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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MADISON, Joe  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Second 
Squad, F i r s t  P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a c l a s s  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
PW's and noncombatants (pg. 6 )  . H e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  MACV 
c a r d  "Nine Rules" i n  Vietnam a t  t h e  pay t a b l e  (pgs.  5 ,  6 ) .  
While MADISON was n o t  i s s u e d  t h e  MACV c a r d  "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands1', he  remembered r e c e i v i n g  t h e  in fo rmat ion  on 
t h e  back o f  t h e  c a r d  (pg. 6 ) . 
2 .  PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Although he was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  company was going on a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  he could  n o t  remember a b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  15t.h (pg. 7) . The CO probably b r i e f e d  t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  who i n  t u r n  passed  t h e  in fo rmat ion  on t o  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  (pg.  7) . He heard  a rumor t h a t  t h e  a r e a  w a s  
predominantly VC, b u t  he assumed t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  
would b e  handled  i n  t h e  u s u a l  manner which was t o  c o l l e c t  
them and s e p a r a t e  t h e  VC from t h e  main body (pgs .  8 ,  1 0 ) .  
Nothing was s a i d  about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  food,  
o r  l i v e s t o c k ;  b u t  it w a s  MADISON'S unders tanding t h a t ,  s i n c e  
t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  t h e  a r e a  was t o  b e  
des t royed  (pg. 9 ) .  On a normal o p e r a t i o n  they  d i d  n o t  
b o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and they  e i t h e r  sh ipped o u t  o r  
burned f o o d s t u f f s  depending upon t h e  amount they  found ( p g . 9 ) .  
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3. COMBAT ASSAULT ON THE 16TH. 

a .  I n i t i a l  a c t i o n s .  

H i s  
A s  

p l a toon  
they  
came 

landed a t  t h e  LZ they  rece ived  
i n  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  (pgs .  1 2 ,  

f i r e  
1 3 ) .  

(pg .13) .  
H i s  

h e l i c o p t e r  n e a r l y  landed on a boobytrapped round (pgs .  26 , ,  
2 7 ) .  P r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  t h e  Lz he heard  t h e  exp los ion  which 
k i l l e d  ~ i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN (pgs .  2 5 ,  2 6 ) .  A second exp los ion  
occur red  soon a f t e r w a r d s  (pg. 2 6 ) .  A s  they  moved toward 
t h e  b r i d g e  h i s  squad fol lowed t h e  f i r s t  squad (pg.  11). 
He d i d  n o t  remember a grenade be ing  thrown a t  t h e  column 
a s  it moved toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  and he could  n o t  b r i n g  t o  
mind r e c e i v i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
f r i e n d l y  mor tar  f i r e  coming i n  by t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 26) . 
However, a s  he moved toward t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  
and he  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  r e a r  element  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Thus, 
he d i d  n o t  know what was happening a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

b. Act ions  i n  t h e  v i l l a s e .  

When t h e  second squad c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
squad was f i r i n g  from a p o i n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  1 4 ,  
1 5 ) .  For a s h o r t  t ime MADISON s t a y e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  and a c t e d  
a s  b r i d g e  s e c u r i t y  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e r e  
was any f i r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  because he was i n  t h e  
r e a r  (pg. 1 4 )  . He then  r e  jo ined t h e  p la toon  which moved 
toward t h e  v i l l a g e  on l i n e  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  MADISON f i r e d  
a t  some Vietnamese behind t h e  sand dunes,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  
know i f  he h i t  anyone (pgs.  18 ,  19 ,  2 0 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
sea rched  hootches  a s  they  moved forward (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 7 )  . The 
procedure they used was t o  c a l l  "Lai ~ a i " ,  which means "come 
h e r e " ,  and t o  t a k e  t h e  hootch under f i r e  i f  t h e r e  was no 
response  (pgs .  15 ,  1 8 ) .  The shoo t ing  s topped a f t e r  awhi le  
because t h e r e  was no incoming f i r e  (pgs. 2 0 ,  21) . MADISON 
saw no dead bod ies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  al lowed t h a t  t h e  
p l a t o o n ' s  body count  could  have come from people be ing  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  bunkers  (pg.  3 0 ) .  However, he  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
s o l d i e r s  going i n t o  t h e  bunkers (pgs.  30, 3 1 ) .  hey burned 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 35) . 

c .  ~ c t i o n son t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  1 6 t h .  

A f t e r  they  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  they went 1000 meters 
down t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 2 1 ) .  A s  they  moved they sea rched  and 
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des t royed  hootches  and bunkers  (pg. 21) . C4 was used t h a t  
day (pg. 22) . H e  saw t h e  resupp ly  h e l i c o p t e r  l and  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e , b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know t h e  n a t u r e  o f  its cargo 
( ~ g .  2 2 ) .  The p o i n t  team, which was us ing  a woman t o  

walk p o i n t ,  was a t t r a c t e d  by, U .S. b o a t s  b r i n g i n g  i n  sampans 
(pgs. 23, 27) . While t h e  people i n  t h e s e  sampans were 
cnecked, MADISON a c t e d  a s  s e c u r i t y  (pg. 28) . He d i d  n o t  
remember anyone coming i n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e s e  people  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  what happened t o  t h e  Vietnamese 

who w e r e  on t h e  sampans (pg. 2 8 ) .  MADISON r e c a l l e d  nothing 
unusual  happening i n  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and he  
hea rd  no r e p o r t s  from t h e  men concerning how many VC they  
had k i l l e d  (pgs.  25, 3 3 ) .  

d .  Act ions  on t h e  17 th .  

(1) I n  t h e  morning. 

A s  they  moved o u t  
had cap tu red  t h e  day b e f o r e  was 

on t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  wo
used t o  walk p o i n t  

man they  
(pg. 3 3 ) .  

She had a rope around h e r  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H i s  squad was i n  t h e  
r e a r  (pg.  3 3 ) .  A s  t hey  came toward t h e  b r i d g e  he hea rd  an 
exp los ion  t o  h i s  f r o n t  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  t h e n  h e a r d  s m a l l  arms 
f i r e  (pg. 34) . MADISON moved t o  t h e  f r o n t  because MILUS 
machinegun had jammed (pg. 34) . H e  could  n o t  t e l l  i f  t h e r e  
was any incoming smal l  arms f i r e  (pg. 3 5 ) .  MADISON f i r e d  
t o  g i v e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  manuever e lements  (pg. 3 5 ) .  A f t e r  
he had f i r e d  f o r  a  whi le  t h e  t r o o p s  moved o u t  on l i n e  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 5 ) .  MADISON then  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  
t h e  medevac h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 3 6 ) .  Two gunships  made p a s s e s  
o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  37, 38) . He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h i s  
occur red  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  TAYLOR was medevactd (pg. 37) . 
A f t e r  t h e  gunships made t h e i r  passes  t h e  company swept t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  they d i d  n o t  f i n d  anything (pg. 45) . There was 
no f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h e  gunships made t h e i r  p a s s e s  (pg.  4 3 ) .  

( 2 )  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

The company then  moved down t h e  t r a i l ,  s e a r c h i n g  
and burning a s  it went (pgs .  39, 4 0 ) .  They d i d  n o t  encoun te r  
any r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  he  could  r e c a l l  (pg. 40) . The rope had 
been t aken  o f f  t h e  woman, and she  moved f r e e l y  w i t h  t h e  
u n i t  (pg. 4 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  many demol i t ions  be ing 
used a s  t h e y  moved sou th  (pg. 4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any 
bod ies  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and he heard  no s t o r i e s  about  people  
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b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n s i d e  bunkers  (pgs.  45, 4 6 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  
b r i n g  t o  mind t h e  company engaging  two VC t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  
(pg .  4 5 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no c o n v e r s a t i o n s  among t h e  men a b o u t  
how many VC w e r e  k i l l e d  t h a t  day (pg.  45) . 

e.  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

A s  t h e y  came t o  a  b i g  v i l l a g e  n e a r  t h e  beach  t h e y  
s topped  bu rn ing  (pgs .  42,  53,  5 4 ) .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  were 
s e n t  t o  a c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  where t h e y  were t r e a t e d  by 
MEDCAP teams (pgs .  42,  46,  4 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see t h e  peop le  
b e i n g  t r e a t e d  because  h e  was s e t t i n g  up s e c u r i t y  n e a r  t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e  ( p g .  4 8 ) .  Two Vietnamese were used t o  c l e a r  
t h e  a r e a  of mines (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  When he  r e t u r n e d  h e  d i d  
n o t  o b s e r v e  any Americans i n t e r r o g a t i n g  Vietnamese (pg. 4 8 ) .  
H e  h e a r d  o f  no abnormal p rocedures  b e i n g  employed t o  q u e s t i o n  
Vietnamese,  n e a r d  n o t h i n g  abou t  m i s t r e a t m e n t  of  Vietnamese,  
and h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  f i n g e r s  be ing  c u t  o f f  (pg. 49) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  see a wounded Vietnamese woman b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  (pg .  5 1 ) .  That  n i g h t  t hey  were h i t  by m o r t a r  
f i r e ,  fo l lowed  by s m a l l  arms f i r e  ( p g s .  49,  50) . MADISON 
r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i r e  (pg.  5 0 ) .  A medevac he l i cop te l ;  e s c o r t e d  
by g u n s h i p s ,  took  o u t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg .  5 1 ) .  " P u f f "  
came i n  and sp rayed  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  5 1 ) .  Nothing e l se  
happened t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  k cou ld  r e c a l l  (pg.  5 1 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

MADISON knew o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
and h e  was n e v e r . q u e s t i o n e d  conce rn ing  it  (pgs .  54 ,  55)  . 
H e  was n e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  5 5 ) .  
H e  h e a r d  no rumors abou t  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  t o r t u r e d ,  
o r  m i s t r e a t e d  by anyone from t h e  U.S. o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  
(pg .  5 5 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

MADISON knew nothi .ng about  mar i juana  b e i n g  used  i n  
t h e  company (pg.  5 5 ) .  
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EXIIIEllJ! 

NUMl3I:R D1:SCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
--- --. - -- -- m n e s s  was issued 


5M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" card. 
-
MACV Card "The Enemy in ~ ~ E n e s s 
had not 


M- 3 Your Hands!. seen card but had 6 

been i n s t r m - - -  

about information 

on back of the 

card. 

Wit recognized no 


P-13 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. --30 
Wit reZ5gn1EiZI-Z0-- 


P-21 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. 30
--- -.--
Wit recognized no 


P-22 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. 30 

wit-pointed out 


P-62 Miscellaneous Scene person who looked 30 

like S G T - - L ~ ~ ~  


Wi € Taentifiedman 

P-66 Miscellaneous Scene as Jimmy JENKINS. 5 3 
tre
-I---p--- ---. 

Scene cognize anyone in 53 

-- ----a- t e p o - o  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 5 0 0  hours ,  27 

January 19 70.  ) 


COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and M A J  THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Joe MADISON. 

(MR MADISON was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:  ) ' 


Would you s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence .  

A. J o e  MADISON, 2811 33rd S t r e e t ,  Tampa, F l o r i d a ;  
s h i p p i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  c l e r k .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MADISON, t h e  P e e r s  I n q u i r y  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  
of  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making 
recommendations concerning t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  1968. 
I n  conduct ing h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  PEERS determined t h a t  
it war neces sa ry  t o  have a complete i o s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  B/4/3 on 1 6 ,  17 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March 1968. He 
t h e r e f o r e ,  appo in t ed  t h i s  board ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  In t e rv i ew 
Team C ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  pe r sonne l  o f  B/4/3 and p r e p a r e  a complete 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n s .  You can e x p e c t  General  
PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of  t h e  board  t o  come i n  a t  any t ime.  
They, of  c o u r s e ,  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A ver-
ba t im  t r a n s c r i p t  i s  be ing  made and w e  w i l l  have a t a p e  re-
co rd ing  made o f  t h e  tes t imony.  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony may 
become a matter of  p u b l i c  r eco rd .  

During t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  board  w i l l  f o l l ow a 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  b e  concern ing  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  Hawaii o r  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  you g o t  r i g h t  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. -

(MADISON) APP T-254 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

The nex t  s e r i e s  of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  you r e c e i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of March. The n e x t  s e r i e s  of q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned 
w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  which took p l a c e  on 1 6 ,  17 ,  18 ,  and 19 
March. Then t h e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  
any knowledge which you may have concerning p rev ious  inves-
t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s .  

This i n t e r v i e w  team is  composed of t h r e e  people .  
M r .  WALSH, who i s  a c i v i l a i n  a t t o r n e y  appoin ted  by t h e  Secre-
t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS, may be back i n  a 
few minutes .  Colonel  NOLL and myself a r e  members of General  
PEERS ' board,  and Major THOMAS i s  t h e  r e c o r d e r .  The t h r e e  
of us he re  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you f o r  General  
PEERS. We do n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations. That  's s t r i c t l y  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of General  
PEERS, and he of course  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  what 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  were made and i n  f i n d i n g  out 
from an o v e r a l l  s t a n d p o i n t  what t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e .  Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s  on any th ing  I ' v e  covered? 

A. Not r i g h t  a t  t h e  moment. 

Q . What was your duty  assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. Offhand I c a n ' t  s ay ,  e x a c t l y .  

Q Well, w e r e  you a member of  B/4/3? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Which p l a t o o n  were you a s s igned  t o ?  

A. 1st Pla toon .  

Q I Do you know which squad? 

A. I w a s  a machinegunner. I t h i n k  I was a t t a c h e d  to 
t h e  second squad,  

Q Attached t o  t h e  second squad? 

A. Sergeant  RUSHIN, 
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Q. He w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r  of t h e  second squad, o r  
was he t h e  p la toon sergeant?  

A. I ' m  no t  su re  a t  the  t ime,  because we had l o s t  about 
two pla toon se rgean t s .  I can ' t  say--he was the  second squad 
l eader .  H e  was the  p la toon se rgean t  once, but  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it w a s  then  o r  before  I l e f t .  I ' m  no t  sure .  

Q Who was the  platoon se rgean t  a t  t h e  t ime,  do you
r e c a l l ?  

A.  It could have been Sergeant  R U S H I N .  I th ink  Ser-
geant  WYATT had gone with t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q W a s  t h i s  a machinegun squad or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, t h e  machinegun squad w a s  
a t tached.  We had two machineguns, one number 1 and one num-
ber  2 gun. Each machinegun was a t t ached  t o  a squad s i n c e  we 
had t h e  p la toon  down t o  two squads and a p o i n t  team. 

Q . I n  t h e  2d Platoon,  then ,  you had two machineguns, 
one with each squad? 

A. Right.  

Q. Were these  guns p a r t  of t h e  p la toon o r  were they 
p a r t  of t h e  weapons platoon? 

A. They were p a r t  of t h e  p la toon.  They were p a r t  of 
t h e  squad. 

Q. There was a machinegun squad i n  t h e  2d. There were 
elements of the machinegun squad i n  t h e  1st  Platoon? 

A. Right.  

Q - Who w a s  t h e  machinegun squad leader?  

A.. Sergeant  CARDINES . 
Q - He was t h e  machinegun squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  1st 
Platoon of B Company? 
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A, Right .  

Q Now who was the  gunner f o r  your machinegun squad?
5 

A ,  I was. 

Q I You w e r e  t h e  gunner? 

A. I was on number 1 gun. 

Q And who was t h e  gunner f o r  t h e  o t h e r  squad? 

Q I s h o u l d n ' t  say  o t h e r  squad. M I L U S  was n o t  t h e  
gunner f o r  t h e  o t h e r  squad, was he? The two guns you had i n  
t h e  squad, d i d  you c a l l  them gun s e c t i o n  o r  how were they re-
f e r r e d  t o ,  gun number 1 and gun number 2? 

A ,  W e l l ,  you had two squads and you have what w e  ca l l  
a weapons squad. W e  were the  weapons squad, two machineguns. 
One machinegun went with  each squad. So I had one number 1 
gun i n  t h e  second squad, and he had one number 2 gun i n  t h e  
f i r s t  squad. 

Q - You belonged t o  Sergeant  CARDINES as f a r  as your
squad l e a d e r  was concerned3 

A, Right ,  

Q . NOW, how d i d  Sergeant  CARDINES r e f e r  t o  your gun, 
do you r e c a l l ,  number 1 gun o r  number 2 gun? 

A. N u m b e r  1 gun. 

Q Number 1 gun? 

A. Right.  

Q. Sometimes t h e y ' d  break i n t o  s e c t i o n s ,  sometimes 
i n t o  f i r e  teams, sometimes i n t o  numbers. I d i d n ' t  know what 
t h e  procedure w a s  he re .  You j u s t  numbered your guns? 
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A. Right.  One number 1 gun and one number 2 gun. 

Q Now, were yo^ with t h e  br igade when it was i n  Ha-
w a i i  ? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q - Were you i n  the  same assignment a t  t h a t  time 
o r  d id  you ever  change jobs? 

A. When I f irst  got.--I s t a r t e d  o f f  a s  a r i f leman,  
then  t o  g renad ie r ,  then over  t o  t h e  weapons squad a s  a s s i s t -
ant  machinegunner, then up t o  machinegunner. 

Q But you s tayed with B Company a l l  t h e  time? 

A. All t h e  time. 

Q- Did you s t a y  with B Company t h e  whole t i m e  you 
w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. The whole time I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q This i s  Exh ib i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules. " Have 
you ever  seen t h a t ?  T h a t ' s  a facsinile of a card.  Bave YGU 

ever  seen  t h a t  card? That Is t h e  f r o n t  page, t h e r e ' s  another  
page on t h e  back. I t ' s  a MACV card.  

A.  I ' v e  seen the  symbol, bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  seeing t h e  
card.  I ' v e  seen t h e  MACV symbol. Yes, I ' v e  seen t h i s .  

Q. Did you have one of t h e s e  ca rds?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I d i d .  I t h i n k  they i ssued  them 
t o  a l l  of us along with--yes , they  i s s u e d  us one. 

Q. Where? 

A. Some company, I ' m  q u i t e  su re  they d i d .  Lieutenant  
MUNDY i s s u e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  paper when we g o t  o u r  pay. 

9. Where w a s  t h a t ?  Was t h a t  i n  Hawaii o r  was t h a t  i n  
Vietnam? 
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A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was i n  Vietnam. 

Q. You p icked  them up a t  t h e  pay t a b l e ?  

A. R igh t ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  h e  gave us--he gave t h e  
c a r d  f o r  t h e  P X ,  I t h i n k  we had one o f  t hose  t o o ,  b u t  I 
know he gave us one f o r  t h e  P X .  

Q- It would be  a good p l a c e  t o  g ive  them o u t ,  one way 
t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  everybody-g e t s  one.  How about  t h i s  one? T h i s  
is  E x h i b i t  M-3 e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you 
e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  c a r d ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  t h e  i n f o r -
mation on t h e  back. 

Q- You do r e c a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  Where d i d  you g e t
t h a t  i n fo rma t ion ,  a c l a s s  o r  something? 

A. We w a s  always t a u g h t  t h a t .  

Q- This  i s  how t o  handle  POW'S. Did you have a class 
on t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you have t h i s  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  Vietnani o r  
be fo re?  

A. We had it b e f o r e .  How t o  handle  POW'S w a s  a l l  
through t r a i n i n g .  

Q- HOW about  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, d i d  t h e y  e v e r  
t e l l  you anyth ing  about  how t o  handle  them? 

A .  They e x p l a i n e d  t o  us about what we would encoun te r ,  
and they  exp la ined  t o  us about how t o  handle  them and what 
t o  do. 

Q- I want t o  ask  you now whatever you can r e c a l l ,  
any th ing  you can r e c a l l  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  com-
b a t  a s s a u l t  which took  p l a c e  on t h e  16 th .  The b r i e f i n g  
would have probably been given zt the f i r e  base  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  
a t  l e a s t  w e  t h i n k  it  would, because of t h e  t ime i n  t h e  morning 
t h a t  you l e f t  t h e r e .  Do you remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h i s ?  
Maybe it was given by a squad l e a d e r  o r  p la toon  l e a d e r ?  
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A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on it. 

Q. You c a n ' t ?  

A. I ' m  no t  su re  what happened. The only t h i n g  I can 
remember, w e  was gathered up and I th ink  w e  was t o  go on a 
search  and des t roy .  I ' m  no t  su re .  

&. W e l l ,  now, search  and des t roy ,  was t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
from your previous opera t ions?  

A.  It would depend o n  what opera t ion  o r d e r  came down. 
W e  had a l l  k inds ,  search  and c l e a r ,  search  and des t roy .  

Q. W e l l ,  search  and des t roy ,  d i d  you run many search 
and des t roy  opera t ions?  

A .  Not t o o  many. 

Q- This is a company o p e r a t i o n ,  combat a s s a u l t  type.  
It took p l a c e  t h e  16th  of March, which would have been about 
2 ,  maybe 3 months a f t e r  you go t  t o  Vietnam. Do you remember 
who b r i e f e d  you? Do you know t h e  opera t ion  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about? 

A .  I t h i n k  so .  

9 I t h i n k  I can b r i n g  it t o  your mind. Do you re-
member Lieutenant  COCHRAN? 

A .  y e s ,  sir. 

Do you remember him g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A .  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- That 's t h e  opera t ion  we're  t a l k i n g  about.  I was 
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  what you were t o l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n ,  what were you b r i e f e d ,  and who b r i e f e d  you and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A .  What normally happened, and I th ink  t h i s  is what 
happened, on t h e  f i r e  base t h e  CO would g ive  it t o  t h e  pla-
toon l e a d e r .  The platoon l e a d e r s  would g ive  i t  t o  t h e  pla-
toon s e r g e a n t ,  and t h e  platoon se rgean t  would c a l l  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  i n  and g ive  it t o  them. In t u r n ,  t h e  squad l eader s  
would b r i e f  t h e  members of t h e i r  team o r  squad. And I t h i n k  
CARDINES expla ined  it t o  u s ,  t o l d  us which squad he was going 
with. 
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Q 0 Well i n  l i n e  with t h a t ,  do you normally go with t h e  
same squad a l l  t h e  time? 

A .  No, we were switched. 

Q What were you t o l d ?  How long was t h e  opera t ion  go-
ing  t o  t ake  p lace ,  what time was it going t o  s t a r t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know what time it was going t ake  place. 
I mean I d i d n ' t  know how long it was going t o  l a s t .  A l l  I 
knew was t h a t  we were p u l l i n g  ou t  t h e  next  morning and going 
t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you went down t o  P i n k v i l l e .  Did t h i s  
seem p e c u l i a r ,  was t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  opera t ions?  

A. Well, P i n k v i l l e  was o u r  worst a rea  of opera t ions .  

Q. So whenever t.hey mentioned P i n k v i l l e  and going i n  
t h e r e ,  it 's a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from your normal opera t ions ,  
no t  q u i t e  t h e  same as  going ou t  as you do from day t o  day? '(V 

CV 
A .  Not e x a c t l y  t h e  same. When you go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
you know t h a t  you ' r e  going t o  be on your P 's  and Q's from 
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you g e t  t h e r e .  0 

C\1 

Q. In  o t h e r  words, P i n k v i l l e  is  a more dangerous a r e a  
~ h a nt h e  o t h e r  a reas  over t h e r e  from B Company's s tandpoin t .  

A. I would say so .  

Q. So when people say you ' re  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
you th ink  about ca r ry ing  a l i t t l e  more ammunition and being 
a l i t t l e  more c a r e f u l  where you s t e p ?  

A.  Yesl sir. 

Q- Did anybody t e l l  you what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was 
down the re?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  W e  heard a rumor t h a t  it was 
predominan.tI-y VC Tha t ' s  the on ly  t h i n g ,  
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Q. How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  houses,  
hootches,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  Was t h i s  covered i n  the  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A, It wasn ' t  covered i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  bu t  they s a i d  
search and des t roy .  That covers t h i s  a r e a ,  and search and 
des t roy  t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n .  

(2 S o  it was your understanding t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was t o  
be destroyed? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Did you have many search and des t roy  missions back 
i n  your normal a r e a  of opera t ions?  Not P i n k v i l l e ,  but  back 
on t h e  Batangan Peninsula  and up i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Not too many. 

Q. Now what about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of foods tu f f?  Was 
a n y t h i n g ' s a i d  about t h a t ,  what t o  do wi th  food found i n  the  
area? 

A. I d o n ' t  know anything about food. 

(2- M e  d i d n ' t  say  anything about it, How about l i v e -
s tock? D i d  anybody say anything about what t o  do with l i v e -
s tock?  

A. No. 

Q No i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  normal procedure f o r  foods tuf f  found 
i n  these  a r e a s ,  t h e s e  VC areas?  

A .  Well i f  it was l i v e s t o c k ,  we d i d n ' t  bother  wi th  
it. I f  it was r i c e  o r  corn o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  normally 
i f  t h e r e  was enough t o  bag up, we would bag it up and send 
it o u t  t o  a chopper. I f  t h e r e  was a l o t  t h e r e ,  w e  j u s t  

. burned it t h e r e .  
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Q. It depends on how much t h e r e  was? Were t h e r e  any 
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given concerning t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of these  
q e a s  which were any d i x e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A .  Normally you knew what t o  expect.  When we go t  
t h e r e  we knew what t o  expect ,  whether it was j u s t  watching 
more f o r  booby t r a p s  o r  where you ' r e  s tepping  and s o  f o r t h ,  
t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  

Q. What about the  people down t h e r e ?  Was anything 
s a i d  about what t o  do with them, o r  d i d  you handle them a s  
you d id  any o t h e r  time? 

A. W e  handled them as  we d i d  any o t h e r  t i m e .  

Q C o l l e c t  them up? 

A. C o l l e c t  them up, g e t  them t o g e t h e r ,  and separa te  
t h e  k ids  frola the  o the r s .  

Q. And d e t a i n  those  t h a t  you t h i n k  a r e  VC? 

A .  Yes. 

Q - 'dnat d i d  you do with those, pzss them up t o  the 
company commander o r  what? 

A. Actual ly  I wouldn't  know what happened t o  them. 
A l l  we d i d  was ga the r  them up. Then I take my gun, and I 
have t o  s e t  up a s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  purpose of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  people. 

Q Do you remember what the  o t h e r  p la toons  of the  
company bes ides  t h e  1st Platoon were supposed t o  do? Was 
anything mentioned i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h a t ,  2d and 3d . 

Platoons? 

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I know i s  t h a t  we were sup-
posed t o  c ross  t h i s  br idge and go down t o  the  wa te r f ron t .  
The next  morning we were supposed t o  meet--I guess we were 
supposed t o  meet t h e  r e s t  of them back up t o  t h e  br idge.  

Q Okay. Were you tol-d, before  you went i n  t h e r e ,  
where you were going t o  go i n t o  a l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
t h e  n i g h t  you were ou t  t h e r e  on the  beach? O r  w a s  t h i s  some-
th ing  t h a t  developed a f t e r  you got  o u t  the re?  You knew you 
were going t o  s t ay  out  t h e r e ,  but  I d o n ' t  know whether you 
knew where t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was t h a t  you were going t o  
s t a y  i n .  Did you know t h a t ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  recall. W e  w e r e  on t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  and 
they brought some Vietnamese i n  on sampans. 

Q You're g e t t i n g  ahead of me. Wait a minute now, 
w e ' r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about t he  b r i e f i n g .  What was t h e  planning 
on t h e  squads a f t e r  you made your landing?  What were you 
t o l d ?  Which squad was going t o  l e a d  and which squad was going 
t o  fol low? 

A.  The f i r s t  squad l e d  and second squad followed. 

Q You w e r e  wi th  tkie second squad, s o  t h e  second squad, 
I assume, had t o  have a r e a r  s e c u r i t y  element.  So MILUS, the  
o t h e r  gun, was with  the  f i r s t  squad. They l e d  o f f  . Now I 
guess you had your p o i n t  element o u t  beyond them. 

A. Right .  

Q This  w a s  TAYLOR and HOOTON. Who w a s  t h e  o t h e r  man? 

TITTLE. 

Q TITTLE. Okay, those  t h r e e .  Anybody else,  o r  was 
it j u s t  normally those  t h r e e ?  

A. LONG. 

Q Who? 

A.  LONG, L-0-N-G . 
Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  fou r?  

A. Right .  

Q Okay, and they were o u t  i n  f r o n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was there t h a t  day,  I'm n o t  s u r e ,  
bu t  t h e r e  u s u a l l y  was f o u r  of them. I 'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q - This  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what you were b r i e f e d  on,  t h i s  
i s  what you were t o l d .  Is  t h e r e  anyth ing  else t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  t h a t  you were t o l d  b e f o r e  we go t o  what happened on t h e  
16th? Were you t o l d  t o  take  any a d d i t i o n a l  equipment you 
d o n ' t  normally t a k e ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  ammo o r  demol i t ions ,  ex-
p l o s i v e s ,  o r  a r e g u l a r  combat load? 
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A. I c a r r i e d  more o r  less t h e  normal combat l o a d  
anyway. 

Q But you ' ve  g o t  t h e  machinegun now, and on t h e  M-60 
what does one bandoleer--how many rounds have you g o t  t h e r e ?  

One hundred. 

Q. One hundred rounds,  okay. So how many rounds o f  
ammunition were you c a r r y i n g  i n  your  s e c t i o n  o f  your  gun team? 

A. 900 rounds.  

Q. Everybody i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  loaded down t h e n  w i t h  t h e ,  
M-60. Is t h a t  what you took t h i s  t ime,  about t h e  s a m e  amount? 

A, This  t i m e  I took t h e  same amount. 

Q No more, no l e s s ?  

A.  No more, only t h e  ammo b e a r e r s  would c a r r y  an addi- 03 
t i o n a l  1 0 0  rounds.  CU 

Q Over what they normally ca r ry?  

A. Right .  

Q. They did? You took a couple  hundred more rounds 
t h a t  you normally c a r r i e d ?  

A ,  Right .  

Q I Okay, now, anyth ing  e l s e  you r e c a l l ?  You d i d n ' t  
t a k e  any e x t r a  r a t i o n s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  any e x t r a  r a t i o n s .  Normally 
I probab?y wouldn ' t  have t aken  it anyway. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .
Do you remember which h e l i c o p t e r .  you w e r e  i n ?  Were you i n  the 
f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  Had t h e r e  been a group of  h e l i c o p t e r s  
going ou t  before yours?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  1st P la toon  was t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  

Q You were on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  i n ?  
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A. Right.  I th ink  M I L U S  was on the  f i r s t  l i f t  and I 
came i n  on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q So the  1st Platoon must have been s p l i t ?  

A.  W e  went i n  toge the r .  One machinegun i n  f r o n t ,  t h a t  
w a s  up f r o n t ,  and the  o t h e r  machinegun i n  the  back. So I 
be l i eve  t h e  1st Platoon was the  l a s t  platoon t h a t  landed t h e r e .  

Q. I Do you r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  on the  landing  zone when 
you came i n ?  

A. There was f i r i n g  on the  landing  zone when we came i n .  

QI 'Where was t h i s  f i r i n g ,  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. J u s t  before we landed, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  s h e l l i n g  
t h e  area .  The company s p l i t ,  and 2 d ' ~ l a t o o nw a s  going oppo-
s i t e  of us.  I know they were r ece iv ing  f i r e  because the  f i r e  
was coming over  us.  I t  w a s  coming from t h a t  way. I t  was hard 
t o  t e l l  where it was coming from. 

Q Let m e  show you what happened, what the  p lan  was 
from t h e  t a sk  fo rce  s t andpo in t .  This map here  is  1:25,000 
s c a l e ,  and t h e  a r e a  we're  t a l k i n g  about i s  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  
a rea .  

(The wi tness  was given an o r i e n t a t i o n  on MAP-4 
and t h e  a e r i a l  photograph P-185.) 

(MR WALSH en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q Now when you came t o  t h e  br idge t h a t  morning, what 
happened? 

A. When we came t o  the bridge t h a t  morning, I d o n ' t  
know what happened. I heard f i r e  so I had t o  secure  the  
r e a r  e lements ,  and you never know what ' s  going on u n t i l  you 
g e t  up t h e r e .  Then, a f t e r  the  back element go t  up t h e r e ,  
we had t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  the  p o i n t  team. The f i r s t  squad 
was a l ready i n  t h e r e .  
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Q I n t o  what? 

A. In to- - r ight  across  t h a t  br idge t h e r e  should have 
been a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  

Q You were i n  t h e  second squad. When t h e  f i r i n g  
s t a r t e d ,  d i d  t h e  second squad deploy of f  the  road o r  d i d  you 
move up the  road? 

A. We never moved up t h e  road. We s tayed on t h e  t r a i l  
and moved up u n t i l  we could g e t  them a l l  out  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You s tayed r i g h t  on t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. Right. 

Q e  The whole squad moved up t h a t  t r a i l .  id it move 
across  t h e  bridge? 

cca 
A. I t  moved ac ross  the  br idge .  CV 

Q It  moved ac ross  the  br idge ,  and t h e  f i r s t  squad 
was already f i r i n g ?  

J I 
A ,  Right.  i 

Q Was t h e r e  my f i r i n g  coiiiing down from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  because I was a t  the  r e a r .  

Q. When you moved across  t h e  br idge ,  what happened
then? 

A. Well, when I moved across  the  br idge ,  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAN t o ld  m e  t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  and guard the  br idge.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words you faced  back i n  the  o t h e r  d i r e c -
t i o n ?  

A.  Right. 

Q Lieutenant  LA~ILLINGBAMtold you. to do this? 

A, Right. 

Q And d i d  anything occur back i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  you 
were facing? 
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A. Nothing occu r red ,  s o  he c a l l e d  me  back up and he 
l e f t  two men back t h e r e  t o  guard t h e  b r i d g e ,  a g r e n a d i e r  and 
a r i f l eman .  

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  on t h e  b r i d g e ,  s e c u r i n g  t h e  
br idge?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long.  

Q Did you f i r e  a t  a l l  o u t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Not up i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  When I p u l l e d  up wi th  
t h e  rest  o f  t h e  u n i t s - - .  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you went up w i t h  t h e  rest 
of t h e  u n i t ,  t h e n  what happened? 

A.  Hootches and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  w e  s t a r t e d  sea rch ing  
them and y e l l i n g  i f  anyone w a s  i n  t h e r e  and f i r i n g  i n  t h e r e  
b e f o r e  w e  went i n  t h e r e .  I f  w e  y e l l e d  and nobody s a i d  anything 
we 'd fire i n  t h e r e  and look around and d e s t r o y  them. 

Q - A s  I unders tand what you ve  exp la ined ,  when 
you came up, when you s t a r t e d  moving up t h e  t r a i l  t o  c r o s s  t h e  
b r idge ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It w a s  f i r i n g .  I d o n ' t  know--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They hadn ' t  gone i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  y e t ?  They w e r e  on t h e  o u t s i d e  f i r i n g  i n ?  

A.  They w e r e - - I  w a s  on t h e  b r i d g e ,  so they  would have 
t o  be going--they had t o  be down i n  the v i l l a g e .  

Q The v i l l a g e  w a s  t h a t  c l o s e ?  

A .  Right .  

Q - And t h e  f irst  squad was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
You w e r e  s e t  up on the b r i d g e ,  t h e n  you were p u l l e d  o f f ,  and 
t h e n  you s t a r t e d  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 'm t r y i n g  t o  de-
te rmine  how t h i s  w a s  done. I f  t h e  f i r s t  squad was moving i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and you were moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s ea rch ing  
and f i x i n g  a t  t h e  same t ime,  how was your s e c t o r  d e l i n e a t e d  
for you so t h a t  you wouldn ' t  f i r e  on your  own people?  
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A. When t h e  f i r s t  squad went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
p o i n t  squad and t h e  f i r s t  squad,  they  came a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  
They came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They y i e l d e d  t h i s  way because 
wate r  i s  up t h i s  way, s o  t hey  y i e l d e d  t h a t  way. When we  came 
i n  w e  j u s t  went t h i s  way, l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I see .  What d i s t a n c e  a r e  we--you s t a y e d  he re?  

A. When t h e  f i r i n g  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  I w a s  back h e r e ,  s o  
I s t a y e d  up here .  

Q. So you were on t h e  west  s i d e  of  t h e  bridge--

A,  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q When you se t  up? 

A. Right .  When I g o t  t h e  word t o  come i n ,  I came 
down here .  My squad,  we  w e n t . o u t  this way and l e f t  two men 
back h e r e  t o  guard t h e  b r idge .  

Q - So t h e  two men t h a t  w e r e  on t h e  b r idge ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  
s u r e  whether t hey  w e r e  on t h e  e a s t  o r  t h e  west  side of  t h e  
br idge?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h a t .  

Q - But your squzd moved up t o  t h e  no r th  and t h e  f i r s t  
squad moved t o  t h e  sou th .  How much d i s t a n c e  a r e  we  t a l k i n g  
about  be tween t h e s e  squads? 

A. Well ,  you have--I d o n ' t  know how many men it was, 
b u t  they  are n o t  t o o  f a r  a p a r t ,  When we went i n ,  w e  more 
o r  l e s s  came i n  on l i n e  t h i s  way, made a l i n e ,  k ind  o f  a 
curved l i n e .  W e  wasn ' t t o o  f a r  a p a r t .  

Q W e l l  now, wasn ' t  t h e  v i l l a g e  more o r  less a long  t h e  
t r a i l ?  

A. I t  w a s .  The t r a i l  r u n s  r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  through t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  

Q I s e e .  Then t h e  f i r s t  squad r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  moving 
sou th ,  o r  e a s t  of  t h e  t r a i l  which went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They d i d n ' t  fo l low t h e  t r a i l  i n t o  t he  v i l l a g e  then? 
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A. I d o n ' t  guess t hey  went up a l l  t h e  way i n t o  t h e  
t r a i l .  A l l  I know i s  when I g o t  i n  t h e r e  I saw them over  
h e r e ,  s o  I t u r n e d  o u t  t k i s  way. 

Q Now when you s t a r t e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e s e  h u t s  and 
t h e  f i r s t  squad is  over -there sea rch ing  huts where a r e  
you s e a r c h i n g  h u t s ?  Where is  your  squad s e a r c h i n g  hu t s?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  second squad is  s e a r c h i n g  h u t s .  I ' m  
s i t t i n g  ove r  h e r e  because I d o n ' t  have t o  s e c u r e  t h i s  b r i d g e  
any more. I ' m  s i t t i n g  h e r e  because t h e  t r a i l  comes from t h i s  
way,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  where I ' m  s i t t i n g  a t  i n  case  
anyth ing  comes down h e r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  y o u ' r e  s e c u r i n g  t h a t  t r a i l ,  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And t h e  second squad i s  s e a r c h i n g ?  

A .  Second squad,  r i g h t ,  and f i r s t  squad.  

Q. And t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. And t h e  p o i n t  e l e m e ~ t s .  

Q. And t h e  p o i n t .  Now how--what a r e a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
squad s e a r c h i n g ,  and what area was t h e  t h e  second squad search-
ing, and what area w a s  the p o i n t  s ea rch ing?  

A.  W e l l  t h e  p o i n t  and t h e  f irst  squad w a s  i n  t h e  same 
area. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t hey  were t o g e t h e r .  

A.  Right .  The p o i n t  squad was f i r s t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  
squad w a s  behind them. T h e  second squad w a s  behind l i k e  s o .  
So they  j u s t  s ea rched  t h i s  way. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n  i n  anybody's mind about  which 
squad w a s  supposed t o  s ea rch  which h u t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  guess  t h e r e  w a s .  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
you about  s e a r c h i n g  hootches  , though. I d idn  't have t o  s ea rch  
any 
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Q. The procedures  t h a t  were be ing  used were t o  go i n t o  
t h e  hootch.  What d i d  they  y e l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was " l a i  day. " They'd y e l l  " l a i  day" 
and see i f  anybody was i n  t h e r e .  

Q What does t h a t  mean? 

A. I guess  i t  means come he re .  

Q I f  t h e r e  was no r e sponse ,  t h e  h u t  was t a k e n  under 
f i r e  and t h e n  i t  was searched?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q *  They t h e y ' d  move on t o  t h e  nex t  h u t .  Was t h i s  a l -
ways t h e  procedure  o r  was t h i s  done wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l -
l a g e ?  

A.  I t  was normal procedure  t o  go through a v i l l a g e  and 
y e l l  i n  a hootch f o r  someone t o  come o u t .  And i f  no one came @.I 
o u t ,  i f  it looked s u s p i c i o u s  f o r  t h e  man t h a t  had t o  s e a r c h  C'3 
it ,  then  he  would recon t h e  hootch by f i r e  b e f o r e  he  went i n  
there. 

0 

Q - Was reconna issance  by f i r e  be ing  used as a W 
t echnique  i n  s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  When you moved up t o  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  over  t h e r e ,  cou ld  you 
s e e  any Vietnamese i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not--when I f i r s t  g o t  up t h e r e  I could .  

Q *  You could? 

A. I could.  I saw--I d o n ' t  know how many I s a w ,  b u t  
l i k e  now you s e e  'em, now you d o n ' t .  

Q 0 Where were t h e s e  people  most ly ,  around t h e  hootches  
o r  were they--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The 'ones t h a t  I saw w e r e n ' t  
around t h e  hootches  from where I w a s  f i r i n g  a t ,  because be-
hind t h e s e  hootches khere were t rees  and a sandbar  up t h e r e .  
And you could  s e e  them moving up t h e r e .  
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Q. Did they go behind t h i s  sandbar?  Did they  go up 
behind t h i s  sand dune o r  d i d  they  s t a y  back on your s i d e  o f  
it, the v i l l a g e r s ,  o r  wexe they  j u s t  moving around up t h e r e  
on t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  o r  who it w a s  
back t h e r e ,  because w e  d i d n it exceed any farther t han  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Now, how long  d i d  t h i s  f i r i n g  go on? How long d i d  
t he  s e a r c h  go on? 

I'm n o t  s u r e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

MR WALSH: When you f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  a f t e r  you had been p u l l e d  
o f f  of  b r i d g e  s e c u r i t y  and you moved up and s e t  up j u s t  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and you saw t h e s e  people  running i n  
and o u t  of t h e  area t h e r e ,  cou ld  you s e e  any of them g e t  s h o t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I s a w  any of  them g e t  s h o t .  

Q. Do you know whether t hey  g o t  s h o t ?  i n  o t h e r  words, 
d i d  you see bod ie s  l a t e r  when you moved down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any bodies .  I t h i n k  w e  cap-
t u r e d  about  two men and one l a d y  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' m  n o t  
sure, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. You cap tu red  them? 

A. Right .  

Q W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  q u i t e  a number of  
people  were r e p o r t e d  by L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM be ing  k i l l e d  
t h e r e .  But you d i d n '  t see any of them g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. See,  my p o s i t i o n  w a s  s t r i c t l y ,  mostly for s e c u r i t y .  

Q I unders tand  your  p o s i t i o n  b u t  you w e r e n ' t  very
far  away. I j u s t  want t o  know what you s a w  o r  hea rd  o r  what-
ever. We're j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i t  e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

A.  You h e a r  a l o t .  But as f a r  as s e e i n g ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  
t o o  many because I w a s n ' t  looking  around t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what was going on back t h e r e ,  and w a s  worrying about  what 
w a s  i n  f r o n t  of m e .  
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Q But when you h e a r  a l o t  of f i r i n g  and e v e r y t h i n g  
is  r i g h t  i n  your own p l a t o o n ,  y o u ' r e  k ind  of c u r i o u s  t o  see 
what' was going on a l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  a r e n ' t  you? 

A. You're k ind  of cu r ious  and y o u ' r e  going t o  f i r e  
t o o ,  bu t  a s  f a r  as knowing whether anyone w a s  h i t  o r  any-
thing--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You couldn 't s e e  anybody? 

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  any people  up on t o p  of t h a t  r ise ,  t h e  
sand dune behind t h e  v i l l a g e ,  g e t t i n g  h i t  up t h a t  way? 

A. The only people  I saw were running behind t h e  s i d e  
over  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  what I was f i r i n g  a t ,  

Q You couldn ' t  see whether you h i t  any th ing  o r  no t ?  
3

A. Right .  M 

Q A f t e r  you s e t  up and you s a w  t h e .  people  f i r i n g  
down t h a t  way, and you f i r e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  down t h a t  way, d i d  
t h e r e  come a time when a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped? 0 

CV 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  came a t i m e  when a l l  t h e  
f i r i n g  s top2ed.  

Q. About how long  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  you had c o m e  
ac ros s  t h e  b r idge  and s e t  up? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say t o  be e x a c t  about  t h e  t i m e .  

Q W a s  it a s h o r t  t ime o r  a long  t i m e ,  o r  you j u s t  
.can 't remember anyth ing  about  i t ?  

A. You f i g u r e  t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g  when I w a s  on t h e  b r i d g e  
and I g o t  o r d e r s  t o  g e t  a c r o s s ,  s o  t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g  f o r  a 
p r e t t y  good t i m e .  

Q When they  s topped f i r i n g ,  d i d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r d e r  
them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. I couldn t h e a r  it. 
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Q. Did you g e t  any o r d e r s  t o  cease f i r i n g  a t  any time? 

A. From my p o s i t i o n  I d i d n ' t  need no o r d e r  t o  cease 
f i r e  because I d i d n ' t  see anything t o  f i r e  a t .  I d i d n ' t  f i r e  
but  normally--evidently they must have been rece iv ing  f i r e ,  
because as long as you ' re  r ece iv ing  f i r e  t h e y ' l l  f i r e  
back. I f  you s t o p  rece iv ing  f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  automatic t o  
cease f i r e .  

Q. All r i g h t ,  now, d i d  you s t a y  s e t  up t h e r e ,  guarding 
t h a t  t r a i l  going t o  t h e  nor th  all day, o r  d i d  you move out  
from t h a t  p o i n t  a t  some time? 

A. We went up and down t h e  t r a i l .  Af te r  we l e f t  the  
v i l l a g e ,  we went down the  t r a i l .  

Q How f a r  do you th ink?  

A. I ~ u e s sabout l,0,00 meters. 

Q - That f a r  down? This was on t h e  f i r s t  day a f t e r  
you came a c r o s s ,  you went down maybe 1 , O O . O  meters.  Was 
t h i s  searching  hootches and burning them as  you went down? 

A. We were searching  them. 

Q. I d i d n ' t  hear what your r e c o l l e c t i o n  was of the  
b r i e f i n g ,  but  some people have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
search and des t roy  mission and you were doing your job. What 
I want t o  know i s  whether you can r e c a l l  burning the  hootches 
a s  you went down. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q D i d  the  platoon do a thorough job? Did you g e t  
every hootch o r  was it j u s t  burning some of them? 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, I th ink  we destroyed a l l  t h e  
hootches and the  bunkers i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

Q. Did you see  any of the  people going a f t e r  the  
bunkers? You were on a machinegun, s o  you weren ' t  searching 
the hootches. 

A. Right.  

Q. Did you see  any of the  o t h e r  people blowing the  bun-
k e r s ?  
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A. You could  hea r .  You could  h e a r  them blowing t h e  
bunkers because b e f o r e  t hey  blow a bunker they  always y e l l :  
" F i r e  i n  t h e  hole!  'I Then everybody knows t h a t  t h e y ' r e  be-
i n g  blown. 

Q Were they  us ing  grenades  o r  were t hey  u s i n g  TNT 
o r  what were t hey  u s i n g  t o  blow t h e  bunkers? 

A. I t h i n k  it  was C4. 

Q Did you g e t  t h e  C 4  flown i n  t h a t  day? Did a chop-
p e r  b r i n g  it, t h e  C 4 ,  o r  d i d  you have t h a t  b e f o r e  you came 
o u t ?  

A .  We always c a r r i e d  some. I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e y  
brought  any C4 o u t  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t hey  brought  ano the r  supp ly  o f  
ammo. 

Q Do you know where t h e  chopper landed? 

A. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Right i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where you were? They brought  
i n  ammo. You d o n ' t  remember whether t hey  brought  i.n any TNT 
a long  wi th  i t ?  

A. N e ,  I wouldfi 't k 1 - i ~ ~ .  

& D o  you remember r e c e i v i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e ,  h o s t i l e  
f i r e ,  du r ing  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q You s a i d  something a minute ago about t h e  ,people  
t h a t  you cap tured  t h e r e .  Was it  t h r e e  people?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  two men, and 
I ' m  p o s i t i v e  o f  t h i s  one l ady .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  where they were k e p t  and 
who w a s  guarding t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  cap tured?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h e  men. When w e  
were p u l l i n g  o u t ,  I s a w  t h e  men on t h e  t r a i l .  And t h i s  
woman, t h e  p o i n t  team used h e r  t o  walk p o i n t .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  h e r  du r ing  t h e  day when you 
w e r e  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches?  

A. . Pardon. 

Q D o  you remember s e e i n g  h e r  du r ing  t h e  day be fo re  
you p u l l e d  o u t ,  had h e r  walk t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  recall .  A l l  I know i s  when eve ry th ing  
w a s  blown and a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped ,  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  people  
they had. 

Q Did you s t a y  on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  of  t h a t  sand dune 
o r  whatever it was, t h e  h igh  p i e c e  of  ground, a l l  day,  o r  d i d  
you go over  t o  t h e  ocean a t  a l l  du r ing  t h e  day? 

A. When w e  l e f t  t h e r e  w e  went down t h e  t r a i l .  We 
d i d n ' t  proceed f a r t h e r  t han  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We j u s t  de s t royed  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and proceeded down t h e  t r a i l .  

Q - You went down about  1,000 y a r d s ,  and then  came 
back aga in  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of t he  day? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  n e x t  morning w e  came back. 

Q W e l l ,  now, l e t ' s  go back a minute.  A r e  you s u r e  
you went down about  1 , 0 0 0  y a r d s ?  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you 
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  around t h e  end of t h e  b r idge  
du r ing  the day,  and then  moved up n o r t h  t o  your n i g h t  pos i -
t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  anyway we s t ayed  i n  t h e  v i l -
l age .  When w e  l e f t ,  we went down t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. You s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a p r e t t y  good long
time du r ing  t h e  day? 

I 

A. W e l l ,  you could say  s o .  W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  long 
enough t o  g e t  our  resupply .  
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Q. Do you remember having chow t h e r e ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember having chow t h e r e .  

Q Who w a s  w i th  you on machinegun when you set  up? 

A. J e r r y  WARNER, and I don ' t  know about t h e  ammo b e a r e r .  
H e  w a s  new because he had j u s t  g o t t e n  i n  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  D o t t i e .  

Was MILUS on t h e  o t h e r  machinegun? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

JONES and R E I D  w e r e  t h e  res t  of t h a t  team? 

A. STRACHAN and HARLOW, ano the r  new man t h a t  j u s t  
came i n .  

Q What were t h e i r  names aga in?  

A. STRACHAN, Leo STRACHAN . 

A. You s p e l l  it a l i t t l e  b i t  funny. 

Q S-T-R-A-C-H-A-N maybe? 

A. T h a t ' s  it. 

Q. And who w a s  t h e  o t h e r  fe l low? 

A. I ' m  i10-t: sere. H e  w a s  a new man t h a t  j u s t  g o t  in -
to  t h e  u n i t .  

Q Was it Terry REID? How about  somebody named JONES? 

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  I donqt t h i n k  it w a s  JONES. I t h i n k  
it w a s  MERCER o r  one s f  t h e  new men. 

Q . How about  STEINBRECHER? 

A, I t h i n k  STEINBRECHER had g o t  h i t  earl ier .  

2 4  
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Q 9 Before t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- During the  day d i d  you h e a r  any r e p o r t s  o r  any
t a l k  among t h e  men about how many of t h e  VC they had go t t en  
during the  day? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did you s e e  any bodies? Had anybody go t t en  s h o t  
during the  day? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I Not one? 

A .. No. 

LTC NOLL: One t h i n g  I d i d n ' t  understand and I b e l i e v e  you 
t o l d  us. What group of h e l i c o p t e r s  were you i n  when you 
came i n t o  t h e  LZ, t h e  f i r s t  group o r  t h e  second group? 

A. I th ink  the  1st Platoon was the  l a s t  l i f t ,  s o  I 
would be i n  one of the  end choppers with *.e 1st Platoon. 

Q In o t h e r  words the  LZ was a l ready secured by an-
o t h e r  group w h e n  you w e n t  down? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know what o t h e r  p la toon was i n  t h a t  last 
l i f t ,  p a r t  of another  platoon? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q- Did you know when Lieutenant  COCHRAN stepped on 
a land  mine? 

A. I heard it. I d o n ' t  know it, I heard it. 

Q. Did you hea r  the explosion? 

A.  I heard t h e  explosion.  We had s e v e r a l  explosions.  

J 
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Q - Severa l?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Two explosions o r  more than  t h a t ?  

A. I t  could have been two approximately. I know 
f o r  s u r e  two b i g  ones. 

Q Did they both occur before  you reached t h e  br idge? 

A. I n  f a c t  they occurred before  we got  from the  LZ. 

Q. Before what? 

A. Before we was leaving  t h e  LZ. 

Q . Were they c lose  toge the r ,  the  two l a r g e  explosions? 

A .  They weren ' t  too--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  They weren ' t  
too f a r  a p a r t .  

Q When you were moving along the  rou te  t o  t h e  br idge ,  
was t h e r e  eve r  a grenade thrown a t  your column t h a t  d i d n ' t  go 
o f f ?  Did anybody ever  y e l l ,  "grenade, " and you a l l  h i t  t he  
ground? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  Maybe because more o r  l e s s  every 
time we hear a boom we au tomat ica l ly ,  g e t  down. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any s n i p e r  f i r e  moving t o  t h e  br idge? 

A.  1 c a n ' t  r z c a l l .  We could have had because nor-
ma1.l~when we operated i n  Pinkville--when we were moving we 
were normally q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  a p a r t  i n  ~ i n k v i l l e .  By the 
time you g e t  a plctoon s t r e t c h e d  out  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  q u i t e  a ways. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember some mortar f i r e  coming i n ,  
f r i e n d l y ,  down t h e r e  by the  br idge? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any mortar f i r e .  

Q Duds? 
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A, I remember t h i s  one dud was supposed t o  have been 
booby t rapped because the  chopper almost landed on it. 

Q That was an enemy round, c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  had t o  be because t h e r e  was a booby trap i n  it. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember f ind ing  any booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  
f i r s t  v i l l a g e  you searched t h a t  day? 

A. No, t h a t  was the  only booby t r a p  they t o l d  me 
about, t h e  one where the  chopper was coming i n .  

0- Do you remember anything about a booby t r a p  made 
out of a couple of c a r t r i d g e s ?  They went off  when somebody 
went i n  a hootch? 

A. That was kind of common s o  they probably d i d n ' t  
say anything ebout it anyway. 

COL WILSON: When you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  a f t e r  you say you 
moved 1,000 meters--would -you look over  t o  t h e  map e x h i b i t  
t h e r e ,  MAP-4. We're t a l k i n g  about 1,000 meters now. You 
see where t h e  br idge i s ?  We're t a l k i n g  about 1,000 meters. 
Show him approximately where t h a t  is  now, 

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  how f a r .  

Q - I j u s t  wanted t o  be s u r e ,  show you t h a t ,  give you 
an idea about where t h a t  was. 

A f t e r  you moved down t h e r e ,  and you went back t o  
a l a a g e r ,  s e t  up your n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  d id  anything 
occur i n  t h e  meantime? You mentioned something e a r l i e r  about 
some sampans . 
A .  A s  we were going down t h e r e  something a t t r a c t e d  
t h e  p o i n t  team o r  f i r s t  squad l eader .  Sampans, boats  were 
br inging  sampans. 

Q. What boats?  U . S  . boats?  
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A. I be l i eve  it was. 

Q - Was t h i s  while  you were going south o r  w a s  t h i s  
a f t e r  you c lea red  the  v i l l a g e  and were moving south? Is 
t h a t  when t h i s  was? 

A. Right. 

Q - Then what happened? 

A. A l l  I know they brought the people up t h e r e  and 
a s  usual  I s e t  up s e c u r i t y  u n t i l  they go t  them up. 

Q. How many were the re?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say. There was a l o t  of sampans down 
there .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they took a l l  of the  people t h a t  was 
i n  the  sampans, 

Q - What d i d  they do with the  people? Did Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM take over the  people? 

A. Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM had them back t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know what happened t o  them. I d o n ' t  know whether he l e t  them 
go o r  what he d id .  

Q Did ycu  see an internrelT.~rcome in about t h i s  t i m e  
o r  l a t e r ?  

A. I I r n  n o t  s u r e ,  but  I th ink  we had one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q . Did you see  anybody come in  during t h i s  a f te rnoon 
per iod ,  e i t h e r  Vj.eaa.rne.se or I J ,S , ,  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  1st Platoon;  
ARVN, National P o l i c e ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  M I ?  

A, I c a n ' t  say f o r  sure. 

Q - When you l e f t  t h e r e  and moved on back up t o  your 
l aager  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what hap-
pened t o  those Vietnamese t h a t  came in on. the  sampans? 

A. No, 
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Q. I t  wasn ' t  p a r t  of t h e s e  Vietnamese t h a t  t h e  woman 
came from t h a t  was with t h e  po in t?  She came ou t  of the  v i l -
lage?  

A.  She came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q ;  You moved on back and s e t  up your ambush and 
n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Do you re -
c a l l  how f a r  t h a t  was from t h e  br idge? 

A.  I can '  t r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was another  br idge  on 
t h a t  r i v e r ,  a demolished br idge?  Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t ?  I t  
was nor th  of  t h e  one you crossed  on? 

A. I can '  t say about t h a t .  

Q You went i n t o  your n i g h t  defensiv; p o s i t i o n .  Did 
you g e t  a resupply of r a t i o n s  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I suppose we did.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f .  

a .  You would have remembered i f  you go t  a  h o t  meal? 

A.  This  was a h o t  meal. 

Q. It was a  h o t  meal, you know t h a t ?  But you d o n ' t  
know whether they brought i n  some C-rafions o r  not?  

A.  No. 

Q I a m  going t o  show you some photograph e x h i b i t s .  
I'd l i k e  f o r  you t o  i n d i c a t e  i f  you know e i t h e r  t h e  people 
o r  t h e  p lace .  This i s  P-18. 

A.  That  's HUFFMAN. 

Q The s o l d i e r  t h e r e  i s  HUFFMAN. Do you recognize 
any of t h e  Vietnamese, o r  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  

(MADISON) 29 
FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-254 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A .. No. 

A. I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h a t .  

Q Do you r ecogn ize  t h i s  man r i g h t  h e r e ,  P-13, t h i r d  
man? 

A .  No. 

Q. Do yoll recognize  anyone i n  ' t h i s  photograph,  P-62? 

A .  I c a n P t  say f o r  s u r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  looks  l i k e  
Sergeant  LITTLE. I d o n ' t  know who t h i s  one is.  

9 - Man on t h e  l e f t ?  L e t  m e ' h i t  a couple  of t h i n g s  
that  f i l t e r e d  back t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade on VC c a s u a l t i e s .  
See i f  you r e c a l l  any of t h e s e .  From t h e  1st P la toon ,  12 
VC k i l l e d  a t  0955 ;  18 VC k i l l e d  a t  1 0 2 5 ;  8 VC k i l l e d  a t  1420. 
A t o t a l  of 38 VC killed by t h e  1st P la toon  b e f o r e  3 o ' c l o c k  
on the  16 th .  T h a t ' s  what was repo'rted. D i d  you s e e  any of 
t hose  people?  

-A,  No, sir ,  L c5i,dn'to 

9 - Could t h e s e  people  have been down i n  bunkers?  

A. I t e s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  I f  nobody came o u t  b e f o r e  w e  
blew t h e  bunkers ,  it s a p o s s i b i l i t y  they could  have been 
down i n  -i;21eree 

C2. If they had been down there, who would have made 
t h i s  count?  

A .  I don @ t know. / 

Q Did you see anybody go down in t h e  bunkers? 

Q 0 
Did you s e e  anybody going i n  t h e  bunkers?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  anybody e l s e  going i n  the bunkers? 

A. No. 

MR WALSH: Do you th ink  t h i s  is j u s t  a f a l s e  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them so  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q I know, bu t  you weren ' t  t h a t  f a r  away. You were 
s u r e  c l o s e r  than  we are, and I j u s t  wondered what your opinion 
is,  whether--we have a r e p o r t  here  t h a t  38 VC were k i l l e d ,  and 
you d i d n ' t  see any bodies  and you d i d n ' t  s ee  anybody g e t  h i t  
when they were shooting. So now we've go t  a t  l e a s t  two pos-
s i b i l i t i e s ;  somebody c a l l e d  i n  a r e p o r t  without  count ing,  o r  
the bodies  were someplace where you c o u l d n ' t  s e e  them. I j u s t  
wondered what your opinion is. 

A .  Your op in ion ' s  a s  good a s  mine. 

Q - You j u s t  d o n ' t  know anything about it. 

A. I don ' t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies.  

Q When you were up i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t ,  do 
you r e c a l l  whether TAYLOR kep t  t h e  woman w i t h  him t h a t  they 
had been us ing  on p o i n t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? Do you remember see-
i n g  h e r  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n ight?  

A .  Right ,  she was the re .  

Q. Did you s e e  o r  do you know whether anybody raped 
h e r  during this period?,  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Never heard t h a t ?  

A. I never  heard t h a t -

Q- Do you t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  o r  would it s u r p r i s e  
you? 
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A. P e r s o n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be p o s s i b l e .  
I n  a p l a c e  l i k e  P i n k v i l l e  a t  n i g h t ,  you wouldn ' t  t h i n k  of  
r ap ing  anyone. 

That"  n o t  a very romant ic  p l ace?  

A. No. 

COL WILSON: These 38 c a s u a l t i e s  were r e p o r t e d  a lmost  i n  t h e  
same l o c a t i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  j u s t  about  i n  t h e  a r e a  where a l l  this 
f i r i n g  took p lace .  I t  wasn ' t  f u r t h e r  down, wasn ' t  way down 
i n  t h e  a r ea .  A l l  of  them were r i g h t  around i n  one p l a c e .  
W e l l  now, were t h e r e  any o t h e r  Vietnamese i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
t h a t  n i g h t  a s i d e  from the  woman t h a t  was w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  group? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  because I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  
those  people  t h a t  came i n  from t h e  sampans. 

Q. You don'  t r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any more aroundI 


t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I donst remember. I know what I was doing now 
because t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner and gunner s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  
m e  wh i l e  I c leaned  my weapon. I was c l e a n i n g  my gun. 

Q The a s s i s t a n t  gunner and t h e  gunner? 

A. The a s s i s t a n t  gunner and t h e  ammo b e a r e r .  

Q. They were s e c u r i n g  wh i l e  you c leaned  t h e  gun? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. What w a s  you p o s i t i o n  on t h e  pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  
Were you given a c e r t a i n  s e c t o r  of f i r e ?  

A, Right ,  you always have a c e r t a i n  s e c t o r  of  f i r e .  

Q - Were you on t h e  no r th  o r  t h e  sou th  p a r t  of t h e  p e r i -
m e t e r ,  o r  west? I d o n ' t  think ypuW be f i r i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  sea. 

A. No, somethin9 likep I guess- - I  was ove r l app ing  f i r e  
w i th  MILUS. 
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Q. Okay, c r o s s f i r e  w i th  MILUS. Which d i r e c t i o n  w e r e  
you f a c i n g ,  n o r t h  o r  sou th?  Do you r e c a l l ?  See your  map ove r  
t h e r e .  You would have been about  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
s p l i t  of  l and .  Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  your 
s e c t o r  o f  f i r e  covered? 

A. Th i s  t r a i l  t h a t  comes h e r e ,  and back over here, 
and back down h e r e .  

Q* Okay, your  s e c t o r  w a s  o u t  toward t h e  w e s t ,  ho r th  
and w e s t .  What d i d  you do, d i d  you have watch on t h e  gun a l l  
n i g h t ?  

A. W e  p u l l e d  an hour  on,  an hour  o f f .  I mean an hour  
on and 2 o f f .  Three men i n  p o s i t i o n .  

Q One on and 2 o f f .  Is t h a t  normal? How come you 
. d i d n ' t  do 2 on and 4 o f f ?  

A. Not normally;  it depends. T h a t ' s  t h e  way we usu-
a l l y  do it. But i n  P i n k v i l l e  we probably  had more than  50 
p e r c e n t  a l e r t  and probably two on wh i l e  one s l e e p s .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing  happening t h a t  n i g h t
unusual?  

A. NO. 1 

Q- When you s t a r t e d  moving o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning, t h e  
p o i n t  moved o u t .  I guess  t hey  had t h a t  g i r l  w i t h  them aga in .  
Do you remember i f  she  had a rope on h e r ?  

A. She d i d  have a rope on h e r .  

Q Did they  always p u t  a rope on t h e  point--whoever 
i s  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  them on t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Not always,  because t h a t  w a s  about  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t h a t  w e  e v e r  used Vietnamese t o  walk p o i n t .  

Q - And where was t h e  rope t i e d  around h e r ?  

A. Around t h e  waist.  

Q. Did your  squad fo l low t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. My squad brought  up t h e  rear. 
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Q a  Again? 

A. Again. 

Q When you moved o u t  from t h e  south back t o  t h e  n o r t h  
on t h e  1 6 t h ,  d id  they eve r  a l t e r n a t e  t h e  l ead  squad o r  d i d  
you s t a y  t h e  second squad t h e  whole time? 

A .  We a l t e r n a t e d  t h e  next  morning. We came back t o  
t h e  br idge.  

Q- You mean on t h e  17th?  

A .  I mean on t h e  17th .  

Q. I'm t a l k i n g  about a f t e r  you s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  up 
t h e r e  on t h e  beach. That next  morning, were you s t i l l  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  u n t i l  we g o t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Okay, u n t i l  you go t  back down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
. . 

A. Right. 

Q. Now what happened when you moved back toward t h e  
bridge? 

A. When we got  back toward t h e  br idge  I heard an ex-
plos ion  and f i r i n g ,  and I go t  t h e  order  t o  come t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
The number 2 gun had jammed. So I came up f r o n t .  And t h e  
M-79 round was f a l l i n g ,  and a l i t t l e  b i t  of everyth ing  was 
f a l l i n g  around by then .  

Q.. Where were they  f i r i n g ?  What was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
f i r e ?  

A.  They was f i r i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  we had--they 
were going i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  came through t h a t  morn-
ing .  

Q u  Same v i l l a g e .  Now would you give m e  t h e  o rde r  o r  
sequence of t h i s .  Did t h i s  explosion occur f i r s t  o r  d i d  t h e  
f i r i n g  occur f i r s t ?  

A. I th ink  t h e  explosion occured f i r s t .  
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Q. Did t h e  f i r i n g  sound l i k e  it was our  f i r e  o r  was 
it f i r e  coming i n ?  

A. I couldn 't t e l l  because--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  When you moved up, you say the  
number 2 gun jammed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q When you moved up t o  take  i ts  p lace ,  was t h e r e  any
f i r e  coming i n ?  

A. .When I moved up t o  take  h i s  p lace  I j u s t  s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g .  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  about it. 

Q But you c o u l n ' t  t e l l  whether you were r ece iv ing  any 
f i r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  My main o b j e c t i v e  was t o  g ive  them 
some support  s o  they  could t r y  t o  maneuver. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  When you were f i r i n g ,  you were f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. What had been t h e  v i l l a g e .  We burned it down. 

Q. Okay, you were f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you had 
burned t h e  day before .  

A. Right. 

Q. Now where were you f i r i n g  with r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
t roops?  Were you a l l  on l i n e  f i r i n g ?  

A. W e  were on l i n e  because we came up t o  t h e  br idge 
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Nobody had s t a r t e d  moving toward - t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
anything? 

A. Eventual ly  they s t a r t e d  moving toward it. I d o n ' t  
th ink  anybody w a s  moving toward it by t h e  time I g o t  the re .  
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  About t h i s  t ime,  d i d  a chopper come i n  
and evacuate?  There w a s  a man wounded, TAYLOR w a s  wounded, 
l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  He w a s  wounded by a mine o r  a booby t r a p ?  

A.  . I - -persona l ly  I don 7 know. H e  s a i d  it was a mine. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he was wounded i n ?  Did 
you see  him? 

A I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  a r e a .  The only t h i n g  I saw--I  
had t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  chopper coming i n .  

Q - When you w e r e  brought forward when t h e  number 2 gun 
was o u t ,  was t h a t  t he  purpose of your moving forward,  t o  set 
up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  chopper? 

A. The purpose of m e  moving forward was t o  g i v e  f i r e  
suppor t .  

Q. F i r e  s u p p o r t ,  and then  a f t e r  t h a t  you were t o  se- a 
cu re  t h e  chopper? rn 
A. Secure  t h e  area f o r  t h e  chopper. 


Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did you move t o  do t h a t  o r  d i d  you s t a y  
a 

.a 


i n  t he  same l o c a t i o n ?  

A ,  I had t o  move from t h e  back element up f r o n t  t o  
g ive  them suppor t  of f i r e .  From t h e  p o s i t i o n  I was i n ,  I 
had t o  move around t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  chopper.  

Q.  But t h e  chopper came i n  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  where you 
w e r e  located--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  


Q And took  TAYLOR o u t .  Did anybody go o u t  wi th  him? 


A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q.  Was t h i s  a medical  he ' l i cop te r ,  a dus to f  f ,  o r  w a s  
it a s l i c k ;  or w a s  i t  a c ~ m m a n dand control sh ip?  
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A.  I I 'rn n o t  sure .  

Anybody g e t  o f f  of i t ?  

A. I f  I 'rn no t  mistaken, it was probably a command 
chopper. I t h i n k  someone got--1 'm n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
someone go t  o f f  because it seems l i k e  I can remember we had 
about two i n t e r p r e t e r s  with us  a l l  day t h a t  day. 

Q - And you dontt know when they came i n ?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q Were these  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. They were. 

Q Were they i n  uniform? 

A. They w a s  i n  uniform. 

Q. I n  ARVN Uniform? 

A. Right.  

Q . The chopper came i n  and evacuated TAYLOR. Now was 
t h e  chopper e s c o r t e d  by gunships o r  d i d  you s e e  any gun-
ships?  

A. The gunships came i n  t h e  a rea .  They c a l l e d  the  gun-
sh ips .  

Q. When w a s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  evacuat ion o r  before? 

A. That one I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Canft remember. Did t h e  gunships make some f i r i n g  
passes?  

A.  Yes, they made f i r i n g  passes .  

Q. How many? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, it was a l i t t l e  too  c l o s e  f o r  me. 

Q. Where was the  t a r g e t ?  Was it t h a t  v i l l a g e  again,  or--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  The v i l l a g e  again.  


Q - And were they f l y i n g  down the c o a s t  of-- 


A. ( In te rpos ing)  They were f l y i n g  down t h e  t r a i l ,  
coming over ,  down the  t r a i l .  

Q. Right over  t h e  same t r a i l  you had walked? 


A ,  They was f i r i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  we were going down. 


Q F i r i n g  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and you d o n ' t  know how 
many passes they made. What type of ordnance were they 
using? Was it rocke t s  o r  machineguns?. 

A. They .were using rocke t s  and miniguns. 

Q Miniguns ? 

Yes. 

Q Two choppers o r  more?a 

A, I th ink  it was two. Q 
OJ 


Q - D i d  you happen t o  see a bubble, LOH, around t h e r e ?  

A. I can" say. I would say t h a t  I d id .  

Q . You mentioned t h a t  you had a couple of i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
Do you f e e l  they weren ' t  with you t h a t  n igh t?  

A. They could have been, 

Q- You th ink  they could have been t h e r e  t h a t  night? .  

A, They could have been because it was very seldom 
t h a t  I got  a chance t o  g e t  back t o  around the  p la toon l e a d e r  
and s o  f o r t h .  They could have been the re .  

Q. If they had come i n  t h a t  morning, before  TAYLOR was 
h i t ,  how would they have go t t en  i n ?  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I don 't know. 

Q But you th ink  they were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they were-

Q. Or approximately t h e  time they came i n  t o  evacuate 
TAYLOR? 

A. They would have had t o  be t h e r e  then ,  

Why ? 

A. A l l  I know i s  I s a w  them t h e  nex t  day. 

Q You don ' t  remember exac t ly  when. 

A, I d o n ' t  remember when. 

Q Now TAYLOR was evacuated, the  gunships made t h e i r  
gun passes ,  an undetermined number, and then  what happened? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  they went through searching  and w e  kep t  
going on down t h e  t r a i l .  

Q .  B Company crossed t h e  br idge?  The r e s t  of the  
company? 

A. I t h i n k  so.  And we went on down the  t r a i l  burning 
v i l l a g e s .  

Q - So when B Company crossed  the  br idge ,  was t h i s  a f -
ter--how long a f t e r  t h e  gunship runs? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  exac t ly  say bu t  it c o u l d n ' t  have been 
too  long,  because we were supposed t o  meet t h e r e  the  next  
morning. We were supposed t o  meet and, I t h i n k ,  we were sup-
posed t o  secure  t h e  br idge f o r  t h e  company t o  come across .  

Q 0 '  A l l  r i g h t .  The company moved south.  D o  you re-
member where your platoon was i n  t h e  company, i n  t h e  r e a r  
or the  f r o n t ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  I can't. 
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Q You say a s  t hey  moved sou th  they  were burn ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  Was t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  burning t h e  v i l l a g e  given 
t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  o r  element3 W a s  it a p l a t o o n  respon-
s i b i l i t y  o r  a squad r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  o r  was it j u s t  i n fo rma t ion  
passed o u t  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  how t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was c a r r i e d  
ou t?  

A. Well, we h a d n ' t  heard anyth ing ,  a t  least  I h a d n ' t  
heard anyth ing  s i n c e  t h e  day t h a t  they s a i d  w e  were going o u t  
on sea rch  and d e s t r o y .  

Q.  I see .  I n  o t h e r  words, no th ing  was passed  down 
a s  f a r  as you know about  burn ing  from t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  
s t andpo in t ?  

A. Not s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  day we went o u t .  

Well ,  t h e  burn ing  t h a t  went on down t h e r e ,  d id  t h a t  3Q 
appear t o  be planned beforehand by B Company o r  w a s  t h i s  as -m 
a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s ea rch  and des t roy?  Was it 
the  o t h e r  two p l a t o o n s  t h a t  had come over  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  
were doing t h i s ,  o r  was i t  t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  w a s  burning? 0 

01 

A. The whole company was burning.  

Q. Now as you moved down sou th ,  d i d  you encounte r  any 
more r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  because w e  went a l l  t h e  
way t o  t h e  wate r  and t u r n e d  around and came back. 

Q - Did you run  i n t o  many c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. W e  ran i n t o  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  down t h e r e .  

Q *  Down sou th?  

A. T h a t ' s  back down t h i s  way. 

Q. Y e s .  

A, We r a n  i n t o  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  down t h e r e .  I f  
f a c t ,  something l i k e  an i s l a n d  s i ts  o f f  o u t  i n  t h e r e .  Civ-
i l i a n s  came o u t  of t h e r e  i f  I'm n o t  mistaken.  
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Q Now you moved back down from t h e  br idge and you
kep t  going south?  I d o n ' t  know, you were probably in land.  
You weren ' t  a long the  s e a ,  o r  were you? 

A. This  i s  the--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  br idge  r i g h t  up t h e r e ,  
over t o  t h e  r i g h t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  No, t h i s  is a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  
down. 

A, W e l l  we came across  t h e  br idge and we came a l l  t h e  
way down here.  I t  looks l i k e  an i s l a n d  o r  something o u t  i n  
here.  

Q There ' s  a couple of i s l a n d s  i n d i c a t e d  down t h e r e  
i n  t h e  channel of t h e  r i v e r .  You could be th inking  of the 
next  day where t h e r e ' s  a b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e ,  where the  
MEDCAP came i n .  

A. W e  came down he re  and turned  around and went back 
up t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q- So you remember t h a t ?  

A, I remember t h a t .  

Q- But the  a r e a  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about when you 
saw a number of c i v i l i a n s  was on the  way south?  

A. Pardon. 

Q- The a r e a  where you saw the  number of c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  
one a rea ,  w a s  as you moved south? You were burning those v i l -
lages  down the re?  

A. Right ,  A f t e r  we came back t o  the  v i l l a g e  where t h e  
br idge was, then  we s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  So we l e f t  and 
we came a l l  t h e  way through h e r e ,  almost--right o u t  t o  the  
water. 

CI - . Right ou t  t o  the  water .  . And t h i s  is  where you were 
burning t h e  v i l l a g e s  ? 
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A .  W e  s topped burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s  someplace a long  
i n  he re .  

Why? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I: don 't know why they  s topped ,  b u t  
t hey  d i d n ' t  burn any o u t  he re .  

MR WALSH: A r e  you t h i n k i n g  about  an a r e a  where t h e r e  w a s  a 
b i g  v i l l a g e  and you c o l l e c t e d  t o g e t h e r  a l o t  of  peop le ,  hun-
d reds  of  people  on t h e  beach? 

A. Maybe I ' m  going t h e  wrong way, b u t  I though t  it 
w a s  up h e r e  where we c o l l e c t e d  a l o t  o f  people ,  on t h e  beach 
where w e  l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t  and had a  MEDCAP. 

COL WILSON: You've g o t  i t  r i g h t ,  b u t  it sounds l i k e  t h e r e  I s  
a couple of t h i n g s  t h e r e  t h a t  you might have mixed i n  on t h e  
t i m e  b a s i s .  You moved sou th  and a s  you o r i g i n a l l y  s a i d  you 
were burn ing  v i l l a g e s  going s o u t h .  I t h i n k  t h e y  s t i l l  had t h e  
g i r l  on t h e  p o i n t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t .  

A. They t u r n e d  h e r  l o o s e ,  u n t i e d  h e r .  She w a s  s t i l l  
w i t h  t h e  u n i t .  They took t h e  rope o f f  h e r  and l e t  h e r  walk 
on. 

Q. YGU were qc ing  s o u t h ,  bu rn ing ,  and ycu h i t  t h e  
sou the rn  t i p  down t h e r e .  Then you went back and you went i n -  
t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

Q - So p c i n t  c u t  about  where t h a t  l a a g e r  w a s .  You 
went i n t o  a  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  s t i l l  sou th  o f  t h a t  b r i d g e  and 
a c t u a l l y  somewhere r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  Actua l ly  down t h e r e  on t h a t  
p o i n t ,  t h e r e  could  have been a  h e l i c o p t e r  coming down t h e r e ,  
i f  you r e c a l l .  Colonel  BARKER could  have been down t h e r e  * 

f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod .  Do you remember i t  w a s  very  h o t  t h a t  
day. You had t o  move a long  way. 

A .  I t  w a s  h o t .  When w e  moved i n t o  t h a t  f i r e ,  it w a s  
even h o t t e r .  

(MADISON) 42 APP T-254 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




F O R  O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

MR WALSH: When you were moving down t h e r e ,  were you doing a 
l o t  of f i r i n g ?  

A. Af te r  the  gunships came through the  v i l l a g e  down 
t h e r e ,  we--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any more f i r e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  we 
came through t h a t  village down there a t  t h e  br idge.  

Q Some people were p r e t t y  upse t  over TAYLOR g e t t i n g  
wounded, and they had q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  t h a t  day while 
moving down t h e r e .  You d o n ' t  remember it t h a t  way? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a f t e r  we passed through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

LTC NOLL: What about demoli t ions? 

A. They blew those the  f i r s t  day we g o t  the re .  

Q Hoy about f u r t h e r  south? 

A. There weren ' t  t oo  many blown down t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: Did you run i n t o  many c i v i l i a n s  down t h a t  way? 

A. There was a l o t  of them down on t h e  i s l a n d .  

COL WILSON:. Are you t a l k i n g  about an i s l a n d ?  Do you mean 
across  t h e  r i v e r ?  Were t h e s e  people you contacted o r  were 
these  people across  the  r i v e r ?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  con tac t  them, they were--a sandbar - was 
ou t  i n  t h e r e  and they were out  t h e r e .  

Q o  What were they doing? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Nobody from the  coinpany t a l k e d  t o  them? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. They were some d i s t a n c e  from you? 

A.  I t  was a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know 
exac t ly  where it was. 
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CI When you l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  do you remember ge t -
t i n g  a h o t  meal? 

A. W e  had a h o t  meal t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q - Do you remember b r i n g i n g  i n  any s u p p l i e s ?  

A ,  No, n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  day--you t a l k e d  about  e a r l i e r  
a couple  of i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  Do you remenber any o t h e r  Vietnam-
e s e ,  o r  U.S. M I ,  o r  U.S . photographers ,  o r  anybody l i k e  t h a t  
j o i n i n g  t h e  company and going sou th  wi th  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Do you remember any of  them coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  
w i t h  t h e  r a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  h o t  chow, anybody s t r a n g e  coming 
i n ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  have seen  them anyway. 

Q You w e r e n ' t  around where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ?  

A .  Right ,  

Q- And iip u n t i l  Lhis t ime you hztdn't s een  anybody 
e x c e p t  t h o s e  two i n t e r p r e t e r s  you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  wasn ' t  
i n  t h e  p la toon .  You d i d n ' t  s e e  a guy running around wi th  a 
MACV patch  on and a camera, d i d  you? 

A ,  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q I Did you have a camera? 

A. Pardon, 

Q .  Did you c a r r y  a camera wi th  you? 

A. No, sir. 

0 ,  D o  you know of anybody that di-d? 

A ,  Well, q u i t e  a few of them t r i e d  it, b u t  you took 
a few p i c t u r e s  and c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them developed.  
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Q Who had a camera, do you know? 

A. CARDINES had one. I had one i n  the  beginning. 

Q Who had one on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who had one on t h i s  opera t ion .  

LTC NOLL: The gunships f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then d i d  
t h e  company l i n e  up and sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  swept through. 

Q Did you f i n d  anything? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  one p la toon engaging two VC i n  the  
af te rnoon this day, moving south?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q 0 Do you r e c a l l  s ea rch ing  f o r  any mines? 

A. The p o i n t  team would run i n t o  those  f i r s t .  

MR WALSH: Let  m e  ask you, d i d  you hear  any conversa t ions  t h a t  
evening i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  among the  men about how many VC were 
k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. W e  never d i d  t a l k  t o o  much about t h a t  i n  our p la-
toon. 

Q- Did you hear  anything about t h e  p o i n t  team t a l k i n g  
about how many people they  k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. A l l  day long,  d i d  you s e e  any dead bodies? 

A .. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q. Did anybody t e l l  you they had seen  any? 

A. You h e a r  a l o t .  Every guy has  a war s t o r y .  

Q .  What I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do is t r y  a s  h a r d  as you can 
t o  remember what anybody might have t o l d  you a t  that '  t i m e .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay ,  because I wasn? paying any 
a t t e n t i o n  anyway. So i f  they wculd have t o l d  me, I ' ve  f o r -
go t t en .  

LTC NOLL: Do you know of anybody t h a t  went a long  behind t h e  
p l a toon  and examined t h e s e  bunkers t h a t  w e r e  blown up, looked 
f o r  bodies  i n s i d e ?  

A ,  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q - Did you h e a r  any s t o r i e s  about  a number o f  people  
k i l l e d  i n s i d e  t h e  bunkers?  

A, No, s i r ,  

COL WILSON: I n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17 th  
w i t h  t h e  company, and you moved o u t  t h e  nex t  morning, do you 
remember i f  t h i s  day t h e r e  were any ARVN w i t h  you o r  no t?  Do 
you remember s e e i n g  any i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  say.  They would have been i n  t h e  middle 
of t he  company anyway. Unless t hey  had t o  pas s  by u s ,  I 
never  would have seen  them. 

Q. A s  you moved on up t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  you g o t  i n t o  an 
a r e a  where t h e r e  w e r , ?  seine pretty big- v i l l a g e s .  Do  yoii re-
member t h a t ?  Do you remember a f i shpond  up t h e r e ,  a b i g  pond? 
It could have been d ry?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  

(The wi tnes s  w a s  g i v e n ' a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  on a e r i a l  
photograph P-185. ) 

Q. 30 ycu renerrber coming up h e r e  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
and rounding up a bunch of Vietnamese? Do you remember what 
you d i d ?  Did you go on sweeps o r  d i d  you s t a y  h e r e ?  

A. W e  went th rough ,  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  people ,  and 
brought  them back up t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  back t h i s  way. 
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Q U p  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  here? I n  o t h e r  words, you kep t  
on going t h i s  way? 

A. Right,  

Q D o  you remember whether you moved along t h e  beach 
or  whether you moved--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was along the  beach. 

Q And you j u s t  s e n t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  back? 

A. Right ,  s e n t  them back, 

Q Now d i d  you s t a y  o u t  a l l  day? 

A. W e  s t ayed  o u t  t h e r e  a l l  day. Af te r  w e  g o t  every-
body back up t h e r e ,  we s e t  up around t h e r e  a l l  day. 

Q. And t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a l l  went back here.  What time 
d i d  you go back? 

A. W e  l aagered  down t h e r e  someplace. 

Q. You went back be fo re  dark? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q B y  t h e  time you g o t  back, had the  medical personnel
already come i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I s a w  t h e  choppers coming. I d i d n ' t  know what was 
happening. 

Q. You s a w  the  choppers coming while  you were ou t  mak-
ing t h e  sweep? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many were t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. What d i d  they do, land ou t  on t h e  beach? 

A. They landed up i n  he re ,  t h a t  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e .  It 
was secure  a f t e r  we had g o t t e n  a l l  t h e  people up. t h e r e .  I don't  
know what happened up t h e r e .  
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Q. Okay, t h e  choppers came i n .  Was t h e  medical  team 
t h e r e  when you g o t  back? 

A. I never  d i d  g e t  back up where a l l  t h o s e  people  w e r e .  

Q You never  d i d ?  Where d i d  you go? 

A. W e  w a s  down t h e r e  s e t t i n g  up s e c u r i t y  and c l e a r i n g  
o u t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. The people  were l e f t  back i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and then  
the  company c l o s e d  i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. When they  came i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  d i d  you see 
any Vietnamese o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  ARVN personne l  w i t h  t h e  
company ? 

A. I t h i n k  so ,  

Q Did you s e e  any M I  pe r sonne l ,  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
personne l?  You might n o t  r ecogn ize  them excep t  they  would 0 1  

CO
be s t r a n g e r s? 

a.  When they  came back i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  when t h e  C\1 

company c losed  back i n  and t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  l e f t  back t h e r e ,  
d i d  you s e e  any of t h e  medical  pe r sonne l  t h a t  had been con-
duc t ing  t h e  IMEDCAP t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Q When they came back i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  B Company 
came back i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  you observe  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  pro- 
cedures  of t h e  Vietnamese and i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A, Mot t h a t  I know ofo 

Q - Did you s e e  any Americans i n t e r r o g a t i n g  Vietnamese? 

A ,  Not t h a t  I know o f .  W e  had two walking i n  f r o n t  
of us c l e a r i n g  t h e  area, . 
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Q • You had them working f o r  you? 

A. Right,  we had them walking i n  f r o n t  of us. 

Q - For mines? 

A, Y e s .  

Q But I mean on the  b a s i s  of i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them, w a s  
anybody--did you see  anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  Vietnamese 
back t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

Q M I  personnel ,  Vietnamese, o r  o t h e r  U. S .  types in-
t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

I d i d n ' t  s e e  them.A. 

Q . Did you hea r  of any mistreatment  of Vietnamese 
suspec t s  o r  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No. 

s Q - You d i d n ' t  hea r  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A, No. 

Q *  You d i d n ' t  hear  about any g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  
c u t  o f f  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  a t  any time during t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you hea r  about any abnormal procedures f o r  
ques t ion ing  Vietnamese up here? 

A. No, sir.  

Q . Okay. You g o t  back i n t o  t h e  per imeter  and s e t  it 
up. What happened? 

A. W e l l ,  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  l a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  w e  
g o t  h i t .  We g o t  h i t  by mortar and s o  f o r t h .  

Q What time t h a t  n i g h t  d i d  you g e t  h i t ?  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I was t h i r d  guard ,  t h i r d  
o r  f o u r t h  guard. I was on guard when it happened. 

Q. Were you awake when t h e  mortar  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A, . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  muzzle b l a s t ?  

A. I d i d .  

Q. How f a r  away w a s  i t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  how f a r  away it was. A l l  I know 
is I s a w  it f l a s h .  WILLIAMS, he was t h e r e  too .  He s a w  it 
a l s o .  But I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  it was t h e  f l a s h  of mor ta rs  u n t i l  
they  s t a r t e d  dropping.  They k e p t  f l a s h i n g  and k e p t  dropping 
down t h e r e .  So I s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e ,  r e t u r n  f i r e .  I had s t a r t e d  
r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  o u t  t h e r e .  I f i r e d  i n  my s e c t o r  and I n o t i c e d  
the o t h e r  s e c t o r  w a s n ' t  f i r i n g .  I f i r e d  a l l  my ammo. I n  t h e  
m e a n t i m e ,  I had g o t t e n  more ammo. During t h e  t i m e  
t hey  w a s  dropping they  g o t  MILUS because they  was f i r i n g  
a i r  a s s a u l t  and M-79 over  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  But a t  f i r s t - -  

0 - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How f a r  w a s  MILUS from you? 

3. MILUS w a s  about ,  I Id say 50 meters. 

Q. When t h e  mor ta r  began t o  f i r e ,  was it preceded by 
s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e ?  Did you r e c e i v e  any s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  a f t e r  
you began f i r i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  we had s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  
I t  seems about  t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  mortar  exploded w e  w e r e  
r e c s i v i n g  sma l l  arms f i r e .  

Q. Did Sergeant  VANN f i r e  counte rmor ta r  f i r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Q. Couldn ' t  h e a r  a t  a l l  t h e  811 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A, I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing .  
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Q During t h e  day d i d  you s e e  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming
in t h e r e ?  I t  would have been l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A, The on ly  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  I s e e n  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q What about  a Vietnamese woman who was wounded. Did 
you see  a wounded Vietnamese woman brought  i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you h e a r  about  one l e g  miss ing ,  a l e g  i n j u r e d ?  

A. I'm n o t  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Now when you g o t  t h e  mor ta r  f i r e  and MILUS was k i l l e d  
and t h e  o t h e r  people  were wounded, d i d  you g e t  an evacua t ion  
chopper i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were they  e s c o r t e d  by gunships?  

A. There w e r e  gunships .  Gunships came i n ,  and t h e  med-
evac chopper came i n .  

Q. They took o u t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  Did t h e  gunships s t a y  
t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. The gunships  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  We had 
what we c a l l e d  "Puff t h e  Magic' Dragon. " 

Q. H e  w a s  i n  t h e r e  most of t h e  n i g h t ?  W a s  he f i r i n g  
a l l  n i g h t ?  

A, He f i r e d  awhi le .  

Q- I n t e r m i t t e n t l y .  Did anyth ing  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  happen 
dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ?  I wonder where a l l  t h e s e  people  were? I 
guess t hey  were i n  t h e  bunkers?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  w e r e .  

Q. Did any th ing  e l s e '  happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A, Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
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Q I w a n t  t o  see i f  I can g e t  your  f i r e  t e a m  d o w n .  
Y o u r  f i re  team w a s  c o m p o s e d  of whom? 

A.  J e r r y  WARNER, and I d o n ' t  k n o w  this other  m a n .  

Q. J u s t  you and WARNER and one o t h e r  m a n ?  

A .  J u s t  u s ,  ass is tant  gunner and ammo bearer. 

Q STRACHAN and STEINBRECIIER, it w a s n ' t  e i t h e r  one 
of t h e m ?  

A. N o , . s i r .  STRACHAN w a s  on the number 2 gun w i t h  
MILUS.  

Q. H e  w a s  w i t h  MILUS? Who d i d  MILUS have? 

A ,  MILUS had- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  STRACHAN? 

A .  A n e w  m a n ,  I don 't k n o w  w h o  he  w a s .  

Q What about WARNER. 

A. T h a t ' s  J e r r y  WARNER, he w a s  w i t h  me .  

Q How about STEINBRECHER? 

A. STEINBRECHER had g o t t e n  w o u n d e d  e a r l i e r ,  so he 
w a s  i n  the hopi ta l .  

Q . So STRACHAN w a s  t h e  on ly  one you r e m e m b e r  w i t h  
MILUS t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Y e s .  

Q MILUS had number 2? 

A. N u m b e r  2 .  

Q . Y o u  had number 1. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

& D i d  you k n o w  T e r r y  R E I D ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q Where was he assigned,  where w a s  he working? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  F i r s t  he was a g renad ie r ,  then 
a r i f leman.  I d o n ' t  know whether he came t o  the  machinegun 
squad o r  the  weapons squad o r  n o t ,  I th ink  he was. I 
th ink  he d i d  go over t o  the  number 2 gun, I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q- You never d i d  know the  i n t e r p r e t e r  from B Corn-
pany, a man named P H U ,  Sergeant  P H U ,  is t h a t  r i g h t ?  I 
showed you a couple of p i c t u r e s  of him and you d i d n ' t  iden-
t i f y  them, H e  used t o  be up around f i r e  base Dot t i e  a l o t .  

A. Vietnamese ? 

8. Yes. 

A. The name r i n g s  a b e l l .  

Q. Let me  show you a couple more p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
might--this is photo P-66, do you recognize anybody i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t h i s  guy looks l i k e  Jimmy J E N K I N S .  

Q. I t ' s  not .  You d o n ' t  recognize e i t h e r  one of 
t h e s e  people h e r e ,  these  Vietnamese? Here 's  a  d i f f e r e n t  
angle  (P-67) . 
A. I d o n ' t  recognize them. 

Q. What's t h e  normal pxocedure f o r  a body count? 
Has somebody g o t  t o  see  t h e  body, o r  i s  it an es t ima te?  

A. Well, I t h i n k '  t h e  f i r s t  body count we g o t  when 
w e  w a s  over  t h e r e  w a s  by chopper. 

Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  by chopper? 

A. Tha t ' s  the  way t h i s  w a s  done because we d i d n ' t  
g e t  o u t  t h e r e  ourse lves .  

Q. I c a n ' t  blame you. Was t h i s  o u t  i n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. This  w a s - - I  guess it was i n  our  a r e a  of opera t ions .  

The day t h a t  you went back up, when you moved 
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from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  on the 18 th  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e  i n  
t h e  no r th  by t h e  f ishpond where you g o t  a l l  t h e  peop le  rounded 
up f o r  t he  MEDCAP, you s a i d  you s topped burn ing  v i l l a g e s .  Is 
t h i s  t h e  p l a c e  where you s topped? 

A.  We s topped  going sou th .  Going back n o r t h  w e  
d i d n ' t  burn anyth ing  e i t h e r .  

Q a You s topped  going sou th .  Why, do you know? 

A. I don 't know. 

Q Did you change your o p e r a t i o n s  any a f t e r  t h a t  
t ime? Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  . o v e r  i n  tact ics o r  p rocedures?  

A .  N o ,  n o t  t o o  much. A f t e r  t h a t  we went back t o  
Colonel  ADKINS.  Right  a f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  went back ove r .  H i s  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  completely d i f f e r e n t  from Colonel  BARKER a l t o -
get h e r  . 
Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  How w a s  t h a t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I guess by be ing  a t a s k  f o r c e  we'd more o r  
less CA i n  and s t a y  about  5 days ,  and go up t o  a f i r e  base ,  
and back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  aga in .  But w i t h  Colonel  ADKINS w e  
s t a y e d  o u t  i n  the--

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s t a y e d  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. D i d n ' t  e v e r  go back t o  t h e  fire base? 

A.  You g o t  back very  seldom. 

Q You mean you j u s t  s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e  and walked 
around a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  never  d i d  g e t  back t o  a bunker? I t  
w a s  b e t t e r  t o  be w i t h  BARKER t h e n ,  back t h e r e  w i t h  your  
o l d  b a t t a l i o n .  

A. I t h i n k  s o .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q Nobody ever  quest ioned t h a t  you know c f ,  asked 
about t h e  opera t ion?  You were never quest ioned? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  any rumors about C Company o r  
B Company k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  opera t ion  
by anybody? 

A. No, sir. 

8 Do you know of any time dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any t o r t u r i n g  or  maltreatment by U . S .  o r  
Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Vietnamese popula t ion  of t h i s  
a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I ' m  talking p r i x a r i l y  shout Li'--'I L G L L ~ c j a t i o a ~ .  

A. No, sir,  I would n o t  know anything about i n t e r r o -
gat ions.  

Q. No mistreatment? 

A. Not t h a t  I 've seen. 

Q This  woman t h a t  was with the  p o i n t  group, was 
she fed? 

A. Yes, ' sir .  

Q Did you hea r  any time dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  about 
any rapes occurr ing  ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. D o  you know of any problem with marijuana i n  the  
company? 

A.  No, sir. 
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Q If you go back home and you f i n d  t h a t  you 've  got  
any th ing  t h a t  might  ass i s t  u s ,  l i k e  a  photograph,  o r  a l e t t e r ,  
o r  a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g ,  o r  something t h a t  might  h e l p  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 'd  l i k e  t o  h e a r  from you and make arrangements  
t o  g e t  it. I d o n ' t  know i f  you have any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  o r  
n o t ,  b u t  i f  you do you might  f i n d  something i n  you r  baggage 
o r  goods t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  unpacked. Major THOMAS w i l l  g i v e  
you h i s  number b e f o r e  you l e a v e .  You can c a l l  us  i f  you run 
a c r o s s  something t h a t  might  be  o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  We're p r imar i -
l y  i n t k r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d  o f  4 o r  5 days .  
You might f i n d  a photograph o r  something,  you c a n ' t  t e l l .  DO 
you have any f u r t h e r  t e s t imony  o r  any s t a t e m e n t s  t o  make t h a t  
might assist  us?  

A. No. Tha t  ' s about  a l l  I can t h i n k  o f ,  t h a t  I w a s  
s u r e  of. 

Q M r .  MADISON, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  you r  
t es t imony  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e x c e p t  a s  you may b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  competent  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  admin i s t r a -
t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. Any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A* No. 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  will be r e c e s s e d ,  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1700 hou r s ,  27  J anua ry  
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MICHENER, Mor r i s  G .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 2  J anua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Ri f leman,  F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  
B/4/3. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  j o i n e d  Bravo Company when it was s t a t i o n e d  
i n  Hawaii i n  A p r i l  o f  1967 (pg .  2 )  . H e  w a s  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  
t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  e x c e p t  f o r  a s h o r t  TDY p e r i o d  i n  J u n e  1968 
(pg. 3) 

2. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s , d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  
h a n d l i n g  o f  PWs p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  dawa i i  (pg . 3)  . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had g e n e r a l  t r a i n i n g  on t r e a t m e n t  o f  
p r i s o n e r s  and on t h e  Geneva Convent ions (pg. 3 ) .  I n  Vietnam, 
t h e y  had g e n e r a l  i n - c o u n t w t r a i n i n g  and a rev iew o f  t h e  
Geneva Convent ions i n  p l a t o o n - s i z e  classes (pg.  4 ) .  The 
c l a s s  was g i v e n  by someone from o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  company 
(pg. 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had s e e n  E x h i b i t  M-2, "Nine Ru les" ,  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  g iven  one o f  t h e  c a r d s  a t  e i t h e r  
the i n -coun t ry  t r a i n i n g  o r  when t h e y  l e f t  H a w a i i  (pgs .  4 ,  5 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  had s e e n  E x h i b i t  M-3 "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", 
and had been i s s u e d  one o f  t h o s e  c a r d s  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e y  had one  c l a s s  on t h e  c a r d s  i n  which t h e  c a r d s  w e r e  
e x p l a i n e d  (pg. 5 ) .  They were a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  
c a p t u r e d  any Vietnamese t h e y  were t o  r e p o r t  them t o  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  who would h a n d l e  them (pg. 6 )  . I f  a 
Vietnamese was f l e e i n g ,  t h e y  were t o  s h o u t ,  "Dung L a i "  t h r e e  
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t i m e s  and i f  he  d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  t hey  were t o  f i r e  o v e r  h i s  
head.  I f  t h e  peop le  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  t h e y  w e r e  t o  s h o o t  
t o  wound (pg .  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
b e i n g  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  company b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it had been  
g iven  i n  Hawaii as w e l l  as i n  Vietnam (pg.  6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e y  were t o l d  t o  r e p o r t  any m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  t o  
t h e i r  squad l e a d e r ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  was l a x  (pg. 7 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  obed ience  o f  i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s  though t h e r e  w e r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  on i t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
c l a s s room and remembered t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  
SPRAGGINS, b e i n g  asked  about  i t .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e y  
e v e r  r e c e i v e d  an answer (pg .  7 ) .  

3 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  B r i e f i n g  by S e r g e a n t  LIAS. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a  b r i e f i n g  be ing  g i v e n  by 
S e r g e a n t  LIAS on the even ing  o f  1 5  March. The squad 
w a s  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  t h e y  would combat a s s a u l t  
by h e l i c o p t e r  i n t o  a n  a r e a  known a s  P i n k v i l l e  (pg.  8 ) .  
The l a n d i n g  zone was p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  them on a  map and t h e y  
w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  a f t e r  l a n d i n g  t h e y  were t o  deploy  and a w a i t  
f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  from t h e  company commander (pg .  8 )  . They 
w e r e  t o  sweep t h e  a r e a  and  look  f o r  VC and VC s y m p a t h i z e r s  
(pg .  8 ) .  There were no i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  t h e  squad  
conce rn ing  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  h o o t c h e s ,  t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  t h e  d e s t r o y i n g  o f  food and an ima l s  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  They were t o l d  t o  check any t u n n e l s  t h e y  
found,  which was u s u a l l y  done by S p e c i a l i s t  GARDINAS (pg .10 ) .  
They w e r e  t o  g a t h e r  up t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o l l e c t  them i n t o  
one  a r e a ,  and s e a r c h  t h e  hoo tches  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  though t  t h i s  w a s  a normal sweep-type o p e r a t i o n  
p g  11. They w e r e  warned abou t  mines and booby t r a p s ,  
and  e x p e c t e d  t o  e n c o u n t e r  some VC i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  11). They 
were a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  it was a company-size o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e y  were informed where t h e  v a r i o u s  p l a t o o n s  would be  
l o c a t e d  (pg.  1 2 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  was t o  move t o  a l i t t l e  i s l a n d  
and s e a r c h  t h e  hoo tches  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company s t a y e d  
on t h e  mainland a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 2 )  . The area was 
b r o a d c a s t s i n t o n  b e f o r e  t h e y  went i n ,  s o  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  anyone 
l e f t  would b e  VC o r  VC sympa th ize r s  (pg. 6 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  it w a s  a normal o p e r a t i o n  b u t  s a i d  it might  have 
been a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  (pg.  6 8 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  had n o t  
conducted  any s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
and h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  from a  s e a r c h  
and  c l e a r  (pgs .  6 8 ,  69) . 
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b .  B r i e f i n g  by L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM. 

Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM 
was t h e i r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  having taken o v e r  t h e  p la toon  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 7 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  
WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  them a l l  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  t h e i r  squad 
b r i e f i n g  and r e i t e r a t e d  what Se rgean t  LIAS had t o l d  them 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  normally t h e  CP would be  i n  t h e  
middle of  t h e  column w i t h  one squad ahead o f  them and. two 
squads behind (pg. 1 8 ) .  WILLINGHAM may have a l s o  mentioned 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  had been b roadcas ted  t o  (pg. 6 4 ) .  

c .  Order  o f  march f o r  t h e  p la toon .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they  had a t h r e e  man p o i n t  squad 
which was always t h e  p o i n t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  march 
(pg. 15)  . They were t o  move i n  a s i n g l e  f i l e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
and t h e  f i r s t  squad would b e  l a s t  i n  t h e  o r d e r  of march 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  The second and t h i r d  squads would be  ahead o f  
him (pg. 15)  . They would be  accompanied by an FO from t h e  
mor tar  p l a t o o n .  A minesweeper would normally be  wi th  t h e  
p o i n t  (pg. 16)  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR normally 
c a r r i e d  t h e  minesweeper and t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  was a l s o  composed 
o f  S p e c i a l i s t  HOOTON and s p e c i a l i s t  TITTLE (pg. 16)  . 

ASSAULT ACTIVITIES. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

(1) Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  whole company was 
loaded a t  LZ Upt ight  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  was on t h e  second l i f t  
( P ~ S  90,  9 6 ) .  The a i r c r a f t  went i n  t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone 
o v e r  t h e  s e a  and t h e  doorgunners began f i r i n g  when they 
came o v e r  t h e  c o a s t l i n e , a n d  cont inued u n t i l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
touched down (pg. 19)  . On t h e  f i n a l  approach,  they  f i r e d  
f o r  approximately one minute towards t h e  f r o n t  (pg. 20) . 
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  c i r c l i n g - t h e  l a n d i n g  zone b u t  he s a i d  
they  made a s t r a i g h t  approach l and ing  (pg. 2 4 )  . H i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  was on t h e  r i g h e h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e  V format ion  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  The a i r c r a f t  landed i n  a c o r n f i e l d  f a c i n g  n o r t h ,  
and he jumped o u t  o f  t h e  r ight -hand door and ran  p a s t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  They were l o c a t e d  approximately 200 
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y a r d s  a t  t h e  most from t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg.  2 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a few houses on t h e  t r a i l  and s a i d  
they  moved approximately 1 0 0  y a r d s  down t h e  t r a i l  t o  a 
r i c e  paddy. He r e c a l l e d  a demolished l a r g e  p ink b u i l d i n g  
which they passed  when t h e  t r a i l  made a t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
(pgs.  21, 2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p la toon  was f i r i n g  cover  
f i r e  when they l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  They were t o l d  t o  f i r e  t o  
t n e i r  f r o n t  a s  they  ran  towards a l i t t l e  hedgerow which 
was l o c a t e d  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  (pg. 2 2 ) .  They then  grouped up 
and s p r e a d  a long t h e  t r a i l  where they  wa i t ed  approximate ly  
one-half  hour  dur ing  which they  hea rd  e x p l o s i o n s  (pg. 22) . 
H e  heard  t h e  exp los ions  t o  h i s  l e f t  r e a r  b e f o r e  they  g o t  
t o  t h e  pagoda and they  s topped t h e i r  slow movement and 
watched o u t  f o r  s n i p e r s  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The two e x p l o s i o n s  were 
j u s t  a few moments a p a r t  (pg. 25) . When they moved down 
t h e  t r a i l  towards t h e  b r i d g e  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  p a s s i n g  a  road 
t h a t  l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  wi th  a  g a t e  i n  f r o n t  of it 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  

( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  (D 

r-
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  i t  took them approximately 

an hour and a  h a l f  t o  move down t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  The p o i n t  squad was s e n t  a c r o s s  w i t h  t h e  mine- 0 
sweeper and then  t h e  p l a t o o n  moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  The (V 

w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was p u l l i n g  r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  He s t a t e d  when he c r o s s e d  
t h e  b r i d g e , t h e y  se t  up and they began s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches 
(pg. 2 7 ) .  The a r e a  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of  t h e  b r i d g e  f o r  about  
300 t o  400  meters  was sea rched  (pg. 2 8 ) .  Each squad was 
ass igned  an a r e a  by t h e  squad l e a d e r  and they p u t  down t h e i r  
equipment and began s e a r c h i n g  (pg. 2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  and 
P r i v a t e  F i r s t  C lass  WILLIAMS guarded t h e  equipment and were 
l a t e r  jo ined  by P r i v a t e  F i r s t  C l a s s  WARNER (pg. 2 8 ) .  He 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  squad a s  fo l lows :  t h e  
machinegun crew c o n s i s t i n g  of MADISON and WARNER went t o -
g e t h e r  (pg. 29) ; FERNANDEZ and GARCIA were a n o t h e r  team (pg. 30) ; 
g e n e r a l l y ,  HOOTON and TITTLE went t o g e t h e r  along w i t h  
TAYLOR who was on t h e  p o i n t  team (pg.  3 0 ) ;  Se rgean t  LIAS 
and a  S p e c i a l i s t  LITTLE s t a y e d  t o g e t h e r  (pg. 3 0 ) ;  JONES 
and REID u s u a l l y  went o f f  t o g e t h e r  (pg. 3 1 ) ;  and HALL and 
HOLMES from t h e  second squad u s u a l l y  p a i r e d  t o g e t h e r  (pg. 3 1 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they  were looking f o r  booby t r a p s t m i n e s ,  
and t u n n e l  e n t r a n c e s  b u t  they  d i d  n o t  f i n d  any (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  
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s t a t e d  t h e r e  was one hootch about  50 meters from t h e  end 
of  t h e  b r i d g e  b u t  t h e r e  were no hootches immediately a t  t h e  
end o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 3 2 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t r a i l  which 
r a n  n o r t h  and sou th  a s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  n o r t h ,  
making a l e f t ,  and running f o r  50 m e t e r s ,  and then running 
t o  t h e  s o u t h  (pg. 3 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e r e  were a number o f  
hootches a t  t h e  t u r n  b u t  he d i d  n o t  go up t h a t  f a r  (pg .33) .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
a l though  t h e  hootches looked l i v e d  i n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an 81  mm mor tar  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  and s e t t i n g  up 
t o  t h e  l e f t  (pgs.  33, 3 4 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  i t  s t a y e d  on t h e  
o t n e r  s i d e  (pg. 33) . The p l a t o o n  was s p r e a d  o u t  a s  they  
approached t h e  b r i d g e  and he was n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  know 
what went on up f r o n t  because t h e  t r a i l  t u r n e d  and t h e  
a r e a  was overgrown wi th  brush  (pg. 34) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  per -  
haps t h e r e  were one o r  two rounds o f  s n i p e r  f i r e  b u t  he was 
n o t  s u r e  (pg. 34) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  rest of  t h e  company 
came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  
sending t h e  second squad s t r a i g h t  up t h e  road t o  where it 
curved t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  squad se t  u p  QI t h e  l e f t  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  had lunch by t h e  b r i d g e  
and he  approximated t h e  t ime a s  b e i n g  1030 hours  (pg. 3 5 ) .  

( 3 )  Movement of  t h e  u n i t  a f t e r  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  
v i l l a a e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e  p l a t o o n  regrouped 
and moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  (pg. 3 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  a s  they  moved 
p a s t  t h e  b r i d g e  they saw some c i v i l i a n s  over  on t h e  beach 
and a  h e l i c o p t e r  was c a l l e d  i n  from which an i n t e r p r e t e r  
came and questioried t h e  people  (pg. 36) . A t  t h a t  s p o t ,  
chow was flown i n t o  them and they  s e t  up t h e i r  n i g h t  
d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 36) . They s e t  up on t h e  ocean s i d e  
of  a  b r i d g e  from which they could  s e e  hootches  a c r o s s  from 
them and l i g h t s  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  (pg.  3 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  they  
w e r e  se t  up i n  t h e  middle o f  sand dunes,  forming " a  
p la toon  ambush" (pgs .  37., 3 8 ) .  They were t o  guard  t h e  a r e a  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  and m element  from t h e  company was l e f t  t o  guard  
t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  3 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  he remembered s e e i n g  t h e  
f i s h i n g  t r a p s  and a demolished b r i d g e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  (pg .39) .  
I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  people  on t h e  beach,  he s a i d  t h a t  he 
r e c a l l e d  an i n t e r p r e t e r  a long wi th  o t h e r s  g e t t i n g  o f f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 4 0 ) .  He s a i d  t h e r e  was a c a p t a i n  o r  
a l i e u t e n a n t  w i t h  them b u t  he  d i d  n o t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  
a r t i c l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  on t h e  d f i c e r  (pgs.  40, 4 1 )  . The 
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people on t h e  beach were ques t ioned  f o r  30 t o  45 minutes 
and t h e  m a j o r i t y  were r e l e a s e d .  A few were taken o f f  i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 4 1 ) .  They d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  people  t o  
t h e i r  n i g h t  de ' fensive p o s i t i o n ,  which they  t r i e d  t o  conceal  
from t h e  people by moving n o r t h  and then  under darkness  
moving back a s a i n  (pg.  4 1 ) .  Before f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  
t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  they burned some hootches  
which appeared t o  be  abandoned (pgs .  43, 4 4 ) .  his was 
because o f  o r d e r s  t h a t  were passed  down t h e  l i n e  and t h e s e  
were t h e  f i r s t  hootches t h a t  were burned t h a t  day ( p g - 4 4 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  i n  an e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  TAYLOR had found a booby 
t r a p  by t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  4 4 ,  45) . He r e c a l l e d  no i n c i d e n t s  
i n  t h e  movement t o  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  (pg .  4 5 ) .  

( 4 )  A c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t .  

The  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  dug i n t o  t h e  
sandy t e r r a i n  on t h e  western  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  and looked t o  t h e  west  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pgs .  46, 
4 7 ) .  They worked i n  two hour  s h i f t s .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  
t h a t  he was on from 2200 t o  2400 hours  t h a t  n i g h t  and 
0400 t o  0600 hours  t h e  n e x t  morning. The on ly  e v e n t  t h a t  
he n o t i c e d  was t h e  l i g h t s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  i n  a v i l l a g e  
(pgs .  46, 4 7 ) .  He s a i d  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he heard  f i r i n g  
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  b u t  he was n o t  s u r e  (pg. 46) . 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17  March. 

(1) I n i t i a l  movement. 

The squad woke up, 
t h e  movement towards t h e  b r i d g e  

a t e  b r e a k
(pg. 4 8 ) .  

f a s t ,  and began 
They moved i n  a 

column and moved s lowly  (pg. 48) . They used t h e  same o r d e r  
a s  t h e  p rev ious  day wi th  t h e  w i t n e s s  b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r .  
When t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  column g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  he hea rd  an 
exp los ion  and t h e  word was passed  back t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR 
had s t epped  on a mine (pg. 48) . H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
a t  approximately 0900 h o u r s ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  they  moved r a t h e r  
s lowly  (pgs.  48, 4 9 ) .  He was l o c a t e d  about  1 0 0  t o  150 mete r s  
from t h e  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 48) . He saw a medevac 
chopper come i n  and evacua te  TAYLOR approximately one h a l f  
hour a f t e r  t h e  exp los ion  (pg.  4 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  
chopper l a n d  because o f  t r e e s  (pg. 5 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
people were u p s e t  about  TAYLOR (pg.  5 3 ) "  and s t a t e d  t h a t  
p o s s i b l y  people  were looking f o r  revenge f o r  what happened 
t o  him (pg. 6 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  p o i n t  team, who a l l  were ve ry  

(MICHENER) 6 SUM APP T-209 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

a3 

F-

CI 
CV 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


c l o s e  t o  TAYLOR, were very u p s e t  (pg. 6 7 ) .  A f t e r  TAYLOR 
was evacuated  gunships were c a l l e d  i n .  They came i n  from 
t h e  n o r t h  and sprayed t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  making t h r e e  p a s s e s  
(pg. 5 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e r e  were two gunships  and t h e y  
f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  of  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 5 1 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  f i r s t  p a s s  they  were s h o o t i n g  o v e r  t h e  
men i n  t h e  p la toon  and a  round landed between WILLIAMS' 
l e g s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r o c k e t s  be ing  f i r e d  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  it was doorgunners  f i r i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  
p a s s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  Although t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  TAYLOR was 
medevacld a t  approximately 0945 h o u r s ,  when he was t o l d  t h a t  
t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was 0810 hours  when TAYLOR t r i p p e d  
t h e  mine, he agreed t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  and s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  gunships came i n  10 t o  15 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  medevac, 
making i t  abou t  0900 hours  (pg. 5 2 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
sprayed t h e  a r e a  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company moved a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  and moved sou th  of  t h e  b r i d g e  down a l i t t l e  
p e n i n s u l a  on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  (pg. 5 3 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  TAYLOR was evacuated  they were o r d e r e d  
t o  s e a r c h  and burn t h e  hootches (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  heard  t h e  l e a d  . 
elements  f i r i n g  (pg. 54) . H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  march 
a s  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  p l a t o o n s  moving on t h e  ocean s i d e  
o f  t h e  beach i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p l a t o o n  
moving on t h e  edge o f  t h e  beach and t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  moving 
down t h e  middle (pg. 5 4 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  was on a p a t h  w i t h  
t h e  f i r s t  squad i n  t h e  l e a d  (pg. 5 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  
they  moved, he was c a r r y i n g  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  which TAYLOR 
had had (pgs .  54,  5 5 ) .  While h e  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  t h e  
u n i t  had c a p t u r e d  two Vietnamese males ,  one o f  whom was i n  
h i s  2 0 ' s  and t h e  o t h e r  was o l d  (pg. 5 5 ) .  These people  were 
p laced  i n  f r o n t  of  him a s  human mine d e t e c t o r s  and t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he moved 30 t o  40  f e e t  behind them down 
t h e  t r a i l  (pgs .  55, 5 6 ) .  The people  were cons ide red  a s  VC 
s u s p e c t s  and were used u n t i l  they  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
v i l l a g e  a t  which t ime they were s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r  (pgs .  61, 
9 8 ) .  

( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s-a s  they  moved. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  each hootch was 
sea rched  it was des t royed  and burned (pg. 5 6 ) .  This  con t inued  
a l l  t h e  way s o u t h  through each v i l l a g e  (pgs .  56, 5 7 ) .  They 
g a t h e r e d  up t h e  people  a s  they  went through (pg. 57)  . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  were dropping grenades  i n t o  t h e  bunkers  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 5 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
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h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
b u t  h e  d i d  h e a r  t h a t  p e o p l e  were k i l l e d  a s  g r e n a d e s  w e r e  
dropped i n t o  t h e  bunke r s  (pg .  5 8 ) .  He d i d  h e a r  o f  an 
i n c i d e n t  when t h e  machinegunners  w e r e  s p r a y i n g  a v i l l a g e  
i n  which M A D I S O N  f i r e d  a t  a naked woman (pg .  5 9 ) .  When t h e y  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  t h e y  r e s t e d  f o r  
app rox ima te ly  one  h a l f  hou r  and  t h e n  s t a r t e d  back n o r t h  
(pg.  6 0 ) .  They moved a l l  t h e  way back up t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
u s i n g  t h e  same p a t h  and s e a r c h e d  f o r  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  might  have  
missed  (pg.  61)  . They se t  up a t  app rox ima te ly  1600 h o u r s  
b e f o r e  t h e y  g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
v i l l a g e  t h e y  had e n c o u n t e r e d  t h a t  day (pg.  6 1 ) .  H e  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  w h i l k  t h e y  w e r e  
i n  chow l i n e  (pg .  61) . 

( 3 )  The u s e  o f  d e m o l i t i o n s  on bunke r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e y  used  so .much TNT 
blowing  up bunke r s  t h e y  had t o  c a l l  f o r  a r e s u p p l y  o f  it 
(pg .  6 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one was concerned  t h a t  p e o p l e  

migh t  b e  down i n  t h e  bunke r s  which s t r u c k  him a s  u n u s u a l ,  
b u t  h e  f e l t  t h a t  no one  o t h e r  t h a n  VC o r  VC s y m p a t h i z e r s  
were supposed t o  b e  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs .  63,  6 4 ) .  They would 
normal ly  u s e  TNT w i t h  a s t i c k  o f  C4  wrapped a round it. 
A f u s e  was p u t  i n  i t  and  a  b l a s t i n g  cap  (pg .  6 4 ) .  The 
m a t e r i a l s  were s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  e v e r y  man i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  
b u t  it was t h e  p o i n t  team t h a t  d i d  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  work 
(pg .  65) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  peop le  would check 
t o  see i f  p e o p l e  were i n  bunke r s  and h e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  such  
a t h i n g  happening  (pg.  6 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  anyone 
came o u t  o f  a  bunker  h e  would b e  s h o t  (pg .  6 7 )  . Most o f  t h e  
bunke r s  were i n  t h e  hoo tches  (pg .  6 9 ) .  Because t h e  w i t n e s s ,  
f o r  a  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d ,  was c a r r y i n g  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  and  
c l e a r i n g  a p a t h ,  h e  was ahead o f  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  work which 
took  p l a c e  b e h i n d  him (pg .  6 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  t o l d  85 p e o p l e  had  been  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  day and he  
f e l t  t h a t  "someone had a p p a r e n t l y  g o t  down i n t o  t h e  bunke r s  
and coun ted"  (pg .  7 3 ) .  T h i s  i s  because  h e  saw no  b o d i e s  
(pg.  7 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  c o u l d  h e a r  no enemy f i r e  
d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  e x p l o s i o n s  went  on b e h i n d  him 
(pg .  98)  . H e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  between t h e  sound o f  an AK-47 

and  an  M-16 (pg.  99 )  . H e  f i r s t  h e a r d  o f  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  
when h e  w a s  a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  moved s o u t h  (pg .  99)  . 
his w a s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  had  s p r a y e d  t h e  a r e a  and 

t h e  g u n s h i p s  had  f i r e d  i n t o  i t  (pg .  9 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  85 peop le  who w e r e  k i l l e d  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by  t h a t  
i n i t i a l  f i r i n g  o r  by t h e  d e m o l i t i o n s  thrown i n t o  t h e  bunke r s  
(pg .  9 9 ) .  
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Treatment of  c i v i l i a n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e - t h e y  
rounded up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e i r  march t o  t h e  s o u t h  were 
c o l l e c t e d  i n  one p l a c e  (pg.  5 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
s o l d i e r s  r a p i n g  any o f  t h e  females (pg. 5 9 ) .  The c i v i l i a n s  
were g a t h e r e d  i n t o  groups which were l e f t  behind and he 
d i d  n o t  know what happened t o  them a f t e r  he l e f t  (pg .60) .  

( 5 )  A c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h e r e  were 
a few c i v i l i a n  d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  (pg.  7 0 ) .  H e  vaguely remembered a  woman be ing  
medevac'd w i t h  a  shou lde r  wound b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any s p e c i f i c s  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  they  hea rd  f i r i n g  i n  an  a r e a  and 
it was rumored t h a t  someone t r i e d  t o  break through t h e  
C h a r l i e  Company p e r i m e t e r  (pg .  1 0 0 ) .  They d i d  n o t  f i r e  
back t o  t h a t  a r e a  because they  thought  they  would h i t  t h e i r  
own people  (pg. 7 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any f l a r e s  be ing  
used t h a t  n i g h t  w h i l e  he  was on guard  (pg. 7 5 ) .  

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 March. 

(1) I n i t i a l  movement. 

The n e x t  morning a s  they  passed  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t y  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
(pg. 7 5 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  day was s p e n t  
c o l l e c t i n g  people  and sending them back t o  t h e  beach a r e a  
(pg. 76) . H e  was n o t  down on t h e  beach wi th  t h e  people  b u t  
he vaguely remembered a MEDCAP team coming i n  (pg. 7 7 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  p l a t o o n  c o n s i s t e d  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches  looking f o r  mines,  booby t r a p s ,  and 
food caches .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  some VC s u s p e c t s  were found 
i n  t h e  group on t h e  beach a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  7 8 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  when they began t h e i r  movement and moved 
sou th  he  d i d  n o t  see any bod ies  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
because t h e  bod ies  were g a t h e r e d  up and b u r i e d  whi le  they  
were i n  t h e  s o u t h  (pg. 9 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any Vietnamese 
doing t h i s  b u t  r e c a l l e d  p a s s i n g  a graveyard  t h a t  had some 
f r e s h  g raves  i n  i t  (pg.  9 0 ) .  
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( 2 )  A c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s e t  up t h e i r  
n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Ky Xuyen (1) a r e a  (pg .  78) . 
The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  was se t  up f a c i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  t h e  
second  p l a t o o n  was f a c i n g  n o r t h  and t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  was 
f a c i n g  w e s t  (pg.  7 8 ) .  There  was n o t h i n g  on t h e  w a t e r  
because  t h e r e  w e r e  b o a t s  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  p a t r o l l i n g  (pg. 7 8 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  came o f f  o f  g u a r d  a t  0200 h o u r s  
on t h e  n e x t  morning and a s  he was walk ing  b a c k ,  he  h e a r d  
what h e  t h o u g h t  w e r e  s h o t s  (pg .  7 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
t u r n e d  and went i n  back o f  a s a n d  dune which was f o u r  f e e t  
h i g h  and  s t a r t e d  r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  where 
h e  saw what h e  t h o u g h t  were gun f l a s h e s  (pg .  7 9 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  h e  t h e n  began h e a r i n g  e x p l o s i v e s  a l l  a round  him and 
t h a t  t h e  rounds  walked th rough  t h e  midd le  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  
d i r e c t l y  i n  a  l i n e .  The f i r s t  one h i t  a f o x  h o l e  i n  
which t h e r e  was one  of t h e  machinegunners  (pg .  7 9 ) .  The 
second one h i t  200 y a r d s  b e h i n d  him. There  was a  t o t a l  
o f  s i x  rounds  t h a t  came i n .  MADISON and t h e  w i t n e s s  f i r e d  
towards  t h e  s p o t  150 y a r d s  away from them (pg. 79 ) . Someone 
r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  t r o o p s  coming th rough  a s n i p e r  s c o p e  and 
eve ryone  a round  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  began t o  f i r e  (pg .  79)  . 
They f i r e d  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  minu te s  and t h e n  s t o p p e d  and  
c a l l e d  i n  a  medevac t o  medevac t h e  dead and wounded ( p g . 7 9 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM came t o  him and a sked  
him t o  go 20 y a r d s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  p u l l  t h e  p i n  
on a  t r i p  f l a r e  and throw it i n t o  t h e  a i r  (pg .  7 9 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  t o l d  WILLINGHAM t h a t  " a  man c o u l d  g e t  k i l l e d  do ing  
t h a t "  b u t  WILLINGHAM gave  him a d i r e c t  o r d e r  t o  do it and s o  
h e  d i d  (pg.  7 9 ) .  T h i s  was done t o  mark o u t  a  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  which came i n  w i t h  abou t  t e n  rounds  (pg .  79) . 
They a l s o  c a l l e d  i n  Spooky who f i r e d  a round t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  
f o r  app rox ima te ly  one  h a l f  hou r  (pg .  7 9 ) .  The u n i t  t h e n  
dug i n ,  e x p e c t i n g  a  ma jo r  a t t a c k  i n  t h e  n e x t  hour  (pg .  7 9 ) .  

d.  A c t i v i t i e s  on 19 March. 

(1) I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  m o r t a r  
f i r e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  morning 
c a p t a i n  MICHLES came t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  because  he  w a s  t h e  
o n l y  one  who had seen t h e  muzzie f l a s h  from t h e  m o r t a r  
(pg .  102) . H e  p o i n t e d  t h e  a r e a  o u t  t o  MICHLES and was t h e n  
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s e n t  down w i t h  t h e  squad  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  (pg .  1 0 2 ) .  They 
had two p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  them who were used  a s  mine d e t e c t o r s .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know where t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  came from 
(pgs .  80 ,  1 0 2 ) .  They r eached  a s p o t  where t h e y  saw "Ho 
Chi Minh s l i c k "  f o o t p r i n t s  i n  t h e  sand .  The p r i n t s  were 
deep i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  equipment was b e i n g  c a r r i e d  by t h e  
peop le  (pg.  8 0 ) .  They saw where t h e  m o r t a r  had been se t  i n  
t h e  ground (pgs .  80,  8 1 ) .  S e r g e a n t  LIAS accompanied t h e  f i r s t  
squad on t h i s  mi s s ion  and began t o  b e a t  one  o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
w i t h  h i s  r i f l e  b u t t  (pgs .  82,  102) . MICHENER s t a t e d  . t h a t  
LIAS p u t  a coup le  o f  b r u i s e s  on t h e  s u s p e c t  and a  bump on 
h i s  back  (pg. 8 2 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had p u t  h i s  
head down s o  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  h i t  t h e r e  and  LIAS h i t  
him a c r o s s  t h e  back u n t i l  h e  w a s  r e s t r a i n e d ,  p o s s i b l y  by 
S e r g e a n t  WYATT (pg. 8 2 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM may have 
been t h e r e  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  c o u l d  n o t  c l e a r l y  r e c a l l  (pg .82 ) .  
They s e a r c h e d  t h e  a r e a  and saw t h a t  t h e  t r a c k s  went i n t o  
hoo tches  which were d e s e r t e d  (pg.  8 3 ) .  They took  t h e  two 
p r i s o n e r s  back t o  t h e  company's CP where t h e r e  was a group 
o f  s even  o r  e i g h t  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 8 3 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
went back t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  where t h e  Vietnamese were t o  
show them a t u n n e l  e n t r a n c e .  MICHLES accompanied them 
(pg. 8 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e y  wenb one 
p r i s o n e r  e scaped  (pg.  8 3 ) .  They t h e n  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  him, 
b u t  c o u l d  n o t .  H e  t h e n  went t o  a n o t h e r  a r e a  where he  saw 
t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  s e n t  back one by one ,  b e i n g  t o i d  
t h a t  t h e y  would b e  k i l l e d ,  and t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  r e a r  would 
f i r e  a s h o t  i n t o  t h e  a i r  (pg. 8 3 ) .  One of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
y e l l e d  o u t  and t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
o t h e r s  what was going  on (pg .  8 3 ) .  

( 2 )  T o r t u r e  o f  p r i s o n e r s .  

During t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  w i t n e s s  went down 
t o  v i s i t  some f r i e n d s  i n  a n o t h e r  p l a t o o n  and h e  obse rved  a 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a l o n g  w i t h  some U.S. Army i n t e r p r e t e r s  
q u e s t i o n i n g  s u s p e c t s  (pg.  83) . H e  f e l t  t h e  American was 
an  E-6 b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  him. They were t o r t u r i n g  one  
s u s p e c t  by hooking w i r e s  from a f i e l d  t e l e p h o n e  t o  v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  o f  h i s  body, and t h e n  c r a n k i n g  it. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  would scream when t h i s  would happen (pg.  8 4 ) .  A 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  took  one  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  knocked 
him down, s t a r t e d  t o  k i c k  him i n  t h e  s m a l l  o f  t h e  back ,  and 
t h e  man I t s h i t  a l l  o v e r  h i m s e l f "  (pgs .  84,  1 0 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  VC s u s p e c t s  had come from t h e  group o f  
peop le  t h e y  had g a t h e r e d  up t h e  day b e f o r e  (pg. 84) . A£ter  
s e e i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  went back t o  h i s  p l a t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n  
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f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  day u n t i l  t h e y  were e x t r a c t e d  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  (pgs .  85,  1 0 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know what 
happened t o  t h e  rest o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  1 0 3 ) .  . The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h e y  were e x t r a c t e d  a t  approx ima te ly  1500 h o u r s  
and  went back t o  e i t h e r  Up t igh t  o r  D o t t i e  (pg.  8 6 ) .  

5.  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  q u e s t i o n e d  upon h i s  r e t u r n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  o r  any a t r o c i t i e s  
( p g .  8 6 ) .  H e  t hough t  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  someone else s a y i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  was someone around a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  (pg .  8 6 ) .  
H e  f e l t  t h a t  word o f  b u r n i n g  t h e  hoo tches  had r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  u n i t  because  w h i l e  t h e y  were o n . t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e y  
w e r e  t o l d  by C a p t a i n  MICHLES t o  s t o p  b u r n i n g  hoo tches  
( p g s .  86,  8 7 ) .  Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  make any 
s t a t e m e n t  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MICHLES i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under  way and t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  n o t  speak  
o f  it. The rumor t h a t  was c i r c u l a t i n g  th rough  t h e  company 
seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was connec ted  
w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had suddenly  s topped  b u r n i n g  
hoo tches  (pg .  8 8 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone  i n  t h e  u n i t  
t h o u g h t  abou t  what t h e y  had done and what everyone else 
had done. He though t  most of  t h e  peop le  were a l i t t l e  
ashamed o f  themselves  and  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was ashamed 
f a r  even b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  group (pg.  7 4 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  any photographs  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  because  h i s  camera had been l o s t .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a g r e a t  many peop le  c a r r i e d  cameras and he  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  someone had t a k e n  p i c t u r e s  (pg. 9 4 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  
d e f i n i t e l y  name anyone t h a t  d i d  b u t  s a i d  t h a t  "90% o f  
t h e  men" had cameras (pg.  1 0 7 ) .  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MICHENER, Morris  G.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6  March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF : N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  P la toon ,  
B/4/3. 

1. IDENTIFICATION OF VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t s  P-232, P-235 and P-236. 
H e  i d e n t i f i e d  E x h i b i t  P-235 a s  someone who looked f a m i l i a r ,  
b u t  could  n o t  r e c a l l  where he had seen t h e  s u b j e c t  (pg .108) .  
This  w a s  a photograph o f  Se rgean t  MINH (pg. 1 0 9 ) .  

2. HIS RECOLLECTION OF ACTIVITIES ON 18 MARCH. 

a .  C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  on 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  was ques t ioned  on a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
he made i n  p rev ious  tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  a t  t h e  
b r i d g e  he  hea rd  t h a t  s e v e r a l  people  w h i l e  running o u t  o f  
hootches  were k i l l e d  by machinegun f i r e  and au tomat ic  weapons 
f i r e  (pg. 1 0 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  he cou ld  n o t  see t h i s  happen 
a l though  it was 100 meters away, because of  t h e  trees 
(pg. 1 0 9 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e v e n t  as o c c u r r i n g  n e a r  t h e  
p o i n t  where t h e  t r a i l  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  as it went sou th  
(pg. 1 1 0 ) .  From where he was s t a n d i n g ,  he cou ld  see f i v e  o r  
s i x  hootches  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  he  
could  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  rest of  it (pg. 1 1 0 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  someone s t a n d i n g  on t h e  w e s t  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
would b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  hootches through t h e  trees b u t  
would n o t  have a c l e a r  view (pg. 111). H e  s a i d  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  
was n o t  dense  a s  it grew a long  t h e  r ive rbank  b u t  t h e r e  was a 
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clump o f  s m a l l  palm trees which blocked t h e  view from t h e  
e a s t  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 111). The t r a i l  went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  from t h e  n o r t h  n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e ,  went e a s t  o v e r  toward 
t h e  middle o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  and then  zigzagged t o  t h e  sou th .  
The p l a t o o n  CP was s e t  up where t h e  t r a i l  curved s o u t h  
(pg.  1 1 2 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Se rgean t  LIAS c a l l e d  him up 
t o  t h e  CP and from t h e r e  he  had a good view of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 1 2 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  r i d g e  t h a t  r o s e  i n  t h e  a r e a  
towards t h e  beach b u t  cou ld  n o t  remember whether  t h e r e  were 
any bunkers  on t h a t  r i d g e  (pgs.  113,  1 1 4 ) .  Although he  
hea rd  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  85 be ing  k i l l e d ,  he could  n o t  remember 
who t o l d  him nor  d i d  he  remember when he  was t o l d  (pg. 1 1 4 ) .  
Because he never  saw any b o d i e s ,  he presumed t h e  people  
were i n  t h e  bunkers  (pg. 1 1 4 ) .  When he moved s o u t h ,  he 
went a long  t h e  r i g h t  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l though  one 
squad d i d  go through t h e  c e n t e r  (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  went by t h e  r i v e r  n e a r  t h e  nor thwestern  corner  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  moving 
b e f o r e  t h e  f i r i n g  o r  a f t e r  it was over  (pg. 116) . C 

. 13 
b.  Sounds of  f i r i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he and WILLIAMS were a t  0 
t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  M-16's (pg. 1 1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  when he  CV 
was c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  CP, he saw a  machinegun which was 
f a c i n g  n o r t h  f o r  s e c u r i t y  (pg. 1 1 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
thought  t h a t  t h i s  belonged t o  MILUS and t h a t  MADISON'S gun 
was f i r i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  b u t  he was n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  gun (pg. 1 1 3 ) .  He could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
he  could  i d e n t i f y  a  machinegun a s  be ing  t h e  one t h a t  he 
hea rd  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e  guns were f i r i n g  
t o  t h e  sou th  where t h e  t r a i l  went down t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg .110) .  
A f t e r  they  heard  t h e  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he and WILLIAMS 
began t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e  a t  ducks on t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  They 
f i r e d  f o u r  o r  f i v e  rounds a p i e c e ,  and Sergean t  RUSHIN came 
o v e r  and asked what they  were s h o o t i n g  a t  and made them s t o p  
(pg.  1 2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  whether  t h e r e  

was i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i r e  a f t e r  t h e  "mad minute" (pg. 1 2 2 ) .  
He agreed t o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was " a  b i g  volume 
o f  s m a l l  arms f i r e "  fol lowed by exp los ions  and demol i t ions  
(pg .  123) * 
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c.  L o c a t i o n  o f  p l a t o o n  person.ne1. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  S p e c i a l i s t  LINKOUS 
was t h e  squad  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  squad t h a t  d a y .  (pg .117) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  La r ry  HOLMES d u r i n g  t h e  day b u t  
saw him l a t e r  i n  t h e  evening  (pg.  1 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
whether  h e  s a w  Jimmy JENKINS t h a t  day (pg.  1 1 9 ) .  H e  saw 
L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  CP once  o r  t w i c e  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  from 0900 t o  1100 h o u r s  (pg .  1 1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  WILLINGHAM was moving around and was i n  and  o u t  o f  t h e  
CP c o n s t a n t l y  (pg. 1 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  whether  he  
saw FERNANDEZ o r  n o t ,  b u t  f e l t  h e  p robab ly  d i d ,  a s  
FERNANDEZ w a s  WILLINGHAM'S RTO (pg.  1 2 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  
saw S e r g e a n t  RUSHIN when RUSHIN came o v e r  t o  him and 
WILLIAMS a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  
he p robab ly  saw everyone  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  a t  one  t i m e  o r  
a n o t h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  day o r  even d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  because  t h e y  j u s t  k e p t  runn ing  back 
and f o r t h  (pg .  119)  . 
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Wit d id  n o t  r e c a l l  
P-232 Photo o f  SGT HIEN s e e i n q  hLm. 108 

W i t  r ecognized him, 
P-235 Photo o f  SGT MINH b u t  d id  n o t  know 

from where. 
- 109 

W i t  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  
P-236 Photo o f  SGT PHU s e e i n g  him. 109 

-

- .----
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(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  0958 hours ,  

2 2  January 1 970. ) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR 
WALSH, COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  w i l l  be  M r .  Morris Gene 
MICHENER. 

(MR MICHENER was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was 

sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol-lows:) 


P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 

res idence .  


A. My name i s  Morris Gene MICHENER. I am a s a l e s  
c l e r k  f o r  Montgomery Ward i n  Char les ton ,  West Vi rg in ia .  My 
address  i s  809 1 / 2  Woodward Drive,  Char les ton ,  

COL WILSON: Before w e  s t a r t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  cover a couple of 
mat ters .  The Peers Inquiry was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making 
recommendations concerning t h e  My Lai  incid-ent  of 1 6  March 
1968. 

I n  conducting t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
determined it was necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  
a r e a  during t h e  per iod  of 16 t o  1 9  March 1968. He, there-
f o r e ,  appointed t h i s  board,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  In terv iew Team 
C t o  ques t ion  personnel of B / 4 / 3  and prepare  a complete 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  u n i t  ope ra t ions .  

You may expect General PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of 
t h e  board t o  ques t ion  you. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  recording  i s  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  be ing  taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of ou r  . 
r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of i t ,  may la te r  become a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge, 

During t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  board w i l l  fo l low 
a  ch rono log ica l  sequence of q u e s t i o n s  . The f i r s t  series 
of q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned wi th  t h e  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  o r  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Republic of Vietnam. 
And t h e  second s e r i e s  w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  which was conducted on 16 
March. And t h e  t h i r d  s e r i e s  w i l l  concern t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
of 16,  17 ,  1 8  and p o s s i b l y  1 9  March. The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  concern any knowledge you have of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  i n q u i r i e s  which were made of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

This  i n t e r v i e w  team c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people .  
M r .  WALSH, on my r i g h t ,  who i s  a team c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  
and has  vo lun tee red  h i s .  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  NOLL, 
on my l e f t ,  i s  a l s o  a member of t h e  board.  W e  do n o t  have 
any a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d i n g s  o r  recommend anyth ing  t o  3 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. This is  s t r i c t l y  t h e  r e spons i - 23 
b i l i t y  of General  PEERS. We merely a s s i s t  him, and i f  
there i s  any quest ior i  i n  your mind, i f  any o t h e r  member 
of t h e  board walks i n  h e r e  and a sks  you q u e s t i o n ,  i f  t h e r e  
is  any q u e s t i o n  i n  your mind as  t o  whether they  have t h a t  

0 
eu 

a u t h o r i t y  o r  n o t ,  ask m e  and 1'11 t e l l  you. But t h e  t h r e e  
of us s i t t i n g  h e r e  do have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. 

What was your assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A.  I was an i n f a n t r y  r i f l eman  of t h e  1st P la toon  
of  R Company. 

COL WILSON: How long  - w e r e  you on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s ign -
ment? 

A. I first jo ined  t h e  company when it was s t a t i o n e d  
i n  H a w a i i ,  i n  A p r i l  of  1 9 6 7 ,  

Q Did you s t a y  i n  t h a t  assignment u n t i l  you l e f t  
Vietnam? 
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A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You were with t h e  u n i t  t h e  e n t i r e  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Except f o r  one per iod  of time when I 
was a c t i n g  as  p r i s o n e r  e s c o r t  t o  e s c o r t  a p r i soner  t o  t h e  
Long Binh st0ckad.e. 

Q - That was a U,S, p r i s o n e r ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  That was TDY. 

Q e  
DO you remember . the approximate per iod?  

A. Not r i g h t  offhand, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember. I 
th ink  it w a s  i n  June, I be l i eve .  

Q. How long? 

A. Eighteen days 

Q I P r i o r  t o  leaving  Hawaii, do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  
t r a i n i n g  on how t o  handle PW's? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q - . How about noncombatants? 

A. No, sir. We had genera l  t r a i n i n g  on t h a t ,  t h e  
genera l  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  Army gives  on how t o  t r e a t  p r i soners .  
That i s  n o t  t o  t o r t u r e  them, j u s t  process  them through as 
f a s t  as w e  could. 

@ The Geneva Convention? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We had t r a i n i n g  on t h a t .  

Q When you had t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Convention 
d i d  you have t o  i n i t i a l  any document t h a t  you had taken 
t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Right offhand I c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  th ink  
I d id .  
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Q - How about when you g o t  t o  Vietnam? Was t h e r e  
anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  on handl ing  p r i s o n e r s  
of war, noncombatants? Procedure? 

A .  W e  j u s t  had o u r  g e n e r a l  in-country  t r a i n i n g  
and then  w e  had a review on t h e  Geneva Convention. 

Q. Did you have a review? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was j u s t  p la toon-s ized  classes 
and they  reviewed t h e  t r a i n i n g  we  had i n  Hawaii. 

Q Who gave you t h i s ?  Was t h i s  somebody i n  your 
company o r  o u t s i d e  of t h e  company? 

A .  Somebody from o u t s i d e  of  t h e  company, s ir .  

Q. Was it a classroom-type t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q .  Do you remember where it w a s ?  

A, N C ~sir. I c a n ' t .  

Q. Was t h i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

Q - Did you e v e r  s e e  any w a l l e t - s i z e d  c a r d s  t h a t  w e r e  
passed ou t?  The MACV r e d  i n s i g n i a  on it? 

A. No, .sir, 

Q - You never  saw anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  Do you 
r e m 3 m b e r  g e t t i n g  any blACV document o r  c a r d s  i n  H a w a i i  
be fo re  you depar ted?  

A. (The wi tnes s  gave no response . )  

Q- I show you E x h i b i t  M-2 which is  e n t i t l e d  "Nine 
Rules ."  I t  is  a f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  w a l l e t - s i z e d  c a r d  pub-
l i s h e d  by MACV. Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  ca rd?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  
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Did you have one of those  cards?  

A. Yes, sir. I d id .  I remember now they d i d  g ive  
us one of t h e s e .  

Q. Do you remember whether you go t  it i n  Vietnam? 

A. I be l i eve  they passed t h e s e  o u t  a t  in-country 
t r a i n i n g  o r  whenever we l e f t  Hawaii. I remember having the  
card  now. 

Q You t h i n k  they passed them o u t  a f t e r  you got  i n  
your in-country t r a i n i n g ?  . 

A, Y e s .  

Q. How about Exhib i t  M-3 e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands,' have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

Y e s ,  sir. I have.A. 

Were you given one of those cards? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were these  cards by any chance h igh l igh ted  i n  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  o r  used a s  a t r a i n i n g  a i d ,  o r  do you remember 
c l a s s e s  being b u i l t  around t h i s  ca rd ,  o r  were they j u s t  
passed ou t?  

A. W e  had one c l a s s  on these  cards .  They had a 
l a r g e  t r a i n i n g  a i d  and they expla ined  it l ine-by- l ine .  
I th ink  t h e  c l a s s  was the  second day a f t e r  w e  got  i n t o  
t h e  country i n  our  in-country t r a i n i n g .  They d i d  pass 
these  cards  o u t  then.  

Q. Did you keep yours? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  have it now? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q - You n o t i c e  t h i s  card has some Vietnamese-English 
t r a n s l a t i o n s  on i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

5 
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Q Were you t o l d  what t o  do i n  ca se  you encountered 
problems wi th  Vietnamese on combat o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. They t o l d  us  when w e  cap tured  Vietnamese t o  p rocess  
them through as  f a s t  as w e  can ,  j u s t  r e p o r t  them t o  our  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r .  They s a i d  t hey  would handle  it from t h e r e .  

Q a 
Suppose you are on a combat s i t u a t i o n  and 

Vietnamese s t a r t  running ,  what a r e  you supposed t o  do? 

A. W e  would shou t  "dung l a i "  which means h a l t .  W e  
were t o l d  t o  say it t h r e e  t imes and i f  they d i d n ' t  s t o p  we 
w e r e  t o  open f i re .  To f i r e  over  t h e i r  heads f i r s t  and then  
i f  they  d i d n ' t  s t o p  t o  shoo t  t o  k i l l - - t o  wound them. 

Q T e l l  them t o  s t o p ?  

A. Y e l l  "dung l a i n  t h r e e  t i m e s  and i f  they  d i d n ' t  
s t o p ,  t o  f i r e  over  t h e i r  heads ,  and then  i f  they  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  
t o  s t o p  them. 

Q Was t h i s  t r a i n i n g  given t o  you down a t  t h e  combat 
c e n t e r  when you came i n ?  

m 
Yes, sir. 3A. 

Q Was it e v e r  r epea t ed  i n  t h e  company as t o  pro-
cedure? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I remember, na ,  sir. 

Q Was t h i s  t r a i n i n g  a l s o  given i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

LTC NOLL: A f t e r  t h e  t o u r  of d u t y ,  d i d  you e v e r  s t o p  t o  
r e f l e c t  o r  dec ide  whether t h e  t r a i n i n g  you r ece ived  i n  
Yeference t o  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s ,  noncombatants was adequa te ,  
as f a r  as you p e r s o n a l l y  were concerned? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned,  I knew what 
t o  do i f  I should e v e r  cap tu re  anyone. I t  was c l e a r  i n  my 
mind what my d u t i e s  w e r e .  
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MR WALSI-I: Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g ,  e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii 
or a f t e r  you g o t  t o  Vietnam, on your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  anybody i f  you s a w  any mis t r ea tmen t  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. They t o l d  us .  A s  f a r  as t h a t  goes it w a s  p r e t t y  
l a x .  I d i d  see some m i s t r e a t i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q* Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  i n  H a w a i i  o r  Vietnam 
t h a t  i n s t r u c t e d  you and t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  company t h a t ,  
i f  you saw any s o l d i e r  committing any a t r o c i t i e s ,  s h o o t i n g ,  
r a p i n g  o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  any c i v i l i a n s ,  it was your duty  t o  
r e p o r t  t h a t  r i g h t  away and make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
were i d e n t i f i e d  and any ev idence  w a s  p r e se rved?  

A. Y e s .  It was brought  up and t o l d  t o  us i n  one o f  
t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  how t o  handle  t h e  noncombatants and t h a t  i f  
any th ing  shou ld  happen t h a t  we  w e r e  w i t n e s s e s  t o  w e  were 
supposed t o  r e p o r t  it t o  ou r  squad l e a d e r  and r i g h t  up t h e  
chain  of  command from t h e r e .  

9. Where d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  I n  Hawaii and Vietnam. 

Q Did you r e c e i v e  any c a r d  o r  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  o r  was t h i s  something t h a t  was g iven  i n  
c l a s s e s  normal ly?  

A .  This  was given i n  c l a s s e s  normal ly  and then  we 
r ece ived  t h e  two MACV c a r d s .  

LTC NOLL: Did you eve r  r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  whether  
you were t o  obey an o r d e r  t h a t  you cons ide red  n o t  l e g a l ?  

A .  Not fo rma l ly ,  no, s ir .  It was brought  up i n  
s e v e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n s .  This  was o u t s i d e  t h e  c lassroom. W e  
were j u s t  hav ing  " B . S . "  s e s s i o n s  around t h e  a r e a  and a couple  
of guys asked t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  and he s a i d  t h a t  he would 
check on it. Whether he g o t  back t o  t h e  man who asked t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I -never  hea rd  any th ing  about  
it. 

Q. Thi s  w a s  r e a l l y  touched on i n  t h e  c lassroom? 
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A. N o t  t h a t  I remember. 

G O  Never a s p e c i f i c  i s s u e  brought  up? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

COL WILSON: W a s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  go ing  through t r a i n i n g  o r  l a t e r  on? 

A. During t h e  t r a i n i n g .  It was a f t e r  we had l e f t  
t h e  c lassroom and back i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  a r e a .  

Q DO you know why t h i s  was brought  up? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know who asked t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Your p l a t o o n , l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime was who? 

. A. L i e u t e n a n t  SPRAGGINS. 

Q- I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  back now t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your  a b i l i t y  and r e c a l l ,  d e s c r i b e  i n  a s  much d e t a i l  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d ,  p robably  on t h e  1 5 t h  of March. 
I t  could  have been t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 6 t h  somewhere i n  t h a t  
t ime  p e r i o d ,  a s  t o  what t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  combat a s s a u l t ,  on t h e  
s i x t e e n t h  was going t o  be. How was it going t o  be conducted? 

A. A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, it was l a t e  i n  t h e  
evening  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  a s s a u l t  w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  
1 5 t h ,  as you s a i d ,  My squad l e a d e r  was Se rgean t  LIAS a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  He g a t h e r e d  ou r  squad t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  us t h e  
n e x t  day w e  would have a combat a s s a u l t  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  an 
a r e a  which I on ly  know as P i n k v i l l e .  I don '  t know t h e  name 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  any th ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  and.  w e  were supposed 
t o  go by h e l i c o p t e r .  The l and ing  zone had been p i cked  o u t  
and he showed us on t h e  map. A f t e r  we d e p a r t e d  from t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  w e  were t o  deploy and awai t  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  from t h e  
company commander. A f t e r  w e  g o t  deployed w e  w e r e  supposed 
t o  Sweep t h e  a r e a  and look f o r  any VC o r  VC smypath izers .  

Q And t h i s  w a s  t h e  day of  t h e  1 6 t h  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t o  occur?  

A .  Y e s  , sir. 
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Q Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given as  t o  what would 
happen on the  17th? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. They t o l d  us i n  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  we would probably be o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  3 o r  
4 days and it would a l l  be i n  t h i s  one a r e a .  We were j u s t  
going t o  sweep t h e  area and look f c r  weapons, caches* 

Q e  Do you remember going i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  before? 

A .  I t h i n k  we had one o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  before.  

Q e  Where d i d  Sergeant LIAS give t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name of the  LZ. I t  was 
c lose  t o  the  coas t .  

Do t t i e  o r  Uptight? 

A. It was Dot t i e .  I was never on Uptight.  It had 
t o  be Dot t ie .  

Q Was t h a t  t h e  one n e a r e s t  t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Yes, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  what was t h e r e  i n  t h e  way of 
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  Some 105 's .  

Q. How many ? 

A. Four, r i g h t  on t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  

COL WILSON: I th ink  you may have your names mixed up. I 
th ink  you may have been on Uptight .  I ' l l  show you a map l a t e r  
on. You say a t  any r a t e ,  you never were a t  t h e  o t h e r  one? 
You always s t ayed  on one base? 

A. I know I was on Dot t i e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  being on 
Uptight. 

Q. You were a t  t h e  one where t h e  105 ' s  were and the  
one n e a r e s t  t h e  coas t?  

A. Yes. We could see  t h e  coas t  from the  LZ we were 
on. 
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Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given by your squad 
l e a d e r  concerning t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of hootches  and food s t o c k s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Didn ' t  say anyth ing  w i t h  t h i s ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q D i d n ' t  say anyth ing  about  burn ing  the v i l l a g e ?  

A, No, sir. 

Q Dest roy ing  t h e  food? 

(The w i t n e s s  shakes  h i s  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Say anyth ing  about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of animals?  

A. No, sir.  A s  f a r  as  we knew, it was j u s t  t o  be 
a g e n e r a l  sweep of t h e  a r e a .  W e  w e r e  looking  f o r  VC and VC 
sympathizers  and checking o u t  t u n n e l s  i f  we found any. 

Q. On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of checking t u n n e l s  i n  your
squad, was t h e r e  a c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  your  squad who d i d  
t h i s  a l l  of t h e  t i m e  o r  d i d  it r o t a t e ?  

Pi, J u s t  whoever vo lun tee red  a t  t h e  t ime ts go down. 

Q There is  no s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t u n n e l  r a t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  Most of t h e  t ime it was a S p e c i a l i s t  
CARDENAS, he was t h e  smallest man and I went down a couple  
of  t i m e s ,  a s  b i g  as 1 an. 

Q Where i s  CARDENAS now? Do you know? 

A. A s  f a r  as I know he i s  i n  Hawaii, ' t h a t  is  where 
he w a s  from. 

Q e  Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  regard-
i n g  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A =  We were t o  g a t h e r  them up and c o l l e c t  them a l l  
i n  one a r ea .  This  w a s  j u s t  g e n e r a l  procedure.  Every t i m e  
w e  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  we would c o l l e c t  them i n  one a r e a  
and then  w e  would s e a r c h  t h e  hootches .  
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Q* Was t h i s  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  you would use  normal pro-
cedure  o r  w a s  t h i s  any d e v i a t i o n  from t h e  normal procedure?  

A. No, sir. 

Q* T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  be  no d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. I t  w a s  t o  be j u s t  a sweep-type o p e r a t i o n .  

Q What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  a s  it was p i c t u r e d  
by your squad l e a d e r ?  What d i d  you t h i n k  was i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h e r e  was t o  be  VC i n  t h e  a r e a  
and w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e f u l  o f  where w e  walked 
because it w a s  h e a v i l y  mined. There were supposed t o  be 
booby t r a p s  a l l  o v e r  and it was supposed t o  be a well-known 
VC area. W e  were t o l d  t o  be c a r e f u l  of  any th ing  w e  p icked up. 
To be on t h e  t r a i l  and n o t  t o  s t e p  o f f  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q a Now, d i d  you e x p e c t  t o  meet an enemy t r o o p  u n i t  
i n  t h e r e ,  o r  j u s t  hit mines and booby t r a p s  o r  what d i d  you 
expec t?  Where d i d  you think most of t h e  problems were going 
t o  come from? What t ype  of  enemy a c t i o n ?  

A. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  VC i n  t h e  a r e a .  
There  was n o t  supposed t o  be a l a r g e  f o r c e .  W e  were t o l d  
t o  watch o u t  f o r  s n i p e r s  and most ly  booby t r a p s  and mines,  
b u t  VC were d e f i n i t e l y  supposed t o  be  i n  t h e  area. 

Q I n  your normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  over  t h e r e ,  n o t  
o u t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex, b u t  up n o r t h ,  what was your 
b i g g e s t  problem as f a r  a s  enemy a c t i o n  w a s  concerned? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  t h a t  much. W e  made 
ou r  g e n e r a l  sweeps and w e  never  made c o n t a c t  t h a t  much. 

Q Where d i d  you g e t  most of  your  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q. No, up i n  your normal a r e a .  

A. W e  h i t  a mine every  now and t h e n ,  b u t  most ly  
w e  o p e r a t e d  on t r a c k s ,  on pe r sonne l  c a r r i e r s  and then  g e t  
off and sweep t h e  a r e a  and w e  r e c e i v e d  some c a s u a l t i e s  from 
s n i p e r s ,  b u t  we  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much major c o n t a c t .  
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a - Did t h e  squad l eader  t e l l  you what t h e  o t h e r  
platoons i n  the  wit  were going t o  do, o r  d i d  you know j u s t  
what your platoon was t o  do? 

A. I t  was a company-sized opera t ion  and he t o l d  us 
what our  p la toon was going t o  be doing, and which p la toon w a s  
going t o  be on o u r  r i g h t  and which platoon was going t o  be on 
our  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  we rece ived  i n  a b r i e f i n g .  

Q *  From t h e  company s t andpo in t ,  what was you platoon
doing i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  platoons of the  u n i t ?  

A. Af te r  t h e  a s s a u l t  we go t  ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and moved toward the  c o a s t .  

Q What d i d  he t e l l  you t h a t  your p la toon would 
do i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  platoons? 

A. We were supposed t o  go t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  i s l a n d .  
This waterway and we had t o  go over t h e r e  and sweep t h a t  
i s l a n d  and sez~rchthe  hootches and then we were t o  s e t  up 
t h e r e  and w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  o rde r s .  

Q Well, d i d  he t e l l  you then where t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
company was going t o  be? 

A. The r e s t  of the  company s tayed on t h e  mainland, 
across  the  br idge.  They s e t  up over t h e r e .  

Q You were supposed t o  be by yourselves and opera t ing
alone? 

A. Y-es, s ir .  

Q Were t h e r e  any a d d i t i o n a l  personnel a t t ached  t o  
t h e  p la toon because you were opera t ing  alone? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  we were j u s t  by ourse lves .  I be l i eve  
w e  had one i n t e r p r e t e r  with us ,  . i f  I a m  not  mistaken. A t  
the beginning of t h e  operat ions we  had one . i n t e r p r e t e r  with 
us. 

Q Was t h i s  a Vietnamese? 

A. Y s s ,  s i r .  
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0. Do you th ink  you have seen him before?  

A. Y e s ,  he s l e p t  i n  my bunker with me. 

Q- Do you remember h i s  name? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q How o f t e n  was he with the  p la toon,  o r  was it t h i s  
one time? 

A. He was assigned t o  t h e  company as  an i n t e r p r e t e r  
and t h i s  one time he was wi th  us when we went over i n t o  the  
island.  

Q H e  had worked with B Company before  as an i n t e r -
preter? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He had been with us about a week before  
the opera t ions .  

Q. Was he ARVN? 

A.  ARVNp y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do y c ~r e ~ e ~ . b e rh i s  grade? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  H e  d i d n r t  have any i n s i g n i a  on. 

Q Did you c a l l  him se rgean t  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  I r e a l l y  d idnft speak t o  him t h a t  much. 

Q. Did he speak very good English? 

A.  No, s i r ,  very broken English.  

Q- Did he wear a uniform? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q b H e  had a weapon? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q e  Do you reme"hber what kind of weapon he c a r r i e d ?  

(MICHENER) 1 3  
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A. I t h i n k  he had an M - 1 6 .  

Q- You say he was wi th  you about a week before  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  s t a r t e d ?  

A .  . y e s ,  sir. 

Q Was he wi th  t h e  company a f t e r  t h e  ope ra t ion  was 
over? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q Besides  t h i s  one time t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
when he s l e p t  i n  your bunker and when he was wi th  t h e  p l a toon ,  
d i d  you eve r  see  him again? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  To me they a l l  
looked a l i k e .  W e  have i n t e r p r e t e r s  coming i n  a l l  of t h e  t i m e .  

Q This  was a man who was with  t h e  company n o t  more 
than  about a week and dur ing  those  ope ra t ions  maybe 2 weeks, 
is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  , cD 

13 
rl 

A.  Yes, sir ,  

And then you had a t  t i m e s  o t h e r  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  
come i n t o  t h e  w i i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q a Did they  s t a y  f o r  t h a t  per iod  of t ime? 

A. Sometimes we had them f o r  a week and sometimes 
f o r  2 weeks. I t  j u s t  depended on the ope ra t ions .  Like I 
s a i d ,  we had d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t e r s  every time w e  were ove r  
t h e r e .  

Q I f  you can remember anything about t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  
a s  we go along,  I would l i k e  t o  know whatever in format ion  you 
go t .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir ,  

14 
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Q - What was t h e  p lan  wi th in  the  p la toon f o r  the  d i s -
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  squad when you g o t  ou t  of the  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
What was your b r i e f i n g  f o r  the  movement of platoons t o  t h e  
bridge? Were you going i n  a column? 

.A e I n  a column. 

Q. ' I n  a column of two? 

A. S ing le  f i l e .  

Q What w a s  t he  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  numbered squads? 
What was t h e  o rde r  of march? 

A .  A l l  I can remember, s i r ,  is t h a t  t h e  f irst  squad 
was t h e  l a s t  i n  t h e  o rde r  of march, because I was p u l l i n g  
rear s e c u r i t y .  

Q Does your platoon normally have a  p o i n t  group 
or  d i d  t h e  squad i n  t he  f i r s t  element provide the  p o i n t  i n  
a l l  t he  cases? ' 

A. W e  have a t h r e e  man p o i n t  squad o r  p o i n t  f i r e  
team. 

Q. Pad it vas always thz p o i n t  r ega rd less  of the 
order  of march? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q e  
So, you were t h e  l a s t  squad i n  t h e  o rde r  of 

march i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q You would e i t h e r  have t h e  second o r  t h i r d  squads 
up ahead of you? 

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a i l  i f  during t h a t  b r i e f i n g  i f  you 
had anybody from the  mortar platoon o r  a r t i l l e r y  with you 
which was going with your p la toon t h e  fol lowing day? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q Who d i d  you have, do you know? 
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A. W e  had an F O  w i th  us from t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  and 
he was w i t h  us a l l  of t h e  t ime.  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q.. We w i l l  show you a r o s t e r  l a t e r  and maybe you can 
p ick  it ou t .  

A 1 1  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q Before  w e  l e a v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  do you r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  unusual  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  D i d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  appear  
t o  be  any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you had 
been on? Was t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  
t h i s  was going t o  be  a more c r i t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  where you may 
encounter  more c a s u a l t i e s ,  more r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. Not as f a r  a s  r e s i s t a n c e .  Like I s a i d  ear l ier ,  
they  reminded us of t h e  mines and t h e  booby t r a p s  t h a t  w e  
would most a s s u r e d l y  run  i n t o .  They t o l d  us t o  be  e x t r a  
c a r e f u l  of t h a t  a r e a .  

Q How many mine sweepers d i d  your  p l a t o o n  have? 

A .  One. 

Q. Did he  normally go w i t h  p o i n t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A .  I t  w a s  e i t h e r  S p e c i a l i s t  HOOTON o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
TITTLE, S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR, and t o  t h i n k  of it, it was u s u a l l y  
S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR who u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  it because t h a t  mine 
sweeper was k ind  s f  heavy and he i s  t h e  one who normally 
c a r r i e d  it. 

Q. TAYLOR, r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I suppose you s a i d  t h a t  HOOTON and TITTLE w e r e  
i n  the p o i n t  gsou.p? 

A .  Yes, sir. 
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MR WALSH: M r .  MICHENER, d i d  you r e c e i v e  any b r i e f i n g  o r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from anyone excep t  Sergeant  LIAS b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no, sir. 

Q. Who w a s  your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A.  The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime was L ieu tenan t  
SPRAGGINS,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  o r  w a s  i t - - y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q e  Do you remember . a  L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A. I t  w a s  L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM, because L ieu tenan t  
SPRAGGINS g o t  wounded b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q - Had L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM j u s t  taken ove r  t h e  
p l a toon  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  h i s  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  us. 

Q Did he g i v e  any k i n d  of b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  p l a toon  
b e f o r e  you moved ou t?  

A. He c a l l e d  u s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  o u r  squad b r i e f -
i n g  and t h e n  he j u s t  r e i t e r a t e d  on j u s t  what Se rgean t  LIAS 
t o l d  us .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he had added t o  what Sergeant  
LIAS had a l r e a d y  t o l d  you? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. Who w a s  your p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Sergean t  LIAS a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q Did he g i v e  any b r i e f i n g ,  Se rgean t  LIAS? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  inc luded  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  as t o  where i n  t h e  l i n e  of march, where L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM would be o r  Se rgean t  LIAS? 
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A. Well, g e n e r a l l y ,  n o t  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  l i k e  
I s a y ,  i n  ou r  s t a n d a r d  procedure  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM and 
Sergeant  LIAS w a s  i n  t h e  middle of t he  column. They would 
have one squad going f i r s t  and t h e  headqua r t e r s  squad and 
then  t h e  o t h e r  two squads behind.  

Q That was your customary way when you moved o u t  on 
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  it would be b e s t  i f  I d e s c r i b e  t o  you 
what happened from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  s t a n d p o i n t .  I t  might help 
you remember t h i n g s ,  b u t  you keep t h i s  i n  mind, I am n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  p u t  any words i n  your mouth. 

(Witness o r i e n t e d  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-4.) 

COL WILSON: Did you load  a t  D o t t i e  o r  Upt ight?  

A. Upt igh t .  

Q Was t h e  whole company t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  your a i r c r a f t  w a s  
f a c i n g  when ycu l a ~ d e d ?  

A. When w e  landed? Y e s ,  sir.  We came over  t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and r i g h t  i n  through h e r e  and landed i n  a 
c o r n f i e l d  . 
Q And t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  f z c i n g ?  

A. This  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Facing no r th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

IZ - Which doo-r did 1 7 0 1 ~get  out, of'l 
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A- The right-hand door. 

Q. You jumped r i g h t  o u t  t h i s  s i d e  as  you f a c e  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. YesI sir. 

Q A s  y ~ up a s t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* Were t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q They were f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

How long had 'they been firi-1g3 

A. J u s t  a f t e r  they  came over t h e  c o a s t l i n e  and then 
they stopped f i r i n g  j u s t  before  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  touched down. 

(Witness o r i e n t e d  t o  Exhib i t  P-168.)  

Q- Your a i r c r a f t  was fac ing  nor th?  

A. W e  came i n  from over  t h e  s e a  and came i n  over 
t h e  coas t .  We were f a c i n g  over  t h e  c o a s t  and then we landed 
i n  t h e  c o r n f i e l d .  

Q- You could have flown over  t h i s  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
c o u l d n ' t  you? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. Out t o  t h e  sea?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember and we were looking down 
and c ross ing  a r i v e r .  

Q. Before you go t  t o  t h e  sea? 

A. yes ,  sir .  
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Q. How long  had your doorgunners been f i r i n g ?  

A. It  w a s  approximately ,  it wasn ' t  more t han  a 
minute. 

a .  The f i n a l  approach? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  f i n a l  approach f i r e .  

Q o  Both gunners f i r i n g ,  o r  one? 

A. Both. They were f i r i n g  t o ~ a r dt h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
f i r i n g  toward t h e  f r o n t ,  

Q. Do you remember t h e  p o s i t i o n  of your a i r c r a f t  i n  
t h e  vee? 

A. We were on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e .  

Q. You were on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I may be mistaken about t h e  o t h e r  door-
gunner f i r i n g .  That  would make him f i r i n g  toward t h e  middle 0 
of t h e  vee ,  bu t  I was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  bes ide  t h e  gunner on t h e  CY 
r i g h t ,  because it b u r s t  my ear drums. 

Q. Now, can you r e c a l l  where t h a t  was from t h i s  
photograph? Where t h e  i and ing  zone was, and l e t ' s  use  t h i s  
photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-168) w i th  t h e  map a l s o .  

A.  W e  came i n  on a c o r n f i e l d  and it was n o t  t o o  far 
away from this t r a i l ,  because I remember we had t o  move 100 
yards  o r  s o  and on down t h e  t r a i l  t o  t he  br idge .  

Q Now, t h i s  map h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  MAP-4) is 
1,000 meters  g r i d  and you say you d i d n ' t  move b u t  a couple  
hundred yards?  

A. A f t e r  we  g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w e  moved 200 
yards  a t  t h e  most and followed t h e  t r a i l  around t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
and then  we c ros sed  over  o n t o  t h e  i s l a n d  t h e r e ,  I guess .  

Q I n  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  map, which is MAP-4, t o  t h e  
photograph,  (P-168) and a s  M r .  WALSH po in t ed  t h i s  Route 521 
o u t  t o  you, you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  from where you po in t ed  
on the  map, g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . You see 
t h e r e  i s  a graveyard i n d i c a t e d  r i g h t  he re .  
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A: Yes. 

Q- You f i n d  t h e  same s o r t  of t e x t u r e  he re  on t h i s  
map. We a r e  looking a t  an a r e a  r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and from where you pointed you landed very near  t h i s  grave-
yard ,  Could have been some of these  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  o u t  
here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. I t  was a c o r n f i e l d ,  I do know t h a t .  

Q. You say you moved a couple hundred yards t o  t h e  
road? i 

A. Y e s  , sir.  

MR WALSH: Can you f i x  i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  how f a r  you 
t r a v e l e d  along t h e  road t o  t h e  br idge? 

A. Le ts  s e e  now.. .. 
Q - Remembering t h i s  i s  a thousand meters.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f l y i n g  over t h e  graveyard.  I 
remember we g o t  of f  of t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  j u s t  a f t e r  we came 
over t h e  c o a s t .  I know a f t e r  we go t  t o  t h e  t r a i l .  It was 
a couple l i t t l e  houses r i g h t  he re  OE t h i s  t r a i l  somewhere. 
I remember t h e  t r a i l ,  j u s t  a f t e r  we g o t  on t h e  t r a i l  we moved 
maybe n o t  more than 1 0 0  yards .  I t  was r i g h t  he re  and t h e r e  
w a s  a r i c e  paddy and with a r e a l  low, marshy a r e a .  

& Do you remember see ing  a pagoda? 

A I t  was a pagoda and no t  a house. 

Q - The pagoda is  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. I t  was a g r e a t  b i g  pink b u i l d i n g  and it was p r e t t y  
w e l l  demolished. 

COL WILSON: Could you see  t h e  pagoda from t h e  p o i n t  you go t  
on the  t r a i l ?  

A. No. W e  walked and then w e  got--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  So, you were f u r t h e r  on over i n t o  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q A long way o r  a few hundred yards? 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  we moved very f a r  a t  a l l ,  it 
cou ldn ' t  have been more than 1 0 0  o r  200 yards  between us and 
the pagoda. We went on p a s t  the  pagoda and t h a t  i s  where t h e  
t r a i l  made a t u r n  t o  the  r i g h t .  

Q 9 You had t o  move along t h a t  road a couple hundred 
yards and then you had t o  move a couple hundred yards t o  the  
road? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q That would tend t o  put  them i n  the  upper le f t -hand 
corner  of t h a t  c l e a r i n g  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A.  Yes. I remember a f t e r  we go t  o f f  the  h e l i c o p t e r  
we grouped up and they spread us a l l  along t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l .  
We s e t  up t h e r e ,  I guess maybe a h a l f  an hour and w e  heard 
a couple of explosions.  

Q. Now, when you l e f t  the  a i r c r a f t ,  was anyone f i r i n g
t h e i r  weapon? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. Nobody i n  my platoon was 
f i r i n g .  I t ake  it back, we were f i r i n g ,  bu t  we were not  
f i r i n g  a t  anything,  and it was j u s t  cover f i r e .  We coul-dn' t  
see  anything. We were not  r ece iv ing  any f i r e .  

Q. Were you with t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I be l i eve  t h e  3d Platoon went before  
us.  I was i n  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  l i f t .  

Q How do you know you were not  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of your own troops o r  d i d  you know where they ye re?  

A.  They t o l d  us when we were wai t ing  f o r  our l i f t  t o .  
come back, they s a i d  when you g e t  off  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
hedgerow t o  the  r i g h t ,  run t o  t h a t  and f i r e  out  i n  f r o n t  of 
you. 
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€2 -. How much ammunition d i d  you use? 


A,  A magazine o r  two. 


Q e  When you go t  o f f  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  you took up 

a s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n ,  a per imeter  s o r t  of th ing?  


A. Yes, s i r ,  and then we moved o u t  and joined t h e  
rest of t h e  platoon,  

Q. 	 What per iod  of time a r e  we t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  	 Ten minutes. 

Q. 	 Then you s t a r t e d  moving t o  t h e  road? 

A. 	 Y e s  , sir. 

Q - Do you know what t h e  o rde r  of your platoon was i n  
the company march column or w e r e  you with the  company? 

A. 	 I don' t be l i eve  we were i n  the  company. 

Q. You moved d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  t r a i l  o r  road which 
is a couple hundred yards? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And then you moved d i r e c t l y  down t h a t  t r a i l  t o  
t h e  br idge? 

A .  	 Yes, sir, as  f a r  as  I can remember. 

Q. Do you remember pass ing  a road t h a t  l e d  o f f  t o  
t h e  l e f t  with a ga te  i n . t h e  f r o n t  of it? I t  would have been 
on your le f t -hand s i d e  i f  you passed it. 

A. 	 No, s i r ,  I don ' t remember it, I could have. 

Don't t r y  t o  remember anything t h a t  you c a n ' t .  

You moved r i g h t  on down t h e  road,  Anything happen 
as  you moved down t h e  road? 
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A .  A f t e r  we g o t  on t h i s  t r a i l  we heard an explos ion  
o f f  t o  our  l e f t  r e a r .  

Q- Heard explos ions?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  anything? 

A. A b i g  cloud of d u s t  and smoke. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember where you were and heard t h a t ?  

A. I t  was bef o r e  we g o t  t o  the ,  pagoda. 

Q - You were about 300  meters from the  b r idge  a t  t h a t  
po in t .  Did you s t o p  when you heard t h e s e  explosions? 

A .  We were a l ready stopped. 

Q Were you moving slow down t h a t  road? 

A. Real slow. We had stopped and they j u s t  t o l d  
us t o  s e t  down and watch ou t  t o  our  f l anks .  Watch o u t  f o r  
s n i p e r s ,  f o r  enemy a c t i v i t y  and we were j u s t  s e t t i n g  t h e r e  
and a l l  of a sudden, I heard t h e  explosion back of  my l e f t  
r e a r .  

COL WILSON: I want t o  go back j u s t  one minute. Do you 
r e c a l l  a s  you approached the  landing zone t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
c i r c l e d  around t h e  landing zone before  it went i n ?  

A.  No, sir .  I t  made a s t r a i g h t - i n  approach landing. 

Q P o i n t  1 on t h e  photo (P-168)  i s  t h e  landing  zone. 
Your movement was slow down t h i s  road. Was t h i s  because of 
the mine sweeping opera t ions ,  checking f o r  booby t r a p s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  column. I 
was i n  t h e  back p u l l i n g  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  and I d o n ' t  know what 
they were doing i n  f r o n t .  
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Q. From the  br idge which you crossed  and from where 
you say you h i t  t h e  road 521 it was a d i s t a n c e  of about a 
q u a r t e r  of a mile ,  maybe 400 o r  500 meters.  Do you r e c a l l  
how long it took you af+.er you h i t  t h a t  t r a i l ?  How long it 
took you t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  br idge? 

A. An hour o r  an hour and a h a l f .  

Q. To go down the  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes. We were moving r e a l  slow. 

What happened when you go t  down t o  t h e  br idge? 

A.  Well, they s e n t  t h e  p o i n t  squad across  and they 
swept it on t h e  end of t h e  br idge  and took the  mine sweeper 
across  t h e  br idge  and the  p la toon moved across  t h e  br idge.  

8 Do you r e c a l l  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  br idge? 

6 

A,  Not r i g h t  then ,  no. 

Q You moved across  t h e  br idge? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q Anything happen then? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no, s ir .  

LTC NOLL: How f a r  a p a r t  were t h e  two explos ions ,  timewise? 

A .  Very c lose .  The f i r s t  one was it seems t o  me 
like it was j u s t  a couple of minutes. It may have been 
longer  o r  s h o r t e r ,  I cannot remember how f a r .  

COL WILSON: Exh ib i t  M - 1 4  which i s  t h e  Task Force Barker l o g  
of t h e  16 th  of March, i tem number 24  a t  0955 t h a t  morning, 
said t h a t  the  company, B/4/3, k i l l e d  1 2  VC i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
742787 with web equipment and t h a t  i s  t h e  b r idge ,  j u s t  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of the  br idge .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  a c t i o n  t h a t  morn-
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No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q* . You say you were i n  the  l a s t  squad? 

A. Yes, sir.  We were p u l l i n g  r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  

Q. When you moved across  t h e  br idge ,  do you r e c a l l  
m y  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the  a rea?  

A .  You mean i n  our platoon? Not u n t i l  t he  next  
morning. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  any c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  day,
e i t h e r  Vietnamese o r  U . S . ?  

A. No, s ir .  

MR WALSH: Did you rece ive  any f i r e  before  you crossed  t h e  
br idge o r  a f t e r  you go t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  b r idge ,  t h a t  
i s  enemy f i r e .  

(Witness makes no response.)  

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  COCHRAN, WILBURN, CANTU? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Y e  I want t o  know i f  any of these  people were i n  
your platoon? 

A .  No, sir,  they were not .  

Q HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA , SHIFLEY , GUNTA? 

A. No, sir,  they were no t  i n  my platoon.  I did 
know them, though. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  any bodies o r  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l  
the  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  I heard of .them, but  I d i d n ' t  see them 
with my own eyes. 

Q You heard what? 
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A. Lieutenant  COCHRAN, CANTU, GUNTA, WILBURN, a11 
of t h e  guys on the  f i r s t  explosion.  

0 .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  *out your platoon? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Your p la toon d i d n ' t  have any? 

A. NO, sir. 

a .  What happened when you g o t  on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of 
the bridge? Where d i d  you' go? 

A. J u s t  a f t e r  I crossed t h e  br idge  we s a t  up r i g h t  
t h e r e  and they s t a r t e d  searching  t h e  hootches,  and t h e r e  
wasn't anybody around that I can remember. 

Q. Looking a t  the  a e r i a l  photograph h e r e  (P-168) 
. ( i n d i c a t i n g )  you say you s e t  up r i g h t  Dn the  o t h e r  s i d e  of 

the bridge? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  What was t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of your squad? 

A. My squad went about 50 meters  o r  so and we s t a r t e d  
searching  t h e  a r e a  around i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There were 
a few hootches on t h e  r i g h t  and a few on t h e  l e f t ,  and they 
were p r e t t y  run down and demolished, s o r t  o f .  

a .  What do you t h i n k  t h e  a r e a  of your search was 
from the s t andpo in t  of what houses t h a t  you searched? Was 
that about 50 meters beyond t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The p la toons  spread  out  through t h e  
whole a r e a ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  br idge  and we searched 
t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I ' d  say it may have 
been 200-300 meters ,  b u t  I never went any f u r t h e r  than 9,t h e;+o t h e r  s i d e  of the  br idge  myself. 

a.  And you th ink  t h a t  t h e  p la toon searched a hamlet 
of about how many .meters? 
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A. Two-hundred t o  four-hundred. 

Q 8 North and sou th  of t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r idge?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q o  1st P la toon?  

A. About 300-400 meters  and we s p e n t  most of t h e  
day r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  of t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q. P o i n t  2 ,  1st P la toon  searched  a r e a  300-400 meters 
n o r t h  of t h e  b r idge  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  day. 

Was t h i s  s e a r c h  conducted by squads o r  how was 
it done? Was it done by t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, they a s s igned  each squad 
an a r e a  t o  s ea rch  and my squad searched  t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  
r i g h t  around t h e  br idge .  

Q- Did you s e e  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM a s s i g n  t h e s e  
a r e a s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. What d i d  your  squad l e a d e r  t e l l  you? 

A. He j u s t  t o l d  us t o  d i t c h  ou r  equipment and j u s t  
spread  o u t  i n  this g e n e r a l  a r e a  and j u s t  s t a r t  s ea rch ing .  

Q When you d i t c h e d  your equipment, d i d  anybody s t a y
t h e r e  w i th  t h e  equipment t o  s e c u r e  i t ?  

A. It w a s  me and PFC WILLIAMS. I t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  
we c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  maybe 25 meters  and we s t ayed  t h e r e  
and watched it. W e  never  went o u t  of s i g h t  of t h e  equipment 
and we searched  t h e  area r i g h t  around t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  Then 
a l i t t l e  l a t e r  PFC WARNER came and jo ined  us.  

Q Did people  go o f f  i n  p a i r s  o r  d i d  t h e  squad s t i c k  
t o g e t h e r ?  

A. It was twos and t h r e e s .  We never  went a lone .  
You never  went anywhere a lone .  
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Q. Was it poss ib le  f o r  t h a t  squad t o  observe t h e  
opera t ions  of t h e  o t h e r  members of the  platoon? Were you 
wi th in  d i s t a n c e  s o  t h a t  you could r e a c t  i f  anything came up? 

A. Yes, we were never r e a l l y  t h a t  f a r  a p a r t .  

Q Were you c lose  enough s o  you could hea r  any f i r i n g  
going on? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q You were pa i red  with WILLIAMS? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. What were t h e  o t h e r  members of your squad? What 
squad were they i n ?  

A. The machinegun crew went toge the r .  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. That was MADISON and WARNER, I c a n ' t  remember who 
t h e  o t h e r '  one was. 

Q I show you Exhibi t  M-24,  B Company r o s t e r .  You 
s t a t e d  t h a t  you had made an e r r o r  i n  t h e  platoon sergeant .  
Who was t h e  p la toon se rgean t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Sergeant  MASHBURN, he had joined us j u s t  before 
the  opera t ion .  Sergeant LIAS was our platoon se rgean t  before  
Sergeant MASHBURN joined us .  

Q. Who was t h e  t h i r d  man i n  the  machinegun crew? 

A. STRACHAN. 
Q. That i s  one of t h e  groups t h a t  searched,  is  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. The machinegun crew d i d  n o t  do so  much searching.  
They searched the  immediate a r e a  wi th in  50 meters ,  w e l l ,  
n o t  that much, they had both machineguns s e t  up. 

Q. What about another  group, do you have another  
pair? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  It w a s  FERNANDEZ and GARCIA g e n e r a l l y  
s t u c k  t o g e t h e r .  They both spoke Spanish and they  r e a l l y  went 
a t  it. You mean t h e s e  j u s t  from t h e  f i r s t  squad or my squad? 

Q. What do you mean they both spoke Spanish and 
r e a l l y  went a t  i t ?  

A. They would j u s t  speak Spanish t o  each o t h e r .  
They were r e a l l y  good f r i e n d s .  

Q That  t a k e s  care of your  squad? 

A. No, sir,  I have s o m e  more he re .  Sergeant  LIAS, 
t h e  squad l e a d e r  and a S p e c i a l i s t  LITTLE s t a y e d  t o g e t h e r .  

MR WALSH: Who w a s  t h e  second name? 

A. LITTLE, They u s u a l l y  a s s igned  him t o  go wi th  
t h e  p o i n t  team. There w e r e  t h r e e  s p e c i a l i s t s :  HOOTON, 
TITTLE, and S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR, and g e n e r a l l y  they would 
have j u s t  t h e  t h r e e  men. They would have TITTLE w i t h  them, 
and g e n e r a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  HOOTON and TITTLE went t o g e t h e r  and 
then  TITTLE and TAYLOR, and on t h i s  day I was w i t h  PFC 
WILLIAMS. PFC JONES u s u a l l y  went wi th  one of t h e  o t h e r  
squads.  JONES and Terry  REID u s u a l l y  went t o g e t h e r .  

Q- Who was t h a t  aga in?  

A. JONES and REID, excuse m e .  

Q a T e l l  m e  where you s topped on your squad,  wi th  
LIAS and TITTLE o r  NEEDLE and TAYLOR? 

A. NEEDLE and TAYLOR w e r e  i n  my squad. 

Q HOOTON and TITTLE? 

A .  HOOTON and TITTLE w e r e  i n  my squad. They w e r e  
i n  my squad,  b u t  they  were p o i n t  men. 

Q e  They w e r e  a s s igned  t o  your squad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You and WILLIAMS? 
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Q .. You had 1 4  people. 

A. A t  t h i s  time we only had t h e  two squads and t h e  
weapons squad. W e  had t h e  f i r s t  squad, second squad, and 
the weapons. 

Q You had a weapons machinegun crew with you? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. We had two machineguns, one with t h e  
f i r s t  squad and one with the  second squad. 

Q- JONES and REID were i n  another  squad? 

A.  Yes, they were i n  another  squad. 

MR WALSH : How about FERNANDEZ and GARCIA? 

A. FERNANDEZ and GARCIA were i n  the  f i r s t  squad. 
Homer HALL and HOLMES were i n  the  second squad, and were 
usua l ly  p a i r e d  toge the r  . Walter JONES and Rodney L I N K O U S  
were usua l ly  pa i red  toge the r  i n  the  second squad. 

COL WILSON: Who? 

A.  JONES and L I N K O U S .  MILUS was one of t h e  
machinegunners. R E I D  and JONES were on the  machinegun 
with MILUS, t h e  t h r e e  of those  were usua l ly  toge the r .  

Q. REID and JONES and M I L U S  were together?  

A. Yes, sir, on t h e  machinegun.. 

MR WALSH: They were a l l  t h r e e  i n  t h e  second squad? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. Technical ly ,  they  were i n  t h e  weapons 
squad. We had an odd man h e r e ,  and h i s  name was STEINBRECHER, 
and I c a n ' t  remember whether he was on t h e  gun o r  not .  I 
th ink  he may have been an ammo b e a r e r  o r  one of the  
machinegunners. 

Q. Who would he have been wi th ,  machinegunner? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q These d i f f e r e n t  groups o r  teams t h a t  were 
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broken o u t  h e r e  t h a t  you mentioned,  can you say d e f i n i t e l y  
t h a t  any of them were t o g e t h e r  t h a t  day? 

A .  Normally, t h a t  was SOP, b u t  I cannot  say 
d e f i n i t e l y  they  were i n  t hose  groups o r  p a i r e d  t h a t  days  
t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day.  

Q. You remember you and WILLIAMS w e r e  t o g e t h e r  
guarding t h e  equipment? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  day and t h e  nex t  day also. 

COL WILSON: Did you and WILLIAMS do some sea rch ing?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  very  l i t t l e  r i g h t  around t h e  end of 
t h e  b r idge  and t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  n o t  more than  40 o r  50 
meters away from t h e  end of t h e  b r idge .  

Q. What d id  you f i n d ,  anything? 

A. Nothing, s i r .  

Q - What were you looking  f o r ?  

A, Booby t r a p s ,  mines, t u n n e l  en t r ances .  

MR WALSH: Were t h e r e  any hootches r i g h t  around t h e  end 
of t h e  b r idge?  

A. There w a s  about--on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e ,  I 
t h i n k .  

Q Going sou th?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  There w a s  one nea r  about  50 meters  
from t h e  end of t h e  b r idge .  

Q J u s t  one hootch? 

A. There w e r e  o t h e r s  beyond t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  hcotch.  

Q- Was t h e r e  anyth ing  on your l e f t  when you came 
a c r o s s  t h e  br idge?  

A .  Not immediately as w e  came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
b u t  on f a r t h e r  t h e r e  were hootches  on t h e  l e f t .  There 
w a s  a t r a i l  t h a t  went o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  going no r th .  
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Q. - Going north? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q - A t r a i l  going south? 

A. Yes , sir. The t r a i l  continued on through tne 
v i l l a g e .  I t  came i n  from the  nor th  r i g h t  a t  t h e  br idge and 
made a l e f t  and went up maybe 50 meters and then went on 
down south.  

Q Where it turned t o  go south ,  were t h e r e  hootches 
t h e r e ?  

A. yes,  sir. 

Q A l o t  of them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you go up t h a t  f a r ?  

A. No, sir,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q How about i n  a l l  of t h e  a r e a  you were i n  t h a t  day, 
d id  you s e e  any i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  any of these  p laces?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did it look l i k e  they were l i v e d  i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q They were no t  destroyed hootches , they were j u s t  
hootches t h a t  people had l e f t ?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have an 8 1  mi l l ime te r  mortar assigned t o  
your p la toon t h a t  day? 

A: No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I th ink  they were 
back on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  br idge .  

Q Do you remember them f i r i n g  t h a t  day? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you remember them coming across  the  br idge and 
going t o  t h e  l e f t  t o  s e t  up? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

LTC NOLL: When your l ead  element crossed the  b r idge ,  do 
you r e c a l l  whether they drew f i r e  o r  not? 

A. It seems t o  me l i k e  they d i d ,  but I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
i n  my memory. I t  seems l i k e  they received s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  
something, one o r  two rounds. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember how you crossed t h e  br idge? 
Did you run across  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

LTC NOLL: What do you es t ima te  was t h e  length  of your 
p la toon when it was i n  columns preparing t o  c ross  a  br idge 
such a s  t h i s ?  CB 

I ' d  say we covered a t  l e a s t  a normal d i s t a n c e  c\l
A. d 
between men, a t  l e a s t  100 yards ,  o r  we usual ly  t r y  t o  keep 
10 or  1 5  meters between men. 

0 

Would you have been i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  know what 04Q* 
was going on up f r o n t ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  s i r ,  because as I say,  it was p r e t t y  
heavi ly  overgrown with brush,  and the  t r a i l  d id  make t h e  
t u r n ,  and I was behind t h e  t u r n  when the  lead  element c rossed  
t h e  br idge.  

MR WALSH: I f  t h e  l ead  element would have got ten  pinned down 
by sn ipe r  f i r e ,  you'd be l i k e l y  t o  know it, wouldn ' t  you? 

A.  ' Yes, sir. 

Q But you d o n ' t  have any c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
anything happening t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  nothing i s  c l e a r  i n  my mind. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  any bodies of Vietnamese l y i n g  
around anywhere? 
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. A..  No, s i r .  

Q. When you crossed t h e  br idge ,  was t h e  platoon 
se rgean t  o r  platoon l eader  t h e r e  t o  give i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
t h e  squad t o  move i n t o  c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n s ?  Was t h e  company 
toge the r  when you go t  across  the  b r idge ,  and were i n s t r u c t i o n s  
given a s  t o  which way t o  go7 When you go t  across  the  br idge  
were they a l ready moved o u t  along t h e  path? 

A. A s  f a r  as  I can remember, s i r ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
company d i d n ' t  come across  the  br idge t h a t  day. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  platoon.  

A .  A s - wel l  as  I can remember, t h e  p la toon se rgean t  
was there, and he d i d  t e l l  t h e  second squad t o  go on through. 

Q- S t r a i g h t  up t o  where t h e  road curved t o  the  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and he t o l d  t h e  f i r s t  squad t o  s e t  up 
on t h e  l e f t .  I f  I remember, t h e  second squad went s t r a i g h t  
through on over  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  set  up, and we went through, 
and the  l e a d  elements of my squad went through,  and we s e t  
up on t h e  l e f t  coming back. I was r i g h t  by t h e  br idge.  

Q. Do you remember them sending any squad on 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you could s e e  down t h e  road,  and 
where t h e  road curved down on the  r i g h t  and on down south ,  
and they were s e n t  down t o  search  those  hootehes and cont inue 
on t h a t  way? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember, no, s i r .  We s e t  up a t  f i r s t  
u n t i l  they g o t  the  s i t u a t i o n  eva lua ted ,  and then we s t a r t e d  
searching the  hootches. 

COL WILSON: What per iod  of t ime do you th ink  was involved 
i n  searching  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you descr ibed .  You s a i d  t h i s  
went on a l l  day. Was it completed and t h e  platoons and 
squads g a t  back t o g e t h e r ,  o r  d i d  they mingle through 
these  houses a l l  day? 

A. They searched t h e  genera l  a rea .  I remember we 
had lunch r i g h t  t h e r e  by the  b r idge ,  we a t e  out  noon meal 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  It must have been around 10 30 o r  s o ,  I guess ,  
when we crossed  t h e  br idge .  W e  were t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  an hour 
before  we had our meals,  and then we sat t h e r e  f o r  another  
good 2 o r  3 hours while they were searching  t h e  a r e a .  And 
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then we regrouped, and the  platoon grouped up, and we moved 
nor th  and s e t  up--we received orders  from the  company t o  set 
up an ambush nor th  of t h e  br idge.  

Q How f a r  nor th  of t h e  br idge do you th ink  t h i s  
was? 

A. About a h a l f  a mile. I t  seems it was a good 
ways. 

Q About 800 meters? 

A.  Possibly.  

MR WALSH: Would it be a mile? 

A. It d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e  we moved t h a t  f a r .  I 
d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

COL WILSON: Let ' s  look a t  the  map here a  minute. The 
br idge  i s  r i g h t  here ,  and you moved 800 meters.  

A. I remember pass ing  t h i s  bridge.  It was 
demolished. We moved p a s t  t h a t .  

Q 0 That i s  about 1,200 meters.  Tha t ' s  from one 
br idge t o  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  was c l o s e r  t o  1,400. 

A. We moved p a s t  t h a t  br idge ,  and then t h a t  w a s  
when we saw--that 's  r i g h t ,  we saw some c i v i l i a n s  over  here .  
I saw people over on the  beach, and we gathered them up, 
and they c a l l e d  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  and an i n t e r p r e t e r  g o t  
o f f  of the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and they quest ioned them. 

Q You're po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  j u s t  south of M y  L a i  
( 2 )  , coordina te  743805, nor th  of the  br idge which was 
demolished. 

A. Yes, sir.  I t  was i n  t h e  g r i d  square.  

MR WALSH: Was t h a t  a t  your n igh t  loca t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Af te r  we found t h i s  group of people,  
they flew i n  some chow t o  us.  We a t e ,  and then we set  up 
o u t  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e .  
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Q A s  you desc r ibe ,  t h e  p la toons  searched and then 
moved n o r t h ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- D i d  you move down by t h e  beach? 

A. N o ,  sir.  It was a t r a i l  t h a t  went r i g h t  along 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , r i g h t  along through here. 

Q- I n d i c a t i n g  along t h e  My Khe r i v e r .  

A. It was n o t  a wel-1 def ined  t r a i l ,  s o  t o  speak, it 
was more a pa th  more o r  l e s s .  U n t i l  we rounded t h i s  l i t t l e  
a r e a  he re ,  we weren ' t  more than  1 0  o r  15 meters away from 
t h e  water ,  and then  we h i t  t h i s  t r a i l  here .  I t  was a p r e t t y  
we l l  def ined  t r a i l  along here .  

COL WILSON: Generally o f f  t o  t h e  w e s t  and moving nor th ,  and 
then you go r ight .down,  which i s  t h e  M y  Khe r i v e r ,  i s  that 
r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q .  You passed t h a t  b r idge  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q And then you went on up f a r t h e r  north? 

A.  Yes, sir.  Like I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was t h i s  v i l l a g e  
along i n  h e r e ,  and we s e t  up. Where we s e t  up we could see  
the nor thern  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There were a few hootches 
r i g h t  ac ross  from us ,  and we s a w  l i g h t s  on a l l  n i g h t  long,  
bu t  it was r i g h t  about i n  he re  where we s e t  up. 

MR WALSH: 'Were you near  t h e  ocean s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .- There were a bunch of sand dunes, 
and we s e t  up r i g h t  i n  the middle of them. 

COL WILSON: That i s  p r e t t y  f a r  nor th .  

A. I remember t h i s  v i l l a g e .  There was a v i l l a g e  
r i g h t  ac ross  from us.  

Q- You e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
r i g h t  t h e r e ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q When you s e t  up your ambush l i k e  t h a t .  You 
s a i d  you w e r e  up t h e r e  t o  se t  up an ambush? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

&. You r e a l l y  had a n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  set 
up f o r  the  p l a toon ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What element of t h e  p la toon  set up t h e  ambush? 

A. I t  was a p l a toon  ambush, t h a t  i s  what it was 
t o  be. 

Q What was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  approach you would 
assume i f  t h e  enemy would move i n  i f  they would have come? 

A. North. W e  were t o l d  t o  s i t  t h e r e  and look f o r  
movement s p e c i f i c a l l y  from t h e  nor th .  I t  was supposed t o  
be p r e t t y  w e l l  c l e a r e d  s o  they should n o t  have been a b l e  
t o  come up from t h e  south.  

MR WALSH: There was an element l e f t  t o  guard t h e  b r idge?  

A.  I t  was from t h e  company. W e  were t o l d  they  
were going t o  be on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  t h e  b r idge  
would be guarded. But it was n o t  guarded very w e l l ,  i f  I 
might add. 

COL WILSON: What t i m e  d i d  you l eave  t o  move n o r t h ,  do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. It was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon,  I 'd  say about  1500. 

Q *  Did you move a s  slowly up i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  a s  
you d i d  moving ac ross  t h e  br idge?  

A. No, sir.  W e  moved p r e t t y  f a s t .  

Q- How long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  up t h e r e ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir. We moved p r e t t y  f a s t .  
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Q. How long d id  it take  you t o  g e t  up t h e r e ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I ' d  say about an hour o r  an hour and a h a l f .  I t  
w a s  hard going because the  sand on t h a t  t r a i l  was p r e t t y  deep, 
and I remember w e  d id  move f a s t ,  because I was bushed by t h e  
time we g o t  t h e r e .  

Q I'm going t o  in t roduce  t h i s  as  an e x h i b i t .  This 
is  an a e r i a l  photo, s t r i p  photo of the  c o a s t a l  a r e a  from t h e  
Tra Khuc r i v e r  t o  t h e  Diem Diem r i v e r .  

RCDR : That i s  P-185, S i r .  

COL WILSON: Do you remember see ing  t h e  f i s h  t r a p s ?  

A,  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Could you see  those  p l a i n l y  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  we could.  There is  a demolished br idge  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Enough of the  br idge was l e f t  going across  t h e  
water.  I t  wasn ' t  completely ou t?  

A. One s e c t i o n  of t h e  span was ou t .  You can see 
where t h e  span i s  ou t  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  dark s p o t .  I t  
was no t  used a t  a l l  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q T h a t ' s  going t o  put  you up t h e r e  about 1600 o r  
1700 i n  t h e  af ternoon.  This would have been j u s t  before  
dark.  You would have had adequate time t o  prepare ,  and d i d  
anything occur t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Before you 
answer t h a t ,  p o i n t  3 on t h e  photo i s  t h e  movement from the  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  br idge  t o  the  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  
which s t a r t e d  a t  approximately 1500 hours and l a s t e d  from 
one t o  one and a h a l f  hours.  

MR WALSH: Before we move t o  the  events  of t h e  n i g h t ,  can 
w e  g e t  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  on t h e  people picked up and t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  by the  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  came i n ?  

COL WILSON: Sure.  

MR WALSH: Try t o  give us exac t ly  what happened when 
t h e  platoon de ta ined  some Vietnamese. 

(MICHENER) 39 APP T-209 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, we saw these  people 
over on the  beach. 

Q. When you say the  beach, a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  ocean s i d e ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. How many were t h e r e ?  

A. F i f t e e n  o r  twenty, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  
I t  was a p r e t t y  good s i z e  l i t t l e  group. Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  t h e  company and t o l d  them t h a t  w e  
had some people. f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  They ev iden t ly  
c a l l e d  b a t t a l i o n  and anyway, i n  about 15 o r  20  minutes 
they had a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and landed on the  ocean 
s i d e ,  and t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  g o t  o f f .  

Q - I thought you s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e r e  was an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  along wi th  your p la toon on t h i s  opera t ion .  
Remembering t h i s  event  change your mind about t h a t ?  
Poss ib ly ,  you ' re  th ink ing  about some o t h e r  opera t ion  
where an i n t e r p r e t e r  was along? 

A .  I t  must- have been, because I do remember 
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  d id  g e t  off  the  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q 0 Was it more than  cne? 

A. There was more than  one person t h a t  go t  o f f  
of the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  bu t  only one was an i n t e r p r e t e r .  There 
was a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  it may have been two. 

Q. Was t h e r e  an American o f f i c e r  with him? 

A. Yes, sir.  I be l i eve  it was a c a p t a i n ,  i f  
I a m  n o t  mistaken, 

Q 8 Would you recognize a photograph of them i f  
you saw him? 

A. Possibly.  

Q Do you remember anything about the  way t h e  
cap ta in  was dressed? 
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.A. Nothing t h a t  s t ands  ou t  i n  my memory, no, sir.  

Q Had you ever  seen him before? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Are you s u r e  it was a c a p t a i n ,  or  could it have 
been a l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q - After  t h e  o f f i c e r  and i n t e r p r e t e r  g o t  o f f  of 
the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  what happened then? 

A. A s  f a r  as  my p a r t  goes,  we s e t  up our own l i t t l e  
s e c u r i t y  around t h e r e ,  and I was back away from them. I d o n ' t  
know what was s a i d  o r  who was quest ioned.  This l a s t e d  about 
30 t o  4 5  minutes, and then they l e t  the  people go. I f  I 
remember, I be l i eve  they d i d  t ake  a couple people with them, 
o r  they brought t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  back i n ,  and they took two o r  , 

t h r e e ,  i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r  i n  my mind, though. I c a n ' t  remember 
it c l e a r l y .  

Q. Your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  time t h i s  was, was 
between t h e  time you s e t  up f o r  t h e  n igh t  and darkness? 

I A. W e  go t  these  people before  we s e t  up f o r  the  
I n igh t .  This is  on our way t o  our  n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n .  

Q Did you have t o  take  them along with you a long 
way, before  you got  t o  your n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir,  we d i d n ' t  t ake  them with us. 

Q. You got  them r i g h t  about t h e  p o i n t  where you 
were going t o  s e t  up f o r  t h e  n igh t  defense? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  and a f t e r  they were quest ioned we 
moved on up nor th  away i n  order  t o  throw them of f  i n  case 
anyone was watching us and then moved back. 

Q. Af te r  .dark? 

A. Afte r  dark ,  yes ,  sir.  

LTC NOLL: Where d i d  these  people m a t e r i a l i z e  from? 

(MICHENER) 41 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-209 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  They j u s t  come from t h e  beach. They w e r e  j u s t  
t h e r e  on t h e  beach. 

Q No sampan o r  anything around? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q No swif t b o a t s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember. Although t h e r e  w a s  
a r i d g e  of sand between us and t h e  ocean, and it was t h e  l e a d  
elements of our p la toon t h a t  s a w  these  people. 

COL WILSON: D o  you remember t h e  loca t ion?  Could you p o i n t  
o u t  the  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  photograph where t h i s  occurred? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was be fo re  t h e  
br idge  o r  a f t e r  the  br idge .  I know t h i s  i s  a l l  c l e a r  
beach up he re  on the  ocean s i d e ,  but  t h e r e  was a l o t  of 
sand dunes t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  were no t  too many t r e e s  around. 
There were a few t r e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  bu t  it was r e l a t i v e l y  
c l e a r .  So, from t h i s  photograph, I ' d  say where we g o t  t h e  
people was about r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about south of t h e  br idge?  

A. I f  I am n o t  mistaken, s ir .  

Q They were on t h e  beach? 

A. They were on t h e  beach. When I saw them they 
were on the  beach. Now, where they came from, I d o n ' t  know, 
because I was i n  t h e  back of the  p la toon,  and by t h e  t i m e  I 
g o t  t h e r e  they were a l l  on t h e  beach and gathered up i n  a 
grcup. 

Q- How many? 

A .  Right offhand, I ' d  have t o  say a t  l e a s t  15,  
I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember i f  they were a l l  men, o r  were 
t h e r e  women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  There were a couple of young boys t h a t  I do 
remember. 
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-a Were t h e r e  any women? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. The reason these  boys 
s tuck  i n  my mind i s  because they were b e t t e r  dressed than  
the normal run of people i n  Vietnam. They were p r e t t y  wel l  
dressed.  

COL WILSON: The i n t e r p r e t e r  who came i n  the h e l i c o p t e r ,  
w a s  he ARVN? Did he have on a uniform? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you say any 'of  these  people were evacuated? 

A.  I t  seems t o  me l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  one o r  two of 
them were. 

Q Were they the young fe l lows ,  t h e  young men? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it was. 

Q - Any of them c a s u a l t i e s  or h u r t ?  

A.  N o ,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

You j u s t  l e f t  those  peaple t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. Af te r  they quest ioned them, they 
j u s t  l e t  them go. 

Q. And moved on t h e  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  and 
then  back? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Did anything e l s e  happen before  you go t  t o  t h e  
n i g h t  de fens ive  pos i t ion?  

A. We burned some hootches.  

Q - P o i n t  number 4 ,  l o c a t i o n  where 15 t o  20 Vietnamese 
were found on the  beach, as  descr ibed  by t h e  witness .  

Where d i d  you burn the  hootches? 

A.  W e  burned s e v e r a l  a l l  the  way along t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I ' d  say s i x  o r  seven of them were burned. 
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I t  looked t o  me as  i f  they had been abandoned. There weren ' t  
any u t e n s i l s  o r  anything i n  t h e  hootches. 

Q. You s a i d  i n t i a l l y  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you were 
n o t  t o l d  t o  do t h i s .  Were you t o l d  t o  do t h i s  a f t e r  you go t  
o u t  t h e r e  o r  what? O r  who d id  t h i s ,  and what was the  reason 
f o r  i t ?  

A.  A s  we were going up t h e  t r a i l ,  t he  word came 
back along t o  burn the  hootches. I t  was passed back down 
the  column. I don' t know who gave t h e  order .  

Q - Did you say you burned some of the  hootches o r  
a l l  of the  hootches? 

A. We burned some. I d o n ' t  th ink  a l l  of them were 
burned. 

MR WALSH: Were those t h e  f i r s t  hootches t h a t  you had seen 
burned t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, s ir .  A s  we l l  a s  I can remember, those  w e r e  
t h e  f i r s t  ones. 

COL WILSON: Did you burn any around t h e  b r idge ,  the  f i r s t  
br idge t h a t  you crossed while  t h e  search was going on? 

A. I c z n ' t  remenber whether we d id  t h a t  day o r  
t h e  next.  I d o n ' t  know whether it was the  16th  o r  17th.  

LTC NOLL: Back searching near t h e  br idge e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
day, do you r e c a l l  i f  anyone found a booby t r a p ?  

A. I th ink  S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR d i d .  

a .  Do you remember any d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  booby
t r a p ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  see it. I j u s t  heard about it. 

Q 'What d i d  you hear? 

A .  The word came over  t o  us whfle we were s e t t i n g  
over  t h e r e  by the  br idge t h a t  somebody had found a booby 
t r a p .  
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Q - I n  a hootch? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  The word e v e n t u a l l y  g o t  
t o  u s  t h a t  someone had iound a booby t r a p ,  and I b e l i e v e  it 
w a s  S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR who had found it. 

Q. D o  you recal l  what k ind  of a booby t r a p  it was? 

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q. What w a s  your  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM'S C P ,  i n  o t h e r  words, how f a r  away w e r e  you from 
t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. About 50 t o  75 meters. I could  see him from 
where I w a s .  

Q. ' Most of  t h e  t ime? 

A.  Most of  t h e  t i m e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: There w a s  no th ing ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  happened i n  t h e  
march and when you g o t  t o  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1215 h o u r s ,  22 
January  1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1305 hour s ,  22 
January  1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, COL MILLER, LTC NOLL , and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MICHENER, I remind you t h a t  you are s t i l l  
under oa th .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. W e  have j u s t  covered your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  16 
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March up t o  the  p o i n t  of movement i n t o  t h e  n igh t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n s ,  which we have i n d i c a t e d  on the  photo and marked 
a s  Poin t  5. 

Now, would you descr ibe  from the  t ime t h a t  you 
a r r i v e d  t h e r e  anything unusual t h a t  occurred i n  your n igh t  
defensive p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember too wel l  what happened 
t h a t  n igh t .  One t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my memory i s  t h a t  
we kept  see ing  l i g h t s  across  t h i s  r i v e r  over i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
over here.  

Q. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  your west? 

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t i c k s  ou t  i n  
my memory, sir. I t  seems l i k e  we heard f i r i n g  ac ross  t h e  
r i v e r  a l s o .  

Q To your west? 

A. Yes, sir, bu t  i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r .  I c a n ' t  remember 
whether it happened o r  not .  

Q When you moved i n t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  d i d  you d i g  
i n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  We did .  

Q Would you desc r ibe  it a s  sandy t e r r a i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Was it tough t o  d i g  i n t o  t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I t  was loose  on t o p ,  and once you g o t  
down about a f o o t  it w a s  kind of damp, so  it would hold r e a l  
we l l ,  

Q. What a r e a  of t h e  per imeter  o r  of t h e  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n  w a s  your squad i n ?  

A. We were on the  western perimeter  of our  p o s i t i o n .  
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Q Were you observ ing  over  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q o  Did you s l e e p  much t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  were you on 
s h i f t ?  How d id  you keep your s e c u r i t y ?  

A, On s h i f t ,  s i r .  

Q. What p e r i o d s  w e r e  you awake? 

A. W e  had t h e  guard on 2-hour s h i f t s .  I c a n ' t  
remember what s h i f t s  I took.  I remember I t h i n k  I had from 
2200 t o  2400 a t  n i g h t ,  and my n e x t  one was 0400 t o  0600, i f  
I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  

Q- You had two 2-hour s h i f t s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Nothing occur red  wh i l e  you were on s h i f t  except  
t h i s  f i x i n g  t h a t  you t h i n k  you remember, and some l i g h t s ?  

A. A l l  I can remember s e e i n g  i s  t h e  l i g h t s  I saw. 
I w a s  on my f i r s t  s h i f t  around midnight, and 1 r e p o r t e d  t o  
t h e  p l a t o o n  CP. They t o l d  m e  t o  keep my eyes  on it, and 
a t  midnight  I woke up my r e l i e f  and went t o  s l e e p .  They 
d i d n ' t  p u t  t h e  whole p l a toon  on r e l i e f  o r  anything.  They 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  necessary .  

Q- What p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  p l a t o o n  w a s  awake du r ing  
t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. A t  any one g iven  t i m e  I would say about  h a l f  of  
it. 

Q Was h a l f  o f  your  squad awake? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  That  w a s  SOP. W e  had h a l f  t h e  squad 
awake a t  any one t ime.  

Q. Do you remember what t i m e  you a t e  t h a t  evening? 

A. About 1800, i f  I remember. 
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Q Did you do any more search ing  a f t e r  you h i t  your 
n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q What time d i d  you say t h a t  you g o t  up t h e  next  
morning? You s a i d  you were awake from 0400 t o  0600? 

A. I was awake when it w a s  d a y l i g h t .  I s t a y e d  up. 

Did you wake up t h e  rest of t h e  squad, o r  d i d  -.
Q 
everybody g e t  up? 

A. Everybody g o t  up. 

Q - What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e  a t e  b r e a k f a s t ,  and then we moved down towards 
t h e  br idge .  We g o t  i n  a column and moved k ind  of slow. It 
took us maybe an hour o r  so .  Maybe it was more than  t h a t .  
W e  moved back towards t h e  br idge .  I t  was t h e  same o rde r  of 
march a s  t h e  day be fo re .  The f i r s t  squad was l a s t ,  -and I 
was b r ing ing  up t h e  r e a r ,  and j u s t  about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 
would say t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  column go t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
I heard an explosion.  I t  was passed back along t h e  column 
t h a t  a S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR had s tepped on a mine r i g h t  a t  the 
end of a bridge--the very end of t h e  br idge .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t i m e  you depar ted  your 
defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I can g ive  you an approximation. I t  was about  
0800, I ' d  say,  

Q I  A s  you approached t h e  br idge  you s a i d  you heard 
an explosion? 

A. Yes sir.  

Q- How f a r  w e r e  you from the  br idge  then? 

A. I was about 100 t o  150 meters.  

Q This was about 0900? I th ink  you s a i d  it took 
about an hour? 

4 8  
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A. A l i t t l e  a f t e r  0900. 

Q. What was t h e  r e s u l t ?  What caused t h a t  explosion? 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR s tepping  on a mine. 

Q. Was t h i s  a t  the . bridge? 

A. A t  t h e  very end of t h e  br idge .  

Q- And S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR was a t  t h e  l ead  element of 
the  platoons? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sergeant  CARTER wasn ' t  on p o i n t ,  was he? 

A. Y e s .  

Q* D i C  you see S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and evacuate 
him? 

A. Evacuate him? 

Q- Y e s  ? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you n o t i c e  anything about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
Were t h e r e  any markings on i t ?  

A. I t  was a medevac chopper. 

Q It d i d  have the  r e d  c ross  on i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

9. From t h e  time t h a t  you heard the  explosions and 
the  chopper came i n ,  do you know how long it was? 

A. Over h a l f  an hour. I t  was a long t ime. We were 
g e t t i n g  worr ied about where t h e  chopper was. We were a f r a i d  
he w a s  going t o  b leed  t o  dea th .  
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COL MILLER: Poin t  6 i s  the  l o c a t i o n  dep ic t ing  t h e  wounding 
of TAYLOR. 

Where d i d  the  chopper land,  do you know? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  I saw it come over ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  see  it land.  There were a l o t  of t r e e s  and palm 
t r e e s  and brush between me and where it landed. I d i d n ' t  
see exac t ly  where it landed. 

Q What happened a f t e r  TAYLOR was evacuated? 

A .  They c a l l e d  i n  the  gunships,  and they came in--
I d o n ' t  know where they came i n  from, bu t  on the  approach 
it was r i g h t  about h e r e  where I was s i t t i n g .  

Q. You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  west s i d e ?  

A .  Right.  Right by the  water here.  It w a s  about 
100 t o  150 meters from the  br idge.  The h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  
from the  nor th .  

They came i n  over My Lai ( I ) ?  c-4Q * 3 
r 

A .  Right,  and sprayed the  whole a rea .  They made 
t h r e e  passes  t h a t  I can remember f o r  s u r e  and poss ib ly  more, 
and then they l e f t .  C 

fi 

MR WALSH: How many h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Two, I be l i eve .  

Q m o  gunships? 

A. Yes, I be l i eve .  

COL WILSON: These gunships made two runs? 

A. More than two. I th ink  it was t h r e e  a t  l e a s t .  

Q They were a l l  f i r i n g  .passes? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q This would have been i n  the  a r e a  sou theas t  o r  
e a s t  of t h e  bridge? 

50 
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A. I ' d  say sou theas t .  

Q Were the  passes more along the  c o a s t ,  o r  were they
in land  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. They were d i r e c t l y  over--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Right down t h e  middle? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q The h e l i c o p t e r s  approached from the  northwest t o  
t h e  sou theas t ,  and t h a t  w a s  t he  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  f i r i n g  
pass ? 

A. Right,  sir. On the  f i r s t  pass  they came r i g h t  on 
t o p  of us ,  and they opened up back i n  h e r e ,  and they were high 
and shoot ing over us. One of the  gunners must not  have 
con t ro l l ed  h i s  guns, because PFC WILLIAMS was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  
of me and s i t t i n g  a g a i n s t  a t r e e  wi th  h i s  l egs  spread,  and a 
t r a c e r  round h i t  r i g h t  between h i s  l e g s .  

Q. Were these  miniguns? 

A. On t h e  f i r s t  pass the re '  were doorgunners. 

Q e  D o  you recall any rocke t s  f i r e d ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

MR WALSH: Where exac t ly  were you s i t t i n g  with reference  
t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. I ' d  say 100 meters nor th  of t h e  br idge  back on 
the  t r a i l  I w a s  t e l l i n g  you about,  It  went p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t ,  
and then it curved around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and I was s i t t i n g  
r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  fac ing  back t h e  o t h e r  way. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  choppers came r i g h t  over 
head on t h e i r  gun run? 

A. They d i d n ' t  come r i g h t  over me, but  they went 
across  i n  a diagonal  l i n e .  

Q - I f  TAYLOR stepped on a mine about 0800--
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was l a t e r  t han  t h a t .  

Q You had t o  w a i t  a h a l f  an hour  f o r  t h e  medevac? 
Approximately what t ime would you p u t  t h e  gunruns by t h e  
choppers? 

A .  I ' d  say around 0945 t o  1000. I t  was around 0900 
o r  a f t e r ,  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  back t o  t h e  b r i d g e  and T a y l o r ' s t e p p e d  
on t h e  mine. 

Q. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  2 y e a r s  ago. We do have 
some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it w a s  about  0810 when he s t epped  on a 
mine, and us ing  t h a t  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t ,  and t h a t  could be 
o f f  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  u s ing  t h a t  as a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t ,  
I t h i n k  you s a i d  it was a t  least a h a l f  hour b e f o r e  the 
medevac came t o  g e t  him. 

A .  Right ,  and t h e  gunships  came about  10 o r  15 
minutes a f t e r  t h e  medevac. 

Q . So it would have been around 0900? 

A .  Y e s .  

COL WILSON: P o i n t  7 i s ,  "Two gunships made t h r e e  f i r i n g  8 
passes  over  t h e  a r e a . "  The approximate t ime of t h e  pas s  CV 
w a s  approximately 15 t o  20 minutes a f t e r  t h e  evacua t ion  
c f  TAYLOR? 

A. As  w e l l  as I can remember. 

LTC NOLL: Did you draw any s n i p e r  f i r e  sometime a f t e r  
lOOO? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I w a s  s o  shook over  him. 
H e  w a s  a very good f r i e n d  of mine, and a f t e r  h e a r i n g  about  
him g e t t i n g  wounded, t h e  e v e n t s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  hour o r  s o  are 

. s o r t  of dim, and I wasn ' t - - I  was i n  s o r t  of a daze.  

MR WALSH: You d o n ' t  have any i d e a  why they c a l l e d  i n  t hose  
gunships ,  do you? 

A. A s  f a r  as I know, it was t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a .  
Ev iden t ly ,  they thought  t h a t  someone had come i n  du r ing  
t h e  n i g h t  and s e t  up t h e  mine, because it w a s n ' t  t h e r e  
t h e  day be fo re ,  and they  thought  they might s t i l l  be i n  
t h e  area. 
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Q- Was everyone p r e t t y  upset  over TAYLOR? 

A. Yes, He was a p r e t t y  wel l - l iked  man. 

COL WILSON: The log  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  11th  Brigade says  the  
e n t r y  of 0831--the en t ry  of 0831 shows the  i n j u r y  of the  

- booby t r a p  t r i p p e d  a t  0810. The log  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it was 
completed about 0830, o r  20 minutes l a t e r ,  s o  we a r e  t a l k i n g  
about somewhere about 0830. Now, about 15  o r  20 minutes 
l a t e r ,  2 gunships came i n ,  and we a r e  t a l k i n g  about approaching 
0900, 0845 t o  0850. Could you i d e n t i f y  anything on those 
gunships? Thei r  i n s i g n i a  o r  anything? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  look a t  them t h a t  c lose .  You 
s e e  gunships every day, and you g e t  used t o  them. 

a- Afte r  they made t h e i r  run, then  what happened? 

A .  Afte r  they made t h e i r  run t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
company moved across  t h e  b r idge ,  and we rece ived  o rde r s  
t o  move ou t  south of the  br idge down a l i t t l e  peninsula  
and out  on a search  and des t roy .  

Q. Did t h i s  order  seem t o  be any change from your 
previous opera t ion?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  We hadn ' t  been ordered before  t o  
des t roy .  This w a s  an o rde r  t o  search  t h e  hootches and 
burn them; sea rch  and des t roy .  

Q. When d i d  you rece ive  t h i s  o rde r  wi th  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  evacuat ion of TAYLOR? 

A. It was af te rwards ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, a f t e r  you moved o u t  you received 
t h i s  order?  

A. Right. 

Q And the orde r  w a s  t o  move south on a search  and 
des t roy  opera t ion?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you s t a r t e d  south ,  and what is t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

(MICHENER) 53 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-209 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. I remember hear ing  the  lead  elements f i r i n g  on 
something. I d o n ' t  know what it was. 

MR WALSH: What was your formation as the  company moved 
out?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. It was e i t h e r  the  2d o r  the  3d Platoon t h a t  went 
a l l  t he  way over on t h e  beach of the  ocean s i d e  and moving 
south along the  beach. If I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  one platoon 
moved genera l ly  on t h e  edge of the  beach, and then t h e  1st 
Platoon moved down the  middle. 

COL MILLER: The order  of march was the 1st Platoon on t h e  
r i g h t ,  and then t h e r e  was one platoon on the  l e f t ?  Were 
they approaching i n  platoons a b r e a s t ,  o r  were they i n  
column? 

A. Column, sir.  

Q. Was your platoon on a path? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

MR WALSH: Which squad w a s  i n  t h e  lead? . 

A. The f i r s t  squad, because I had t h e  mine d e t e c t o r ,  0 
and I was r i g h t  up i n  f r o n t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  where the  mortar people s e t  up? 

A. To t h e  e a s t  of the  br idge.  

COL WILSON: Did anything occur while you were moving south? 

A. Well, we picked up some prisoners--

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  a moment, now. E a r l i e r  you 
s a i d  t h a t  from the  l ead  elements you could hear  f i r i n g ,  and 
when you thought about it some more, you s a i d  t h a t  you were 
i n  the  l ead  with t h e  mine d e t e c t o r .  

A. This was a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g .  You s e e ,  I heard t h e  
f i r i n g .  I guess t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of it. They were 
spraying the  whole genera l  a r e a ,  and then the  company moved 
across--
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Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  I see .  The lead  elements of your 
platoon were spraying  the  whole genera l  a r e a ,  and a f t e r  the  
gunrun and before  the  r e s t  of the  company came across  t o  
jo in?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q This i s  when you were s t i l l  i n  the  r e a r ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

a .  Pick it up from t h e r e  i f  you would, and 
descr ibe  your movements? . 

A. A f t e r  I heard t h e  f i r i n g ,  I rece ived  orders  
myself t o  come up and g e t  the  mine d e t e c t o r  t h a t  TAYLOR 
had been ca r ry ing ,  and s o  I moved up t o  the  f r o n t  then. 
Apparently whi le  I w a s  back i n  t h e  r e a r ,  they had 

. captured a couple of Vietnamese people. I d o n ' t  know 
whether they were VC o r  i f  they were c i v i l i a n s .  We 
received o r d e r s  then t o  move south.  

Q. Did you s e e  the  Vietnamese p e ~ p l ethey had 
captured? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Were they women o r  men? 

A. Men, s ir .  

Q. Did they have uniforms o r  web gear? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Were they young o r  o ld?  

A. One of them was i n  h i s  twen t i e s ,  I would say,  
and t he  o t h e r  one was f a i r l y  o ld .  

Q* What happened t o  them? 

A. They were made t o  walk i n  f r o n t  of us a s  human 
mine d e t e c t o r s .  I rece ived  o rde r s  t o  move them ou t  down 
the t r a i l  and keep about 30 t o  40 f e e t  behind them. 

Q. You moved them down the  t r a i l ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. T e l l  us eve ry th ing  you saw and heard .  

COL WILSON: L e t  me  g e t  t h e  p o i n t  where you picked t h e s e  
people up h e r e  on t h e  map. 

A. I f i r s t .  saw them h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
area of t h e  b r i d g e .  I came up from t h e  r e a r  h e r e  and picked 
up the  mine d e t e c t o r  and moved on down sou th  50 o r  75 m e t e r s  
where t h e  p l a toon  CP, w i t h  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM, was wi th  
t h e  CO. L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM s a i d  f o r  m e  t o  move o u t  sou th  
a long t h i s  t r a i l .  I w a s  w i th  my squad l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
The t r a i l  was r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  A c t u a l l y ,  it 
was more of a marsh than  a r i v e r .  They t o l d  me t o  move o u t  
and l e t  t h e s e  two Vietnamese people  walk ahead of m e  s o  
t h a t  i f  anybody . h i t  a mine, they  would h i t  it f i r s t .  

Would you cons ide r  them a s  VC s u s p e c t s ?Q o  


A. Yes, sir. 

MR WALSH: Were they picked up by t h e  company coming a c r o s s  
t h e  b r idge ,  o r  were they picked up by your p la toon?  0 

CY 

A. I t h i n k  they  were picked up by t h e  company a s  
they  came ac ros s  t h e  b r idge .  

COL WILSON: P o i n t  8 shows t h e  r o u t e  of march moving sou th  
wi th  t h e  1st  P la toon  on t h e  west  s i d e  and one p l a t o o n  on t h e  
e a s t  o r  beach. The f i r s t  squad w a s  l e ad ing ,  and t h e  1st 
P la toon  used two VC s u s p e c t s  t o  l e a d  t h e  column. What 
was your q u e s t i o n  now? 

MR WALSH: For  him t o  d e s c r i b e  eve ry th ing  t h a t  he saw and 
heard  a s  he moved o u t  w i th  t h e  two Vietnamese i n  f r o n t  of him? 

A. A f t e r  I came up t o  t h e  a r e a  where L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM w a s  and g o t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  move o u t  fo l lowing  t h e  
two VC s u s p e c t s ,  I moved sou th  a t  a f a i r l y  slow pace.  I 
would walk and l i s t e n  and then  s t o p  f o r  a whi le .  W e  
sea rched  t h e  sur rounding  a r e a  as' we went, and as  each 
hootch was searched  it w a s  de s t royed  and burned. This  
w a s  t he  g e n e r a l  p l an  as f a r  a s  w e  could go sou th  i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n .  W e  burned a l l  t h e  way down. 
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COL WILSON: A s  I unders tand it ,  each v i l l a g e  you h i t ,  you 
burned? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  ga the red  up t h e  people  as w e  went 
through and k e p t  them i n  one a r e a  and burned t h e  v i l l a g e s  a s  
we went  through.  

MR WALSH: I t a k e  it as you f i r s t  went through and moved o u t ,  
t h e r e  were no v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  s c a t t e r e d  hootches?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- About how f a r  d i d  you go b e f o r e  you r a n  i n t o  t h e  
f i r s t  b i g  enough c o l l e c t i o n  of hootches  t o  c a l l  it a v i l l a g e  
o r  a hamlet?  

A. A p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e .  

Q From t h e  b r idge ,  would you say  it w a s  500 o r  600 
yards?  

A .  Probably more. t han  t h a t .  

Q. Now, about  how long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  down 
t o  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  of 700 t o  1,000 ya rds  o r  whatever  it w a s  
from t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I ' d  say about  an hour  and a h a l f  o r  2 hours .  
I remember when we g o t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  everyone w a s  
real low on wa te r .  I t  was real  h o t ,  and w e  a l l  were d r i n k i n g  
water f a s t ,  so w e  f i l l e d  up ou r  can teens  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you t a k e  a b reak  t h e r e ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  have a w e l l .  They had t h e  wate r  i n  
jars, and we f i l l e d  up o u r  can teens  and dumped t h e  water  jars 
o u t  and broke them. W e  burned t h e  hootches  a f t e r  w e  searched  
them, and t h e n  w e  con t inued  on s o u t h .  

Q. Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  had you r e c e i v e d  f i r e  from any 
d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I had n o t ,  sir. 

Q Had your p l a toon  been f i r i n g  a l o t  i n t o  t h e s e  
hootches?  
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A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

Q Were any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  dropping grenades i n t o  
the  bunkers of t h e  hootches?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q. Lots  o f  them? 

A. Lots  of them, sir.  

Q Did you see any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. 

Q. None a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s ir .  I heard  about  them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see 
any of them. 

Q. W e l l ,  you g o t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e n ,  and 
took a l i t t l e  break t h e r e  and g o t  some water  and sea rched  
o u t  a l l  t h e  hootches  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes , sir. 

Q . Now, d i d  they round up a11 t h e  people  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir, 

Q Where w e r e  t h e s e  people  c o l l e c t e d ?  Were they  
c o l l e c t e d  i n  one p l a c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q About how many? 

A. There w e r e n ' t  very  many i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you h e a r  any th ing  about any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i i i e d  i n  that v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir .  The ones t h a t  I heard about  g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d  were t h e  ones t h a t  were i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  they  
were dropping grenades down on t o p  of them i n  t h e  bunkers.  
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Q. Tha t ' s  what I a m  t a l k i n g  about.  Was t h a t  i n  
t h i s  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It was a l l  t he  way t o  the  r i v e r .  It was not  i n  
one s p e c i f i c  v i l l a g e ,  but  I would say t h a t  it was a l l  t h e  way 
t o  the  r i v e r  i n  a l l  t h e  hootches.  

Q Do you remember i n  t h a t  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  o r  a t  any
p lace  all t h e  way down t h e r e ,  somebody f ind ing  a  booby t r a p ?  

NO, sir .  Not off hand, I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Severa l  c a r t r i d g e s  r igged 
a t r i g g e r  s o  t h a t  i f  somebody came 
o f f ?  

t o g e t h e r  wi th  
i n t o  a hootch 

some kind 
, it would 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q Up t o  the  p o i n t  t h a t  you g o t  t o  the  f i r s t  v i l l a g e
and took a break,  you d i d n ' t  s ee  any Vietnamese k i l l e d  from 
any cause? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q Did you see  any of the  s o l d i e r s  rape any of the  
females? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d  no t .  

Q. Did you ever  hea r  about t h a t  l a t e r ?  

A.  I heard of one ins tance .  This was back where 
they were back spraying  the  v i l l a g e .  One of the  machine-
gunners named MADISON saw a naked woman run o u t  of a hootch 
and t r i e d  t o  g e t  her  t o  s top .  He wanted t o  cap tu re  h e r  o r  
something, I d o n ' t  know, bu t  he y e l l e d  a t  Joe t o  s t o p ,  and 
not t o  shoot ,  he r .  This was a l l  hearsay.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  see  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q This  i s  the  only one t h a t  you heard about? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q This  was before  t h e  company joined up and while 
you were s t i l l  spraying  the  a rea?  
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A ,  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When you were sp ray ing  t h e  a r e a ,  were people  
p r e t t y  angry and looking  f o r  revenge maybe f o r  TAYLOR? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would say  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  p r e t t y  
w e l l  s t i r r e d  up. 

Q A f t e r  you took t h a t  b reak  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  
what happened then?  

A. We moved on sou th ,  as I s a i d ,  u n t i l  w e  g o t  j u s t  
a s  f a r  sou th  as we could go,  burning hootches  and d e s t r o y i n g  
a s  we went. When we g o t  t o  t he  end of t h e  pen insu la ,  w e  
s topped t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t i m e ,  maybe a h a l f  an 
hour ,  and tu rned  around and s t a r t e d  back no r th .  

Q About what t ime d i d  you g e t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  
pen insu la?  

A. Somewhere around noon. I know t h a t  I w a s  
g e t t i n g  r e a l  hungry, and they wouldn ' t  l e t  us s t o p  t o  eat. 

Q. D i d  you have lunch when you g o t  t o  t h e  end? 

A. No, sir .  

51 B e f s r e  y c ~gct t o  t h e  end? 

A. No, s i r ,  n a t  until we s t a r t e d  back up. 

Q - I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  as you were moving down, t h a t  
you would g a t h e r  up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a long t h e  way a t  t h e  
hootches  and s o  an ,  What d i d  you do wi th  them? You s a i d  
th&.%t h e r e  were n o t  t o o  many of them, b u t  what d i d  you do 
w i t h  them? 

A. W e  ga the red  up t h i s  group and then  went on p a s t  
them. A f t e r  I passed them I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  them. 

Q You reached t h e  r i v e r  sometime b e f o r e  lunch and 
s t a r t e d  back ups and you s topped  f o r  chow sometime a f t e r  you 
s t a r t e d  your  r e t u r n  up. Do you have any i d e a  what t ime it was? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  My t a i l  was r e a l l y  
dragging.  I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  you even an approximate t i m e .  
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Q- W h a t  happened, a g a i n ,  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  moving 
a f t e r  chow? 

A. W e  moved a l l  t h e  way back up t o  ' t h e  b r i d g e ,  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  axy th ing  we may have missed.  

Q- D i d  you go back up on t h e  same pa th  you came 
down? 

A. Yes, sir.  We moved on p a s t  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
cont inued  up n o r t h .  

Q- I want you t o  t h i n k  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  about  t h i s ,  
now, and n o t  run  your  t ime frames i n  t o g e t h e r .  Think very 
c a r e f u l l y  abou t  t h i s ,  now. 

A. Wait .  Before  we g o t  back t o  t h e  b r i d g e  we s e t  
up f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  ( p o i n t i n g ) . 
Q. Was t h a t  i n  about  t h e  area of  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

(i . About what t i m e  d i d  you g e t  back t o  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. 1600 t o  1 7 0 0  o r  maybe l a t e r ,  because they f lew 
t h e  chow i n t o  u s ,  and it was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  da rk .  
If  I a m  n o t  mis taken ,  wh i l e  we were i n  t h e  chow l i n e  w e  
r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from over  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

COL WILSON: Where w a s  t h i s  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ?  Can you show 
m e  on t h e  map h e r e ?  

A. Here i s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and it was r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  
There w a s  t h i s  marsh o v e r  h e r e .  

COL WILSON: P o i n t  number 9 i s  t h e  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  B 
company. D o  you know where t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  was? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  b r idge .  

MR WALSH: Did you use  t h e  two VC a l l  day t o  l e a d  you? 

A. No, s ir .  When we g o t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  they 
were s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  i f  I am n o t  mis taken .  That  was t h e  
l a s t  I saw o f  them. 
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Q. D i d  you s t a y  on p o i n t  a l l  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I t  was g e t t i n g  s o  h o t  w e  
s t a r t e d  r o t a t i n g  t h e  p o i n t .  Then, t o o ,  when they  took  t h e  
two VC away from me I g o t  k ind  of s c a r e d ,  and I d i d n ' t  
want t o  be on p o i n t .  

Who was?Q. 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q What w a s  your p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  column? 

A. I went back t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  f i r s t  squad,  
which i s  my normal p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Was anybody fo l lowing  you when you g o t  back t o  
t h e  rear of t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A .  Yes, t h e  CP group was fo l lowing  u s .  

Q Now, do you remember f i n d i n g  any booby t r a p s  o r  
mines and d e s t r o y i n g  them a s  you moved on? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  f i n d  any myse l f .  

Q Do you know i f  your  squad d i d ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, no,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember engaging two VC and k i l l i n g  one 
of  them sometime l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any a c t i o n  a l l  t h e  way down 
and coming back up a g a i n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  bu rn ing  t h e  hootches  
and grenading  t h e  hootches  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Dropping grenades  down w e l l s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t  i s  a l l  I remember. 

Q* How about  f i r i n g  your  weapons? Were some people  
reconning  by f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  
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A. Not t o  any g r e a t  ex ten t .  They s a i d  t o  recon by 
f i r e  i f  you were n o t  s u r e  of what w a s  i n  f r o n t  of you. 

Q This was an order?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. From whom? 

A. I rece ived  my o rde r s  from Sergeant  LIAS. I d o n ' t  
know who he g o t  them from. 

Q- So, a s  you approached t h e  v i l l a g e ,  the l ead  
elements had a l ready reconned by f i r e ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  They would f i r e  10 o r  15 rounds of 
smal l  arms and maybe a h a l f  a b e l t  of machinegun f i r e .  

Q How about a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and 
they were searching  t h e  hootches? Would they then  recon 
by f i r e  i n  the  hootches? 

A. No, s ir .  I didn- ' t  h e a r  of anything l i k e  t h a t  
happening. They used an awful l o t  of TNT on bunkers,  i n  
f a c t  they had t o  c a l l  f o r  a resupply of it. 

Q What do you mean by bunkers? 

A. A bunker i s  a r e in fo rced  p o s i t i o n .  Each family 
o r  hootch i n  Vietnam had one bunker t h a t  they  could g e t  i n t o  
i n  case of s h e l l i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  This was f o r  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  t o  g e t  i n t o .  They usua l ly  had one under t h e  house 
o r  bes ide  t h e  house, and we c a l l e d  t h e s e  bunkers.  Everyone 
was s o  shook up and s o  sca red  about booby t r a p s  and mines, 
that they d i d n ' t  go down and check them o u t .  They. were 
throwing grenades and bombs t h a t  were made ou t  of C 4  and 
TNT. They were throwing them down f i r s t .  

Q. Did anyone t e l l  t h e m  t o  look out  t h a t  t h e r e  
might be people down i n  those bunkers before .  they threw 
the  grenades and TNT down them? 

A. I f  they d i d ,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  it. 

Q Nobody was too  concerned about t h a t ?  

A. NO, s ir .  
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Q 0 Did t h i s  s t r i k e  you a s  unusua l ,  o r  was t h i s  t h e  
normal way of s ea rch ing?  

A.  I t  s t r u c k  me as be ing  unusual ,  b u t  they  t o l d  
us t h a t  anybody i n  t h a t  a r e a  w a s  supposed t o  be VC o r  VC 
sympathizers  because it was supposed t o  have been broad-
c a s t  b e f o r e  hand t h a t  w e  were coming i n .  

Q e  You g o t  t h i s  from Sergeant  LIAS? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q Anybody e l s e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM might have mentioned 
it, too.  

Q - s i n c e  they were a l l  VC o r  VC symphat izers  nobody 
was t o o  concerned about t h e i r  being people  i n  t h e s e  bunkers 
and they  would j u s t  throw a grenade i n  t h e r e ?  

A, Yes, s ir .  

LTC NOLL: What w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  exp los ive  used a g a i n s t  
t h e  bunkers? 

A.  TNT and C 4  and a b l a s t i n g  cap.  

Q . I ' m  n o t  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Did 
it t ake  some t i ~ etc  g e t  up t o  t h e  bunker and a t t a c h  t h e  
C4? 

A,  What they  d i d  was t a k e  a q u a r t e r  pound of TNT 
and wrapped a s t i c k  o f  C4 around it. The C4  i s  r a t h e r  
hi-(2hly exp los ive  a d  p l i a b l e  and they would wrap it around 
t h e  TNT and p u t  a f u s e  on it and a b l a s t i n g  cap and they  
worild l i g h t  t h e  f u s e  and t o s s  it down i n  t h e  bunker.  

Q This  w a s  down wi thout  a v i s u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  
see i f  anyone was down i n  t h e  bunker? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

MR WALSH: You say  you had t o  g e t  a resupply  because you 
were u s ing  s o  much TNT? 
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A, Y e s .  They were using an awful l o t  of it. 

Q e  When d i d  they g e t  t h e  resupply? 

A. Sometime i n  the af ternoon.  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  
what time. They c a l l e d  f o r  some and it was brought i n  and 
passed out .  

Did t h e  CP group c a l l  i n  f o r  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. General ly ,  every man i n  t h e  platoon 
c a r r i e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  C4  and one block of TNT because the  
p o i n t  team d i d  most of the 'demol i t ion  work and they were 
demoli t ion t r a i n e d ,  but  they c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  a11 t h a t  s t u f f  
themselves. It would k i l l  them, s o  they genera l ly  s p l i t  it 
up and each man would c a r r y  some and when they needed it it 
would be brought up t o  them and they would make up t h e i r  
demoli t ions.  

COL WILSON: Who c a r r i e d  t h e  demoli t ion caps genera l ly?  

A. The p o i n t  team, s i n c e  nobody e l s e  would c a r r y  
them. 

LTC NOLL: A f t e r  a bunker was blown up, would they go 
and v i s u a l l y  check t h e  bunker c u t  and see what kind of 
job was done? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

MR WALSH: Did you ever  hear  about i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: Let  me see ' i f  I can f i x  t h a t  resupply.  

A. The resupply may have come i n  on the  chopper we 
had with t h e  chow. I am n o t  s u r e  when, but  we d i d  have t o  
be r e supp l i ed  on about everything;  ammunition, demoli t ions 
and a l l .  

Q - What time w a s  t h i s ?  

A. The chow chopper came i n  about 1700. 

Q Had you reached your defens ive  p o s i t i o n  f o r  the  
n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. I ' m  s o r r y  i f  I am r e p e a t i n g ,  b u t  was t h i s  t h e  
on ly  r e s u p p l y  o r  w a s  t h i s  j u s t  f o r  chow? Did you see on ly  
one  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  one ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: Did you s a y  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  r e s u p p l y  w i t h  
m u n i t i o n  a s  w e l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. It w a s  because  t h e y  w e r e  r e c o n n i n g  
by f i r e .  When w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w e  t r i e d  t o  k e e p  as 
much of  a b a s i c  l o a d  o f  ammo--this depended r e a l l y  on t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  man, b u t  it was a t  least  1 4 ,  and I c a r r i e d  30 
magazines .  

Q.  Did you use  it a l l  up? 

A. I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  During t h e  whole day I s h o t  
a b o u t  f o u r  magazines  of  ammo j u s t  r econn ing  by f i r e .  

Q But t h e  company was a w f u l l y  s h o r t  on ammunition 
by t h e  end o f  t h e  day? 

A. Y e s .  

COL WILSON: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o i n t  9 t h e r e  was a r e s u p p l y  
chopper  b rough t  i n  w i t h  r a t i o n s  and ammo. 

MR WALSH: Do you know i f  your  company t u r n e d  i n  a body 
c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  day? 

A. - I f  t h e y  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  
I imagine t h e y  d i d .  I t  w a s  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  p rocedure .  I f  
w e  had made any c o n t a c t  o r  had any enemy k i l l e d  t h e y  t u r n e d  
i n  a body coun t .  

LTC NOLL: Did you have any enemy k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no ,  sir.  Othe r  t h a n  t h e  
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  bunke r s ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  t u r n e d  
i n  a body c o u n t  on  them o r  i f  t h e y  counted  them. I t ' s  n o t  
clear i n  my mind t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  enemy. 
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MR WALSH: I have t h e  impress ion t h a t  you a r e  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  excep t  which you a c t u a l l y  s a w  wi th  your 
own eyes.  This  i s  a good p r a c t i c e  f o r  anybody, b u t  t h i n g s  
t h a t  you heard  may a l s o  be h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  even though it 
may be rumor. Don't  be r e l u c t a n t  t o  t e l l  us about  it be-
cause it might just be enough f o r  us t o  follow-up on it 
w i t h  someone who a c t u a l l y  s a w  it. W e  a r e  n o t  h e r e  i n  a 
courtroom where you have t o  t e l l  only  t h a t  which you 
a c t u a l l y  saw. This is  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  which w e  a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  what happened. I ' d  l i k e  t o  
ask you aga in  i f  you can r e c a l l  and t e l l  us what you d i d  
h e a r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  bunkers 
and whether you a c t u a l l y  s a w  it o r  n o t ?  

A. I heard  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  team, which 
as I s a i d  d i d  a l l  t h e  demol i t ion  work, would go up t o  a 
bunker w i t h  t h e i r  bombs and demol i t i ons  and throw it i n  
and then  i f  anybody came o u t  they  were s h o t  t o  a man. 

Q Was t h i s  something t h a t  they w e r e  o rde red  t o  do? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  whether t hey  w e r e  o r  no t ?  

A. No, sir. It i s  n o t  something t h a t  I heard s o  I 
c a n ' t  say.  

Q. , Did you have t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  P i n k v i l l e  
and t h i s  w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t h i n g ,  t h i s  w a s  something 
t h a t  t hey  were e i t h e r  o rde red  t o  do o r  t hey  thought  t hey  were 
supposed t o  do? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Rather  t han  something t h a t  they  w e r e  doing because 
they  w e r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  they might g e t  i n  t r o u b l e  f o r ,  f o r  
example? I may n o t  be making myself very  clear. 

A. I t h i n k  I know what you mean. The guys on t h e  
p o i n t  team w e r e  n o t  t h e  k ind  of guys t h a t  would j u s t  wantonly 
k i l l  somebody un less  t hey  had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do so .  I t  
might have been t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h r e e  of t h e  guys on t h e  p o i n t  
team--the t h r e e  on t h e  team were a l l  very  c l o s e  t o  S p e c i a l i s t  
TAYLOR and t h e y  w e r e  p r e t t y  upse t  and it could have been t h i s  
o r  they  could  have been o rde red  t o  do it. I d o n ' t  know. 
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COL WILSON: I have a  ques t ion  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  po in t .  
I n i t i a l l y  when we s t a r t e d  o u t ,  it was s t a t e d  t h a t  these '  
kinds of i n s t r u c t i o n s  were not  given i n  the  i n i t i a l  b r i e f -
ing as  you s a i d  a s  t o  t h i s  type of opera t ion?  

A. A s  we l l  as I can remember, it was supposed t o  be 
j u s t  a normal search  opera t ion .  They may have s a i d  t o  search 
and des t roy ,  but  I c a n ' t  remember i f  they d i d .  W e  go t  b r i e f -
ings  almost every day t o  pin down one b r i e f i n g  as  opposed t o  
another  i s  about impossible t o  do. 

Q - What I am t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  i f  you f e e l  t h e r e  
was a change i n  t h i s  opera t ion  a f t e r  you were committed from 
what it was intended t o  be when you s t a r t e d  i t ?  

A. I would say so  i n  my opinion,  s ir .  Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  b r i e f i n g  that you received 
and what you were t o l d  t o  do p r i o r  t o  the  opera t ion  and 
what you were t o l d  t o  do by both--you s a i d  your platoon 
l e a d e r  a l s o  got  you toge the r ,  both your squad l e a d e r  and 0
platoon leader- - tha t  concept changed a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  a 
i n  t h e  ob jec t ive  area?  r.; 

A. A s  we l l  as I remember, s ir  t h e r e  was nothing 
s a i d  when we rece ived  our b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  the  opera t ion ,  0 

C'J 
t he re  was nothing s a i d  about k i l l i n g  people. It was 
supposed t o  be normal search opera t ion .  A s  I say it was 
over 2 years  ago and it might have been search  and des t roy .  

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  people i n  your company had 
a d i f f e r e n c e  of mind about a search and destroy and a search  
and c l e a r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Had you conducted any search and des t roy  opera t ions  
p r i o r  t o  t h i s ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. But you had been i n  t h i s  a r e a  before? 

A. Yes sir .  

Q. I n  t h i s  same area?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  we only searched and c lea red  it. 
We d i d n ' t  search  and des t roy  it. 

MR WALSH: Where was t h i s  p o i n t  team opera t ing?  Were 
they on t h e  beach? 

A .  Generally where the  hootches were because t h a t  is 
where you f i n d  the  bunkers. 

Q Now, you were the  p o i n t  man f o r  awhile? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You were with the  p o i n t  team up t o  a c e r t a i n  poin t?  

A. Yes, sir. A l l  t h i s  and what I t o l d  you about t h e  
bunkers and everyth ing  took p lace  before  I took the  p o i n t .  
Most of it t h a t  I heard and everything happened before we 
s t a r t e d  moving south and before  I took over  the  p o i n t ,  t h i s  
was i n  t h e  genera l  a rea  r i g h t  around the  br idge .  I was only 
on t h e  p o i n t  f o r  4 5  minutes o r  an hour.  

Q You had t h e  mine d e t e c t o r .  You wouldn't  be 
c l e a r i n g  with demoli t ions? 

A .  No, sir. I had t h e  mine d e t e c t o r .  I was j u s t  
c l e a r i n g  a pa th .  

Q. And t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p o i n t  team was going o f f  
i n t o  t h e  hootches? Is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s .  They were behind me doing the  demolit ion 
work. I was j u s t  c l e a r i n g  a path s o  w e  would move down a 

: path. 

LTC NOLL: You say t h a t  much of the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of the  
bunkers took p lace  before you moved away from t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I heard t h a t  they were shooting t h e  
people as they came ou t  of t h e  bunkers. 

MR WALSH: This was r i g h t  a f t e r  TAYLOR h i t  t he  mine? 

A .  Yes. I t  was an hour or two a f t e r  he was evacuated. 

LTC NOLL: You a11 were upse t  about TAYLOR? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q. The day before  t h e  2d Platoon experienced some 
c a s u a l t i e s .  Did t h i s  have any e f f e c t  on the  platoon? 

A. I would say i n  a minor way they were a f f e c t e d  
by it, sir .  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was the  o l d  1st Platoon 
l eader  and he d id  g e t  k i l l e d .  We a l l  l i k e d  him and re-
spected him and t h i s  shook us up a l i t t l e  and when TAYLOR 
go t  it, t h i s  shook us up f o r  a while.  

MR WALSH: A s  I r e c a l l  it t h e r e  were not  too many hootches 
around the  br idge.  

A. I would say t h a t  t h e r e  were 1 0  t o  1 2  hootches 
around the  br idge.  They covered a p r e t t y  b i g  a r e a ,  bu t  
t h e r e  were no t  t h a t  many hootches. Each one of them had 
a bunker a t  o r  around the  hootch, and from what I heard 
t h e r e  must have been people around o r  i n  those  bunkers 
t h a t  they were throwing demoli t ions i n t o .  

La te r  on you heard t h a t  they were throwing more olQ 
demolit ions i n  and f i n i s h i n g  more people o f f  f u r t h e r  on down? 0 

rl 

A. Yes, sir. 
0 

When you g o t  back up t o  the  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s ,  aQ. 
were t h e r e  some c i v i l i a n  de ta inees  i n  the  a rea?  

A. I th ink  t h e r e  were a few, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  
you a number o r  nothing. They went out on the  resupply.  

0 Were t h e r e  any women the re?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, sir. 

Q Did you ever  hear  of any s o l d i e r  t ak ing  one of 
these  women and raping h e r  sometime during t h e  n i g h t  o r  
sometime during t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you remember hear ing  t h a t  a wounded woman had 
been brought up -to tlie br idge ,  a-Vietnamese woman? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q What do you remember about  i t ?  

A. Only t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a d u s t o f f  up t h e r e ,  b u t  as 
f a r  down a s  I was i n  t h e  squad they  d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  what 
t hey  d i d  o r  why. What I g o t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  rumor and j u s t  
passed down t o  me.  

Q Other  t han  t h e  p o i n t  t e a m ,  d i d  you h e a r  about 
anybody else, e i t h e r  i n  ano the r  p l a toon  o r  i n  your p la toon  
proceeding i n  t h e  same way; t h a t  i s ,  p u t t i n g  demol i t i ons  
i n  t h e  bunkers and shoo t ing  anyone t h a t  came o u t ?  

A. No. 

Q The only t h i n g  t h a t  you heard  r e l a t e d  t o  j u s t  
the p o i n t  team? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  P o s s i b l y  someone o t h e r  t han  t h e  p o i n t  
team could have,  b u t  I remember t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  cen t e red  
around t h e  p o i n t  team. They handled t h e  demol i t i on  work. 

Q Did you h e a r  any e s t i m a t e  of t h e  t o t a l  number 
of  people  t h a t  might have been k i l l e d  t h a t  way? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was 85. 

Q Who counted t h a t  up? 

A. Someone had counted them, sir.  They s t a t e d  a t  
t h e  end o f  t h e  day t h a t  85 people  were k i l l e d  t h a t  day. 
During the whole d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  were supposed t o  
have been 85 people  k i l l e d .  This  was a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
end and I never  s a w  one of them. 

Q. Do you remember when you g o t  half-way down t o  
t h e  b r i d g e  and down t o  t h e  end? Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l a s t  
h a l f  of  t h e  t r i p  down t h e r e  n o t  s e e i n g  t o o  many people?  

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. The v i l l a g e s  were d e s e r t e d  when you g o t  down t h a t  
way? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. There wouldn't  have been many people k i l l e d  down 
t h e r e  because t h e r e  wasn ' t  many people around? 

A .  Yes, sir .  We saw a few, bu t  not  many. I t h i n k  
many of those were those coming i n  o f f  of sampans from the  
ocean. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  l a s t  ha l f  of your t r i p  down 
t h e r e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much shoot ing? 

A. No, sir.  It was p r e t t y  open so  we d i d n ' t  have 
t o  do much reconning by f i r e ,  

Q So, most of the  shoot ing and the  demo work would 
have been done from the  br idge and down t o  the  a r e a  of t h e  
n igh t  defensive p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  Right. 

9. Did your CP move with your platoon? 

A. Most of t h e  CP s tayed where the  weapons platoon 
w a s  a t  the  br idge.  Captain MICHLES and h i s  RTO and then t h e  
FO followed our platoon r i g h t  on down. 

Q. Did Captain MICHLES and Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
observe t h e  procedures followed by the  po in t  team i n  c l e a r i n g  
o u t  the  people and the  hootches? 

A. Possibly.  I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h e  two groups anywhere 
toge the r  . 
Q. I imagine i f  you put  some dynamite i n t o  a bunker 
and you a r e  shoot ing t h e  people t h a t  a r e  running o u t  you 
won' t  need too  good an eyes igh t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you were 
fol lowing the  group, t o  see t h e  r e s u l t s ?  

A .  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  probably d i d ,  but I wasn 't 
t h e r e  and c a n ' t  say. 

Q - I can ~.md.erstandyou .being on the  po in t  with t h e  
mine d e t e c t o r  and moving along looking f o r  booby t r a p s  and 
n o t  seeing much, but  the  CP group following along behind 
would have probably seen some of these  th ings?  

A .  Probably, sir.  
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COL WILSON: He was fol lowing t h e  lead  squad and not  the  
p o i n t  now. Your normal d i s t a n c e  between these  elements 
i n  usual ly  25 t o  1 0 0  meters.  

LTC NOLL: You s a i d  t h a t  you were moving i n  a platoon 
column? 

A, Yes, s ir .  We would spread out  t o  search  and 
regroup and then spread out  t o  search  and move some more. 

Q Then it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it wouldn't  be up t o  
j u s t  t h e  p o i n t  element t o  throw demoli t ions i n t o  bunkers? 

A. Right,  s i r .  A l l  I know is  they handled t h e  
demoli t ions.  I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  put any blame on them. 
They d i d  go t o  demo school and nobody e l s e  knew anything 
about it as f a r  a s  crimping t h e  caps and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q The 'o ther  follows knew how t o  use grenades and 
t h e i r  M - 1 6  's? 

A. I t ' s  poss ib le .  I n  t h e  we l l s  and hootches grenades 
were e f f e c t i v e ,  bu t  i n  t h e  bunkers t h e  grenades d i d n ' t  do any 
good. They might k i l l  somebody i n  i t ,  but  the  o b j e c t i v e  i n  
throwing demoli t ions i n t o  the bunkers was t o  des t roy  t h e  
bunkers themselves as  wel l  as anybody t h a t  might poss ib ly  
be i n  them, and t o  cave the  bunker i n .  A grenade would not  
do t h i s .  I t  might k i l l  o r  m a i m  anybody i n  it, b u t  t h e  
demoli t ions were a whole l o t  more e f f e c t i v e .  

Q. Where d i d  you hea r  the  number 85? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  offhand. . ~ u r i n g-our defens ive  
p o s i t i o n  I was t o l d  t h a t  85 people were supposed t o  have 
been k i l l e d  t h a t  day. Someone had apparent ly  g o t  down i n t o  
t h e  bunkers and counted. 

Q. Did t h a t  bother  you when you heard i t ?  

A. Yes, it bothered me. I t  bothered me q u i t e  a b i t .  
Hearing about t h a t  woman bothered me. 

Q. But you d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything about it. Tha t ' s  
what I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  ou t .  

APP T-209 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  There were supposed t o  be  85 people  k i l l e d ,  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  a person.  I never  saw body one. The only ones 
t h a t  I saw w a s  t h e  two walking i n  f r o n t  of  me and I w a s n ' t  
about  t o  t a k e  my eyes  o f f  of  them. 

Q. D o  you remember your squad l e a d e r  o r  your  p l a toon  
l e a d e r  t a l k i n g  about it a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you remember them t e l l i n g  you t h a t  you d i d  
a good job o r  d i d n ' t  do a good job? 

A. Everyone was k ind  of q u i e t  and t h i n k i n g  about  
what they had done and what everyone e l s e  had done. I 
t h i n k  most of t h e  people  were a l i t t l e  ashamed of themselves 
and I w a s  very ashamed of even be ing  p a r t  of t h e  group. 

Q Were you ashamed because of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
were be ing  conducted a s  f a r  a s  what you hea rd  o r  what you 
saw? 

A. Of what I heard .  I wasn' t ashamed of t h e  Army 
o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I heard  about  t h i s  woman g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d  and h e r  j u s t  running  o u t  of  t h e  hootch.  Nobody said 
whether she had a weapon o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  go f o r  k i l l i n g  women and k i d s .  

LTC NOLL: Was t h e r e  eve r  ano the r  day comparable? 

A. Not u n l e s s  it w a s  t h e  nex t  day a f t e r  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: W e  g o t  t o  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  which 
i s  p o i n t  9 ,  I ' m  going t o  r ead  what I have s o  f a r .  "Night 
d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  Recon by f i r e  used i n  movement from 
s o ~ c h e r nt i p  of pen insu la .  Resupply chopper brought  ammo, 
demo and chow. " 

MR WALSH: I would say  a l s o  t h a t  he heard  t h a t  t h e r e  
were 85 k i l l e d  du r ing  t h a t  day. 

COL WILSON: Now, t h e s e  85 w e r e  a l l  Vietnamese and n o t  U.S. 
types?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And t h i s  w a s  a l l  on t h e  17 th  t h a t  you hea rd  about?  
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q These were a l l  i n  t h e  B Company area?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q 0 Did anything occur t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. When we were set up on our n igh t  de-
fens ive  p o s i t i o n  and sometime during t h e  n igh t  while I was 
guard we heard f i r i n g .  I ' d  say t h a t  we were on the  western 
s i d e  of the  per imeter  so  we heard f i r i n g  from t h e  west and 
almost d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of me and a p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e  
away. We d i d n ' t  rece ive  o rde r s  t o  f i r e ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  
know who was o u t  t h e r e  and who was doing t h e  f i r i n g .  C 
Company was supposed t o  be over i n  t h a t  a r e a  s o  they s a i d  
t h a t  we shou ldn ' t  do any f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  because we 
might h i t  our  own men. We heard t h e  next  day t h a t  they 
had been ambushed and someone t r i e d  t o  sneak i n t o  t h e i r  
per imeter  o r  something and t h a t  i s  what a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  was 
about. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  happened i n  our a r e a  t h a t  n igh t .  

QI This w a s  when you were on s e c u r i t y  watch t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I was j u s t  o f f  watch when t h i s  happened. Someone 
woke me up and s a i d  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  ou t  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any f l a r e s  t h a t  n ign t  wnen you were 
on watch? 

A. Not while  I w a s  on watch, s i r .  They might have 
gone of f  while  someone e l s e  was on watch, but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
seeing any. 

Q - All r i g h t .  The next  morning when you moved out  
and you passed t h e  br idge ,  was t h e r e  any a c t i v i t y  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, sir.  

Q. You continued on t o  the  next  day. Was t h e r e  any 
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, s i r .  Not u n t i l  we g o t  up t o  where t h e  1st 
Platoon had t h e  ambush. 

Q. What happened beyond t h a t ?  
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A .  A s  nea r  as I can remember we moved up h e r e  
( p o i n t i n g )  . W e  came a c r o s s  he re  ( p o i n t i n g )  , 

Q Which p l a toon  was working on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  it was t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f i n d i n g  a r i c e  cache i n  t h e r e  
do you? 

A. I remember w e  found it, b u t  I d o n ' t  know when. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  1st P la toon  t h a t  found it. I 
t h i n k  it w a s  one of t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons .  

MR WALSH: Anything happen on t h e  18 th  when you moved up? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. I d o n ' t  remember t o o  
much about  t h e  movement t h a t  day. 

l-i
Q.  Do you remember anyth ing  about g iv ing  medicine 
o r  medical  t r e a t m e n t  t o  people  t h a t  w e r e  o u t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) ?  

0 
A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I c a n ' t  remember. CV 

Q. Do you remember a medical  team coming i n  by 
chopper? 

A. Right .  I vaguely remember. Like I s a i d ,  most 
of  t h e  day I w a s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g )  . 
Q You were c o l l e c t i n g  them and sending  them back? 

A. Right .  

Q. Were they us ing  any demol i t ions  i n  t h e  hootches  
as they c o l l e c t e d  t h e  people  from t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  Apparently t h e  people  f u r t h e r  on down 
had heard what had happened up h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  and t h e y  w e r e  
very  pas s ive .  

Q They were p a s s i v e  down t h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )? 

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  A s  w e  moved on down they  j u s t  s a i d  
t o  g a t h e r  t h e  people  up and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h e  beach? 
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A. Right.  

COL WILSON: Poin t  number 10 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  movement of 
B Company nor th  of t h e  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  of 17 
March. 

On 18 March two p la toons ,  t h e  1st Platoon on 
the  r i g h t  and the  3d Platoon on the  l e f t  searched Ky Xuyen 
(1) and A n  Ky, r e tu rn ing  250 t o  300 v i l l a g e r s  t o  t h e  beach. 

Q. You do r e c a l l  t he  MEDCAP team coming in?  

A. It seems l i k e  I ' d o ,  s ir .  Like I say ,  I was 
up p r e t t y  f a r  on t h e  beach. 

Q. You weren' t down with t h e  people? 

A. NO, sir.  I n i t i a l l y  I was down there, bu t  I 
turned around and came back. 

9- D i d  you see  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I s a w  t h r e e  o r  four  coming i n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how they were marked? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

Q- D i d  you, a t  any t ime,  see  t h e  s w i f t b o a t s  during 
this opera t ion  come up t o  the  beach he re ,  o r  d i d  you have 
any communication with the  s w i  f t b o a t s ?  

A. I r e c a l l  something about them, but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember the  time o r  t h e  
loca t ion?  

A. No, sir. I t  may have been before  t h e  platoon 
ambush. I d o n ' t  know. I remember something about one of 
the s w i f t b o a t s  and a sampan and t h e  swi f tboa t s  br inging  
some people i n t o  us. 

MR WEST: Was t h i s  here  on p o i n t  4 where you s a i d  t h e r e  
were 15 t o  20 people on the  beach? 

Right. I th ink  t h a t  is  where it w a s .  
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COL WILSON: What happened t h e  rest of t h e  day on t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A. W e  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  searched  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
hootches  and g o t  t h e  people  o u t  and searched  t h e  hootches  
one by one looking  f o r  mines,  booby t r a p s ,  food caches  
and s o  on. 

Q . I n  t h e s e  hootches ,  d i d  you f i n d  any m i l i t a r y  
equipment a t  a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  One of t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  
might have,  sir. 

LTC NOLL: Did you d e s t r o y  the food cache? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether w e  found any o r  n o t .  
The people  were be ing  ques t ioned  on t h e  beach i n  a group 
and appa ren t ly  someone r a t t e d  on somebody. There w e r e  
some VC suspec t s  de tached  from t h e  group. This was i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon .  L a t e r  on i n  t h e  eve ing  we s e t  up ano the r  
n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  
beach. There w a s  a group of  palm t r e e s  t h e r e  i n  an open 
a r e a .  We set  up a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  about  
h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

COL WILSON: I n  t h e  Ky Xuyen (1) area?  

A .  Rig5t .  The 1st P la toon  w a s  se t  up f a c i n g  nc r th -  
e a s t .  I c a n ' t  remember what p l a toon  was h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) . 
The 3d P la toon  was h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I t h i n k  t h e  2d P la toon  
was h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

COL WILSON: The 2d P la toon  was f a c i n g  no r th .  The 3d P la toon  
was f a c i n g  w e s t ,  Ths 1st P la toon  was e a s t  and t h e r e  w a s  
no th ing  on t h e  water. 

A. They had mike b o a t s  o u t  t h e r e  p a t r o l l i n g .  Every-
t h i n g  was calm u n t i l  0200 t h a t  morning and we g o t  mortared.  
I came o f f  guard a t  0200 t h a t  morning. My foxhole  was on t h e  
beach. There w a s  an o l d  foxhole  t h a t  was a l r eady  dug o u t  and 
I crawled i n t o  it. A s  I was walking back I h e a r d ,  what I 
thought  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  was s h o t s .  I had never seen  a mor ta r  
f i r e d  a t  n i g h t .  I tu rned  around and went back t o  t h i s  sandy 
h i l l  about  4 o r  5 f e e t  h igh  and f e l l  i n  behind it and s t a r t e d  
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r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of where I saw t h e  f l a s h e s .  
I saw t h e  f l a s h e s ,  b u t  I thought  they  w e r e  gun f l a s h e s .  
A l l  of  a sudden I s t a r t e d  h e a r i n g  exp los ives  a l l  around 
m e  and t hey  walked t h e  rounds r i g h t  back through t h e  middle 
of t h e  p e r i m e t e r  and r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n  a l i n e .  The f i r s t  
one h i t  i n  a foxhole  there w i t h  one of  t h e  machinegunners. 
H e  was i n  a p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  and it h i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  foxhole .  The second one h i t  about  200 y a r d s  behind 
us and they  walked them t o  a t o t a l  of about  6 rounds t h a t  
they  walked i n .  A f t e r  I s t a r t e d  r e t u r n i n g  f i r e ,  MADISON-- 
I g o t  him and he w a s  s t i l l  p r e t t y  groggy and w a s  j u s t  
waking up and he s t a r t e d  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f i r e  r i g h t  down 
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( p o i n t i n g ) . '  The mor ta r  f i r e  w a s  coming 
from r i g h t  over  he re .  It c o u l d n ' t  have been more than  
150  ya rds  away from us a t  t h e  most and w e  a l l  s t a r t e d  
r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  and everybody opened up. Someone i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g )  had r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  t r o o p s  coming i n  
through a sn iperscope .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  e v i d e n t a l l y  they  
were p l ann ing  h i t t i n g  us a f t e r  they  mortared us .  W e  
opened up on t h i s  s i d e .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  we  opened 
up a l l  around t h e  pe r ime te r .  The f i r i n g  l i f t e d  i n  about  
3 OX 4 minutes  and w e  c a l l e d  i n  a medevac and g o t  a l l  t h e  
dead and wounded ou t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was one k i l l e d  and 
seven wounded a n d ' a n o t h e r  d i e d  t h e  n e x t  day. W e  r e a l l y  
dug i n  deep then .  I might say  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h a t  they 
c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  from Upt igh t .  I w a s  r i g h t  on L&e 
edge of t h e  p e r i m e t e r  and L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM came t o  
me  and asked me  i f  I had any t r i p  f l a r e s  and I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I had t h r e e  o r  fou r .  H e  t o l d  me  t o  fo l low him and 
w e  went r i g h t  t o  t h e  edge of t h a t  open edge. H e  t o l d  
me  t o  p u l l  t h e  p i n  on one and go o u t  t h e r e  and throw it 
up i n  t h e  a i r .  To be f r a n k ,  I looked a t  him and s a i d ,  
"Are you c razy?"  H e  s a i d ,  "Go o u t  t h e r e  about  20 ya rds  
and p u l l  t h e  p i n  on one and throw it up i n  t h e  a i r . "  I 
s a i d  t h a t  a man could g e t  k i l l e d  do ing  t h a t  and he gave 
me  a d i r e c t  o r d e r  t o  do it and I went o u t  and d i d  it. 
This  marked o u r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  About 5 
minutes l a t e r  he t o l d  m e  t o  do it aga in  and I d i d .  Then 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  came i n  w i t h  about  10 rounds and then  
they  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  "Spooky." H e  used up one mess of 
ammo f l y i n g  around t h e  whole area f o r  about  a h a l f  an 
hour.  During t h i s  t i m e  t h e  medevac came i n  and g o t  
t h e  dead and wounded ou t .  This  must have been around 
0300 and w e  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  r e a l l y  d i g  i n  because 
they  w e r e  expec t ing  a major a t t a c k  t h e  n e x t  hour .  I 
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had taken over  M I L U S  ' machinegun because h i s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner 
went w i ld  and grabbed t h e  machinegun and took o f f  and s t a r t e d  
sp ray ing  t h e  whole a r e a .  We had t o  p u l l  him back and I had 
t o  t a k e  over  t h e  machinegun. W e  s t a r t e d  d igg ing  i n  r e a l  
deep. I had a foxhole  about  6 f e e t  deep by d a y l i g h t .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t h e s e  were people  t h a t  they s e p a r a t e d  t h e  nex t  
day o r  n o t ,  b u t  t hey  had t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  two p r i s o n e r s .  
Someone passed it on t o  him t h a t  I had seen  t h e  muzzle f l a s h e s  
from t h e  mortar .  I was t o l d  t o  p o i n t  ou t  where t h e  muzzle 
f l a s h e s  came from and w e  s e n t  o u t  a p a t r o l .  I had t o  go wi th  
them t o  show them where it was and a s  we went back through 
t h e r e  we could see t h e  f o o t  p r i n t s  i n  t h e  sand.  We could  
see what they  c a l l e d  t h e  "Ho Chi Minh s l i c k s "  o r  rubber  
t i r e  s a n d a l s .  We could see  t h a t  t h e r e  were f o u r  of them and 
they  were r e a l  deep i n  t h e  sand and they were c a r r i n g  a l o t  
of heavy,equipment. I t  must have been an 81 mor ta r  t h a t  t hey  
had o r  t h e i r  e q u i v a l e n t .  We searched  t h e  hootches  a g a i n  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  maybe w e  had missed something t h e  day b e f o r e  
and they  had been t h e r e ,  b u t  they " d i  d i  mau'd" o u t  of t h e  
a r ea .  

Q. Did you f i n d  what you t h i n k  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  mortar? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

&. Did they  have a base p l a t e ?  

A. They set  it i n  t h e  ground. T h a t ' s  w e l l  know over  
t h e r e .  They d o n ' t  c a r r y  base p l a t e s .  They s e t  it i n  t h e  
ground and I guess they  w e a r  a s b e s t o s  gloves  and a d j u s t  it 
by hand. W e  found t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  ground. I t  w a s  a l i t t l e  
knob where they  had set  it i n  t h e  ground. 

Q You s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  f l a s h e s  appeared t o  be  about  
150 ya rds  away from you? 

A.  I t  was j u s t  a c r o s s  t h i s  open a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  It  
w a s  j u s t  about  50 t o  75 yards  a c r o s s  t h i s  open area and t h e  
mor ta r  I would say w a s  25 y a r d s  i n t o  t h e  woods. 

Q. Would you show ine approximately where t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  was? 

A. I n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  . 
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Q. Right i n  here  (po in t ing)? 

A. Yes, sir. 

You found t h i s  mortar p o s i t i o n  down by the  beach? 

A. I t  was i n  the  woods. I t  wasn ' t  on t h e  beach. I t  
wasn ' t  more than  50 f e e t  from where t h e  woods s t o p  and the  
beach s t a r t s .  You had a l o t  of t r e e s  he re  (po in t ing)  and t h e r e  
was a t r a i l  wi th  t r e e s  along both s i d e s  of it. It was a crooked 
t r a i l  and they were r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  t r a i l  with t h a t  
mortar. The next  morning, I s tood i n  a l i n e  from where I saw 
t h e  mortar f l a s h e s  and I could look r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  down t h a t  
t r a i l .  

Q Did you f i n d  any remains of t h e  ammunition o r  s h e l l s ?  

A. That l i t t l e  hole  i n  t h e  ground was a l l  t h e r e  was 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they were t h e r e .  The p o i n t  from where the  
f o o t  p r i n t s  came up to- - tha t  was another  way t o  t e l l  where it 
was. The f o o t  p r i n t s  were i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a  and they 
s t a r t e d  back. You could see where they came up and went back. 

LTC NOLL: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody t h a t  was i n  your p o s i t i o n  
the  next  morning, do you, by chance? 

A. No, s ir .  I remember see ing  t a i l  f i n s ,  but  I th ink  
they  were from t h e  rounds t h a t  had come i n .  

Q. Tha t ' s  what I mean, from t h e  rounds t h a t  came i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I remember see ing  those.  

Q. Were they 6 0 ' s  o r  8 1 ' s ?  

A. S ix ty  I would have t o  say because they were too  
small  f o r  81 ' s .  They were s i l v e r ,  

MR WALSH: What time w a s  t h i s  p a t r o l ?  

A. I t  was e a r l y  i n  t h e  next  morning. I would say 
about 0800. 

Q. Who was on i t ?  

A.  Myself and members of the  f i r s t  squad. 

Q. L ieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know whether he was a long  o r  no t .  I 
know Se rgean t  LIAS was a long  and t h i s  was t h e  p o i n t  where 
I saw Sergeant  LIAS--the man t h a t  was k i l l e d  was negro 
and him and LIAS were r e a l  c l o s e .  We were u s ing  them f o r  
human mine d e t e c t o r s  aga in  and we took t h e s e  men down and 
w e  s t a r t e d .  s ea rch ing  t h e  a r ea .  W e  g o t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  row 
of hootches  and e v i d e n t a l l y  he had been brooding about  
it a l l  n i g h t  and he j u s t  calmly--I c a n ' t  say it was c a l m ,  
b u t  he l o s t  h i s  head and he switched h i s  r i f l e  around and 
s t a r t i n g  h i t t i n g  him over  t h e  head and he had t o  be f o r -
c i b l y  r e s t r a i n e d .  

a .  Did he do any damage t o  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. H e  p u t  a couple  of b r u i s e s  on him and a kno t  
o r  two on h i s  back. The Vietnamese g o t  h i s  head down so 
he c o u l d n ' t  h i t  him on t h e  head and he w a s  h i t t i n g  a c r o s s  
h i s  back. 

Q. Who r e s t r a i n e d  Sergeant  LIAS? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  it was Sergeant  WYATT. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who he w a s ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  he had t o  
be p u l l e d  o f f  t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q - Do you remember i f  Sergeant  LIAS was i n  charge  
of t h i s  p a t r o l  o r  was t h e i r  ano the r  NCQ o r  o f f i c e r  a long? 

A. I don' t remember, s ir .  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM 
may have been t h e r e ,  b u t  a s  I s a i d  ou r  group w a s  s c a r e d  
because,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t hose  mor ta r  rounds w e r e  dropping a l l  
around t h e  n i g h t  be fo re .  I w a s  s o  shook up t h a t  no th ing  
w a s  r e a l l y  c l e a r  i n  my mind except  t h e  f a c t  a s  t o  what o r  
where t h e  mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  w a s  and what t i m e  they s t a r t e d  
mor ta r ing  us.  

Q - What happened nex t?  

A. We searched  t h e  area and w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing .  
The t r a c k s  went on over  through t h e  hootches and then  w e  
c o u l d n ' t  f o l l ow t h e  t r a c k s  and of course  they had a good 
4 ,  5, o r  6 hour head s t a r t  s o  it was r e a l l y  u s e l e s s  t o  t r y  
to  fol low them. We searched throughout  t h e  area t h a t  day 
u n t i l  around noon. 
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Did you go back t o  Uptight? 

A .  I th ink  we went back t o  Dot t ie .  

COL WILSON: You went back t o  Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir. We departed t h i s  a rea  (po in t ing)  . 
MR WALSH: You departed what time? Could p a r t  of the  company 
have gone t o  Uptight and p a r t  of t h e  company gone t o  Dot t ie?  

A .  Yes. I c a n ' t  remember i f  they went t o  Uptight 
o r  Dot t ie ,  

COL WILSON: Did you go back t o  where you s t a r t e d  from o r  
d i d  you go back t o  a d i f f e r e n t  one? 

A, I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  I know Dot t ie  i s  where the  t a s k  
fo rce  headquarters  was. 

Q You went back t o  Dot t i e .  You're sure?  

A .  Right. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember anything when you g o t  back? Were 
you quest ioned about t h e  opera t ion  o r  about any mistreatment  
of c i v i l i a n s  o r  any a t r o c i t i e s  being committed? 

A. I myself wasn ' t  questioned. No. 

Was anybody e l s e ?Q 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I r e c a l l  someone e l s e  saying  
t h a t  someone was i n  t h e  a r e a  asking ques t ions .  

To g e t  back t o  t h i s  about burning t h e  hootches. 
Someone had e v i d e n t a l l y  go t  t h e i r  ass  i n  a s l i n g  because 
when we were moving up t h i s  way and the  whole company w a s  
moving up t h i s  way w e  rece ived  o rde r s  no t  t o  burn any more 
hootches. 

Q On t h e  18th?  

A. On t h e  18th.  
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Q About where were you when t h a t  happened? 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  we had passed t h e  b r idge  and we 
g o t  t o  t h e  a r e a  where we found a few of t h e s e  hootches 
the day be fo re  t h a t  and someone s a i d  something about 
burning t h e  hootches we had. missed and they s a i d ,  "No. 
Don't burn any more hootches. " That came from Captain 
MICHLES . 
Q - Did you hear  him say i t ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  hea r  him say it, b u t  I was t o l d  
t h a t  t h e  CO s a i d  n o t  t o  burn any more hootches.  

Q That  would have been sometime around noon on 
t h e  18th? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Late  i n  t h e  morning o r  around noon on the 18th? 

A. Right.  He s a i d  something about t h e  hootches 
being des t royed t h e  day be fo re  t h a t .  The r e s t  of t h e  time 
t h a t  I was i n  Vietnam we were r e a l l y  c a r e f u l  about what 
w e  burned. 

Q- Did anybody say anything about dynamiting hootches? 

A. No. Nobody s a i d  anything t o  m e  about it and I 
d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about it. 

Q. You d i d  hea r  something about burning hootches? . 

A. Y e s .  

Q- So when you g o t  back t o  D o t t i e ,  d i d  you ever  hear  
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being made of the opera t ion?  

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  No, s ir .  

Q. And nobody spoke t o  you and asked you any ques t ions  
about i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  g ive  any s ta tement?  

A .  No, sir.  
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Q Did Captain MICHLES say  anything about an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made o r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  ope ra t ion?  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyth ing ,  sir.  

Q B u t  you d i d  h e a r  rumors o r  you heard t h a t  someone 
was asking ques t ions  about  it? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ?  

A. Well, a s  n e a r  a s  I can remember t h e r e  was a 
rumor going around t h e  e n t i r e  company. They wondered why 
we suddenly s topped burn ing  hootches and they s a i d ,  "Some-
body i s  a l l  f i r e d  up about it and they a r e  having some s o r t  
of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  something." 

Q Did you unders tand by "somebody" they  meant 
somebody h ighe r  up? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  Higher up i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  b r igade  
d

A. 
had l o s t  h i s  cool  about  it happening and e v i d e n t l y  Captain 
MICHLES had rece ived  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  burn any more hootches  8 
and he passed t h e  word on t o  us. &al 

Q And from t h a t  p o i n t  on i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  under 
Captain M I C H L E S  you w e r e  p r e t t y  c a r e f u l  about burning hootches? 

A,  Yes, s ir .  Captain MICHLES was r e a l  c a r e f u l .  U p  
t o  the  t i m e  t h a t  he g o t  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h  w e  
d i d n ' t  burn any more hootches un le s s  he rece ived  o r d e r s  from 
h ighe r  up h imsel f .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  burning a hootch o r  
s e e i n g  a hootch burned a f t e r  t h a t  u n t i l  he g o t  k i l l e d .  

COL WILSON: I ' m  going t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h i s  on h e r e  about t h i s  
o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning.  That was t h e  18th wh i l e  you w e r e  
moving--

A - (Interposing) N o r t h -

Q • North. Was it b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  you passed your 
previous n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  o r  your ambush? 
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A. I t  ev iden t ly  must have been af te rwards  because 
up u n t i l  t h e  p o i n t  where we had our  ambush, everything had 
been p r e t t y  w e l l  burned. I t  almost had t o  be a f t e r  t h a t .  
When we came t o  t h e  hootches t h a t  h a d n ' t  been burned and 
someone asked him and he s a i d ,  "No." I t  almost had t o  be 
af terwards.  

Q- You were almost i n t o  Ky Xuyen? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - I ' v e  g o t  an i n d i c a t i o n  here  t h a t  when you moved 
nor th  on t h e  1 8 t h  t h a t  you burned some h u t s ?  

A. That  was on t h e  16th.  

Q- The 16th? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because we were going up t h e r e  t o  s e t  
up our  ambush t h a t  n ight .  

Q. I t  was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  sand b a r ?  

A. Before we g o t  t o  t h e  sand b a r ,  s i r .  

Q. J u s t  about a t  your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. (Poin t ing)  J u s t  about. I n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q You d i d n ' t  hea r  t h i s  be fo re  t h i s  t ime about 
burning? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. That  was on t h e  18th? 

A. Yes, sir.  

MR WALSH: On t h e  1 8 t h ,  as you were moving from your 
n igh t  defens ive  pos i t ion '  of t h e  17th ,  up t o  the  b r idge ,  
you would have passed through a reas  where t h e  p o i n t  
people had been doing some demoli t ion work t h e  day 
before?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q I t h i n k  I asked you b e f o r e  i f  you had seen  any
dead people  on t h e  prev ious  day. You s a i d  you had n o t  s een  
anybody and I wonder i f  you, on t h e  1 8 t h )  as you moved back 
up through t h a t  area, whether  you s a w  any bod ie s  anywhere? 

A. No,' sir. 

Q Not a one? 

A. Not a one. I t h i n k  what happened on t h a t  case is  
wh i l e  w e  w e r e  sou th  t h e  people  came ac ros s  the b r idge .  They 
do t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n  ove r  t h e r e  and i f  t h e r e  is  any dead and 
wounded they  w i l l  g a t h e r  them up and bury them because i n  that  
h e a t  you c a n ' t  l e a v e  somebody o u t  very long.  Tha t  i s  p o s s i b l y  
what happened. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you s e e  any new graves  as you moved up? 

A. No, s i r  
Z 

Q Did you see any Vietnamese back around t h e  v i l l a g e s  
o r  p o l i c i n g  up t h e  bod ie s?  

A. No, sir.  Now, as we w e r e  going down t h a t  day o r  
t h e  day be£ o r e ,  w e  passed  through a graveyard i n  t h i s  area, 
h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  t h a t  had some f r e s h  graves  i n  it. I c a n ' t  
s ay  t h a t  they  were dug t h a t  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  b u t  t h e  d i r t  w a s  
f r e s h .  I remember s e e i n g  by t h e  c o l o r  t h a t  they were f r e s h  
graves .  

Q That  w a s  du r ing  your  movement? 

A. Yes, sir.  That  was dqr ing o u r  movament sou th .  

LTC NOLL: Going back t o  t h e  f i r s t  day. You w e r e  on t h e  
second l i f t .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  a p r e p  
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  w a s  a i r b o r n e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Consider ing t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and cons ide r ing  o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you had p r i o r  t o  t h l s  one,  how d i d  t h e  p r i o r  
o p e r a t i o n s  compare as f a r  a s  you be ing  exposed t o  h o s t i l e  
f i r e ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  be ing  exposed t o  enemy h o s t i l e  f i r e  
t h e r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  very  l i t t l e .  One t i m e  w e  were working 
sou th  of  Upt igh t  o r  sou thwes t ,  we r ece ived  some s n i p e r  f i r e  
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from a v i l l a g e .  It w a s  across  t h e  r i v e r .  I do remember 
t h a t  they c a l l e d  i n  gunships and bombers t o  l e v e l  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  We had received a l o t  of sn ipe r  f i r e  from t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  It may have been before.  That was before.  That 
was when GONZALEZ go t  h i t ,  and he wasn ' t  with us on t h i s  
opera t ion ,  bu t  i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea  of opera t ions .  Like 
you s a i d ,  t h i s  was o u t  of our genera l  a rea .  L e t ' s  s e e , ,  
we moved o f f  of Uptight and o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  here.  

COL WILSON: Tha t ' s  a couple of k i lometers .  

A. We received s n i p e r  f i r e  from one v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  
We c a l l e d  i n  gunships f i r s t  and t h e  phantoms with napalm. 
Four Phantoms with napalm and then a r t i l l e r y  wi th  white 
phosphorous. We had some opera t ions  where we received 
s n i p e r  f i r e  before.  

MR WALSH: Why do you t h i n k  B Company k i l l e d  those 85 
people t h a t  day? Why d i d  it happen? 

A. I t  could have been from one of two reasons ,  s i r .  
E i t h e r  . t hey  went completely wild because of t h e  people t h a t  
had g o t t e n  wounded o r  they received, t h e  word t o  do it. I 
don ' t  know, and I can' t make a guess a s  t o  why somebody e l s e  
does something. 

COL WILSON: How do you know t h a t  85 people were k i l l e d  t h a t  
day? 

A. I d i d n ' t  say I knew t h a t .  I s a i d  t h a t  is  what 
I heard. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  a t  any time dur ing  t h i s  d i scuss ion  
I s a i d  t h a t  I s a w  85 people k i l l e d .  That i s  j u s t  what I 
heard.  

MR WALSH: No. My-question assumed t h a t  t h e r e  were. 

COL WILSON: This  i s  P-18. Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  
w a s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  recognize it. 

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  a graveyard o r  does t h a t  look 
l i k e  any t e r r a i n  you have seen? 

A.  It looks l i k e  a graveyard.  
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Q O n  the l e f t  i s  C a p t a i n  MICHLES? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  O n  h i s  r i g h t  i s  h i s  RTO, MERCER. 

MR WALSH: A r e  you su r e  t h a t  MERCER was MICHLES'  RTO? 

A. E i t h e r  h i s  RTO or  he w a s  i n  w e a p o n ' s  p latoon.  I 
s a w  the radio and t h e  hand set  i n  h i s  hand, C o o .  

Q. How about HIDDE,  W I L K I N S ,  and NEEDHAM? 

A. A 1 1  three of t h e m  w e r e  i n  the C P  group. 

Q - B u t  you t h i n k  MERCER w a s  a l so  i n  t h a t  group? 

A. H e  w a s ,  b u t  he w a s  a lso L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM'S 
RTO also,  so he m a y  have been there j u s t  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MICHLES. 
L i eu tenan t  WILLINGHAM m i g h t  have been around s o m e w h e r e  and 
ou t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  I do k n o w  t h a t  w a s  MERCER. 

Q Y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  MERCER w a s  e i ther  MICHLES'  or  
WILLINGHAM 's RTO? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. T h i s  looks l i k e  CARDINES. 

Q T h e  m a n  w i t h  the  torch looks l i k e  CARDINES? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q D o  you r eca l l  w h e t h e r  personnel  f r o m  B C o m p a n y  
w e r e  w e a r i n g  f l a k  jackets? 

A.  S o m e  d i d  and s o m e  d i d n ' t .  I t  w a s  l e f t  up t o  us 
i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

Q. How m a n y  people i n  t h a t  photograph w e r e  w e a r i n g  
t h e m ?  

A. Two or three. 

Q. D o  you recognize photo P - 2 8 ?  L o o k  c a r e fu l l y  i n  . 
this area back here. T h i s  i s  w a t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recognize it. 
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Q- This  i s  smoke a s  I remember? 

A .  There have been pe r sonne l  c a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q You c o u l d n ' t  r e l a t e  any of t hose  photographs t h a t  
I 'have shown you t o  this photo map? 

A.  NO, sir.  

MR WALSH: You d i d n ' t  see any photographers  by any chance a 

on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you? 

A .  No, sir.  , 

Q I want you t o  be  s u r e  on t h i s .  You t h i n k  ha rd  
on t h i s .  Whether you, o r  anyone i n  B Company t h a t  you know 
o f ,  was e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  by someone who was 
i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t y p e  environment? 

A. The on ly  one t h a t  I can be s u r e  of i s  myself .  I 
w a s  never  ques t ioned .  

Q You d i d n ' t  see anybody around ques t ion ing?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  do you have 
anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Nothing t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  s i r .  I t ' s  been 
p r e t t y  w e l l  covered.  

Q Did you t a k e  any photographs on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
do  you know anyone t h a t  d id?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  any because my camera had been l o s t ,  
b u t  I imagine t h a t  someone i n  t h e  company was t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s .  
A l o t  of t h e  guys c a r r i e d  t h e i r  cameras t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  
them. I imagine someone i n  t h a t  company had t aken  p i c t u r e s .  

Q. I f ,  accord ing  t o  your .unders tanding  of t h a t  oper-
a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  1st P la toon  had k i l l e d  a number of people  du r ing  
this p e r i o d ,  do you t h i n k  you would have seen  i t ?  
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A.  I t h i n k  I would have seen t h e  bodies .  Y e s .  If 
they had k i l l e d  a s  many people a s  w e r e  supposed t o  haye been 
k i l l e d ,  I t h i n k  I would have seen  a t  l e a s t  one body, bu t  I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the  1st Pla toon now? 

A. I know. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  o r  any wounded 
people t h a t  were supposed t o  have been k i l l e d  o r  wounded by 
the 1st Platoon on t h e  opera t ion .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember an a c t i o n  on t h a t  br idge  t h e  
f i r s t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  one. No, sir.  

MR WALSH: When you heard t h a t  85 people had been k i l l e d  d id  
you b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. A t  f i r s t ,  y e s ,  because t h e r e  had been an awful 
l o t  of shoot ing  t h a t  day and I had been hea r ing  t h e s e  rumors 
t h a t  they bombed the  bunkers and th ings  of t h a t  s o r t .  I 
f igured  t h a t  i t  was poss ib le ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  a t  t h e  time I 
wondered why I had n o t  seen any bodies  unless  they were a l l  
down i n  t h e  bunkers.  

& Were you t a l k i n g  t o  people about i t ?  Did any of 
them say  t h a t  t h a t  was n o t  t r u e  o r  they d idn '  t b e l i e v e  they 
were k i l l e d  o r  d i d  people p r e t t y  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h i s ?  

A. It was p r e t t y  w e l l  t aken  f o r  a f a c t .  Yes, s i r .  

RCDR: Colonel WILSON, f o r  t h e  record  t h i s  w i l l  be Exhib i t  
P-186 which i s  a e r i a l  photo P-168 annotated by M r .  MICHENER 
and t h e  map e n t e r e d  previous ly  i n  t h i s  testimony i s  P-185. 

COL WILSON: I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your testimony i n  
this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  as you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  i n  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cautioned--you a r e  n o t  going t o  be s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  b u t  i n  case you a r e  c a l l e d  t o  appear a s  a 
wi tness  before  a cour t -mar t ia l  any of t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  about 
no t  d i scuss ing  your testimony a r e  n o t  p e r t i n e n t .  I am t a l k - .  
ing about you n o t  d iscuss ing  your testimony wi th  persons out-
s i d e  of those  t h r e e  c a t a g o r i e s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 
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A .  I see .  

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  is recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1545 hours ,  2 2  January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1615 hours ,  2 2  January 
1970 .) 

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and COL WILSON. 

(MR MICHENER was r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  advised 
t h a t  he was s t i l l  under oa th  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

COL WILSON: General  PEERS, we've g o t  t h i s  map l a i d  o u t  he re  
and I th ink  the  b e s t  way t o  do i t  is t o  have him s t a r t  o u t  
a t  t h e  beginning and p o i n t  o u t  what he had t o l d  us  previous ly .  

(COL WILSON and wi tness  review annota t ions  on 
Exh ib i t  P-186 .) 

10: Fine.  

WIT: We came i n  h e r e  on t h e  LZ and g o t  o f f  t h e  choppers he re .  
W e  moved along -the t r a i l  u n t i l  w e  crossed t h i s  b r idge  and--

10: ( In te rpos ing)  Did you have anybody h u r t  a t  t h e  
LZ? You were a member of t h e  1st Platoon weren' t you? 

A. Yes, sir .  I was i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q Were you on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. I be l i eve  we were on t h e  second l i f t ,  sir. W e  
crossed t h e  br idge  and searched t h i s  a rea  j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  
b r idge .  We were i n  t h i s  a rea  genera l ly  t h e  whole day searching  
t h e  area .  Later  i n  t h e  day we moved nor th  and a s  w e  moved 
nor th  we ran i n t o  some VC, no t  VC bu t  Vietnamese. A s  w e l l  
a s  I can remember I t h i n k  one of. t h e  Mike boats  brought 
t h e m  i n  from a sampan and they  came i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q Do you remember rounding some people up on the 
beach? 

A. I was i n  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  column, sir .  By the 
t ime I go t  t h e r e  they were on t h e  beach a l ready.  They brought 
i n  an i n t e r p r e t e r  by h e l i c o p t e r  and he quest ioned him. I 
c a n ' t  remember whether they j u s t  d ispersed  o r  g o t  back on t h e  
sampans o r  what. 

(MTPHPb?.!FV) 96 APP T-209 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Did you s e e  some National  P o l i c e  t h e r e  too?  Some 
p o l i c e  t h a t  were t h e r e  wi th  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I th ink  t h e r e  was some, I ' t h ink  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
was ARVN, sir. 

Q Y e s .  H e  was probably dressed  ~n an ARVN uniform. 
Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  people t h e r e  wi th  him? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember, sir.  W e  moved on up 
nor th  he re  (po in t ing)  and s e t  up a platoon-sized n i g h t  defen-
s i v e  p o s i t i o n  he re  and dug Xn. I t  was r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t .  A l l  
we saw were some l i g h t s  across  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  (poin t ing)  and 
then  t h e  next  morning w e  a t e  chow and moved south  t o  t h e  br idge  
again where S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR s tepped on t h e  mine. 

Q. He was your mine sweeper? 

A. Yes, sir .  H e  had a mine d e t e c t o r  and he stepped 
on the  mine h e r e  a t  t h e  very end of t h e  b r idge .  Af ter  t h i s  
i s  when they c a l l e d  i n  a medevac f o r  him and w e  had t o  wa i t  
15 o r  20 minutes.  

Q What t ime of day was t h a t ?  

MR WALSH: That was 0810, and t h e  medevac was completed a t  0825 .  

A. Normally w e  had t o  w a i t  f o r  a medevac t o  come i n ,  That 
was normal. They c a l l e d  i n  t h e  gunships and t h e  gunships made 
.passes  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  s ir .  They headed r i g h t  over about 
h e r e  (po in t ing)  and they made about t h r e e  p a s s e s ,  f i r i n g  on 
a91 t h r e e  passes .  

I 0  : Were they having any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember. I th ink  t h a t  they  may 
have. Some of our  platoon may have rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  which 
is  t h e  reason they c a l l e d  i n  t h e  gunships.  The l e a d  elements 
of our  p la toon s t a r t e d  spraying  t h e  a r e a  and reconning by f i r e .  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of it. This i s  j u s t  what I heard l a t e r  on 
i n  t h e  day about people g e t t i n g  s h o t  down a s  they  r a n  o u t  of 
t h e  hootches and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  The r e s t  of t h e  company 
came across  t h e  br idge  and they  grouped up. The weapons 
platoon was h e r e  and one of t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  and I c a n ' t  
remember which one, t o  p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  weapons platoon.  

Q What time d i d  t h e  o t h e r  two p la toons  come across  
about? 
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. A.  About I ' d  say between 0900 and 1000, sir. 

Q - So t h e  1st Platoon could have had roughly an hour 
down i n  t h e r e  before  your two p la toons  joined up with you? 

A. Yes, s i r .  And then  they  moved south  from t h e r e .  
I got  c a l l e d  up t o  r ep lace  TAYLOR on the  mine sweeper. W e  
had two VC suspects  t h a t  came from somewhere. I d o n ' t  know 
where they found them, bu t  we marched them down t h e  t r a i l  
about 30 o r  40 f e e t  of me as  mine d e t e c t o r s .  We went down 
q u i t e  a ways (po in t ing)  and then they were s e n t  back t o  'zhe 
r e a r .  We would go maybe a couple of hundred meters and s t o p  
and search and it was i n  t h i s  a r e a  over h e r e  (po in t ing)  where 
they  were des t roying  t h e  bunkers and t o s s i n g  demoli t ions down 
i n  the bunkers. 

Q Did you s e e  them do t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  This i s  j u s t  what I heard.  

Where were you a l l  t h a t  time? aQ 03 
l i  

A .  I was out  on po in t .  My d u t i e s  were t o  c l e a r  t h e  
t r a i l  with the  mine d e t e c t o r .  0 

CV 
Q You could hear this going on behind you? 

A. Y e s .  I could h e a r  t h e  explosions going on behind 
m e .  

Q Did you hea r  any enemy f i r e ?  

A .  No, sir.  Not t h a t  I could remember. 

Q Do you know enemy f i r e  when you h e a r  i t ?  

A .  I t  sounds l ike- - I  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  It was f i r i n q
d 

going on, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f  it was enemy o r  our  guys 
j u s t  reconning by f i r e .  

Q Can you t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  f o r  example from an 
M - 1 6  and an AK-47? 

A. Yes, si.r. 
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. . Q. Any AK-47's open up? 

A. Not t h a t  I could remember. An M-16 has  a sharper  
crack t o  i t  than  an AK-47 does. W e  moved i n t o  t h e s e  hootches 
i n  h e r e  (po in t ing)  and burned them. W e  g o t  down i n t o  t h i s  
a rea  h e r e  ipoin t ingj  and took a break. From here on the 
hootches were r e a l  sca rce .  I c a n ' t  remember whether we saw 
any people o r  n o t .  I f  w e  d i d  s e e  any, they  were very few. 
We came down here  (poin t ing)  and took another  s h o r t  break. 
It was af te rnoon by t h e  time t h a t  w e  g o t  he re .  W e  took a 

.short  break of maybe 15 minutes and turned around and s t a r t e d  
back. This , is  where we set,up our  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
r i g h t  he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q *  Where were you when you f i r s t  heard  about these  
people being k i l l e d ?  

A. I w a s  r i g h t  h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  sir.  I t  was back 
he re  before  w e  s t a r t e d  moving south .  

a*  Before? 

A. Yes, sir .  ' It was when t h e  1st Platoon had sprayed 
the  a r e a  and a f t e r  t h e  gunships went i n .  

Q When you came up t o  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing)  d i d  you 
s e e  anything? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  a t h i n g ,  sir. There were no bodies  
lay ing  o u t  i n  t h e  open o r  anything. I saw no bodies  o r  
wounded people o r  anything. 

MR WALSH: While you were up a t  t h e  b r idge  you had heard t h a t  
a women and s e v e r a l  people had been k i l l e d  running ou t  of 
some hootches? 

A .  Yes. Not more than  100 meters  away. They were 
spraying t h e  a r e a  wi th  machinequn f i r e  and automatic weapons 
f i r e .  These people were running o u t  of hootches and they 
supposedly mowed t h e m  down. I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  b u t  it was a 
rumor that I heard.  

Q . Eighty-f ive people were k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  way? 

A. Yes. Also by t h e  demoli t ions t h a t  were thrown i n  
t h e  bunkers. 
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a .  You heard t h e  f i g u r e  85 though? 

A .  . Y e s .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any number up h e r e  a f t e r  the  
gunships made t h e i r  runs .  

I0 : Did you h e a r  about anybody tak ing  any t i m e  t o  
rape a few women and s o  on? 

A. No, sir. Not on t h e  whole opera t ion  d i d  I hea r  
t h a t .  

Q Do you remember t ak ing  any women with you on this 
opera t ion  a f t e r  you came back t o  he re  and went on o r  a t  any 
p lace  going down o r  going ug he re?  

A.  I remember vaguely a woman being medevac'd o u t .  
She was wounded i n  h e r . s h o u l d e r .  I d o n ' t  remember i n  w h a t  
way she was used. It-is  s o  vague t h a t  I don' t remember any-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  about it. The only con tac t  I had with t h e  
Vietnamese was t h e  two t h a t  were walking i n  f r o n t  of me during 
t h e  per iod  of time t h a t  I was walking along the s t r a i l  here .  
W e  were resuppl ied  wi th  ammunition, demolit ions and food here 
i n  our defensive p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  n i g h t  and we heard f i r i n g  
over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing)  . We heard l a t e r  and it w a s  
rumored t h a t  somebody t r i e d  t o  break through t h e  per imeter  
of Char l ie  Company, b u t  t h a t  was j u s t  rumor. Someone repor ted  
see ing  f l a r e s  going o f f .  T h e  next  m o r n i q  w e  s t a r t e d  moving 
nor th  again.  

Q When you were resuppl ied  t h e r e  you used up a l l  
t h e  demolit ions? They must have 'brought  up q u i t e  a b i t  of 
C 4 ,  d i d n ' t  they?  

A. Yes, sir.  Our demoli t ions were used mostly with 
quarter-pound TNT. I t  was a quarter-pound of TNT--a block 
of TNT with C4 wrapped around it .  They brought i n  a l o t  
of  TNT and C4 .  I imagine they were planning t o  blow up a 
l o t  of bunkers t h e  next  day o r  something. We moved back up 
nor th  t h e  next  day i n  he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  On t h e  1 6 t h  w e  w e r e  
up i n  he re  on defensive p o s i t i o n s  on ambush and w e  had burned 
some hootches going up i n t o  t h e r e .  On t h e  18th  the  whole 
company--we go t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where we had t o  s t o p  burning 
hootches and someone asked "Do you want t h e  hootches burned?" 
and it came down from somewhere h igher  up, "Don't burn any-
more hootches." We crossed  t h i s  sand b a r  h e r e  and t h e r e  was 
a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  of Ky Xuyen. We gathered  a l l  t h e  people 
up from t h i s  v i l l a g e  and moved them out  on t h e  beach and w e  
received o rde r s  t o  cont inue on down t h e  beach and t h e  f i r s t  
p la toon went genera l ly  along t h e  beach f r o n t  a rea .  

(MICHENER) 100 APP T-209 

FOR OFFICXAZ; USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q What time of day was t h i s ?  

A .. It was on t h e  morning of  t h e  18th .  W e  spen t  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  af ternoon working i n  he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  It was 
e i t h e r  t h e  2d o r  3d Platoon t h a t  went around t h e  back and one 
gathered a l l  t h e  people up and went over t o  . th is  area (po in t ing)  
and s e n t  them back t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  beach i n  groups u n t i l  w e  
g o t  250 t o  300 c i v i l i a n s .  The a rea  h e r e  was Ky Xuyen. We 
spen t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  af ternoon searching  and c l e a r i n g  t h e  
area .  

Q A t  t h i s  p o i n t  you g o t  t h e  people o u t  and went i n  
and searched i t ?  You searched t h e  hootches and everything? 

A. Yes, sir. We searched t h e  hootches and everyth ing  
looking f o r  weapons caches and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Did you f i n d  any weapons up t h e r e ?  

. A. Not t h a t  I can remember. No, sir .  They quest ioned 
some of these  people i n  t h i s  group and separa ted  some of them. 
That was just n o r t h e a s t  of  Ky Xuyen h e r e  i n  a company-sized 
n i g h t  defensive per imeter .  The 1st Platoon was on t h e  north-
e a s t e r n  s i d e .  It was e i t h e r  t h e  2d o r  3d. The o t h e r  platoon 
was over  h e r e  and t h e  weapons were i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Also they 
were with t h e s e  6 o r  7 VC suspects t h a t  they  had gathered up 
out  of t h i s  crowd. They ga thered  up a l l  of t h e s e  people and 
made them s t a y  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  There was nobody l e f t  
t o  guard them and I t h i n k  t h e  PF was there, A t  0200 the  next  
morning a s  I was coming o f f ,  I had guard duty  from 2400 u n t i l  
0200, I was coming o f f  guard duty.  I was waking up my r e l i e f  
and was coming back t o  my p o s i t i o n  and about  125 t o  150 meters  
n o r t h e a s t  of us j u s t  on t h e  beach, and i n s i d e  t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  
I heard  what sounded l i k e  s h o t s .  I had never  seen  a mortar 
f i r e d  a t  n i g h t  o r  heard one. I t  sounded l i k e  someone c u t t i n g  
loose with a .45 and I turned  around and I saw t h e  muzzle 
f l a s h e s  and I s t a r t e d  r e t u r n i n g  f i r e .  The machinegun and 
everybody on t h a t  s i d e  s t a r t e d  opening up and t h e  f i r s t  
round landed r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge of our  per imeter .  They walked 
s i x  rounds r i g h t  through t h e  per imeter .  Someone i n  t h i s  
platoon over  h e r e  had seen  through a s n i p e r  scope, some t roops  
a l l eged ly  moving i n  on us s o  t h e  whole per imeter  opened up and 
t h i s  l a s t e d  f o r  about 3 minutes.  Afterwards w e  c a l l e d  i n  
art i l lery.  It was k ind  of spooky. We sprayed t h e  a rea  and 
then  a "Spooky" sprayed t h e  a r e a  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  I th ink  
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(The I0  shows t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t  P-13.) 

Q - You never saw t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  see ing  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  
remember anybody i n  t h i s  photograph. 

(The I0 shows t h e  witness  Exh ib i t s  P-147 through 
P-151.) 

& = Do you recognize any of these  people? 

A. I recognize P-147. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  
. s tayed wi th  me f o r  a couple of n i g h t s .  

MR WALSH: Did he have a pronounced s c a r  on h i s  f ace?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  Yes, sir.  Actual ly  t h e  only t i m e  
t h a t  I saw him was a f t e r  dark because he s t ayed  i n  t h e  
platoon CP. W e  had very l i t t l e  t o  say t o  each o t h e r  because 
I cou ldn ' t  speak Vietnamese and h e  spoke very broken English.  4. 

a 
Q This was on t h i s  opera t ion?  d 

A. No. This was before  t h i s  opera t ion .  He w a s  i n  
my bunker f o r  a couple of n i g h t s .  

Q Was he on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

I 0  : What about t h i s  (po in t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  P-149)? 

A .  I ' v e  seen  him. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he was an i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  

(The I0 p o i n t s  t o  ~ x h i b i tP-147.) 

Q- When you saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  d i d  he have a  whi te  
s h i r t  on? 

A. No. He had on a green uniform j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
A R V N ' s  d id .  He wore a bush h a t  around base  camp and o u t  i n  
the  f i e l d  he wore a s t e e l  po t .  

(The I0 shows t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t  P-52 .) 
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Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e s e  two people toge the r  
(Poin t ing  t o  Exh ib i t s  P-147 and P-148)? 

A. No. I remember him, o r  I would, because of t h a t  
eye i f  I had e v e r  seen  him. 

COL WILSON:  Any photographs you have seen  s o  f a r  t h a t  w e r e  
i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  anybody. 

I0: Did you s e e  him w i t h  t h e  American o f f i c e r ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  about him because I '  ve seen  him befo re .  
I remember him having t h e  g l a s s e s .  

Q Do you know what h i s  name i s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q Did you s e e  him anyplace over  h e r e  on t h i s  
opera t ion  along t h e  coas t?  

A. He could have been anywhere i n  t h e  a r e a  and I 
wouldn' t have seen  him, b u t  I can'  t say  t h a t  I d i d  s e e  him 0 
a t  anytime during t h e  opera t ion .  LP~ 

MR MACCRATE : When d i d  you f i r s t  at tempt t o  pu t  t h i s  s t o r y  
toge the r  t h a t  you have been recounting today? I t ' s  been 2 
years  and as  I l i s t e n  t o  you I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  you 
have s a t  down poss ib ly  before  coming i n  today and s a i d  t o  
y o u r s e l f ,  "Now what d id  I do?" I wondered i f  you d i d  t h a t  
and I wondered i f  i n  doing t h a t  you had anything t o  a s s i s t  
you, any l e t t e r s  you had w r i t t e n  or anything of  t h a t  sort? 

A .. No, s ir .  I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  th ink ing  about t h i s  
when t h e  s t o r y  f i r s t  broke i n  t h e  paper because I expected 
t h a t  everybody involved i n  t h e  opera t ion  would be c a l l e d  t o  
t e s t i f y .  What I r e a l l y  expected was t h a t  someone from t h e  
Army would come t o  s e e  me and t a k e  a  s ta tement .  I had no 
i d e a  t h a t  I would be c a l l e d  t o  Washington. I j u s t  s t a r t e d  
th inking  about t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h a t  day and dur ing  
those 4 days. I t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  back i n  my mind s o  t h a t  I 
would be a b l e  t o  give you as  c l o s e  a testimony a s  I could 
as t o  what I a c t u a l l y  saw happen and what I heard.  
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Q Have you had any o t h e r  conversa t ions  wi th  o t h e r s  
who were on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  I haven ' t .  Not s i n c e  I l e f t  Vietnam. 

10: When d i d  you l eave  Vietnam? 

A. 2 September 1968. 

Q - A f t e r  t h i s  was over ,  d i d  anybody e v e r  caut ion  you
about t a l k i n g  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  o r  say  f o r  you t o  keep 
it t o  yourse l f  o r  t h a t  it w a s  going t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  
anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, sir. I t  was a complete s u r p r i s e  to ,me when 
- t h e  story broke about Lieutenant  CALLEY. For t h a t  ma t t e r  I 
had no i d e a  t h a t  C Company was supposed t o  have done t h i s .  
A couple of  months l a t e r  w e  heard t h a t  someone o r  P i n k v i l l e  
had been wiped o f f  t h e  map and had been bombed o r  something, 
b u t  I had no i d e a  t h a t  C Company was supposed t o  have k i l l e d  
a l l  t hese  people.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you c a r r y  a camera wi th  you on these  oper-
a t ions?  

A. Not on this one, s i r .  I d i d  c a r r y  a camera some-
t imes ,  b u t  i t  was l a t e r  on dur ing  my t o u r  of duty over  the re .  

Q D i d  you s e e  anyone t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  of t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  . I would imagine t h a t  someone i n  t h e  
company probably d i d  t ake  p i c t u r e s  because t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
men i n  t h e  company t h a t  d i d  have cameras and it i s  probable 
t h a t  some men took p i c t u r e s  dur ing  these 4 days of something. 

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  f o r  u s  some of  t h e  men who w e r e  
"camera bugs" on t h e  opera t ions?  

A. Let  m e  s e e .  About everybody had a camera, b u t  a s  
f a r  as  who took p i c t u r e s  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir. I'd say t h a t  
90 pe rcen t  of t h e  men had cameras. 

I0: Thank you very much, M r .  MICHENER. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1650 hours ,  22 January 
1970 .) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1319 hours,  6 March 1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  COL WILSON and 
MAJ THGMAS. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  Morris G.  MICEENER. 

COL WILSON: P r i o r  t o  r ece iv ing  t h e  wi tness ,  I would l i k e  t o  
introduce two e x h i b i t s ,  Exhib i t  P-235, a photograph of Sergeant  
M I E N ,  M-I-E-N and Exh ib i t  P-236, a photograph of Sergeant  PHU, 
I?-H-U. 

(MR MICHENER was r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  reminded 
t h a t  he was under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

RCDR : Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence?  

A.  My name i s  Morris G.  MICHENER. I ' m  a s a l e s  c l e r k  
f o r  Montgomery Ward. My address  i s  809 1/2 Wootiward Drive, 
Charleston,  West Virg in ia .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MICHENER, t he  ~nainreason we r e c a l l  you t o  
the  hear ing  i s  t o  ask i f  you can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  t h r e e  
photographs which we r e c e n t l y  received from Vietnan. These 
photographs a r s  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s .  F i r s t  I would l i k e  t o  
ask with each i n d i v i d u a l  photograph i f  you have ever  seen t h e  
ind iv idua l  r e f l e c t e d  thereon.  The f i r s t  is P-232. 

A. (Examining Exh ib i t  P-232) I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I 
r e c a l l  see ing  him, s i r .  

Q The nex t  i s  P-235. 

A. (Examining ~ x h i b i tP-235) Now t h i s  one looks 
fami l in r .  I th ink  I ' v e  seen hi111somewhere, bu t  I can ' t - - I  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  where. I mean, n a t u r a l l y  it had t o  be i n  Vietnam, b u t  
I d o n ' t  kncw under what condi t ions .  

Q S e t  t h a t  one a s i d e ,  w i l l  you? 

RCDR: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 
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o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  where t h e  t r a i l  went on down t h e  pen insu la  
o r  t h e  i s l a n d  t h e r e .  

Q Where it t u r n e d  sou th?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And t h a t ' s  where t h e  f i r i n g  was going on? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anything.  A l l  I could--
I could h e a r ,  you know, t h e  f i r i n g ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing .  

Q Nok7, what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  Ice i s  t h a t  from t h e  b r i d g e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you c a n ' t  s e e  anyth ing?  

A. I z o a l d n ' t  s e e  where thcy  were. Sou can see t h e  
beg inn ing  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words you can s e e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
0 

Q . Can you s e e  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ?  0 
ca 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no, sir.  
0 

- -
Q LYGW, as I unders tand your  tes t imony,  a person  N 

s t a n d i n g  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  can only see t h e  nor th-
e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  where t h i s  f i r i n g  was going on? 

A, A s  w e l l .  as I can remember, y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Weil, from t h e  b r i d g e  and looking  i n t o  t h e  nor th-
err1 p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  how many hootches  a r e  you looking  a t ?  

Oh, I ' d  s ay  f i v e  o r  s i x .  

Q Five  o r  s i x  o u t  of  a t o t a l  of  how many? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how many. t h e r e  was. 

Q Now does t h i s  v e g e t a t i o n  o b s t r u c t  t h e  view from 
the w e s t  bank of t h e  r i v e r ?  I f  you were s t a n d i n g  on t h e  w e s t  
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s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  on the west end of the  b r idge ,  would you 
have the  same obs t ruc t ion  t o  your view? Could you s e e  the  
v i l l a g e  from the  west end of t h e  br idge? 

A. You could see  a  few hootches through t h e  t r e e s ,  
bu t  you d i d n ' t  have a c l e a r  view, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q- Well, l e t  me ask the  ques t ion  t h i s  way. I f  you 
were s tanding  on the  west end of t h e  b r idge ,  do you th ink  you 
could have seen the  a c t i o n  t h a t  was t ak ing  p lace  i n  the  v i l l a g e  
b e t t e r  than  you could on the e a s t  end of t h e  br idge? 

A, I r e a l l y  couldn. 't  s ay ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know whether 
you could o r  not .  

Q - I w a s  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  i n  my mind as 
t o  how dense t h i s  vegeta t ion  was,, whether it covered the  view 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  from some d i s t a n c e  o r  j u s t  from t h e  loca t ion  
where you were s tanding  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. W e l l ,  t he  vegeta t ion  wasn ' t  r e a l l y ,  you know, r e a l  
dense. I t  was along the  r i v e r  bank, I guess you would c a l l  it, 
where t h e  body of water was separa ted ,  you see.  I t  w a s  along 
t h e  r i v e r  bank, s o  it wasn I t  r e a l  t h i c k ,  bu t  from t h e  e a s t  end 
of t h e  br idge  looking i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was a clump of 
what seemed l i k e ,  you know, j u s t  small  l i t t l e  s h o r t  palm t r e e s .  

. . You c o u l d n ' t  s e e  very much a t  a l l  j u s t ,  you know, you could 
look down the  t r a i l  and see  the  nor th  end of the v i l l a g e ,  maybe 
f i v e  o r  s i x  hootches,  b u t  then  they blocked o f f  t h e  hootches 
and a l s o  blocked off  t h e  view of the  r e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  along 
with the  vegeta t ion .  

Q. Well, a t  t h e  time t h a t  you heard t h i s  f i r i n g ,  and 
you heard t h a t  these  people were k i l l e d ,  you saw no a c t i o n  from 
where you were looking i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anything. 

Q - This a c t i o n  t h a t  you descr ibe  was going on f u r t h e r  
i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  as  w e l l  as I can remember. 

8 - Could you s e e  from t h e  p lace  you were s tanding  t h e  

(MICHENER) APP T-209ALA. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  bends sou th  and t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  
bends n o r t h ?  I b e l i e v e  they  s o r t  of go o u t  t h e r e  and s p l i t  
o f f ?  

A. W e l l ,  what it is ,  t h e  t r a i l  ca1:ie i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
r i g h t  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  from t h e  n o r t h ,  and hen it went e a s t  o v e r  
toward about  t h e  middle of t h e  i s l a n d ,  and then  it went sou th .  
I t  j u s t  made a  z igzag  t h e r e ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  where it s t a r t e d  
s o u t h ,  because it was r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle o f ,  you know, n o r t h  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  made a  z igzag  t h e r e ,  and then  you welit over  may-
be 50 o r  60 mete rs ,  maybe n o t  t h a t  f a r ,  and t h e n  you went down 
t h e  trhil zga in  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  And i f  I re^-:ember c o r r e c t l y  
r i g h t  t h e r e  was where they  had t h e  p l a toon  CP s e t  up, r i g h t  where 
t h e  t r a i l  curved sou th .  

Q Did you e v e r  move t o  tha . t  p o i n t  where t h e  p l a toon  CP 
was? 

A. I t h i n k  I d i d  once. 

Q For what purpose? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I t  seems l i k e  I went up t h e r e  
once. I t h i n k  Se rgean t  LIAS c a l l e d  m e  up t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
rexember what it w a s  f o r ,  and t h a n  I w e i i t  back t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q Could you see i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  frvm t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- You had a good view of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  machinegun? I suppose it w a s .  
MILUS ' gull. I d o n ' t  k n ~ wwhose gun it was, b u t  I t h i n k  it was 
MILUS' gun. Did you s e e  t h e  machi::egun p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  approx-
imate  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was f a c i n g  n o r t h ,  f o r  
s e c u r i t y .  

Q- Okay. There  w a s  one gur: t h a t  w a s  t a c i n g  n o r t h .  
Supposedly t h e r e  was ano the r  gun t h a t  was c l o s e r  i n t o  t h e  
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v i l l a g e  t h a t  w a s  f i r i n g  sou th .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was MADISON'S gun. 

a- Then t h e  gun t h a t  was f a c i n g  n o r t h  w a s  MILUS'. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  it was. 

a- Now a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
did you have any view a t  a l l  of  e i t he r .  of  t h e s e  machineguis? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember whether  t h e  one t h a t  was s e t  up 
a t  t h e  CP w a s  MILUS' o r  MADISON'S, e i t h e r  one. I c a n ' t  re-
member whether they  s e n t  it w i t h  t h e  other one o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  
remember whether  it moved o r  n o t .  I t  may have s t a y e d  t h e r e .  
Rea l ly ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  

Q* Did you have any clear v i s i o n  of anyone i n  t h e  
p o i n t  squad a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no, sir.  

Q - A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  you hea rd  t h i s  f i r i n g ,  could you 
i d e n t i f y  some of  t h e  f i r i n g  as be ing  an 14-60 machinegun? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q *  Our prev ious  t h i n k i n g  on t h i s  m a t t e r  w a s  t h a t  it 
was MILUS' gull t h a t  was s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  p o i n t  squad? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  which one it w a s .  

Q. There w a s  no gun back a t  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  n o t  a machinegun. I t  was 
j u s t  me and WILLIAMS w i t h  M-16 ' s .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  a t  any time--do you remember t h e  
r i d g e  t h a t  w a s  back toward t h e  bezch ,  where t h e  ground rose?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  any bunkers  i n  t h a t  r i d g e ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember whether t h e r e  were any i n  t h e r e  
o r  not .  

Q This f i g u r e  of 85 t h a t  you previous ly  s t a t e d  a s  
t h e  number of people k i l l e d  t h a t  you heard o f ,  do you r e c a l l  
who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you were t o l d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  reme~iberwhether it was dur ing  the oper-
a t i o n ,  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  o r  a f t e r  we y o t  back t o  base 
camp. 

Q Did you hea r  t h i s  f i g u r e  very o f t e n  o r  j u s t  one 
time? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  one t im.  

Where do you th ink  t h e  8.5 people were? 

I d o n ' t  know unless  t h ~ ywere down i n  t h e  bunkers CV 

o r  something. 

Q- I n  t h e  bunkers then would be your--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Because I never saw any bodies .  

Q None? 

A .  None. 

Q- And you d i a  go i n t o  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Af te r  we s t a r t e d  on south t o  c l e a r  t h e  
rest of the  i s l a n d ,  I went through the  v i l l a g e ,  and I never 
saw d e ~ dperson one. 

Q What t ime of day was t h a t ?  

A.  That we s t a r t e d  south? 

Q Yes. 
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A. I t  must have been p r e t t y  c lose  t o  around 11 o 'c lock  
it seems t o  me, 

Q 8 You s t a r t e d  ac ross  t h e  b r idge  sometime--you reached 
t h a t  br idge  about 9 o ' c lock?  

A. Yes, it must have been. I ' d  say between 10:30 
and 11. 

Q. When you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  how much of t h e  
v i l l a g e  do you th ink  you saw? 

A. Well, I j u s t  saw one edge of it because when we 
were moving south ,  we moved along a t r a i l  which ran r i g h t  along 
the  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Where t h e  trilil tuzned south it went 
through t h a t  one corner  and then c u t  back over  on t o  t h i s  r i v e r  
bank. Then t h e  t r z i l  went south r i g h t  along between the  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  wa te r ,  and I j u s t  saw t h e  h o ~ t c h e son my l e f t  a s  I went 
doxn. I didn 't go r i g h t  through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q 0 You d i d n ' t  go. Bid anybody e l s e ?  

A. I th ink  one squad d id ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q. You weren ' t  i n  a column then? 

A.  We weren ' t  i n  a platoon column as  such. We were 
i n  a squad column. 

Q. And you ha6 squads moving s o r t  of a b r e a s t  then? 

A. Yes. 

Q And you were over  by t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Except f o r  one edge of t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I ' d  say  northwestern corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I went 
through t h e r e .  

Q- 0935 was t h e  time t h a t  t h e r e  was a s w i f t  boat  out  
i n  t h e  s e a  some 400 o r  500 meters o f f  the  c o a s t ,  and 
it t r a n s m i t t e d  a message which s a i d  they saw a l o t  of small  
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s m a l l  arms f i r i n g .  They s a i d  on t h e  beach,  b u t  it probably  
w a s  where t h i s  was going on. They were looking  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  and gave t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s .  Now t h i s  w a s  a t  0935,. 
How long a f t e r  t h i s  heavy f i re-- f rom s e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  w e  
unders tand it w a s  heavy fire--was it t h a t  you moved sou th?  

A. I ' d  s ay  about  an hour  o r  an hour  and a h a l f .  
1 

Q Did you e v e r  see any v i l l a g e r s ,  any peop le ,  moving 
i n  around t h e r e  between t h e  tiriis t h z t  f i r i n g  s topped  and you 
moved o u t ?  I n  t h a t  hour  o r  hour  and a h a l f ,  d i d  you s e e  any? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q C i v i l i a n  people  i n  t h e r e ?  Did you e v e r  see any
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r i n g  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r i n g ?  

A. Not in t h e  v i l l a g e  as such.  Zus t  t h a t  one t h a t  w e  
used l i k e  I t o i d  you l a s t  t ime- - tha t  we used a s  a human mine 
d e t e c t o r  t h a t  walked o u t  i n  f r o n t  of m e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one 
t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q Y e s .  The o t h e r  squad of  t h e  p l a toon  must have 
been t h e  squad t h a t  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I mean a f t e r  
t h e  f i r i n g  was over .  

A. T h a t ' s  probably r i g h t .  

Q . We've had one w i t n e s s  t o  say  t h z t  he saw 15  o r  20 
women and c h i l u r e n  dead i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  one wi tnzus .  Even i f  
yo; h i t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and, i f  t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  h igh  of 
a c a s u a l t y  r a t i o  i n  t h e r e ,  it would appear  t h a t  there would be 
some bod ie s  around. 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  A l l  I can say i s  I d i d n ' t  see 
any. 

Q - Did you have a  very good view, unobs t ruc t ed  view, 
when you were walking a long  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Could 
you s e e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not c l e a r l y .  No, s i r .  The edge of t h e  hootches  
t h a t  were,  you know, on my l e f t  b lccked  o f f  an unobs t ruc ted  
view of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c o ~ l d n ' ts e e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I could  
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j u s t  see t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  hootches a s  I went along. 

Q- And then  what you sav  was one s i l le  of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  J u s t  along t h a t  one edge. 

Q. There was another  t r a i l  that went down through t h e  
middle of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  1 know, yes,  sir. E i t h e r  t h a t  or--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Could you see the  o t h e r  elements of 
the  p la toon moving through - the re?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. No, s i r .  

Q- What is  your opinion? I f  t h e r e  were t h i s  many 
people k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  where would they be? 

(B 

A. W e l l ,  from what I heard ,  most of them would prob- 
ably be down i n  t h e  bunkers. 

Because of t h e  method of demolishing t h e  bunkers? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Did you ever  look i n t o  one of t h e s e  bunkers? 

A. No, sir. 


Q- Do you kncw anybody who d id?  


A. Not r i g h t  offhand I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I c o u l d n ' t  
g ive  yon a name. 1 imagine some of t h e  guys d id .  I d o n ' t  know 
of anybody t h a t  d i d  for s u r e .  

Q- Do you remember S p e c i a l i s t  LINKOUS? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q . Apparenlly he was t h ~squad l eader  of t h e  o t h e r  
squad i h a t  day. 

A. H e  may have been, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c e r t a i n l y .  
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Q Do you know Lar ry  HOLMES? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - - Did you see him t h a t  day? 

A. ' Y e s ,  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  evening.  

Q- You d i d n ' t  see him t h a t  morning? 

A,  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  No sir. 

Q. Remember a man named JENKINS? 

A .  JENKINS, JENKINS, the name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember whether  h e  w a s  i n  o u r  p l a t o o n  o r  n o t .  JENKINS, 
JENKINS. 

* 
Q e I unders tand  t h a t  a t  t imes he w a s  an RTO. 

A. The name sounds--I mean I know t h e  name, b u t  I 
j u s t  c a n ' t  p l a c e  it w i t h  a  f a c e  o r  what he d i d .  

Q- Supposedly he--

A. 
it say  
WILSON) 

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Wait a minute ! Was JENKINS--does 
on t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  u n i d e n t i f i e d  papers  h e l d  by COL 
whether h e  w a s  a Negro o r  no t ?  I t h i n k  h e  w a s .  

Q. NO, he  wasn ' t .  

A. H e  wasn ' t ?  

Q. Nop he wasn ' t .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember him then ,  because t h e r e  was a t  
one t i m e  a man i n  o u r  company named JENKINS who w a s  a Negro. 
Tha t ' s  t h e  only  one I can remember. 

Q- This  man w a s  an  RTO t h a t  day,  accord ing  t o  o u r  
i n fo rma t ion ,  and was working up wi th  t h e  p o i n t  s o  t h a t  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  could  ma in t a in  c o m u n i c a t i o n  wi th  l5he p o i n t  
squad. And he was probably fo l lowing  a l i t t l e  b i t  behind 
t h e  p o i n t ,  b u t  h e  had one o f  t h e  PRC-25's. H e ' s  about your 
s i z e ,  a p r e t t y  b i g  boy. 
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A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  p l ace  hip.: wi th  a  face .  

Well, it i s n ' t  t o o  important .  

A. Yeah, b u t  it bugs me. Wait a minute! Jimmy 
J E N K I N S ,  he was from e i t h e r  Arkansas o r  Alabama, a b i g  country 
boy. H e  had shoulders  on h i m  about like t h a t  (holding hands 
abcut  3 f e e t  a p a r t )  . Yeah, I remember him. 

Q e  Did you s e e  him t h a t  day? 

A. Probably,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  when o r  where. 
I imagine a t  one time o r  arlother during t h a t  day o r  even during 
t h a t  pe r iod  of time r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  I probably saw every-
body, you know. They j u s t  kep t  running back and f o r t h .  

Q - I was t r y i n g  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e s e  pecple  t o  see i f  
you remember anything s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

A.  I do remember Jimmy now. 

Q* We've got  an awful l o t  cf d e t a i l e d  information on 
t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  we d o n ' t  f i n d  too  many pecple  t h a t  have been 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ,  any otl;er information t h a t  you might ha.iie t h a t  w e  
h a v e n ' t  ques t ioned on, regarding  t h i s  c o n t a c t  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything e l s e ,  sir.  

Q* These photographs t h s t  I shcwed you e a r l i e r ,  you 
c a n ' t  r e l a t e  those  photographs i n  any way t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion ,  1 6  through 1 9  March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  To me one Viet1:amese looks l i k e  
a l l  t h e  r e s t  of them. I .could  have seen t h e s e  guys probably 
every day and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  During t h i s  time frame, 0900  u n t i l  
about 10 :30 o r  11 o 'clock ,  d i d  you s e e  Lieutenant  PY'ILLINGHAM? 

A. I t h i n k  I sat; him a t  t h e  p la toon CP once o r  twice.  

Q And t h a t  could have been moving o r  it could have 
been s t a t i o n a r y ?  Where was t h a t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it w a s  s t a t i o n a r y ,  t h e r e  where the t r a i l  
t u r n s  sou th .  

Q - A t  t ha t .  p o i n t  t h a t  you desc r ibed  e a r l i e r ?  

Q Did he  seem t o  s t a y  t h e r e  o r  w a s  he noving around? 

A. He w a s  moving around. H e  was i n  and o u t  of t h e  CP 
c o n s t a n t l y .  

Q Did you see FERNANDEZ? 

A. 
prob 
RTO . 

I can ' t remember whether  I saw him o r  n o t .  I 
ab ly  d i d ,  though, because he  was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM'S 

Q How about  Se rgean t  RUSHIN, d i d  you see him any-
t ime? 0 

4 
A. Se rgean t  who? N 

A.  Oddly enough, I d o n ' t  even remember Se rgean t  
RUSHIN. 

Q =  Sergean t  RUSHIN was t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  on t h i s  
o g e r a t i o n .  

A. Oh, yeah.  H e  was t h e  one t h a t  w a s  wounded t h e  
n i g h t  w e  g o t  mortared.  

Q - T h a t %  c o r r e c t .  Wounded and evacuated.  

A. Right. 

Q Did you s e e  him du r ing  t h i s  t ime pe r iod?  

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  he came. o u t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  once t o  
see i f  we had seen  anyth ing ,  any movement a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  
I t  was probably a f t e r  he  hea rd  us f i r i n g .  W e  w e r e  t a r g e t  
p r a c t i c i n g  a t  t h e  ducks o u t  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  
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Q- Target  p r a c t i c i n g  a t  ducks? 

A. Y e s .  


Q =  With M-16s? 


A. Yes. 


Q- Were you f i r i n g  semiautomatic o r  automatic? 


A. Semi, shoot ing about 6 inches away from them, 
making them f l y .  

Q. Was t h i s  before  o r  a f t e r  t he  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l -  
lage? 

A. Af te r .  


Q A f t e r  t h e  major i ty  of t h i s  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
8 

stopped, d i d  you hear  sporadic ,  o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i r i n g ,  o r  
was it a l l  j u s t  one b i g  volume, mad minute of f i r e ,  and then 
everything stopped? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I d i d  o r  n o t ,  

Q Well, you were probably p r e t t y  we l l  occupied with 
those ducks? 

A. Poss ib ly ,  y e s ,  sir. W e  j u s t  f i r e d  maybe, oh, 
four or  f i v e  rounds apiece .  

Q- I was j u s t  wondering i f  t h e  boys i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
down t h e r e  were a l i t t l e  edgy about t h a t  f i r i n g  back t h e r e  a t  
the  r i v e r ?  

A.  I f  they  were, I never heard anything about it. 

Q. They d i d n ' t  f i r e  i n  your d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. N o .  They knew t h a t  we w e r e  back t h e r e .  They 
probably f i g u r e d  t h a t  we were j u s t ,  you know, reconning by 
f i r e  o r  something. Sergeant  R U S H I N  d i d  cone over  and ask us 
what w e  were shoot ing  a t ,  and we t o l d  him ducks, and he made 
us s t o p  it. 
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Q. Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  reason he came back t h e r e ?  

A. I t  probably was. 

Q. Did you ever  remember whether t h e r e  w a s  i n t e r m i t -
t e n t  f i r e  a f t e r  t h a t  mad minute? 

A.  I can '  t r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  w a s  o r  n o t ,  s-ir. 

Q Did you ever  see  any m i l i t a r y  equipment come out  
of t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Grenades, mines, web equipment, uniforms? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  I remember hear ing  they found some-
th ing ,  b u t  I never saw it. General ly ,  it was a booby t r a p ,  
o r  a mine, o r  what. L e t ' s  s e e ,  no I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  c l e a r -
l y  what it was. 

Q. A forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  up i n  a Birddog a i r c r a f t  
a t  0940 s a i d  he SEW an impact on t h e  beach. I wonder what he 
was t a l k i n g  about? That was a t  0940. I t  would have been 
about t h e  time a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  was going on. Was t h e r e  any C\1 

type of--I  know t h a t  t h e  81 ' s  w e r e n ' t  f i r i n g  then o r  a t  l e a s t  r! 
CV

I ' m  reasonably su re .  What could have been f i r e d  t o  g ive  t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n  of- an impact, an M-79? 

A .  Pcss ib ly ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  someol-le may have t r i p p e d  a 
a booby t r a p  o r  something, I don' t remember hear ing  explosions 
about t h a t  time. 

Q Actual ly ,  t h e  demoli t ions p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion ,  
these  demoli t ions were, a s  I understand it, i n  a l l  cases  i n  , 
bunkers. Did Lley throw any on top  of bunkers? Were they 
t r y i n g  t o  cave them? 

A. They may have, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. S t i l l  when they t a l k  about on t h e  beach, they 
could be t a l k i n g  about t h a t  s p i t  and no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean the 
sandy beach. Did you ever  r e c a l l  an impact o r  explos ion  a t  
about t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Everything was s o  h e c t i c  then. 
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Q - A b i g  volume of smal l  arms f i r e  occurred and then 
t h e  explosions s t a r t e d ,  d i d n ' t  t h ~ y ?  Then the  demoli t ions 
s t a r t e d ?  

A. Yes sir.  

9- M r .  MICHENER, do you have any further testimony, 
any f u r t h e r  evidence you could o f f e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no, s i r ,  Nothing t h a t  I can 
remember r i g h t  nov . 

I'd l i k e  t o  again advise  thaq t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
is ~ r i v i l e g e d  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  t o  be given t o  
the Secre tary  of t h e  Army.  We reques t  t h a t  you not  d iscuss  
t h i s  testimony o r  ques t ions  and answers with o t h e r s  t o  inc lude  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  
a l e g i s l a t i v e  or j u d i c i a l  body. 

Q S  


A. Yes, s ir .  

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 4 0 4  hours ,  6 March 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

NITNESS: PLACEK, James E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rif leman,  F i r s t  Squad, 
F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning l e g a l  v e r s u s  
i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg. 3 ) .  While he  had s e e n  t h e  MACV c a r d s  
"Nine Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", they  were n o t  
i s s u e d  t o  him (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

They were t o l d  t h a t  they  were going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area on t h e  1 5 t h ,  b u t  no one wanted to  go because  t h i s  
was t h e  t o u g h e s t  a r e a  i n  which they  e v e r  worked (pgs.  5 , ? ) .  
H e  nea rd  t h a t  t h e i r  miss ion  was t o  ho ld  a b r i d g e  (pgs.  5, 
7,  8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know , t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  l a s t  
more t h a n  one day (pg. 6 ) .  H e  could  recal l  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  
=ou t  d e s t r o y i n g  animals  or foodstocks  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  was 
t o l d  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  a r e a  was t o  b e  cons ide red  YC 
(pgs. 9 ,  3 7 ) .  

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a.  Act ions  on t h e  16th .  

A s  PLACEK came i n  on t h e  second l i f t  t hey  r e c e i v e d  
s n i p e r  f i r e  and t h e  doorgunners  were f i r i n g  (pgs.  10-12).  
On l and ing  he  nea rd  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had been k i l l e d  
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The p o i n t  team opened f i r e  on someone who was 
runn ing  (pgs .  12 ,  33) . They s topped  a t  a b r i d g e  where 
L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM informed them t h a t  t h e y  were t o  move 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  Tile v i l l a g e  was approx ima te ly  
20 f e e t  from t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e y  were supposed t o  r e c o n  it  
by f i r e  (pgs .  12 ,  1 6 ) . The w i t n e s s  was one  of  t h e  l a s t  
p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and by 
t h e  t i m e  he  g o t  a c r o s s  MILUS had t h e  machinegun se t  up 
and w a s  f i r i n g  a t  a hootch  b u i l t  o v e r  a t u n n e l  (pgs .  1 7 ,  
1 9 ) .  There w a s  a f o r t i f i e d  bunker  i n s i d e  t h e  hootch  -
(pgs .  25,  34) . The p o i n t  team was throwing g renades  a t  
t h e  bunkers  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 9 ,  2 1 ) .  PLACEK though t  WILLINGHAM 
w a s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  27)'. Meanwhile, t h e  
rest o f  t h e  squad s t a y e d  i n  p l a c e  (pg. 2 1 ) .  PLACEK 
s a w  one  dead man i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  bunker (pg. 3 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember any incoming s m a l l  arms f i r e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  (pg.  3 8 ) .  They t h e n  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which 
t h e y  s e a r c h e d  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  A dead woman was found 
(pg.  3 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  bu rn ing  a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  
know i f  t h i s  was on t h e  f i r s t  o r  second day (pgs .  1 3 ,  2 3 ) .  
A t  this t i m e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were runn ing  on t h e  beach  a2 
(pgs .  20,  31) . They used up a l l  t h e  s q u a d ' s  g renades  r-i 
c l e a r i n g  bunkers  a s  t h e y  moved th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  CV 
(pgs .  22, 3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  ~ u n k e r s  were checked 
f o r  peop le  b e f o r e  the g renades  were thrown i n t o  them 0 
(pg.  3 6 ) .  Some ammunition was found i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and CV 
i t  w a s  t aken  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  24)  . He c o u l d  n o t  
rememer i f  t n e y  were s u p p o r t e d  by m o r t a r  f i r e  (pgs .  25,  
2 6 ) .  PLACEK, MOSSFORD, MILLSAPS and HALL were a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  beach most of  t h e  day w h i l e  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  28,  3 0 ) .  They 
s e a r c n e d  peop le  on t h e  beacn (pg. 3 2 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
s e a r c h e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  most  o f  t h e  day and moved o u t  i n  t h e  
l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  was unab le  t o  e x p l a i n  how 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  g o t  a body c o u n t  o f  38 because  h e  saw 
o n l y  two ~ o d i e s  (pgs .  34, 3 5 ) .  However, t h e r e  c o u l d  have 
been  30 b o d i e s  i n s i d e  t h e  hoo tches  which he  would n o t  have 
known abou t  because  h e  was on t h e  beach (pgs .  35,  3 7 ) .  
Sampans were f o r c e d  a s h o r e  a t  t h e  beach and s e a r c h e d  
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  (pg.  39)  . 

b .  Act ions  on t h e  17tI1, 

On t h e  n e x t  morning TAYLOR was wounded w h i l e  
t r y i n g  t o  d i sa rm a mine (pg.  4 2 ) .  There was a woman w i t h  
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TAYLOR who c r i e d  when he  g o t  h i t  (pg. 4 4 ) .  While PLACEK 
r e c a l l e d  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  r i d g e  behind t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
response  t o  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  he  could n o t  remember i f  t h i s  
happened b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded (pgs . '40-42)  . 
He r e c a l l e d  tne medevac h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember 
s e e i n g  gunships  (pg. 4 2 ) .  A s  t h e y  moved down t h e  r i v e r  
tney  encountered  two v i l l a g e s  which they  sea rched  (pgs .  43, 
45) . They burned Co Lay ( 2 )  , b u t  they  d i d  n o t  burn  t h e  
v i l l a g e  on t h e  extreme s o u t h e r n  p o i n t  of t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
( ~ 4 s  4 4 ,  45 ) .  He thought  it was n o t  burned because  they
r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  do s o  (pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  saw numerous 
people  i n  b o a t s  a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 5 ) .  There 
was a l o t  of f i r i n g  (pg. 4 5 ) .  They l a a g e r e d  i n  a grave-
yerd t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  no th ing  unusual  happened (pg. 4 6 ) .  

c .  Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

On t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h  they  moved t o  a v i l l a g e  
where they  g a t h e r e d  500 t o  1000 peop le  who were t r e a t e d  
oy a MEDCAP team (pg. 4 7 ) .  There was a m o r t a r  a t t a c k  
t h a t  n i g h t  i n  which MILUS was k i l l e d  and f o u r  o t h e r s  were 
wounded (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  H i s  squad went o u t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
enemy mor ta r s  (pg. 49) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  never  knew t n a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made of t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  50,  52,  5 3 ) .  H e  was never  q u e s t i o n e d  
=ou t  i t  and knew of no one who was (pg. 5 1 ) .  H e  knew 
no th ing  a b o u t  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  o r  
t o r t u r e d  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 (pg. 5 1 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

Trlere was no problem w i t h  mar i juana  i n  B/4/3 
(pg. 5 1 ) .  
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EXIIIBITS 

E X I I I B I T  
NU11BER DESCRIPTION 

1 
M - 2  MACV Card "Nine Rules"  

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
- Your Hands" 

-

P-21 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-22 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-66 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-210 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-212 aneous SceneMl% c e l l  

- c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

P-217 ~ e r i a lpho to  o f  a r e a  

NOTES PAGES 
h i t  saw c a r d ,  b u t  I 
it was n o t  i s s u e d  3 I 4 
t o  him. 

W i t  saw c a r d ,  b u t  
it was n o t  i s s u e d  4' 

t o  him. 

W i t  was unab le  t o  
i d e n t i f y  anyone. 40 
Wit was unaDle t o  
i d e n t i f y  anyone. 41 
W i t  was unab le  t o  
i d e n t i f y  anyone. 41 
W i t  was unab le  t o  
i d e n t i f y  anyone. 4 1 , 4 4  
~ o o k e d  l i k e  v i l l a g e  
on beach .  45 
W i t  was unab le  t o  
anyone. 49 
W i t  o r i e n t e d  t o  
photo .  1 5  
1-Bunker a t  which 
t h e y  f i r e d  on 1 6 t h  16' 2-Place where MILUS 

machinegun was se t  1 9  

up a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  

t h e  b r i d g e .  

3 - ~ o c a t i o n  of 

v i l l a g e .  24 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1224 hours ,  1 4  February 

1970, a t  t h e  Holiday Inn i n  Chicago, I l l i n o i s ,  with COL WILSON 

and wi tness ,  M r .  James E.  PLACEK, p r e s e n t . )  


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

The PEERS Inquiry was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  U. S.  Army, 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  concerning t h e  My La i  
( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of March 1 6 ,  1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
determined it was necessary t o  have an o v e r a l l  i n s i g h t  of 
opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  on 1 6  t o  1 9  March 1968. 
And he,  t h e r e f o r e ,  appointed t h i s  board of which I am a member 
t o  ques t ion  personnel  of  B/4 /3 .  

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. 

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  in te rv iew,  I w i l l  follow a chronologica l  
sequence, and I w i l l  ask you a few ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g .  
Secondly, t h e r e  w i l l  be some ques t ions  which a r e  concerned 
with t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you rece ived  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat as-
s a u l t .  

A. Well, s i r ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  it i s  
p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  day i n  ques t ion  i s  s t i l l  a l i t t l e  b i t  vague t o  
me .  You s e e  what I mean? 

COL WILSON: I th ink  I can s t r a i g h t e n  t h a t  o u t  i n  j u s t  a minute. 
We w i l l  follow a chronologica l  sequence of ques t ions  on t h e  
opera t ions  during t h a t  pe r iod  and inc lude  a couple of ques t ions  
on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and i n q u i r i e s ,  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  
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(MR PLACEK w a s  sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as follows ;1 

Would you p lease  g ive  your f u l l  name? 

A .  James Edward PLACEK. 

Q- Occupation and residence? 

A. I am a salesman f o r  T r a v e l e r ' s  L i f e  Insurance Com-
pany, and I am p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d i n g  a t  9011 Ba l l a rd  Road, D e s  
P la ines ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Q *  My f i r s t  ques t ion  i s  what was your assignment on 
1 6  March 1968? Before you answer t h a t ,  I th ink  I can f i t  you 
i n t o  t h i s  t ime period.  The death of Lieutenant  COCHRAN. 

A. I d i d n ' t  know Lieutenant  COCHRAN b u t  we were on 
the  choppers. Our squad was i n  the very l a s t  chopper i n  on 
t h e  a s s a u l t .  When we landed we had heard t h a t  he was a l ready 
k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  know him. 

Q - The only reason I mentioned h i s  name w a s  t o  f i x  
t h a t  day. 

A. I g e t  it. 

Q. COCHRAN was k i l l e d  on t h e  f i r s t  day and MILUS was 
k i l l e d  on t h e  l a s t  day. 

A. I don 't know MILUS. 

Q He was a machinegunner i n  t h e  second squad. 

A. MIEUS? Yes, we c a l l e d  him J U G .  H e  g o t  h i t  w i th  
a mortar. 

Q- Have you got the time? 

A .  Got it. Got it. 

Q- What w a s  your assignment on 16 March 19682 

A r i f leman a t  t h e  time. 
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Q Which platoon? 

A. F i r s t  squad, 1st Platoon, B Company. 

Q - When you were going through t r a i n i n g ,  d id  you ever  
hea r  anything i n  any of your  c l a s s e s ,  probably m i l i t a r y  law 
c l a s s e s  on l e g a l  versus i l l e g a l  orders?  Did you ever  hea r  any-
t h i n g  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. Well, l e g a l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  is  any' o r d e r  given by your 
o f f i c e r  o r  person of high rank. I l l e g a l  o rde r s  a l s o  can be--
how do you p u t  i t - -counterac ted  by another  o rde r  a t  a l a t e r  
time by a h igher  ranking o f f i c e r  o r  a d i r e c t  noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r  over  you. 

Q- I a m  speaking on t h e  b a s i s  of the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  n o t  
obey an o r d e r  because i t ' s  an i l l e g a l  order .  I f  you have 
never heard  anything i n  t r a i n i n g  on t h a t ,  say so .  

A. I f  I d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t o  be very hones t  w i t h  
you. 

Q. I f  you d i d  have it, i t  was probably i n  your b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  o r  you may have picked it up i n  your advanced i n d i v i -
dual  t r a i n i n g .  

Were you ass igned t o  the  l l t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. No, sir.  I came out  of F o r t  Polk. The 11th B r i -
gade had a l r eady  been over  t h e r e  s e v e r a l  months, and I joined 
them a t  o u t p o s t  Uptight ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. When d i d  you j o i n  the u n i t ?  Do you know? 

A. Yeah, l e t 1s s e e .  I went over  on my b i r thday  on 
January 14th ,  and then I had t r a i n i n g  i n  Chu La i  f o r  a week 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and then  I joined them. I t  would 
be around February, t h e  end of January o r  t h e  s t a r t  of 
February, somewhere i n  t h a t  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  
da te .  

Q. I show you Exh ib i t  M-2,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules". 
Have you e v e r  seen  that card? 

A. Yes, sir .  
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Q Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. I saw it i n  S2. I worked i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q. You saw it a t  Benning? 

A.  No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  it i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q- They d i d n ' t  g ive  you one? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. How about "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", Exh ib i t  M-3? 

A. Let  me th ink .  I saw something s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was t h e  same t h i n g ,  because I d o n ' t  
remember t h i s  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Vietnamese t r a n s l a t i o n s  on 
t h e  back of  t h e  c a r d ) .  

Q. The t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  G 
0 

A. Right. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  No, I never 
saw t h a t  p a r t  here .  

Q. And you d idn '  t g e t  e i t h e r  one of  t h e s e  cards  i s sued  
t o  you? 

A. No, sir. I never had any card over t h e r e  a t  a l l .  
We were supposed t o  get--one card  they i s sued  you when you go 
overseas3 

Q- The Geneva Convention card? 

A. Right. I never rece ived  any ca rd ,  because I t h i n k  
HALL asked me. We were i n  Dot t i e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and w e  w e r e  
t a l k i n g  about cards ,  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  and t r a i n i n g ,  and 
it came up, and I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  even ge t  one, and I know I 
never received any card.  

Q. Did you go through t h e  combat c e n t e r  i n  Chu Lai? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  one t h e r e ?  

A. Nope. I n  f a c t ,  when I was I n  S2 a t  F o r t  Benning 
I asked f o r  one, and they d i d n ' t  have any t h e r e .  

Q. This  i s  a f t e r  you came back from Vietnam? 

A. Right.  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back t o  15 March 1968, 
which would be t h e  day before  t h i s  opera t ion .  You were a t  
Uptight? 

A. Right. 

Q. And t e l l  me what o r d e r s  were i s sued  and who i s sued  
them concerning t h e  next  day ' s  ope ra t ion .  

A. Well, w e  c a l l  t h i s  a r e a  w e  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Right. 

A. We had been t o  P i n k v i l l e  s e v e r a l  t imes and it was 
one of  t h e  roughest  a reas  we had e v e r  been i n ,  and w e  dreaded 
going t o  it. We had heard t h a t  t h e  a r e a  had calmed down some-
what, and we f igured  it was going t o  be a r o u t i n e  mission. 
So our  squad, t h e  second squad, was t h e  l a s t  squad on t h e  chop- 
p e r  because I remember on our  combat a s s a u l t  we landed i n  an 
open a rea .  A s  f a r  a s  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  c o a s t ,  it was toward 
Upt ight ,  t h e  f i e l d  o r  whatever i t  was. Coming i n  we had 
heard some f i r e .  

Q. Wait a minute. Let  me hold  you back he re  now. 

I want t o  f i r s t  f i n d  o u t  whatever I can about what 
you were t o l d  be fo re  you went on t h e  opera t ion .  Then w e ' l l  
g e t  i n t o  t h e  opera t ion .  I want you t o ,  i f  you can,  t h i n k  what 
you were t o l d ,  no t  what happened, b u t  what you were t o l d  be- 
f o r e  you l e f t  Uptight.  I t  may have been t h e  morning of t h e  
1 6 t h ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was t h e  15th  t h a t  you rece ived  information 
t h a t  you were going on t h i s  combat a s s a u l t .  
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A. We knew w e  were going on t h i s  combat a s s a u l t .  I t  
was a sweep through t h e  a r e a ,  and we were supposed t o  come i n  
accross  t h e  br idge  and hold t h i s  br idge.  I t  was near  a v i l l -
age. We were supposed t o  hold t h i s  b r idge ,  move o u t  t h a t  
n igh t  f u r t h e r  down t h e  c o a s t ,  hold t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  and go back 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and sweep down. 

Q You knew a l l  of t h i s  was going t o  happen before  
the  opera t ion  s t a r t e d ?  

A. We knew we were supposed t o  hold t h e  br idge .  

Q Did you know t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was supposed t o  
l a s t  longer  than one day? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t .  

Q Your squad was t h e  f i r s t  squad. Who was your
squad l e a d e r ,  LIAS? 

A. No, he  was t h e  2d P la toon ' s  squad l e a d e r .  

Q GARCIA? 

A .  I t h i n k ,  it was GARCIA. 

Q. Who gave you t h e  information on t h i s  ope ra t ion?
Was it t h e  squad Leader o r  t h e  platoon l eader?  

A. I t  was t h e  platoon l eader .  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. A co lored  guy, E-6 ,  short, 

Q. Your p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime was Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM. You were probably th ink ing  about RUSHIN? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. WILLINGHAM w a s  t h e  platoon l eader?  
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A. Let  me say t h i s ,  t h e  way w e  worked it was--I d o n ' t  
s e e  how they  could cons ider  WILLINGHAM t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  be-
cause RUSHIN--let me th ink .  No. Oh, man, t h i s  was a long 
time ago. 

8 - 2 y e a r s ,  

A. Who was t h e  colored  guy? 

,Po The platoon se rgean t  a t  t h a t  t ime was .RUSHIN. 

I j u s t  c a n ' t  p l a c e  him on t h a t .  

Q. Who? 

A. He go t  wounded, and he was gone. The E-6 I ' m  t a l k -
i n g  about. He may have been an E-5 then ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of h i s  name. But anyway, w e  got--in o t h e r  words, when we 
s a t  down we were on Uptight ,  and they s a i d  w e  a r e  going on a 
mission toward P i n k v i l l e .  Na tu ra l ly ,  nobody wanted t o  go t o  
P i n k v i l l e ,  and it was a genera l  i d e a  we were going through 
on a sweep, and a l l  they t o l d  us  was how we were going t o  
board t h e  choppers ,and where w e  were going when we got  o f f .  
A l l  I knew, w e  were suppose t o  go ac ross  and hold t h e  br idge .  
I n  f a c t ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  we were supposed t o  hold l i k e  
a suppor t ing  u n i t  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exh ib i t  MAP-4) . 
Q - E a s t  s i d e ?  

A. The e a s t  s i d e .  

Q. The s e a  s i d e .  

A.  The o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  w e  were headed down. 
We were ho ld ing  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. This  i s  what you d id?  

A. Right. 

Q You knew when you l e f t  o r  when you were b r i e f e d  
t h a t  you p la toon  was going t o  secure  t h a t  br idge?  
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A .  No, sir. 

a .  Did you know what t h e  formation of t h e  lat to on 
was going t o  be? Whe.i:her t h e  p o i n t  was going t o  b e h e  
f i r s t  squad o r  second squad? 

The f i r s t  squad was l a s t .  

Q - The o t h e r  squad would t a k e  t h e  po in t?  

A. We had a p o i n t  squad. 

Q. A p o i n t  group? 

A. Yes, and they  would normally t a k e  ~ t .But our  
squad--if I r e c o l l e c t  c o r r e c t l y ,  our  squad w z s  t h e  l a s t  one 
o f f  of t h e  choppers,  I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember c:orrectly,  be-
cause I remember normally we had c e r t a i n  p o s ~ t i o n s  o r  a reas  
pointed o u t  ahead of t i m e ,  and we a l l  knew which a reas  w e  
were t o  cover. A s  I was g e t t i n g  o f f  of t h e  choppers, run-
ning t o  the  a r e a  and movir~g o u t ,  t h a t  is  when it was passed 
back t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN got  h i t ,  but  I d i d n ' t  know Lieu- 
t enan t  COCHRAN. This  was a search  and dest.roy and sweep, and 
something about hold ing  a b r idge ,  and t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I re-
member. 

Q- What o rde r s  w e r e  given concernjng t h e  burning of  
hootches and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s .  

A. We reconned by f i r e .  

Q. No, what were you t o l d ,  not  wfrat you d i d .  What 
orders  were given concerning t h e  destruc.:ion of  v i l l a g e s ,  
and burning, and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have any i n s t r u c t i o : , ! ~  u n t i l  we got  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and we--I d o n ' t  know what t h e  name o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
was--we burned it. We were t h e r e  f o r  a while  and then  we 
covered t h e  beach, and we had s n i p e r  f i r e  and fol lowing t h a t  
t h i s  was a f t e r  TAYLOR-- 

a. ( In te rpos ing)  Wait a minute now. What about t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n s  of food s tocks?  Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  
any mention about t h a t ?  
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A. I don 't remember anything about food. 

Q - How about animals,  l i v e s t o c k ?  Was anything s t a t e d  
about t h a t ?  

A. I don" remember too  much about t h e  animals a t  a l l -

Q =  What o rde r s  were given concerning t h e  people i n  
t h a t  a rea?  What d id  they say about them? 

A. They s a i d  everybody i n  t h e  a r e a  was considered VC. 

Q. Everybody i n  t h e  a rea  was VC? 

A. Right.  

Q =  NOW, was t h i s  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  w a s  t h i s  genera l
t a l k ?  

A. This  was genera l  t a l k .  

Q. Do you know what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was down t h e r e ?  
Did you know what s i z e  f o r c e  you were going up a g a i n s t ?  

A. No. 

Q - And you knew your squad was going t o  be  t h e  second 
squad i n  t h e  column? 

A. Wait a minute now. Our squad was t o  fol low second 
squad, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was a squad ahead of us o r  
not .  It was l i k e  t h i s ,  HALL, I t h i n k ,  was t h e  l a s t  man and 
then came MOSSFORD, o r  MILLSAPS, and then  me, and one o the r .  
It was one of t h e  four  of us t h a t  was l a s t ,  and, you know, 
back t h e r e  when we got  h i t  with s n i p e r s .  We d i d n ' t  know 
where w e  were a t  o r  what was happening. 

Q. Let  me go on i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and i f  you do 
r e c a l l  anything as  we go along t h a t  you rece ived  i n  t h e  b r i e f -
ing, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  say something. 

A.  I remember it was a search  and des t roy .  

Q How many t imes had you been on a search  and des-
t r o y  mission? 
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A. I w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  count ry  t h a t  l ong ,  and we w e r e  
a t  Upt igh t  f o r  a week a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n ,  and I ' d  s a y  around 
f o u r  o r  f i v e .  

Q. Four o r  f i v e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ions?  What 
was t h e  normal procedure?  To move i h  and s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and d e s t r o y  anyth ing  l i k e  ammunition? 

A. No, n o t  d e s t r o y  it. I f  w e  found any th ing ,  i n  o t h e r  
words, any k ind  of  m a t e r i a l ,  guns,  ammunition, t h e n  t h e y  
would c a l l  f o r  evacua t ion .  

Q- Did you burn v i l l a g e &  on t h i s  miss ion?  

A. No. I remember t h i s .  

Q. Thi s  miss ion  was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know whether  you r ece ived  any f i r e  as you 
approached t h e  l a n d i n g  zone? 

A. Y e s .  There  w a s  f i r e .  W e  hea rd  f i r i n g .  

Q Were your  d o o ~ g u n n e r sf i r i n g ?  

A. They always f i r e d .  

Q Think,  now, because t h e r e  are c e r t a i n  c i rcumstances .  

A. The doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g  when w e  came i n .  I 
know t h a t .  

Q- You must Eave been on t h e  first l i f t ?  

A. I couldnqt have been,  because I t o l d  you--I c o u l d n ' t  
have been on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q . Okay. 

A. I had t o  be  on one o f  t h e  l a s t  l i f t s .  
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Q. There a r e  only two. When I say l i f t ,  I am t a l k i n g  
about n ine  h e l i c o p t e r s  and two l i f t s  going down. 

A. Right,  I got  you. 

Q *  I ' m  going t o  brief you from t h e  s t andpo in t  of t h e  
task force .  But l e t  me ask you a couple more ques t ions  be-
f o r e  I do t h a t .  Did you s e e  anybody f i r i n g  when they l e f t  
t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. F i r i n g  when they l e f t ?  I n  o t h e r  words, coming 
o f f  f i r i n g ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. On t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

Q .  Yes. 

A. N o .  J u s t  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  except  f o r  our  gunners, 
of course,  they were f i r i n g .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4.) 

Q. What I am going t o  do, I a m  going t o  t e l l  you 
what we know from documented information ar,d then  I want you 
t o  b u i l d  around each one of t h e s e  even t s .  

A.  A l l  r i g h t .  

Q- Now, on t h e  16 th  a t  0827  hours ,  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
f o r  B Company was completed. A l l  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  were i n .  
The LZ was repor ted  as  being cold.  This  i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t r u e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t .  

A. I remember f i r e .  

Q. I f  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  going on, where was it coming 
from? 
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A .  There was s n i p e r  f i r e .  Nobody can t e l l  me t h e r e  
wasn ' t .  I remember t h a t  i f  I am t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  same miss ion ,  
it was s n i p e r  f i r e ,  because j u s t  a s  w e  g o t  o f f ,  w e  w e r e  t h e  
l a s t  one,  and t h e n  we moved o u t ,  b e c a u s e - - i s n ' t  t h e r e  a Ser-
gean t  LIAS? H e  b r i e f e d  us as t o  o u r  p o s i t i o n  when w e  g o t  o f f  
of t h e  chopper. We secu red  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h a t  i s  when I hea rd  
t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  know him, and 
then  they  s a i d  h e  was r e a l l y  a g r e a t  guy. So w e  moved o u t ,  
and we j u s t  go t  a l i t t l e  way, and we hea rd  f i r i n g  a g a i n ,  and 
I t h i n k  it w a s  e i t h e r  TAYLOR o r  TITTLE who w a s  t h e  p o i n t ?  

Q = HOOTON. 

A. TAYLOR, HOOTON, and TITTLE. I t  was e i t h e r  TITTLE 
o r  TAYLOR. They s a i d  t hey  saw someone running ,  and t h e r e  
was a house,  and they  opened f i r e  on them. They s a i d  t h e y  
seen  someone running,  and they  opened f i r e  on them. So w e  
h e s i t a t e d ,  and then  w e  moved o u t  a g a i n ,  and we came t o  what 
I remember--we k e p t  walking and came t o  t h i s  side o f  t h e  
r i v e r .  

Q. To t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right .  And t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  a long  t h e  r i v e r  which 
l e a d s  t o  t h i s  b r i d g e  which c r o s s e s  t h e  r i v e r .  W e  w a i t e d  
t h e r e ,  we must have been w a i t i n g  f o r  coo rd ina t ion  and o t h e r  
t roops  t o  move i n ,  I d o n ' t  know. I would assume t h a t  i s  
what it was, and w e  wa i t ed  t h e r e .  

Q. Where? 

A. On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  W e  s p r e a d  o u t  cover-  
i n g  t h i s  whole s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e ,  and then  WILLINGHAM s a i d  
w e  were t o  move a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  and w e  were supposed t o  
recon by f i re .  MILUS w a s  t h e  machinegunner, and h e  reconned 
a c r o s s  t h e  a r e a .  H e  w a s  h i t t i n g  a l l  over  t h e  b r i d g e  assuming 
it was mined. I t h i n k  TAYLOR d i d  f i n d  a  mine on t h e  b r idge .  

Q. What? Was MILUS's machinegun set  up and f i r i n g  
on t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  right, 

Q. How f a r  away from t h e  b r i d g e  w a s  h i s  machinegun 
p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. He was r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge.  

Q. And f i r i n g  down on t h e  br idge?  

A. As  f a r  a s  I know he was, because we had assumed it 
was mined. He was hoping t o  set o f f  a charge and then  he  j u s t  
kept  f i r i n g  as  we crossed. I thfnk it was TAYLOR who spo t t ed  
a mine o r  what appeared t o  be a mine, and w e  poin ted  it o u t ,  
and w e  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I th ink .  This i s  what I c a n ' t  
remember what happened. We went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and, i n  f a c t ,  we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  most 
of t h e  day. I remember us--my p a r t  of  t h e  squad t h e r e  was me, 
HALL, MOSSFORD, and MILLSAPS. Four of  us were assigned t o  t h e  
beach. We went over t o  t h e  beach, and w e  had stopped s e v e r a l  
people on t h e  beach, and w e  searched t h e  baske t s ,  and they 
came back i n .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  we burned t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
day o r  t h e  next  day. We had o rde r s  t o  burn everyth ing ,  and 
w e  burned it. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was t h a t  day o r  
t h e  next  day, b u t  I remember burning everything.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1300 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1305 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  b 

A l l  persons p r e s e n t  p r i o r  t o  r e c e s s  a r e  again 
p resen t .  

Before we do go any f u r t h e r ,  l e t  me say something. 
You a r e  no t  suspected  of anything. You a r e  no t  suspected ,  
b u t  i f  you do a t  anytime say something t h a t  would b r i n g  you 
under susp ic ion ,  I w i l l  g ive you a warning. 

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  I j u s t  remembered something now. 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. A s  soon a s  we got  across  t h e  r i v e r  I remember I 
reconned by f i r e ,  and we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember 
t h e r e  w a s  hootches.  I t  was on t h e  l e f t .  We were on t h e  
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pen insu la ,  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  on t h e  s e a s i d e .  There 
was a v i l l a g e  o u t  on t h e  s i d e .  A s  soon a s  w e  c r o s s e d ,  w e  
s t a r t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  
was t h i s  hootch i n  t h e  back. Now I d o n ' t  know, I was s t i l l  
on t h e  b r idge  when a l l  o f  t h i s  happened, HALL, and I ,  and 
MOSSFORD. ,And w e  w e r e  t h e  l a s t  ones t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and they  a l r e a d y  had t h e  machinegun up, and MILUS was f i r i n g  
a t  t h i s  hu t .  I t  was an underground ho le .  I t  was a hootch 
b u i l t  over  t h i s  t u n n e l .  

Q- O r  bunker? 

A. I t  w a s  q u i t e  f o r t i f i e d ,  and they  j u s t  con t inued  
g e t t i n g  t o  it. They threw grenades ,  and they  j u s t  k e p t  f i r -  
i n g  and they  k e p t  throwing gernades .  Whatever was i n  t h e r e ,  
t h e y  conti.nued g e t t i n g  it o u t ,  i f  it w a s  VC o r  what. So, 
t hey  brought--I  don1t know. TAYLOR o r  somebody went up and 
threw a gernade,  and f i n a l l y  t hey  knocked it o u t .  And they-- 
w e  j u s t  went through and searched  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And t h e n  I 
remember they  a s s igned  me, MOSSFORD, MILLSAPS, and I c a n ' t  
remember who t h e  o t h e r  guy was, t o  t h e  beach. There was a 
h i l l  between t h e  beach and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  were on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  Then w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we had 
s topped  s e v e r a l  people  on t h e  beach and searched  t h e i r  b a s k e t s .  
There was t h i s  o l d  man--he was n o t  t h a t  old--and we c a l l e d  up 
Sergeant  LIAS. He was a sk ing  him some q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  h e  
d i d n ' t  unders tand ,  s o  w e  l e f t  him. He was t o o  o l d  t o  do any- 
t h i n g  anyway, and h e  was very unhe lp fu l .  L ike  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  w e  burned t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day o r  t h e  n e x t  day,  
b u t  I know w e  burned t h e  v i l l a g e .  Anyway, I remember t h a t  
n i g h t  we camped, I t h i n k  we l e f t  t o  guard t h e  b r i d g e .  They 
l e f t  t h e  p o i n t  squad--I t h i n k  t h e r e  was TAYLOR, HOOTON, i f  
I remember right--we l e f t  t h e  p o i n t  squad t o  guard t h e  b r i d g e  
f o r  f i r s t  squad o r  something.  Anyway, they  l e f t  somebody 
h e r e  t o  guard t h e  b r idge .  I guess t h a t  w a s  t h e i r  machine- 
gunner,  and w e  moved--and t h i s  i s  where I ' m  l o s t .  I t h i n k  
w e  moved n o r t h .  

Q. C o r r e c t ,  you d id .  

A. W e  moved n o r t h ,  and w e  went p a s t  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  
w a s  knocked o u t .  I remember t h a t .  E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  t h e r e  w a s  
ano the r  b r i d g e  h e r e  t h a t  w a s  s i m i l a r l y  b u i l t .  W e  passed  t h i s  
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br idge ,  and it was no t  too  f a r ,  a couple hundred meters p a s t  
t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  f a r .  We had 
camped along t h e  beach. In  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  was t h i s  a r e a  
of high ground between t h e  main t r a i l  on t h e  west s i d e  of 
t h e  r i v e r .  W e  camped on t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  s o  we 
could watch both ways. That i s  where we camped t h a t  n i g h t .  
We received no a c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  nothing t h a t  n i g h t .  I t  w a s  
q u i e t .  We expected something, b u t  we d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any-
th ing .  Anyway, t h e  next  morning--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Wait a minute. 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on an a e r i a l  photo-
graph, Exhib i t  P-217,  which he then annotated according t o  t h e  
wi tness '  preceding testimony. The photo with annota t ions  was 
l a t e r  rece ived  i n  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-227.) 

I have p l o t t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  f i r s t  platoon 
p r i o r  t o  i t s  movement over  t h e  br idge .  I p l o t t e d  M I L U S ' s  
approximate l o c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  M-60 machine gun, and it was 
s t a t e d  t h a t  MILUS f i r e d  approximately one b e l t  of  ammo. This 
f i r e  was on t h e  br idge  t o  demolish o r  de tona te  mines o r  booby 
t r a p s  a s  we l l  a s  across  t h e  b r idge ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. This whole a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on P-217). 

Q- You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  br idge  and j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  
side? 

A. Right ,  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  because as  I remember, 
t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  it was no t  r e a l l y  l i k e  a br idge ,  
it was--more l i k e  a dike i s  what it amounted t o .  It was 
heavy growth t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge .  I t  was heavy 
growth t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  b r idge  as  you were going ac ross  t o  
t h e  s e a s i d e  of t h e  br idge.  We were, l i k e  I s a i d ,  on t h i s  
t r a i l  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  br idge  ( i n d i c a t i n g  west s i d e ) ,  
and you could no t  s e e  t h e  br idge  because t h e r e  was growth 
o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  view of  t h e  b r idge ,  and M I L U S  reconned by 
f i r e ,  and then  they s e n t  t h e  p o i n t  squad ac ross  by themselves. 
A s  I r e c o l l e c t  TAYLOR spo t t ed  something t h a t  appeared t o  be 
a mine, and we kep t  going across .  

Q Was t h i s  on t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  something on t h e  b r idge?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know what it was? 

A.  I t  looked l i k e  it was a mine o r  something. He w a s  
n o t  s u r e  s o  h e  j u s t  po in t ed  it o u t .  

Q - You could  s e e  what he  was doing? 

A .  I could s e e  him because he  was t h i s  f a r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
and t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n  w a s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  H e  was three-quar-
ters of  t h e  way a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and I c a n ' t  remember f o r  
sure--I  a m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  whether h e  went a c r o s s ,  and s a w  i t  
f i r s t ,  and came back,  and then  MILUS f i r e d  on t h e  b r i d g e .  
But I do remember him p o i n t i n g  t o  something a s  we came a c r o s s .  
I w a s  one o f  t h e  l a s t  ones t o  c r o s s ,  and they  k e p t  p a s s i n g  
t h e  word back t h e r e  was something on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e n  w e  went on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .

a C3 
C') 

Q. The p o i n t  squad c ros sed  f i r s t ?  N 

A. Right .  I t h i n k  w e  fol lowed i n  a f t e r  t h e  p o i n t ,  
r i g h t .  Okay, I g o t  it. I t h i n k  it was l i k e  t h i s .  I t h i n k  
t h e  second squad was on t h e  sou th  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
t h e  f i r s t  squad w a s  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  because--and I remember 
t h e  p o i n t  squad went a c r o s s ,  and then  w e  went a c r c s s ,  and 
then  I t h i n k  second squad came a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  way it was. We came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a s  w e  c r o s s e d  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  w e  had t o  go sou th  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. J u s t  immediately on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  
o r  d i d  you go down t h e  t r a i l  a l i t t l e  ways t h e r e ?  

A. There i s  n o t  t o o  much t r a i l .  The v i l l a g e  i s  r i g h t  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r idge .  Where t h e  b r i d g e  i s  you 
have t o  go 2 0  f e e t ,  and you s t a r t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
i s  a t r a i l  r i g h t  n e a r  t h e  ocean,  and then  t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  
which runs  n o r t h ,  and t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  which runs  sou th ,  
and t h e r e  i s  a s m a l l  t r a i l ,  a l i t t l e  f o o t  p a t h .  There  
w a s  a b i g  clump of brush  between t h e  t r a i l  running,  t h e  
f o o t  p a t h ,  running i n t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and a t r a i l  running 
sou th .  I remember t h e  p o i n t  hav ing  t r o u b l e  going through 
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t h e  brush. I followed h i s  foo t  path and went i n  t o  t h e  v i l l -  
age. And then ,  le ts  see--upon e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e y ,  
searched o u t  t h i s  a rea  up i n  he re ,  and w e  were s t i l l  a t  t h e  
edge of t h e  br idge .  

'2- F i r s t  squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad w a s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on P-217) 
a s  t h e  p o i n t  was checking o u t  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  he re .  They 
came back t o  t h e  t r a i l  by t h e  r i v e r ,  and w e  moved on. Mean-
while ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  second squad was a l ready on t h e  br idge .  
I t h i n k  they  were s t i l l  over  h e r e ,  and a s  we moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  we spread  o u t  and second squad came a c r o s s ,  and we 
moved o u t  and i n  here .  I n  o t h e r  words, s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  t r a i l  
running south.  

You a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  a t r a i l  r i g h t  along t h e  r i v e r .  

A. Right.  There was a hootch o r  a bunker, and I d o n ' t  
remember what happened. They c a l l e d  MILUS with t h e  machinegun, 
and he was f i r i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  bunker and they were throwing 
grenades a t  t h e  bunker. I n  t h e  meantime, we were on t h e  ground, 
and w e  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  because of  t h i s  clump of brush. They were 
f i r i n g  on t h i s  hootch and whatever it was, they c o u l d n ' t  knock 
it down. They must have thrown e i g h t  o r  n ine  grenades i n  t h e  
hole .  They c o u l d n ' t  g e t  who was i n  t h e r e  c u t ,  and they kept  
f i r i n g  t h e  machinegun, M I L U S  f i r i n g  cover  f o r  TAYLOR throwing 
grenades and t r y i n g  t o  knock it o u t .  A f t e r  they knocked it 
out, we swept through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  kind of c e n t r a l i z e d  
over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). There i s  a t r a i l  running west  over 
t h i s  r i d g e  t o  t h e  sea .  There were four  of us ass igned t o  
t h e  beach. Sergeant  LIAS assigned us ,  MILLSAPS, MOSSFORD, 
and me, and I don' t know i f  it was HALL. I don ' t know who 
t h e  o t h e r  guy was. We were assigned t o  t h e  beach, and we 
were s topping  people a s  they came along. That i s  what we 
d i d  whi le  t h e  r e s t  of them searched t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then I 
c a n ' t  remember i f  we burned it t h a t  day o r  t h e  next  day. 
I c a n ' t  remen-ber. 

Q- That squad was t h e  second squad? 

A. Right.  
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Q. This  bunker t h a t  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  w a s  l o c a t e d  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. Righ t  i n  t h e r e  somewhere i n  among t h e  t r e e s .  Now I 
remember e x a c t l y  where it w a s .  I t  was j u s t  below t h e  r i d g e .  
I would say  approximately  20  f e e t  from t h e  r i d g e ,  i n  o t h e r  
words, east o f  t h e  r i d g e .  

Q- W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  r i g h t  he re?  

A. That  i s  where it w a s .  

(Marking t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-227.) 

Q. I ' m  going t o  p u t  it down a s  p o i n t  1. Was t h i s  a 
bunker? 

a. Right .  

Q Is t h i s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l -
age? 

A. I t ' s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  because t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  a l l  t h e  
way up t o  t h e  r i d g e .  

Q. Bunker i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  machinegun t h a t  w a s  f i r i n g  on t h e  
bunker? 

A. A s  I s a i d ,  when t h e  p o i n t  searched  i n  h e r e  and 
they  had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  t r a i l  and w e r e  moving s o u t h ,  t hey  
c a l l e d  14ILUS up because I remember t h a t  MOSSFORD and I w e r e  
about  10 f e e t  a p a r t ,  and he  s a i d ,  "What i s  going on?" And 
I s a i d ,  "I don' t know. " And HALL w a s  behind us ,  and MILLSAPS 
was behind m e .  I t  w a s  MOSSFORD, m e ,  and HALL was l a s t .  A s  
I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  second squad came a c r o s s  y e t ,  b u t  
I a m  n o t  s u r e .  They brought  MILUS t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  and h e  was 
d i r e c t l y  pe rpend icu la r  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  one of  t h e s e  t r a i l s  i n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I c a n ' t  s ay  which t r a i l  it w a s  f o r  s u r e ,  
and he f i r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h i s ,  and then they  s t a r t e d  grenad-
i n g  it. 
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(Marking t h e  photo.)  

Q. Now, t h a t  i s  p o i n t  2 ,  MILUS's machinegun. 

A f t e r  c r o s s i c 3  t h e  b r idge  where were you and MILL-
SAPS and t h e  people you were with? 

A. To t h e  r e a r  of t h e  f i r s t  squad on t h i s  t r a i l  by 
t h e  r i v e r  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  because t h e  r e s t  of them 
went on ahead and we were s t i l l  on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q- Was t h e  squad deployed along he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  I be l i eve  it w a s  on t h i s  t r a i l .  There may 
be a t r a i l  t h a t  i s  running nex t  t o  t h i s .  I t  w a s  a t r a i l  t h a t  
went along t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. Where was t h e  second squad? 

A. That I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  
I th ink  they were behind us. I f  I can remember r i g h t  it was 
l i k e  t h i s :  S t a r t i n g  from t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  formation o f  t h e  
squad t h e r e  was HALL, MOSSFORD, myself ,  MILLSAPS was ahead 
of me, and then  came GARCIA, because he  was our  squad l e a d e r  
o r  no t  our  squad l e a d e r ,  b u t  I guess you can cal l  him t h a t .  
MILUS was a c t u a l l y  t h e  michinegun squad l eader .  And then  
came t h e  r ad io .  And then t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  ahead of t h e n  was- -
I c a n ' t  remember who a l l  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad a t  t h e  t ime, 
because t h e  p o i n t  was ahead of us .  

Q. You s a i d  t h e  squad moved up genera l ly  i n  t h e  v i c i -  
n i t y  of MILUS's machinegun while  he was f i r i n g  on t h e  bunker? 

A. We didn '  t move up. We were s t i l l  on t h e  br idge  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  water .  

Q. A t  t h e  time MILUS was f i r i n g  you saw--was it TAYLOR 
t h a t  was he re?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who it was. One of t h e  p o i n t  men was 
using h i s  cover ,  and approaching from t h e  south ,  and s t a r t e d  
throwing grenades a t  t h e  bunker, and then  TAYLOR l e t  loose--I  
t h i n k  they  were grenades,  t h a t  i s  what it w a s .  
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Q. What b rought  t h i s  on? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, because as I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was o b s t r u c -
t i o n s  between us where t h e  p o i n t  had gone th rough ,  and t h i s  
was t h i c k  and h igh .  When y o u ' r e  i n  a column l i k e  t h a t ,  you 
cannot s e e .  You j u s t  know what you have t o  know. So w e  j u s t  
h i t  t h e  d i r t ,  and t h i s  w a s  it. We wai ted ,  and anyway I pre-
sume they  knocked o u t  t h e  bunker and went on s e a r c h i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  because I remember a f t e r  they  had knocked o u t  t h e  
bunker,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  s a i d ,  "Okay, p o i n t  go ahead and sea rch . "  
We w e r e  s t i l l  l a y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  and n o t  knowing what happened, 
and they  were blowing bunkers i n  t h i s  whole v i l l a g e ,  blowing 
h o l e s .  A f t e r  t hey  f i n i s h e d  throwing t h e  grenades ,  w e  went 
through sea rch ing .  A s  f a r  as t h e  people ,  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  h a r d l y  
any people .  The v i l l a g e  was d e s e r t e d  when we went through it. 
Like I s a i d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  people  on t h e  beach.  I d o n ' t  
know what t hey  were doing t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were a l l  k i n d s  o f  
people  on t h e  beach a p p a r e n t l y ,  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then as 
everyone s t a r t e d  moving o u t ,  t h e  second squad and everybody 
e l s e ,  t h e  second squad w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  
f o u r  of u s ,  HALL, myse l f ,  MOSSFORD, and MILLSAPS were a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  beach. W e  had t o  cover  t h e  beach,  s t o p p i n g  anybody 
on t h e  beach,  and l i k e  I s a i d ,  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember coming 
back. LIAS s a i d ,  "Come on,  we ' r e  f a l l i n g  i n  format ion."  I 
c a n ' t  remember i f  w e  burned it t h a t  day o r  t h e  nex t  day.  

Q. The people  t h a t  you named were i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you a.11 f i r e  on t h i s  bunker? 

A. I d i d n ' t .  I c o u l d n ' t  see it. W e  w e r e  ove r  h e r e ,  
and t h i s  was an o b s t r u c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and MILLSAPS w a s  
ahead o f  me, and I s a w  him f i r e  once--no, MOSSFORD f i r e d  once. 
That  i s  a l l  t h a t  I remember. H e  f i r e d  one s h o t .  I guess  h e  
must nave seen  t h e  bunker. 

Q- Could you t e l l  t h a t  t hey  were u s ing  grenades  a g a i n s t  
t h e  bunker from where you were? 
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A .  I could hear  them. I saw TAYLOR running and throw- 
i n g ,  because I remember they s a i d  do no t  f i r e  because TAYLOR 
was going i n .  I t  was e i t h e r  TAYLOR or--but I d o n ' t  know. 
Anyway, they were throwing grenades a t  t h e  bunker during t h i s  
t i m e .  However, they were y e l l i n g ,  " F i r e  i n  t h e  ho le . "  And 
I remember them y e l l i n g  s t a y  down, because they a r e  going 
t o  blow t h e  bunker, and t h e  p o i n t  went through and blew a l l  
of t h e  bunkers. 

Q. And you were t o l d  t o  remain where you were? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  move a t  a l l ?  

A. Right.  


Q- The p o i n t  was i n  t h e r e  by i t s e l f ?  


A. Y e s ,  blowing t h e  bunkers.  Then they  ordered t h e  
r e s t  of us i n ,  and then  t h e  second squad went i n ,  and then  t h e  
f o u r  of  us went over  t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  beach. 

Q. How much demoli t ion was wi th  t h a t  p o i n t  group? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I remember they--I c a n ' t  re-
member t h e  days. I t  was a l l  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  Whether it was 
t h e  f i r s t  day, second day o r  what, b u t  they had ordered more 
grenades,  and they  got  i n  more demoli t ion f o r  them. 

Q. When d i d  they  do t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. It was e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second 
day. 

Q. Were they us ing  grenades o r  explos ives?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. D i d  anybody have any grenades? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you t e l l  they  were n o t  using CS grenades? 
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A. Normally you can t e l l  by t h e  sound whether  it w a s  
a grenade o r  an exp los ive .  

Q e  Di'd you s m e l l  t h e  odor  o f  any CS t h a t  day? 

A. To b e  very h o n e s t ,  I c a n ' t  remember. It w a s  o v e r  
i n  h e r e ,  and I c a n ' t  remember t o o  w e l l .  

Q They w e r e  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  and blowing
a l l  of  t h e  bunkers?  

A. Right .  

Q Did t h e y  appear  t o  have s u f f i c i e n t  e x p l o s i v e s  t o  
blow t h e  bunkers b e f o r e  t hey  were r e supp l i ed?  

A. A l l  t h a t  I know, w e  w e r e  p a s s i n g  grenades  up t h e  
l i n e .  

Q- You w e r e  p a s s i n g  grenades  up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. They used p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  your s q u a d ' s  grenades?  

A .  I guess  s o  because they  brought  i n  a chopper with 
more grenades .  

Q. Ycu went in--you d i d  soms sea rch ing ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q- A t  t h e  t ime you sea rched ,  could you t e l l  whether  
t h e s e  bunkers w e r e  des t royed?  Do you remember s e e i n g  any 
des t royed  bunkers?  

A. A l o t  o f  t h e  bunkers were b u i l t  i n  t h e  hootches .  

Q- I n s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  w e r e  de s t royed .  I guess you could  say  
t h a t ,  because I guess  it must have been t h e  f i r s t  day when w e  
looked a t  I t ,  because we d i d n ' t  burn it b e f o r e  w e  l e f t .  I t  
had t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  day then  t h a t  w e  burned,  because we d i d n ' t  
s t a r t  bu rn ing  u n t i l  we g o t  w i t h  t h e  p la toon .  W e  came back 
from t h e  s e a .  LIAS came o v e r  and s a i d ,  "Come on back,"  and 
he  s a i d  t o  burn a l l  of  t h e  hootches ,  because t h e r e  w e r e  no 
people  around. They burned e v e r y t h i n g  down, and t h a t  w a s  it. 

(PLACEK) 22 APP T-370 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- When was t h a t  now? 

-A. I t h i n k  -itw a s  t h e  f i r s t  day. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  
was t h e  f i r s t  o r  second day, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

0- Did you f i n d  anything i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Ammunition and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d i d n ' t .  

Q= You d i d n ' t ?  

A. No. 

Q. How many hootches d id  you search?  

24. Three. 

Q- Three hootches and how many hootches were i n  
t h a t  v ix lage?  

A. I ' d  say about 12 o r  13. 

Q* You searched about one-quarter  of them? 

A. Right.  

a. I f  I p u t  a d o t t e d  l i n e  i n  h e r e  t o  show t h a t  a r e a  
of t h a t  village--you say t h a t  bunker was on one s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Did t h e  v i l l a g e  extend down t h i s  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  w i l l  say t h a t  t h e  r i d g e  i s  t h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  . And as I s a i d ,  t h e r e  is  a bunker. There i s  another  
hootch,  and t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l ,  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  I s t ayed  wi th  
he re .  There were a couple more hootches before  t h i s  one. 
This  was toward t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h i s  t r a i l - -
t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  t h a t  runs up he re  and it was k ind  of up he re .  
It was no t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was t o  t h e  out-
s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - What a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. The bunker. 
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Q Was on t h e  ou t s ide?  

A,  Yes. It  was i n  the - - i t  was toward t h e  o u t s i d e ,  be-
cause a l l  t h a t  i s  down h e r e  i s  hootches.  

Q - The v i l l a g e  was l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. Right.  

Something l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. No, it comes a l l  the  way down h e r e  t o  t h i s  t r a i l .  
See t h i s  t h i c k  s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. That i s  where you could no t  see  very c l e a r  i n t o  
the v i l l a g e  a l l  of t h a t  growth r i g h t  he re .  That i s  about 
r i g h t  he re ,  the  v i l l a g e .  

(COL WILSON marks the  a e r i a l  photo, l a t e r  Exh ib i t  3 
P-227, t o  i n d i c a t e  v i l l a g e  f e a t u r e s  descr ibed by t h e  wi tness .  ) 3 

01 

Q I have used a do t t ed  l i n e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a  
which t h e  wi tness  desc r ibes  as  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I have w r i t t e n  0 
t h e  r i d g e  on the  photo. I put  an en t ry  which I w i l l  number 3 iu 
as 1 4  hootches i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  PLACEK searched approximately 
th ree .  

You d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything i n  these  hootches? 

A. Not as f a r  as  weapons o r  anything of t h a t  na ture .  
They d id  f i n d  some ammunition, 

Q What d i d  they do wi th  t h e  ammunition they found? 

A. They must have c a l l e d  i n  a chopper t o  pick it up. 
The chopper may have picked it up a t  t h e  time they brought i n  
supp l i e s .  

Q. The way t h i s  photograph is  b u i l t  up now, it appears 
that t h e  machinegun; MILUS ' machinegun had t o  f i r e  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  h i t  t h a t  bunker on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he knew t h e  bunker was t h e r e .  

Q* MILUS? 

A. Right. There was no way of t e l l i n g  t h a t  bunker was 
t h e r e .  I t  s a t  back t o  t h e  r idge .  

Q- He was covering t h e  p o i n t  a t t a c k  on t h e  bunker you 
s a i d ?  

A. A f t e r  they were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. You d o n ' t  seem t o  understand. I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
hootches are spaced a p a r t .  He i s  n o t  f i r i n g  through a hootch 
t o  g e t  a bunker. He had a d i r e c t  l i n e  of f i r e  on t h a t  hootch. 
There i s  no way he  could f i r e  through t h e  v i l l a g e  because it 
would be s e n s e l e s s .  

Q. I f  h e  is concent ra t ing  on a s p e c i f i c  target--was 
he reconning by f i r e  through t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was he concent ra t ing  
on t h i s  bunker? 

A. I know he  was f i r i n g ,  because as  it came through 
t h e  l i n e - - i t  was passed back he  i s  f i r i n g  on a hootch o r  a 
bunker. But it turned o u t  t o  be a f o r t i f i e d  bunker, and he 
was f i r i n g  on t h a t .  Otherwise, they would have never brought 
him up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  They had t o  know t h a t  was a f o r t i f i e d  
bunker. 

Q. They brought him up t o  t h e  f r o n t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  t h e  br idge?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Who gave t h e  order?  

A .  The l i e u t e n a n t  had t o .  

Q. Do you remember having any mortar f i r e  a t  a l l  t h a t  
day, f r i e n d l y  mortar f i r e  t h a t  day on t h e  o rde r  s i d e  of t h e  
br idge?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  There might 
have been; I c a n ' t  say.  I t ' s  been 2 years .  I d o n ' t  know t o  
be exac t  i f  it was f r i e n d l y  mortar f i r e .  There may have been. 

a.  Do you remember BREITENSTEIN? 

A. What w a s  he? 

Q He was t h e  forward observer  f o r  t h e  mortars .  

A. Right  . 
Q - H e  s a i d  that he c a l l e d  f o r  f i v e  rounds, and three 
of them were duds. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A.  I t ' s  poss ib le .  That i s  why I d i d n ' t  h e a r  them. 
He was wi th  the  r ad io .  

I wonder i f  you remember see ing  those rounds? 

Le t  me th ink .  I t ' s  poss ib le .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. This would have been be fo re  you crossed  t h e  br idge .  
0 

A. The more I th ink  about it, the more t h a t  could be N 
t r u e ,  because I remember LIAS s a i d ,  "The son of a b i t c h  i s  
h i t t i n g  the  sand. " 

Q. Did he  mean out  on the beach? 

He must have. 

Q- There was somebody who s a i d  they found some duds, 
8 1  rounds o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach. 

A. I t  was n o t  m e ,  because I was n o t  ou t  on t h e  beach. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  them? 

A. No. 

Q . This would have been t h e  day when somebody ran into 
them. 
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  This  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  a f t e r  
c ross ing  t h e  br idge .  How long d i d  t h a t  t ake  be fo re  they got  
f i n i s h e d  wi th  t h a t  bunker? 

A. They were working on t h i s  bunker f o r  about 5 o r  
10 minutes. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  remember who it was, because I 
could n o t  s e e  t h a t  w e l l ,  because they sa id  cease f i r e  because 
TAYLOR was throwing a t  t h e  bunker, because they c o u l d n ' t  knock 
it out  wi th  t h e  machinegun. 

9. Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM was up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Was he i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, he was. To be very honest ,  I 
d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I th ink  he was unless  he w a s  between t h e  
f i r s t  squad and t h e  second squad, because I t h i n k  the  second 
squad was behind us whi le  we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  
t r a i l .  H e  may have been behind us ,  I d o n ' t  know. I guess 
t h e  only one you could ask  f o r  t h a t  would be t h e  r a d i o  man, 
because he i s  t h e  only one t h a t  could t e l l  you where he was 
f o r  su re .  

Q* FERNANDEZ? 

A. Right.  But I t h i n k  he was ahead of us o r  he may 
have been c a l l e d  ahead of us. When MILUS was f i r i n g ,  I t h i n k  
WILLINGHAM had t o  have been up t h e r e  unless  he was under TAY-
LOR'S c o n t r o l .  

Q. Now, t h e  whole platoon went through and searched 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you--you a l l  s t ayed  around t h e r e  most of t h e  
day? 

A.  Y e s ,  t h e  whole day. We must have been on t h e  beach 
3 hours ,  o r  2 hours ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  because when we 
moved o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  it was l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q Did you move d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  when you 
went t o  t h e  beach? Did you go--when you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
you go s t r a i g h t  over t o  t h e  beach? 

A . .  What a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

Q When they s e n t  you. 

A. There i s  a t r a i l  s t r a i g h t  over t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q . You s tayed ou t  t h e r e  a l l  day? 

A. Most of t h e  af ternoon.  I remember we broke f o r  
lunch i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we d i d n ' t  leave.  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  re-
member whether it was t h e  l a t e  a f te rnoon,  because we had q u i t e  
a walk t o  where we camped f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q PLACEK and who? 

A. MOSSFORD, MILLSAPS and I th ink  it was HALL. I can 't 
remember who t h e  o t h e r  one was. 

Q. MOSSFORD, MILLSAPS, and HALL? 

A. Right. , 

9. Assigned t o  t h e  beach most of t h e  day? 

A. Right. 

During t h e  af te rnoon?  

A. Right . 
Q. And t h e  r e s t  of t h e  platoon s tayed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right,  a s  f a r  a s  I know. They d i d ,  b u t  I was on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r idge .  I assumed they s tayed i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I know Sergeant  LIAS  came over ,  and checked with us ,  
and, l i k e ,  he kept  t a b s  on t h e  r e s t  of t h e  squad, and he kep t  
coming over once i n  a  while ,  and t e l l i n g  us t o  s t o p  anybody, 
and search i n  t h e i r  baskets .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any resupply of demoli t ion 
coming i n ?  You d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ?  

A. I remember them ca r ry ing  a box. I remember t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  know where t h e  chopper landed, bu t  we were pass ing  
our  grenades up t h e  l i n e ,  and they wanted t o  blow a l l  o r  t h e  
bunkers i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I remember them g e t t i n g  some 
ammunition or  grenades. 
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Q =  Let  me s e e  i f  I can f i g u r e  t h i s  o u t .  Did they 
g e t  t h i s  b e f o r e  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was it a f t e r  
you went over t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Before I went t o  t h e  beach, L e t  me say one 
th ing .  This  is where I am vague. I d o n ' t  know whether it was 
t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  second day I n  t h e  village. This  I ' m  not  
s u r e  s f .  

Q *  You d o n D tknow whether it was t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  
second day t h a t  t h e s e  bunkers were blown. 

A. The f i r s t  day t h e  bunkers were blown, b u t  t h e  
supply of ammunition coming i n .  

Q. You c a n ' t  f i x  t h a t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  second 
day? 

A. That is  r i g h t ,  because t h e  second day w e  went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  again.  

Q. You do know when you went through t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  have any grenades l e f t .  

A. W e l l ,  no. Like some guys c a r r i e d  t h r e e  and four  
grenades.  I c a r r i e d  two. 

Q. Did you pass  your grenades up? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. You d i d ?  

A.  Right .  

Q And t h i s  was be fo re  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you were, s t i l l  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. From your experience--do you t h i n k  t h a t  a £rag 
grenade w i l l  des t roy  a bunker? 
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A .  No, b u t  it would do a p r e t t y  good job on who i s  
i n  it. But des t roy ing  t h e  bunker, no. You would have t o  have 
some C4.  TAYLOR had some C 4  with him. 

Q. How much does he usua l ly  car ry?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, bu t  he had some wi th  him, i f  I 
remember r i g h t .  He may have blown t h a t  one bunker wi th  
C 4  a f t e r  it was a l l  down, because they could no t  des t roy  
t h e  bunker, and I s t i l l  t h i n k  he d i d n ' t  do it with t h a t .  

Q. When you searched t h e s e  t h r e e  hootches,  was t h e r e  
any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  hootches had, been l i v e d  i n  r e c e n t l y ?  

A .  Yes, because when we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
remember somebody saying  t h e r e  was f r e s h  smoke from f i r e s  o r  
something. 

Q. Where were t h e  people? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Where were t h e  people? 

I d o n v t  know, because I know we found one guy t h a t  
was dead. - He was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Where? 

A.  H e  was l ay ing  i n  f r o n t  of t h a t  bunker. 

Q. That bunker which i s  number 1 on t h e  photo (Ex-
h i b i t  P-227) ? 

A .  Right ,  t o  t h e  l e f t  of it. 

Q One man dead? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. Any dead people i n  those  hootches? 

A .  They found a woman t h a t  was dead, I th ink .  

Q. Where? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I remember somebody saying  t h e r e  
was a woman dead. 
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Q. Did you s e e  her?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  he r .  

Q - You saw t h e  man? 

A. Right ,  he was dead. 

Q- Was it from a gunshot wound? 

A. It looked l i k e  shrapnel .  H i s  head was t o r e  up so .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a weapon. I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  shrapnel .  

Q. Somebody found a woman, and you found one man. 
Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  bodies  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. That is a l l  t h a t  you saw? 

A. Right.  I know t h e  next  day they saw a l o t  of 
them--wait a minute% Af te r  they searched t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they 
had some people s tanding  around t a l k i n g  t o  them a f t e r  they 
came back from t h e  beach, because a l l  of t h e  people t h a t  were 
on t h e  beach w e r e  coming back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Most of  them 
come down from t h e  nor th  along t h e  beach and they  would come--
l i k e ,  me and MOSSFORD were r i g h t  on t h i s  t r a i l  so w e  could cover 
t h e  whole beach and t h e  r i d g e  t h i s  way. HALL and MILLSAPS 
were covering t h i s  way, and we could send one of us o u t  and 
two cover,  and then it seems l i k e  a l l  t h e  people were coming 
back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q That was t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Right . 
Q. How about i n  t h e  morning? 

A .  No. When w e  reconned over t h e  b r idge ,  i f  t h e r e  
was mortar f ire--and I c a n ' t  remember--they probably scared 
them o u t  t o  t h e  beach. W e  went o u t  t o  t h e  beach and t h e r e  
were a l l  k inds  of people running up t h e  beach. 

Q. And you d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h a t  af ternoon? 
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A. Right.  We searched everyone t h a t  came by. 

Q- Did you s e e  any bodies  up on ' t ha t  r idge?  

A. We d i d n ' t  search  t h e  r idge .  We didn ' t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You went down t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Right,  r i g h t .  In  f a c t ,  we got  s n i p e r  f i r e  from 
t h a t  whole r idge  t h e  day t h a t  TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ,  and I d o n ' t  
remember anybody searching  t h a t  r idge .  

Q Let  m e  g ive  you a couple r e p o r t s  he re .  We have t h e  
Task Force Barker log  (Exh ib i t  M - 1 6 )  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  
0845 t h a t  morning a booby t r a p  went o f f ,  one k i l l e d  and f o u r  
wounded. That i s  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. And t h a t  is  a t  0845. 
You heard t h i s  before  you crossed  t h a t  br idge?  

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q This pu t  you across  t h a t  br idge  about how much 
l a t e r  a f t e r  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when he go t  it, 

Q. Without you knowing when he go t  it, t h i s  w a s  your 
e s t ima te  of t h e  time lapse?  

0 
n! 

A. Anything. I d o n ' t  know what a s s a u l t  he was on o r  
what l i f t .  We were wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  choppers t o  land and come 
back t o  Uptight br inging  us ou t .  I would say 10 minutes r i g h t  
the re .  

Q Did you hea r  t h e  mine explosion t h a t  k i l l e d  Lieu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I remember t h a t .  

Q. A t  0845 he was k i l l e d .  

A .  That was before  we crossed.  

Q. A t  0930 t h e r e  was another  mine t r i p p e d  over t h e r e  
c l o s e  t o  t h a t  one, and t h r e e  were wounded. So you had two of 
them go o f f .  

A. I may have heard t h a t ,  bu t  it d i d n ' t  happen t o  our  
platoon.  
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It  was r i g h t  near  COCHRAN. 

A. I may have heard t h a t .  What t ime was t h a t ?  

Q- 0930. 

A. 0930? 

Q. Yes. 

A. When d i d  he g e t  h i t ?  

Q* A t  0845 .  

A.  I may have heard t h a t .  I remember hea r ing  some: 
th ing .  That was q u i t e  a ways from where we were. That was i n  
t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  because I remember somebody s a i d  somebody h i t  
a mine and--yes, it was. 

Q. Where were you then? 

A. Like I s a i d ,  w e  were s t i l l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
r i v e r ,  t h e  west s i d e  be fo re  we crossed  t h e  br idge .  That i s  
where, j u s t  be fo re  t h e  p o i n t  squad had seen t h a t  guy run, 
t h a t  "gook" run. Then they  opened up on him i n  t h a t  hootch 
on t h a t  t r a i l  where we landed. This  winding t r a i l  i s  where w e  
landed, and t h e r e  were s p i d e r  ho les ,  and j u s t  a s  we made t h i s  
b i g  bend, through t h e  beach, it was something l i k e  an o l d  
french house, n o t  a pagoda. The p o i n t  squad opened up, and 
they s a i d  they saw somebody running. I t  was j u s t  a f t e r  I go t  
off  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  I know when I 
heard t h e  explos ion ,  we were no t  over  t h e  br idge  y e t .  That 
i s  where I t h i n k  a l l  of t h e  mines were, I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  why 
they  had him recon by f i r e  over  t h e  br idge .  

Q. A t  0955 i n  t h e  a r e a ,  where you were working t h e r e  
were 12 VC K I A  repor ted  on a c o n t a c t .  

A. By us? 

Q. I guess. It was repor ted  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where you 
were working. 
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A,  I saw one f o r  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  know a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
o t h e r s .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e .  I d o n ' t  know how 
many were i n  t h a t  bunker.  There could have been f i v e  o r  s i x .  

Q .  Did you see t h a t ?  

A. I t  was a bunker. 

Q Did it have f i r i n g  h o l e s ?  

A. I t  was a r e g u l a r  f o r t i f i e d  bunker. They had a 
hootch ove r  it concea l ing  t h e  whole bunker.  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  i s  
why it was probably never  h i t  b e f o r e .  I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  a 
f o r t i f i e d  bunker. They were t r y i n g  t o  work on it f o r  4 t o  
5 minutes .  

Q. Then - a t  1025 t h e  same a r e a ,  it was r e p o r t e d  18. 

A. I n  ou r  a r e a ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  g o t  a l l  o f  t h a t .  

Q. That  i s  a t o t a l  of  30 

A. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  go t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  numbers. 
In  f a c t ,  I on ly  s z w  the one xoman and guy. 

Q. S t i l l ,  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 30 people  s o  f a r .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  g o t  them a l l ,  t o  b e  hones t .  

Q A t  1 4 2 Q ,  and t h a t  was a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  on t h e  
beach--I imagine you w e r e  o u t  on t h e  beach by 1430? 

A, Yes. 

Q. And he  r e p o r t e d  e i g h t  more i n  t h e  same a r e a .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  g e t  t h e  f i g u r e s .  

Q That i s  38 VC KIA r e p o r t e d  t h a t  day. 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  wh i l e  w e  w e r e  on t h e  beach t h a t  t h e y  
found t h e s e  bodies .  T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q- Now, you say  t h e r e  w e r e  about two? 
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A .  When w e  went i n t o  t h e s e  holes--and t h i s  was a guy 
named LITTLE and h e  was a t u n n e l  rat--when w e  went t o  t h e  r i d g e  
they  w e r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  check t h e  bunkers themselves .  I n  
o t h e r  words, t hey  were a f r a i d  of  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  b r i d g e  
o r  t h a t  r i d g e ,  and t h e  f o u r  of  us were ass igned  t o  t h e  r i d g e  
and t h e  beach a r e a .  W e  were t o  cover  t h a t  whole a r e a  bo th  
no r th  and s o u t h ,  and a p p a r e n t l y ,  a l l  of  t h e s e  K I A ,  t h e y  may 
have been t o t a l l i n g  t h e s e  up from t h e  bunkers ,  b u t  I on ly  
saw one dead woman and one dead man. 

Q W a s  s h e  wounded i n  t h e  neck? 

A. No, s h e  w a s  h i t  w i th  sh rapne l .  

Q Thi s  man t h a t  was wounded--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  g e t  a good look.  A l l  
I know i s  when I looked a t  h e r ,  h e r  whole f a c e  was h i t .  

Q. W a s  she  l a y i n g  n e a r  t h e  man? 

A .  No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  To be  very h o n e s t ,  t h a t  i s  
a l l  t h a t  I d i d  see. They must have dug them up o u t  of  t h e  
ho le .  You'd have t o  ask LITTLE i f  h e  i s  t h e  one t h a t  went 
i n t o  a l l  of t h e  homes. H e  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  cou ld  f i t .  

Q King D.LITTLE, i s  t h a t  t h e  one? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  f i r s t  name w a s .  I j u s t  
c a l l e d  him LITTLE. I ' t h i n k  he was an E5 .  

Q.  H e  was a Spec 4 on t h e  r o s t e r .  

A.  H e  p robably  was. H e  and LIAS always hung around 
t o g e t h e r  . 
Q. Did you g e t  t o  see much o f  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  I d i d  n o t  see t h a t  much, because w e  
were on t h e  t r a i l  and t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p o i n t  checked t h e  hootches .  
W e  were n o t  r e a l l y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  a t  a l l .  

Q. I f  it had been 30 bod ie s  l a y i n g  around t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  
would you have s e e n  them? 

A. Not i f  t hey  w e r e  i n  t h e  h u t s .  

Q. No, on t h e  ground. 
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A. I would t h i n k  i f  t hey  w e r e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  I would s e e  some o f  them. Like t h e  one t h a t  I saw, h e  
was r i gh t - - t he  guy was r i g h t  i n  i t - - h e  was k ind  of t o  t h e  l e f t  
o f  t h a t  bunker i n  q u e s t i o n ,  and t h e  woman was t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
They w e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a i l ,  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  we were on. 
L ike ,  I would s e e  them. They were never  informed how many 
k i l l s  we had. So, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say .  They may have 
found a l l  of  t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  because--I d o n ' t  know. LIAS 
k e p t  s ay ing  w e l l ,  w e  k e p t  a sk ing ,  d i d  they  f i n d  any th ing ,  
d i d  t hey  f i n d  anyth ing?  They found a couple  i n  t h e  one 
h o l e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I know h e  s a i d .  
H e  was n o t  r e a l l y  nex t  t o  us t e l l i n g  us how many k i l l s  o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  and,  o f  cou r se ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  
about  it anyway. But t h e  only  one t h a t  you could  ask would 
be  LITTLE,  because h e  went i n t o  t h e  h o l e s .  

Q While t hey  w e r e  blowing t h e s e  bunkers ,  do you 
r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was any a t t empt  made t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was 
anybody down t h e r e ?  

A .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know t o  be  hones t ,  I don" t  know. 

Q What was t h e  u sua l  procedure?  Did they - h o l l e r  
down i n t o  t h e  bunker? 

A .  Yes, t hey  would h o l l e r  i n t o  t h e  hootch ,  and. t h e y  
would blow t h e  h o l e .  

Q. Do you remember what t hey  would say?  

A. Well ,  TAYLOR and TOOTON knew a l i t t l e  Vietnamese, 
and they  would h o l l e r  something i n t o  t h e  h o l e .  But nor-
mal ly  b e f o r e  t h e y  blew any th ing ,  they  would t r y  t o  check 
it o u t  and t h e n  y e l l  " F i r e  i n  t h e  hole!" and throw it i n .  
A s  f a r  a s  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  and blowing eve ry th ing ,  
no, it was no th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q How many people  do you e s t i m a t e  you saw o u t  t h e r e  
on t h a t  beach t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. About 1 5  o r  2 0 ,  I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  
s u r e ,  b u t  w e  s topped  q u i t e  a few. They came i n  groups of 
f o u r  o r  f i v e  w i t h  t h e i r  b a s k e t s .  I t  was a l l  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  I remember t h a t .  
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Q. They were going back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you say? 

A.  Some of them did.  I know t h a t  o l d  man d i d .  I 
remember him wi th  t h e  woqan o r  something going ac ross  and 
c ross ing  over t h e  r idge .  I d o n ' t  know iS t h e y  went over t c  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  That is  when LIAS s a i d  w e  a r e  going t o  move 
o u t ,  and t h a t  was l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  But I know t h e r e  had 
t o  be more k i l l s  than from what I saw, because t h e  next  day 
when w e  came i n  TAYLOR o r  t h e  p o i n t  had f i r e .  We had re-
ceived some s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  and from t h e  r i d g e ,  
because t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  s a i d  something about them claiming 
t h e  dead. So t h e r e  must have been more k i l l s  than  what I 
saw. 

Q. These w e r e  repor ted  t h a t  morning? 

A. They must have been, because I remember t h e  nex t  
day they  s a i d  we caught some of them t a k i n g  away t h e  dead 
bodies.  So t h e r e  had t o  be more than what I saw, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e r e  could be  30 k i l l s  unless  they found a l o t  of them 
i n  t h e  ho les .  

Q - What i s  your es t imate?  I f  it was 30, do you t h i n k  
they  w e r e  a l l  VC? 

A. Yes. 

Why? 

A. It has  t o  be. Everything i n  t h a t  area--you c o u l d n ' t  
walk i n  t h e r e  without  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i re - -wai t  a minute% 
I remember one t h i n g  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  before .  I remember t h i s  
now. They had s a i d  t h a t  a ch ief  o r  somebody i n  t h e  a r e a ,  what-
eve r  h e  was, had gone through and t o l d  a l l  of  t h e  people we 
were coming through. This  w a s  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  because he 
s a i d  anything i n  t h e r e  t h a t  w e  would probably f i n d  would be  
VC. W e  probably wouldn ' t  f i n d  t o o  many people un less  they  a r e  
VC. I remember t h a t .  They s a i d  somebody had gone through-- 
a Vietnamese mayor o r  ch ief  had gone through and t a l k e d  t o  
t h e  people.  That i s  why t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  dese r t ed ,  r i g h t .  

Q. I t  was no t  d e s e r t e d ,  was i t ?' 
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A .  No, no t  i f  they  found 30 dead. We d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
people running around when w e  went i n  t h e r e .  La te r  on i n  t h e  
af te rnoon,  w e  saw a l o t  of people on t h e  beach. 

Q. These people on t h e  beach, were they VC? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I would say t h a t  t h e  whole a r e a  was 
VC. The whole a r e a  i t s e l f .  

Q While you were wa i t ing  t h e r e  awhile,  they were 
a t t a c k i n g  t h i s  bunker. Do you r e c a l l  any incoming f i r e ,  
small  arms. 

A .  I cou ldn ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  with ' t he  machinegun. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, and I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t o o  
much e i t h e r .  

Q. You a l l  formed up and went back toward up nor th ,  
toward t h e  nor thern  p a r t ,  and went i n t o  a l aager  p o s i t i o n  up 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h a t  b r idge  t h a t  was ou t .  

A. P a s t  t h e  br idge .  

Q. You say you l e f t  somebody down t h e r e  on ' t h e  br idge? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I 
thought they were going t o  l eave  somebody, because t h e  more 
I t h i n k  about it, they could n o t  have, because t h e  next  day 
i s  when TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ,  and he was i n  t h e  p o i n t .  

Q. Do you remember going nor th  l a t e  t h a t  af ternoon? 
Do you remember TAYLOR having a Vietnamese woman on t h e  
po in t?  

A .  He might have. I knew he  used a l o t  of women, you 
know. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  I c o u l d n ' t  say 
f o r  su re .  He might have. Let me th ink .  I f  he d i d  then  I 
would have t o  remember h e r  being i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  
1 c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q . Before you moved nor th ,  d id  you s e e  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM a t  all t h a t  day when t h i s  acticn was going on? 

A. What a c t i o n ?  

Q. Over by t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you ever  see  him up
t h e r e  wi th  t h e  p o i n t  o r  was he back i n  t h e  platoon some-
where o r  what? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember. When you t r y  
and put  down one day t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  impossible  t o  th ink  2 
yea r s  ago. I remember him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember him 
pass ing  t h e  word t o  cease f i r e  along t h e  t r a i l ,  because no 
one was f i r i n g  anyway. MOSSFORE f i r e d  a t  t h e  bunker, be-
cause he could s e e  it. He s a i d  cease  f i r e ,  because s o  and 
s o  was going i n .  But I remember him saying  s o  and s o  was 
going i n ,  and I l a i d  t h e r e  and waited on t h e  t r a i l .  A l l  I 
could s e e  more o r  l e s s  was t h e  r i d g e ,  because GARCIA was 
i n  f r o n t  of me. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  way it was. 

9. You went i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do 
you remember some Navy boa t s  coming ashore o r  coming on 
shore  and t a k i n g  a bunch of sampans over t o  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM? 

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q. What was t h e  procedure t h e r e ?  Did a h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n  with any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  anything? 

A. I t h i n k  we were on t h e  beach, and I remember t h e  
sampans being dr iven  i n  but--and come t o  t h i n k  of it, I 
t h i n k  they  d i d  f l y  one i n ,  because I remember I searched one 
of t h e  sampans. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- You d id?  

A. Me and who ' t h e  heck was i t ?  I d o n ' t  remember. 
I t  was f o u r  o r  f i v e  of us t h e r e  wi th  them. I c a n ' t  remember. 
It was f i v e  b o a t s ,  t h r e e  o r  four  b o a t s .  I t  was a small  num- 
b e r  of boa t s .  There was t h i s  one bag t h e r e  t h a t  I thought  
may have had something i n , i t .  The boat  leaked,  and I could 
ha rd ly  see it. I c a l l e d  someone over  and p u l l e d  it ou t .  I t  
was some kind of b a i t  and I thought  it may have been some-
th ing .  But I d id  t h i n k  t h a t  it was something. I f i n i s h e d  
searching  t h e  sampans and moved onto t h e  next  boat .  

Q - You t h i n k  you searched t h e s e  sampans on t h e  way 
up t o  your l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  keep t h e s e  people overnight  t h a t  you 
picked up from those  boa t s  o r  do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You went i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and 
then t h e  next  day you s t a r t e d  moving back south t o  t h e  
br idge  again.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  formation? 

A. Yes. I t  was p o i n t ,  second squad, and we were 
l a s t ,  I t h i n k ,  because we c o u l d n ' t  s ee  t h e  b r idge  o r  any-
t h i n g  when we heard t h e  explos ion ,  so  I assume we were l a s t .  
Maybe we were f i r s t .  A l l  t h a t  I know i s  t h a t  HALL was on t h e  
r e a r  guard,  and I was next  t o  him. The t r a i l  w a s  
winding. I remember we stopped, and we were down on t h e  
ground wa i t ing  f o r  5 minutes watching t h e  r idge .  We had 
s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and we stopped, and everybody opened up. We 
were walking p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  b r idge ,  and I d i d n ' t  f i r e  
because I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  anything,  b u t  MILUS was f i r i n g  and 
MOSSFORD was f i r i n g .  

Q- Where were you f i r i n g ?  

A. I n t o  t h a t  r idge  behind t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were you f i r i n g  on t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was it on t h e  
nor th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, no, w e  were no t  even i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  then.  

Q You were nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Apparently, r i g h t .  

(Showing t h e  wi tness  Exhib i t  P-66. ) 

Q Photo number 66, d i d  you ever  s e e  one of t h e s e  two 
Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

(PLACEK) 

I d o n ' t  know. That looks l i k e  Gary KLEIN t h e r e .  

No, t h a t  i s  n o t  your u n i t .  

Oh ! 
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Q - P-21, d i d  you ever  s e e  one of those  two s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. P-22? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. That looks a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  HALL. 

Q The man i n  t h e  cen te r?  

A. No, i t ' s  n o t ,  no. I t  looks a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  him. 

Q. This  i s  Exh ib i t  P-210. Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  per-
son? 

A. Is t h a t  a "gook"? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  see h i s  f a c e ,  

Q. You got  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and a machinegun was s e t  up 
again,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. No. H e  j u s t  opened up from h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. From where h e  was? 

A. Y e s .  

a .  And t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  you rece ived  was before  TAYLOR 
got  wounded? 

A. This  again--I t h i n k  it was. 

9. Did you g e t  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - I a m  confused a s  t o  what happened t o  TAYLOR? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I ' l l  t e l l  you what I heard.  

Q. What d id  you hear?  
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A .  TAYLOR went up t o  t h e  b r idge ,  and he saw t h i s  
th ing .  I t  was a mine o r  something. TAYLOR had a t h i n g  about  
h i m .  He l iked  t o  disarm mines. He was f a n a t i c a l  about t h i s  
kind of th ing .  He was poking around t h e  a r e a  i n  f r o n t  o r  
something and I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h a t  same one o r  
another  one t h a t  went o f f ,  because he l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  HOOTON 
s a i d  he thought he had seen t h e  mine, b u t  I guess TAYLOR w a s  
no t  s u r e  whether it was a mine o r  n o t ,  b u t  he was using h i s  
bayonet, and he was working i n  f r o n t  of  a mine. I c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  h i m  and t h a t  i s  why I t h i n k  t h e  second squad was ahead 
of us. I ' m  not  su re .  

Q. A t  any rate, you t h i n k  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  came i n  
before.  I t  would have been p r e t t y  hard f o r  TAYLOR t o  be 
working around t h a t  mine with s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. T h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  it was ahead of t i m e .  

Q I t  was over when he was working on t h e  br idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  remember, unless  they opened 
up on t h e  chopper when it came i n  t o  medevac him. All 
t h a t  I remember, we were stopped, and we were separa ted  o u t  
along t h e  t;:ail p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i v e r  wa i t ing  f o r  something, 
and then  the  explosion.  Whether o r  n o t  we got  s n i p e r  f i r e  
when t h e  chcpper came i n  o r  not  I c a n ' t  remember. That I a m  
confused about. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember gunships coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember this? 

A. No. 

Do you remember B Company c ross ing  t h e  br idge?Q = 

A. Us? 

Q. No, t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company? 

Coming over t o  our  s i d e ?  

Q. Yes. 
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A.  W e l l ,  t h ey  must have come a c r o s s ,  because t h e  
whole company moved o u t  down a long  t h e  pen insu la .  

Q You c a n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge?  

A.  No, b u t  t hey  must have. 

t h e  
The format ion  

beach and t h e  1st 
going down t h e r e  was t h e  
Pla toon was on t h e  r i v e r  

2d P la toon  
s i d e ?  

A.  Right ,  we were on t h e  beach.  I remember t h a t .  
When I s a i d  t hey  l e f t  somebody by t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h a t  must have 
been t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q. 3d P la toon  s t a y e d  up t h e r e .  I unders tand t h a t  
t h e  mortar  s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  t oo?  

A. I d o n ' t  know about  t h a t ,  it could be .  

Q.  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  sometime around t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  
was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  brought  a  new l i e u t e n a n t  o u t  t h e r e ,  a n d ,  
he  took o v e r  t h e  2d P la toon .  

A. What w a s  h i s  name? 

Q - LEWIS. 

A. I t  could have. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. And a l s o  I unders tand t h a t  some ARVN may have 
c rossed  over  w i t h  B Company when they  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e .  
ARVN t r o o p s ,  d i d  you s e e  any? 

A. ARVN t r o o p s ?  

Q. Y e s .  Going down,,you would have seen  on t h e  s i d e  
t h e  CP was on ,  and probably you would have been ahead of  it. 
Supposedly t h e r e  w e r e  ARVN t r o o p s  o r  ARVN people  w i th  them. 

A. There may have been i n t e r p r e t e r s .  What was t h e  
CO's name? 

Q. Capta in  MICHLES. 

A. Right .  They might have been wi th  him. I d o n ' t  
remember. L ike  I s a i d ,  i t ' s  vague. I don ' t  remember i n c i -
den t  f o r  i n c i d e n t .  A l l  I remember w e  were go ing  down by t h e  
r i v e r .  W e  came i n t o  ano the r  v i l l a g e  and we sea rched  it. W e  
d i d n ' t  burn it. We j u s t . s e a r c h e d  i t .  
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Q. You were going down on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. When you were moving down t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  morning 
from your l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  TAYLOR had a woman 
i n  f r o n t  of him then  f o r  a p o i n t ?  She would have been i n  t h e  
road.  

A. R igh t .  Hold it% Because somebody about  when we 
g o t  t o  t h e  br idge- - I  remember t h e  woman c r y i n g  now. I remem-
b e r  t h e  woman c r y i n g  t h a t  TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  She must have 
l i k e d  TAYLOR. HOOTON g o t  t i c k e d  o f f ,  because I remembered 
somebody s a y ,  "Look a t  h e r  c r y i n g  f o r  him." Apparent ly  s h e  
must have l i k e d  TAYLOR, because 3 never  saw a "gook" c r y  f o r  
a G I  b e f o r e .  I don1t know why s h e  would be  c ry ing .  That  
must be  it. 

Q. You a r e  t h e  second one who s a i d  s h e  w a s  c r y i n g .  

A. Y e $ ,  s h e  was c ry ing .  

Q What happened t o  h e r ?  Where d i d  s h e  go? 

T h i s  photograph t h a t  I showed you b e f o r e ,  (Exh ib i t  
P-210) t h a t  person was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  be ing  t h e  woman who 
TAYLOR had and who was tu rned  over  t o  t h e  ARVN t r o o p s .  She 
went sou th  wi th  B Company and cooked f o r  them. Do you 
remember how t h i s  woman was d re s sed  and what s h e  had on h e r  
head? 

A. No, I would imagine a s t r a w  h a t  and b l a c k  pajamas. 

Q You moved sou th  and t h e  2d P la toon  was on t h e  beach 
They were moving a long  b e s i d e  you, and C Company was on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  I f  you looked over  t h e r e ,  you 
may have seen  some smoke. 

A. I remember w e  hea rd  a l o t  of  f i r i n g  and saw a l o t  
o f  smolce when w e  were--where were we? W e  w e r e  down i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  somewhere, and we were camped f o r  l unch ,  and we heard 
a l o t  of  f i r i n g  and s t u f f ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what it was. 

Q How many v i l l a g e s  d i d  you burn on your  way s o u t h ,  
do  you r e c a l l ?  

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  w e  moved th rough ,  and I remember w e  
d i d n ' t  burn t h i s  one. 
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Q- You d i d n ' t  burn t h i s  one? 

A. NO, bu t  I remember--oh+ I remember us  burning one 
f u r t h e r  down, t h i s  was way down. 

Q. Where wouid you say on t h e  map (Exh ib i t  P-227) here?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know what it would be? 

A. IS t h i s  t h e  one r i g h t  a t  t h e  b r idge?  

Q- That i s  Co Lay ( 3 ) .  

A.  W e  d i d n ' t  burn t h a t  one, and t h e r e  was one r i g h t  
be fo re  it. That must be  it. ( i n d i c a t i n g )  

Q. Co Lay ( 2 ) ?  

A. Co Lay ( 2 )  I t h i n k  was t h e  one we burned, because 
t h e r e  w e r e  t roops  a l l  over ,  and everybody was ordered  t o  burn 
a l l  of t h e  hootches,  and I t h i n k  it was two. 

Q. Those were t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  Everybody burned 
t h e  hootches? One u n i t  was n o t  des ignated  t o  do t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  (Exh ib i t  P-212)? 

A. That  looks l i k e  t h e  one on t h e  beach. Is t h a t  t h e  
one r i g h t  down he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q. That i s  t h e  one on t h e  extreme south p o i n t .  Did 
you burn t h i s  one? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember us burning t h a t  one. 

Q- Were t h e r e  any people down here?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. There w e r e  a l o t  of b o a t s ,  a l o t  of  
people i n  t h e  boa t s .  

And o f f  t h e  coas t?  
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A. Yes, because I remember us s e t t i n g  i n  t h i s  one 
hootch. We were r i g h t  on t h e  t i p .  There was a hootch down 
t h e r e ,  and we were i n  t h e r e  j u s t  s e t t i n g  and "BS' ing" , because 
it was a long walk from a l l  t h e  way up t h e r e .  

Q. A h o t  day, too? 

A. We s a t  i n  t h e r e  and crowded i n t o  t h e  hootches where 
it was o u t  of t h e  sun. We were t h e r e  an hour. 

Q. On t h e  way down t h e r e  on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e ,  do you 
remember any con tac t  o r  any engagement with a boat  t h a t  was 
o u t  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  b r ing ing  a boat  under f i r e ?  This  would 
have been poss ib ly  i n  t h e  af te rnoon sometime. 

A. A boat?  

Q. Yes, o u t  i n  t h e  r i v e r  with about t e n  people on it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 
a 


Moving toward zhe o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  Do you cnQ. N 

remember anything? D o  you  remember any f i r i n g  o u t  t h e r e  on 
t h e  r i v e r  from B Company, no t  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

0 


A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any boat .  There might have been a .v 
boa t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any boat .  

Q e  YQU went i n t o  a 1'-aager t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes. I t  was i n  a grave yard,  I t h i n k .  

Q There was nothing unusual happening? a 

A. No. 

Q =  Everybody had a h ~ tmeal, and maybe Colonel BARKER 
was out  t h e r e  and may have had a couple of i n t e r p r e t e r s  o u t  
t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. We were on t h a t  r idge .  There was 
a r i u g e i i n e ,  and t h e r e  was a graveyard r i g h t  below, and my 
p o s i t i o n  and HALL'S  p o s i t i o n  was r i g h t  below t h e  r idge .  L I A S ,  
MOSSFORD, and MILLSAPS were r i g h t  above us on t h e  r idge .  W e  
go t  f r e s h  water  t h a t  n igh t .  

4 6  APP T-370 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  water  e a r l i e r  t h a t  day? 

A. I remember w e  got  f r e s h  water  t h a t  n i g h t ,  because 
I was dry because t h e r e  was a company--the whole company must 
have camped t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t .  There were t roops  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  s o  w e  had q u i t e  a l a r g e  l a a g e r .  The whole 
company was t h e r e ,  I th ink .  I remember g e t t i n g  f r e s h  water ,  
and I c a r r i e d  t h r e e  canteens,  and I only had a l i t t l e  b i t  
l e f t .  I remember t h a t .  But a s  f a r  a s  b o a t s ,  I d o n ' t  re-
member anything about a boat .  

Q o  You moved back up and t h e  3d Platoon s tayed by
t h e  b r idge  a l l  n i g h t  whi le  you were down i n  t h e  o t h e r  a rea .  
When you go t  up t h e r e  t h a t  morning, they had found 3,000 
pounds of  rice i n  a cache, and a l s o  they found a dead 
woman on t h a t  r idge  wi th  a neck wound. 

A. U p  on t h e  r idge .  

Q O n  t h e  r idge?  When they found h e r  she  was f a i r l y  
w e l l  decomposed. She was probably h i t  t h e  day before .  

A. Very poss ib le .  

Q - They bur ied  h e r  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  r idge .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- And then they moved on up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where 
t h e  MEDCAP w a s  he ld .  I t  was up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a t  Ky Xuyen 
(I), then  rounded up a whole l o t  of people.  It was about 
500  t o  1,000 people.  

A .  Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q. The platoon was searching ,  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,
and sending people back t o  t h e  beach. 

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q e  I d o n ' t  know where your p la toon worked. 

A .  W e  were r i g h t  on t h e  beach. 

Q a  All day? 
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A .  Yes. I remember us l ay ing  r i g h t  on t h e  beach, be-
cause I, remember t h e  palm t r e e s .  I d o n ' t  know which o f ' t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s  here  we got  a l l  of t h e  people out  of and w e  brought 
them back on t h e  beach. We had a l o t  of t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  
them o u t .  I f o r g e t  who it was--he was h o l l e r i n g  a t  them, and 
we moved them o u t  a l l  t o  t h e  beach. There was a company o r  
something moving up t h i s  way and we were somewhere i n  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  because we were on our  way down t o  t h e  p o i n t .  

Q You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  a rea  of An Ky? 

A. Yes. 

Q Nobody went ou t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o u t  t h e r e  because 
they thought i t  was mined? 

A. I thought t h e r e  was a company o u t  t h e r e .  

No. 

W
A .  I heard t h e r e  was another  company pushing them CV 
t h i s  way, because we d i d n ' t  herd a l l  of t h e s e  people o u t  i n  
here .  

0 
(W

Q A l l  of t h e  p la toons  were o u t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A,  One of t h e  p la toons .  

Q. There was another  platoon working i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I heard they were sending them back t o  t h i s  one 
p o i n t  i n  he re ,  

Q. And then you went i n t o  a l aager  t h a t  n i g h t p  and 
t h e r e  was a mortar a t t a c k ?  

A. Right. 

Q. MILUS got  k i l l e d  and four  men wounded? 

8. Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day, 
ARVN, Nat ional  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  
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A .  To be  hones t ,  t h e  only t ime t h a t  I saw an i n t e r -
p r e t e r  we were on another  mission,  and we found a  house and 
they  flew i n  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  That i s  t3e only t i m e  I had seen 
an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  I reinember. There would have had t o  
have been on that opera t ion ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember them. 

Q. 6 i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A.  No, j u s t  t h a t  one on t h a t  one mission.  

Q o  
 The nex t  morning a f t e r  you had t h i s  mortar  a t t a c k  
and MILUS go t  k i l l e d ,  do you remember a couple of VC sus-
p e c t s  being t h e r e  i n  t h e  area?  

A. No, because our  squad was assigned t o  chase them 
down, t h e  mortars .  W e  went o u t ,  and w e  found t h e  t r a i l ,  
because I saw one run t h e  n i g h t  it happened. I t  was j u s t  
a f t e r  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k ,  because HALL and I were t o g e t h e r ,  
HALL, I ,  and GARCIA. We saw them run ,  and t h e  next  day they  
s a i d  we were t o  run them toward t h e  t r a i l .  Right? So w e  
went down t h e  t r a i l ,  and we found t h e  powder burns where 
they  had mor tars ,  and w e  found where they  had f i r e d  t h e  
mortars  from. We were gone q u i t e  a  b i t  t h a t  a f te rnoon a s  
f a r ,  and a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  because we 
were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  where they  went. W e  d i d n ' t  have 
any luck.  

Q - You d i d n ' t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have anybody, any Vietnamese wi th  you 
showing you? 

A. Showing us? 

Q- To guide you? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  i f  
we d id .  W e  were a l l  p r e t t y  t i c k e d ,  because MOSSFORD got  h i t .  

Q* Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  fe l low i n  (Exh ib i t )  P-215? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. They a l l  look t h e  same. 
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Q. Did you s e e  M I L U S  b e a t  up one? Not MILUS, b u t  LIAS? 

A. The colored  guy? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. This  i s  supposed t o  have been from t h a t  day, and 
I am t r y i n g  t o  p lace  where LIAS was. I d o n ' t  know, because 
he and MILUS were f r i e n d s .  But a s  f a r  a s  bea t ing  up, I d o n ' t  
know. LIAS was no t  t h e  b i g g e s t  guy i n  t h e  world. He was 
smal l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I suppose i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  they d i d ,  b u t  
a s  f a r  as I know he  d i d n ' t .  I n  f a c t ,  I c a n ' t  remember who 
was on p a t r o l .  

Q - Did you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  conducted on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. I j u s t  knew t h e r e  was one on t h i s  Lieutenant  
CALLEY. 

0 
r-
OJ 

Q I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  I mean whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  
Vietnam? 

8 
CV 

A. NO, no. 

Q. I wonder i f  you heard an o rde r  any t ime t o  s t o p
t h e  burning of v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  one when 
we--because I know we d i d n ' t  burn Co Lay ( 3 ) .  So i f  w e  re -
ceived it ,  I d o n ' t  know which one, we e i t h e r  burned Co Lay (1) 
o r  Co Lay ( 2 ) .  

Q You a r e  t z l k i n g  about t h e  second day now, r i g h t ?  

A. Right. I guess t h a t  i s  when t h e  o rde r  was given. 

Q You could have received t h e  o,rder on t h e  t h i r d  
day o r  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  second day. I ' m  no t  saying  when 
you rece ived  it. I wonder i f  y ~ uremember,get t ing i t ?  

A. I remember something about d o n ' t  burn any more 
v i l l a g e s  o r  hootches,  
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember when it was? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t  burn any v i l l a g e s  back on t h e  way 
back, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w3 d i d n ' t .  

Q Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  ques t ioned on t h i s  
opera t ion  whi le  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

& - Did you have a camera? 

No. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20? 

A. No. 

S O  Nothing back i n  t h e  f i r e  base? 

A, No. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any problem with marijuana? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  
o r  PW1s dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I didn I t  s e e  any t o  be very honest .  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  ARVN o r  t h e  so -ca l l ed  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any of them, There may have been some on t h e  beach, 
but I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. How long were you w i t h  B Company? 

A. I was t h e r e  t h r e e  and a h a l f  months u n t i l  I was h i t .  

Q. I g o t  t h e  impression you were n o t  t h e r e  too  long. 
Where were you h i t ?  

A .  In t h e  hand, through t h e  hand, t h e  shoulder ,  t h e  
arm, t h e  l eg .  

Q. What d a t e  was t h i s ?  
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A. Apr i l  29.  

Q. And were you evacuated back t o  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. No, I went t o  Chu Lai,  and from t h e r e  I went t o  
Japan, and from t h e r e  I went back t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  go back t o  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I wrote t o  t h e  u n i t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who I 
wrote,  b u t  it may have been LUNDQUIST, and I never rece ived  
anything. I never received a  r e p l y ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know what 
happened. I met somebody when I was being medevaced, t o  t h e  
S t a t e s  a t  S c o t t  A i r  Force Base who t o l d  me t h a t  Captain 
MICHLES was k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  know him, but  he knew me. H e  
was i n  t h e  3d Platoon o r  something. He asked i f  I ' d  heard 
about Captain MICHLES. He s a i d  he got  sho t  down i n  t h e  
chopper, and they moved North a f t e r  I was h i t .  A s  f a r  as 
t h e  guys t h a t  I wrote  t h e r e ' s  MILLSAPS. He l i v e s  i n  Cal i -  
f o r n i a ,  and he wrote me t e l l i n g  me t o  come o u t  and s e e  him, 
b u t  I have not  heard from him s i n c e .  That was about  a yea r  
ago. 

Q. Did you know MOSSFORD d ied?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. W e  have had SGES psopls xho t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  they 
s a w  a l o t  of  bodies  over  i n  t h a t  town t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t o l d  you t h e  way I saw it, and 
t h a t  i s  t h e  way it was. I t ' s  l i k e  I s a i d ,  maybe I was t o  
t h e  r e a r  searching  and was on t h e  t r a i l .  This i s  poss ib ly  
why I d i d n ' t  see my of it. They were searching  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and I was on t he  beach, maybe t h a t  can account f o r  it. But 
t h a t  i s  t h e  way it was. I saw one dead man and one dead 
woman. 

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s ta tement  t h a t  might a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. That i s  a l ' l  t h a t  I can say .  I re-
member somebody saying t h e r e  was another  company ac ross  t h e  
r i v e r ,  and we saw a l o t  of smoke. That i s  a l l .  

Q. You never d i d  hear  anything about t h a t  u n i t  be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  
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A. No, n o t  u n t i l  I was back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  and it came 
ou t  i n  t h e  paper.  

Q- I n  o r d e r  t o  in t roduce  t h i s  a s  an e x h i b i t ,  I ' m  
going t o  w r i t e  ac ross  t h e  t o p  "Prepared by memory i n  Chicago, 
I l l i n o i s ,  on 1 4  February 1970." and I am going t o  p u t  your 
s i g n a t u r e  on it.. 

Q* 	 Do you know of anyone who had a camera? 

A. LIAS o r  LITTLE had a camera. I d o n ' t  know which 
one had t h e  camera. I t  may have been L I A S .  

Q - 	 Did he  have it on t h i s  mission? 

A. H e  was t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  of a pagoda o r  something, 
b u t  i f  he  had it on t h i s  mission,  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your testimony i n  
t h i s  case  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  except  a s  
you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

A. 	 Okay. 

(Witness signed t h e  a e r i a l  photo wi th  annotat ion 
which 	was then  received i n  evidence as Exh ib i t  P-227.) 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1455 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RUSHIN, E a r l  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  S e r g e a n t ,  
F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

S t a f f  Se rgean t  RUSHIN b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  Geneva Conventions a t  F o r t  Jackson p r i o r  
t o  l e a v i n g  f o r  Vietnam (pg. 7 )  . The MACV c a r d s ,  " ~ i n eRules" 
and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" were i s s u e d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  a t  
t h e  Arnerical's combat t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  i n  Vietnam (pg. 1 3 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM, p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  of  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n ,  gave h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  who 
passed  it on t o  t h e i r  squads.  RUSHIN d i d  n o t  reca l l  t h e  
company commander o r  WILLINGHAM g i v i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  
t o  t h e  assembled company o r  p l a t o o n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what WILLINGHAM s a i d  
i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March 1968 a t  LZ Upt igh t  (pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  
RUSHIN b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
miss ion  (pg.  11). H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WILLINGHAM mentioning 
burning t h e  v i l l a g e ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  an imals ,  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  
food s t o c k s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  From p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s  everyone knew 
t h a t  t h e  Son My a r e a  was h e a v i l y  boobytrapped and mined. 
The thought  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  P i n k v i l l e  implanted  f e a r  i n  
t h e  minds of t h e  men (pg. 1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a d ive rgence  i n  WILLINGHAM'S o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  on 
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15 March when WILLINGHAM s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were o n l y  VC i n  
t h e  a r e a  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  fie remembered t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  
m i s s i o n  encompassed c r o s s i n g  a b r i d g e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  where 
t h e y  would e n c o u n t e r  VC. The n e x t  morning t h e y  would l i n k  
up w i t h  t h e  company a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  11). There  were o n l y  
two squads  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  (pg.  11). 
3 .  B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a .  16 March. 

(1) The a s s a u l t .  

RUSHIN had been p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  s i n c e  4  March 

(pg.  5 ) .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  he  had been  a  squad l e a d e r  

(pg .  4 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM became p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  s h o r t l y  


b e f o r e  RUSHIN was a s s i g n e d  a s  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  (pg .  4 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  combat a s s a u l t e d  on t h e  second  
l i f t .  H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  doorgunners  w e r e  f i r i n g  
p r i o r  t o  l a n d i n g  (pg .  1 5 ) .  A f t e r  l a n d i n g ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  
f o l l o w i n g  a  t r a i l  e n t e r e d  a bombed o u t  v i l l a g e  on t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e .  While i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a few rounds  o f  s n i p e r  f i r e  and he  t h o u g h t  he  
r e c e i v e d  word o v e r  h i s  r a d i o  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had 
been k i l l e d  by a  booby t r ap  (pys .  1 6 ,  17)  . They r e c e i v e d  
no c a s u a l t i e s  f rom t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg.  3 0 ) .  They c o n t i n u e d  
t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  1 6 ) .  A s  t h e y  approached  
t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  h e a r d  t h a t  a second  booby t r ap  had been  
d e t o n a t e d  and t h a t  men had been  wounded (pg .  1 8 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  was a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  a s  t h i s  was h i s  normal 
l o c a t i o n  (pgs. 1 2 ,  1 8 )  . WILLINGHAM was p robab ly  w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  squad  (pg.  1 8 ) .  H e  and WILLINGHAM each  had a r a d i o  
(pg .  1 2 ) .  H i s  r a d i o  was t u n e d  t o  t h e  company n e t  (pgs .  1 9 ,  
4 2 ) .  P r i o r  t o  r e a c h i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  he  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
approaches  were prepped  w i t h  a few m o r t a r  rounds  (pg .  1 8 ) .  
S i n c e  RUSHIN was i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  he  c o u l d  n o t  
s e e  what went on a t  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e .  H e  h e a r d  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  f i r i n g  and  p o s s i b l y  hand- 
g renades  e x p l o d i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  h i s  f r o n t  ( p g s .  1 9 ,  2 1 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  immedia te ly  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  opening  up (pg . 4 1 )  . The v i l l a g e  was a b o u t  
50 meters s o u t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  20,  2 1 ) .  The t r a i l  o v e r  
t h e  b r i d g e  t u r n e d  s o u t h  and  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
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There was one machinegun i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  and one 
i n  t h e  r e a r  w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember 
an o r d e r  t o  send a  machinegun forward (pg. 20) . I t  was n o t  
very long a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  t h e  word o r  o r d e r  
came over  t h e  r a d i o  " d o n ' t  h u r t  t h e  women and k i d s "  (pg. 2 3 ) .  
RUSHIN conceded t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a number o f  women and 
c h i l d r e n  were h i t  b e f o r e  t h e  o r d e r  came o u t  (pg.  23) . A f t e r  
c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  w i t n e s s  fol lowed t h e  t r a i l  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg.  3 8 ) .  RUSHIN s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
see any bod ies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on 16 March n o r  d i d  he s e e  any 
on 17 March (pgs .  23, 2 4 ,  37-39, 5 6 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e r e  were a number o f  women and c h i l d r e n  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  
t r a i l  when t h e y  l e f t .  This  s u r p r i s e d  him s i n c e  t h e r e  was n o t  
supposed t o  b e  anyone i n  t h e  a r e a  e x c e p t  VC (pg.  2 3 ) .  He 
opined t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  n o t  t o  h u r t  o r  k i l l  t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  probably  came about  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  WILLINGHAM 
c a l l i n g  t h e  company commander and a d v i s i n g  him of t h e  
numerous noncombatants i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  (pg. 4 2 ) .  He remembered 
r e p o r t i n g  VC K I A ' s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  number 
( P ~ S  24, 3 7 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  o r d e r ,  t h e  shoo t ing  s topped b u t  
they  con t inued  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  hootches .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h e  squads had r e c e i v e d  f o r  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember anyone s h o o t i n g  Vietnamese t h a t  w e r e  found i n s i d e  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  The p o i n t  group probably  had some C4 o r  TNT 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  A chopper soon landed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p o s s i b l y  

b r i n g i n g  TNT (pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  it was L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BARKER'S CfC  s h i p  t h a t  landed (pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember i f  anyone g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember any more f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l though  they  d i d  
f i n d  a  boobytrap  (pg. 26) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  
o c e a n ~ o rB/4/3 burn ing  hootches on 16 March. H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
TAYLOR p icked  up a woman somewhere who w a s  f o r c e d  t o  walk 
p o i n t  f o r  ~ / 4 / 3  (pg. 28) . I t  was normal f o r  TAYLOR t o  do 
t h i s  i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  (pg. 2 9 ) .  H e  had no knowledge 
t h a t  t h e  woman w a s  raped (pg. 29 ) . 

( 2 )  Bodies i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

RUSHIN s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  reason  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  
t h e  38 VC r e p o r t e d  a s  K I A  was t h a t  t h e  b o d i e s  w e r e  away from 
t h e  t r a i l  and s i n c e  he never  g o t  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  he d i d  n o t  
see them (pg. 38) . It w a s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tk bodies  
were i n  bunkers .  However, he d i d  n o t  remember men going i n t o  
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bunkers  t o  c o u n t  b o d i e s  (pg .  3 9 ) .  When t h e  v i l l a g e  came 
i n t o  v iew,  t h e  f i r i n g  had s topped .  WILLINGHAM was t h e r e  
(pg.  3 9 ) .  WILLINGHAM d i d  n o t  t e l l  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  h e  had 
s e e n  t h e  b o d i e s ,  nor  d i d  anyone e l s e  (pgs .  4 1 ,  42) . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any wounded i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  4 2 ) .  

( 3 )  Night  l a a g e r ,  16 March. 

That  n i g h t  t h e y  s e t  up a n i g h t  ambush on a 
p o s i t i o n  s e l e c t e d  by WILLINGHAM. I t  was t h e  h i g h e s t  ground 
i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  3 5 ) .  A h e l i c o p t e r  r e s u p p l i e d  them t h a t  
n i g h t  a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  (pg .  2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l e t t i n g  o f f  a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  U.S. 
Navy b o a t s  b r i n g i n g  i n  Vietnamese d e t a i n e e s  (pg.  28) . 

b.  17 March. 

(1) A c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

0
On t h e  morning o f  17 March, RUSHIN r e c a l l e d  c-: 

t n a t  t hey  moved toward t h e  b r i d g e  and s topped .  H e  h e a r d  an  ?4 

e x p l o s i o n .  T h e i r  p o i n t  man, TAYLOR, had been wounded. Then 
they  r e c e i v e d  a  few rounds  o f  s n i p e r  f i r e  (pgs .  45,  46,  49) . 
The p l a t o o n  r e t u r n e d  f i r e  (pg.  4 9 ) .  Subsequen t ly  gunsh ips  0.Y 
s t r a f e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  miniguns and r o c k e t s .  H e  b e l i e v e d  
t h e r e  were two gunsh ips  (pg .  4 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  
number of  gunruns t h a t  t h e y  made o r  s e e i n g  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  
h e l i c o p t e r  accompanying t h e  gunsh ips  (pgs .  47, 4 8 ) .  A medevac 
s h i p  p robab ly  evacua ted  TAYLOR p r i o r  t o  t h e  g u n s h i p ' s  a r r i v a l  
(pgs .  45, 4 6 ,  4 8 ) .  Again t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  o b s e r v e  t h e  f i r e  
f i g h t  a s  h e  was i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  r e a r  (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
see TAYLOR b e f o r e  h e  was evacua ted  (pg.  4 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was a s l i c k  o r  a  medevac s h i p  (pg .  4 9 ) .  

( 2 )  Movement s o u t h .  

A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  p l a t o o n  r e j o i n e d  
t n e  company and moved s o u t h  (pgs .  49,  5 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  
a n y t h i n g  unusua l  abou t  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h e y  had a s s a u l t e d  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  a s  t hey  moved through i t  (pg .  5 0 ) .  They were n o t  
t r a v e l l i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r  (pg .  5 0 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
company CP was i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pg .  5 1 ) .  The 
company moved a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  end of t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pgs .  51 ,  
5 2 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  passed  through a number o f  u n i n h a b i t e d  
v i l l a g e s  a l o n g  t h e  way (pgs .  51 ,  5 2 ) .  They burned hoo tches  a l l  
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t h e  way down, RUSHIN be l i eved  t h a t  they had o r d e r s  t o  burn  
(pgs.  52, 53) .  He d i d  no t  see any burning t o  t h e  west  of 
B/4/3 (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  B/4/3 k i l l i n g  anyone on 
17 March (pg. 5 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember i f  B/4/3 des t royed  
bunkers t h a t  day (pg. 5 4 ) .  

(3 )  Night l a a g e r ,  1 7  March. 

Af t e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  n i g h t  de f ens ive  
p o s i t i o n ,  a  resupply  chopper came i n .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone 
g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  chopper and j o in ing  B/4/3 (pg.  5 4 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any de t a inees  a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  an  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  wi th  B/4/3 
t h a t  day (pgs .  54, 55) . 

(1) Movement nor th .  

The woman t h a t  had been walking p o i n t  remained . 

with  t h e  company overn igh t .  On 18 March B/4/3 t r a v e l l e d  nor th .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o r d e r  of march (pg. 5 8 ) .  They passed the 
br idge  which had been i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e i r  ope ra t i ons  t h e  
f i r s t  two days.  H e  d i d  n o t  remember s ee ing  any th ing  unusual  
t h e r e  (pg. 59 ) .  However, they  cont inued t o  burn.  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an o rde r  f o r  B/4/3 t o  s t o p  t h e  burning (pg. 59) . 

( 2 )  MEDCAP. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  l a t e r  h i s  p l a toon  was ordered 
t o  go up and down t h e  beach and g a t h e r  t h e  populace up and 
t a k e  them t o  a  s p e c i f i d v i l l a g e  (pg. 61) . When he a r r i v e d  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  he remembered'being t o l d  that a  MEDCAP was being 
conducted (pg. 63) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember s ee ing  t h e  medics, b u t  
he d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were flown i n  t h a t  a f t e r -  
noon (pg. 6 2 ) .  H e  remembered t h a t  some o f  the Vietnamese l e f t  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  they r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  
v i l l a g e s  (pg. 64) . 

(3 )  Night l a a g e r ,  18 March. 

Rather than  d igg ing  i n  and s l e e p i n g  i n  a  ho l e ,  
RUSHIN s l e p t  i n  a  depress ion  a g a i n s t  a  bank on h igh  ground 
(pg. 6 6 ) .  H e  v i v i d l y  remembered someone s t a t i n g  whi le  s e t t i n g  
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up their  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t o n s  t h a t  a n  a r t i l l e r y  round 
h i t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  However, h e  d i d  n o t  see a wounded woman 
who p u r p o r t e d l y  was wounded by t h e  round (pg .  6 5 ) .  When t h e  
enemy m o r t a r  rounds  h i t  i n  t h e i r  p e r i m e t e r ,  R U S H I N  was 
wounded i n  h i s  f e e t  and s i d e  (pg .  6 7 ) .  I t  was n o t  long  b e f o r e  
a medevac s h i p  evacua ted  him (pg .  6 7 ) .  H e  r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  
i n  a b o u t  a month (pg .  5)  . 
4. I N Q U I R I E S  CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

He never  k a r d  a n y t h i n g  abou t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  
made of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  members of B/4/3 a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  d i f f e r e n t  
t h a n  o t h e r s  (pg .  6 8 ) .  R U S H I N  was neve r  asked  t o  make any 
s t a t e m e n t s  nor  was he  e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a b o u t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
He never  h e a r d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  
by B / 4 / 3  o r  C/1/20. H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  69) . CJ 

. '  
5.  OTHER INFORIVIATION. 	 C-4 

a .  The o n l y  p e r s o n  who was p r e s e n t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  0 ,
G~~~~ t h e  w i t n e s s  has  d i s c u s s e d  it i s  M r .  HALL (pg .  3 ) .  N 

b .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  any problem i n  t h e  u n i t  w i t h  
mar i juana .  H e  neve r  h e a r d  of  anyone b e i n g  on m a r i j u a n a  
on o p e r a t i o n s  (pg .  70) . 

c. H e  neve r  k a r d  any rumors of  t h e  A R V N ' s ,  N a t i o n a l  
P o l i c e ,  	o r  U.S. f o r c e s  t o r t u r i n g  d e t a i n e e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  7 0 ) .  H e  d i d  h e a r  a rumor t h a t  i n t e r p r e t e r s  s h o t  t h r e e  
d e t a i n e e s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when t h i s  
p u r p o r t e d l y  o c c u r r e d  (pgs .  70 ,  71) . 

d .  H e  d i d  n o t  know of  any problem w i t h  t h e  men o f  B/4/3 
r a p i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  m o l e s t i n g  women. H e  never  h e a r d  of  any 
i n s t a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  (pg .  71) . 
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EXIIIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules'' 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
M- 3 Your Hands" -

- Black and White Photo 

P-13 Black and White Photo 

P-18 Black and White Photo 

P-21  Black and White Photo 

P-22 Black and White Photo 

-- t e  Photo 

- B l a c k  and White Photo 

Photo of My Lai 
- o ~ e r a tlon  


- 5 photo of Son MY a r ea  

6739 I1 


NOTES 
' w i t  be l ieved  he 
had been i s sued  
card  i n  Jan .  a t  
t he  combat c e n t e r  
when he t l r s t  
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. 
W i t  be l ieved  he 
was i s sued  t h i s  
ca rd  a t  t h e  combat 
c e n t e r .  
W i t  d i d  n o t  re-
cognize t h e  
i nd iv idua l .  

Wit d i d  no t  re-

cognize i nd iv idua l  

W i t  recognlzea 

only one s o l d i e r .  

W i t  d i d  no t  r e - 

cognize anyone. -
wit ala no t  r e  

cognize anyone. 

W i t  recognized CPT 
MICHLES . 
W i t  was n o t  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  
t e r r a i n .  

Ind iv idua l  happened 
t o  look l i k e  one 
of t h e i r  
i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

Oriented w i t .  

Or iented w i t .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1515 hours ,  26 January 
1970.9 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 

WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 


The next  wi tness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  E a r l  RUSHIN. 

(SSG RUSHIN was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

RCDR: P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  Se- 
. c u r i t y  number. 

A. Sergeant  E a r l  RUSHIN, , S t a f f  Ser- 

g e a n t ,  E-6. 


RCDR: Please s t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  p r e s e n t  

o rgan iza t ion ,  and duty s t a t i o n .  


A. My branch of s e r v i c e  is i n f a n t r y .  I am pre- 
s e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  For t  Benning, Georgia,  Company C ,  5 t h  


"Ba t t a l ion ,  2d Brigade,  U.S. Army Tra in ing  Center.  


COL WILSON: Before we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  inform you o f  s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  The Peers  Inqui ry  was 
d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  
S t a f f  of  t h e  Amy f o r  t h e  purpose o f  determining f a c t s  and 
f ind ings  and recommendations concerning t h e  1 6  March 1968 
My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  I t ' s  been r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h a t ,  a l s o  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  a r e a  around P i n k v i l l e .  I n  conducting 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General PEERS determined t h a t  it was 
necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  ground and 
a i r  opera t ions  of B/4/3  i n  t h e  a r e a  dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
1 6  t o  1 9  March. He t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  board,  o r  
this team as  in te rv iew team C t o  develop an i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  B/4/3 opera t ions  during t h i s  per iod .  

We a r e  only p a r t  of h i s  board.  Other members 

of  t h i s  board may come i n  dur ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I f  

s o ,  they w i l l  have the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask you ques t ions .  


Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording  is 
being used i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing  taken by 
the r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  b r i e f -
i n g  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony may be-
come a  ma t t e r  oC p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  in te rv iew,  t h e  board w i l l  fol low a 
chronological  sequence of  ques t ioning .  F i r s t ,  w e  ' 11 ask 
you a few ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g  received p r i o r  t o  move-
ment t o  Vietnam, and t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  Vietnam. 
The next  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be t h e  b r i e f i n g  which 
was given p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on 1 6  March. T h e  
next  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with the  opera-
t i o n s  on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18 and 19 March. The l a s t  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  w i l l  be about any knowledge you may have con-
cern ing  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  
i n q u i r i e s ,  o r  suppress ion  of information.  

There a r e  t h r e e  members of t h e  board and Major 
THOMAS, who is t h e  recorder .  M r .  WALSH on my r i g h t  i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  
General PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Colonel NOLL and my-
s e l f  a r e  members of General PEERS' board. We a l l  have the 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you. We have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make 
f ind ings  and recommendations. This i s  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  
the  prerogat ive  of General. PEERS. 

A. May I ask a  ques t ion  be fo re  w e  g e t  s t a r t e d ?  

Q Yes. 

A. Since t h i s  has  been I 'd say rougniy a y e a r  ago, 
you might ask me something I ' m  no t  s u r e  o f ,  because a l o t  
of th ings  I f o r g e t .  I f o r g o t  t h e  names of some people  t h a t  
were i n  my u n i t .  I can t h ink  of a l o t  of them, I remember 
t h e i r  names when I s e e  it, b u t  i f  you come o u t  with t h e  
names of a l o t  of people i n  my u n i t ,  I d o n ' t  even remember 
names. Faces I never  f o r g e t ,  b u t  names--

Q * ( In terpos ing)  Sergeant ,  l e t  me exp la in  something 
t o  you. What we want you t o  do i s  where you a r e  s u r e  of  some-
t h i n g  t o  make t h a t  c l e a r .  You d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  re-
member a name. I f  you can we 'd  l i k e  t o  have t h e  name. But where 
you a r e  not  s u r e  of something, p lease  make t h a t  c l e a r .  I f  
you a r e  g i v i n g  us information which you have heard  and d i d  
not  s e e ,  by all neans make that c l e a r .  We are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
what you know. We a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you hea rd ,  
b u t  we want t o  c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e .  We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
what you saw. If  you c a n ' t  remember names, we do have a 
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r o s t e r  which we 11 show you t h a t  maybe you can look over and 
it might b r ing  some names back t o  you. W e  do know 'a good 
b i t  about t h e  Bravo Company o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  Bravo Com- 
pany opera t ions .  I th ink  as w e  go through t h i s ,  t h i s  w i l l  
come back t o  you as  w e  d i s c u s s  i t .  But i n  going through 
t h i s  sequence, t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of i t  r e a l l y  won' t  be con-
cerned w i t h  whether you remember names o r  not .  

Have you d iscussed  this. o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone 
s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam, s i n c e  t h i s  h a s  come o u t  i n  the paper? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. Since  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
came up, a l o t  of people ask me i f  I was w i t h  t h e  11th  Brigade. 
They'd ask m e  i f  I was around t h a t  a r e a ,  which I remember t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  q u i t e  w e l l ,  and I rsmember s t a t i n g  a few 
times t h a t  I was i n  t h a t  a r e a  q u i t e  a b i t .  

But you d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  anybody t h a t  w a s  
with you a t  t h e  t ime,  i n  t h e  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  19 March t i m e  frame? 
Did you d i scuss  it wi th  anybody t h a t  was wi th  you on t h a t  
ope ra t  ion?  

Q S  

A. One person, a c i v i l i a n ,  

- Q - Who was t h a t ?  

A. W e  met on our  way h e r e ,  

Q. That  would be HALL? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  only one. 

Q- H e  was t h e  only  one you r e a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  about 
t h i s .  What was your assignment cn 1 6  March 1968, your duty 
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. On this p a r t i c u l a r  day, I can 't remember e x a c t l y  
where we were loca ted  on t h e  16ff:.. I can remember good around 
t h e  18 th  and 1 9 t h  because I was rounded on t h e  19 t h .  

Q - What was your duty p o s i t i o n  on  the 1 9 t h  when you 
were wounded? 

. A. Where we was' l oca ted  a t ?  

Q* No, what was your duty p o s i t i o n ,  your job i n  t h e  
company? 
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A. I was p la toon se rgean t .  

Q - O f  what p la toon?  

A e F i r s t  Platoon.  

Q. . F i r s t  Platoon i n  ~ / 4 / 3 ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  job? 

A. To be e x a c t ,  e x a c t  f i g u r e s ?  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  maybe 
a week. 

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q a  What d i d  you do be fo re  t h a t ?  

A. 1 was a squad l eader .  

Q .  Which squad? 

- A. Second sqaud . 
Q. What was t h e  reason you became pla toon se rgean t?  

A .  I became pla toon s e r g e a n t  when our  p la toon ser-
gean t  was k i l l e d .  

Q. Who was t h a t ?  

Q .  H e  w a s  k i l l e d  about a week be fo re  this opera t ion?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  because I know I took over  a s  pla-
toon s e r g e a n t  a f t e r  he  was k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
time he was k i l l e d .  I can remember t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  the  d a t e  
I c a n ' t  remember. I became pla toon se rgean t  a f t e r  t h a t .  I t  
could have been longer  than a week. I d o n ' t  relhember e x a c t l y .  

Q I have E x h i b i t  R-4. Back about 9 March t h e r e  was 
an E-6 by t h e  name of WYATT. 
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A. WYATT, I can remember him t o o ,  because he  was i n  
my platoon.  

A Q. WYATT was t h e  man t h a t  was k i l l e d  on ' 9  March, 

A. H e  w a s  i n  my p la toon.  

Q o  A l l  r i g h t .  There was a Thomas P. RUSSO, E - 7 ,  de-
ceased on 3 March. T h a t  would have been a couple of weeks, 
c l o s e  enough. That was fram duty t o  deceased of wounds from 
mortar  rounds, 1 3 0 5 ,  v i c i n i t y  Diem Diem, RVN. That would 
have been 1 3 0 5  of 3 March. You took over  t h e  p la toon a f t e r  
he was k i l l e d ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So you took it over  about 4 March? How long d i d  
you remain i n  t h a t  job as  p la toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, I was p la toon  s e r g e a n t  from 
t h a t  time u n t i l  I was wounded on t h e  19 th .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any-
one e l s e  had it between t h a t  t ime. 

Q. When you were wounded on the 19 th  d i d  you come 
back t o  t h e  u n i t  o r  were you evacuated? 

A. I w a s  evacuated and away I guess roughly a month. 
Then I came back and joined them f o r  a w h i l e ,  t hen  I went 
back i n  again.  

Q You went back i n  a second time? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q This t ime when you came back,  a f t e r  the first 
wound on t h e  19th, you came back a f t e r  a month, d i d  you go 
back t o  the p la toon  s e r g e a n t  job? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  even t h i n k  of h i s  name. W e  
had a new pla t6on s e r g e a n t  when I g o t  back. 

&- You w e r e n ' t  w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. No, sir.  I guess they  w e r e  probably i n  ' N m  about 
a month. Roughly a month. 

&. And you joined them i n  January? 
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  about t h e  l a s t  p a r t .  

a. January? 

A .  ' Yes , s i r ,  

Q Where were you assigned from? 

A .  You mean t h e  u n i t  I was i n  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  I was a t  F o r t  Jackson, South Carol ina.  

Q* I n  Lhe t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ?  

2. Y e s p  sir.  

Were you i n  one of t h e  t r a i n i n g  b r igades ,  o r  bat-
%2l ions ,  o r  what? 

A Y e s ,  s i r ,  t r a i n i n g  br igades .  

C - What was your job? 

A .  I was d r i l l  s e rgean t .  

Q . D r i l l  s e r g e a n t ,  drill i n s t r u c t o r ,  same th ing?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

&. When you g o t  t o  Vietnam, d i d  you go through a 
ccn-bat t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

How long? 

I would say about a couple of weeks. 

Q a Was t h e r e  any t r a i n i n g  given on t h e  methods s f  
h a : ~ d l i n gp r i s o n e r s ,  o r  VC s u s p e c t s ,  o r  noncombatants? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  s o .  
W e  l earned  a l o t  about booby t r a p s ,  a l l  of  this, b u t  t h a t  
was probably covered too .  I couldnst say f o r  s u r e .  

6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-245 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ,  back i n  t h e  
S t a t e s ,  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  Vietnam, any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention, r u l e s  of  war, t h e  Geneva Convention? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

a - Where? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  had t h a t  i n  o u r  RVN t r a i n i n g  
p r i o r  t o  going over .  We had RVN t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  going t o  
Vietnam. 

Q- Where d i d  you have t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. F o r t  Jackson, South Carol ina .  

Q. Was t h i s  mostly f i r i n g  your  weapon? What d i d  t h a t  
t r a i n i n g  c o n s i s t  o f ?  

A .  We f i r e d  t h e  M-16  r i f l e  which w e  had t o  q u a l i f y  
with and a l s o  had q u i t e  a b i t  about p a t r o l l i n g ,  ambushes, 
loading  choppers,  combat a s s a u l t s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  this. 
Mostly what it covered--they had a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  I n  t h i s  Geneva Convention l e c t u r e ,  were t h e r e  any
ca rds  passed o u t ?  

A. Not "Code of Conducts' c a r d s ,  you d o n ' t  mean? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  As a d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r ,  do 
you remember whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  w a s  a record  made of a man's 
a t tendance  a t  a Geneva Convention l e c t u r e ?  Was it e n t e r e d  
on h i s  Form 2 0 ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  because b e f o r e  I went over  I had 
a s h e e t  t h a t  s t a t e d  t h e  c l a s s e s  t h a t  I a t t ended ,  even down t o  
c h a r a c t e r  guidance. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  d i d  have a Geneva 
Convention c l a s s  on t h a t  s h e e t .  

Q. T h i s  s h e e t  wasn ' t  your Form 20 was i t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  It was one t h a t  I g o t  from t h e  company, 
on the c l a s s e s  I went t o  t h e r e  i n  the company. 

Q. Okay, Se rgean t ,  l e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h e  pe r iod  r i g h t  be- 
f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  one t h a t  you were wounded on. I be-
l i e v e  you w e r e  a t  Upt ight ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A .  When I joined t h e  un:.t? 

Q- N o ,  I'm t a l k i n g  aboat 15 March now. 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Were you a t  Uptighk? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you try t o  r,?member as b e s t  you can and g ive  
us your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what was b r i e f e d  be fo re  this opera t ion?  
What you were to  do,  who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  where it was g iven ,  
and this s o r t  o f  in fo rmat ion ,  This was f o r  t h e  coming day, 
t h e  day be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  took p lace .  Maybe some of t h e  
b r i e f i n g  was c a r r i e d  over  t h 3  nex t  morning. Think back and 
s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  what E Company, 1st Pla toon,  you w e r e  
t o l d  t o  do. A f t e r  you remember a s  much a s  you can on your 
b r i e f i n g ,  we w i  11 t e l l  you vfhat w e  understand about how it 
was t o  be conducted from t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  s t a n d p o i n t ,  n o t  from 
t h e  Bravo Company s t a n d p o i n t ,  maybe some information on 
Bravo Company. But what we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  h e r e  is 
what the  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  the  u n i t  were t o l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera-
t i o n .  Let me ask you some s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  then. Where 
w a s  t he  b r i e f i n g  conducted? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  the  b r i e f i n g  was conducted r i g h t  t h e r e  
a t  Uptight before  we l e f k  because t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  I 
S e l i e v e  w e  CA'd dswrm t h e r e  t o o ,  l i k e  we usual ly  d i d  j u s t  
about every time we went o u t .  Tha t ' s  where I b e l i e v e  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  was g iven  a t  because usua l ly  we g e t  our  b r i e f i n g  
be fo re  we l eave ,  

Q. Where a t  Uptight was t h e  b r i e f i n g  given? Was t h e  
b r i e f i n g  given i n  an abutment, o r  i n  a bunker,  o r  o u t  i n  t h e  
open? Where was it given? 

A. The b e s t  I can remember, I would say t h e  p la toon 
CP which is  a bunker,  More l i k e l y  it was given t h e r e .  

Q Who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  I would say my pla toon l eader .  

Q . Okay, maybe I should c a l l  this an o r d e r  f o r  the 
opera t ion  t h e  coming day, You say i t  was t h e  platoon l e a d e r ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  Who was t h a t ?  

A. My pla toon l eader?  That was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

a* And who d i d  he g i v e  t h e  o rde r  t o ?  

A. From t h e  b e s t  I can remember, I would say maybe 
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he had t h e  whole pla-  
toon toge the r .  They were g e t t i n g  eve ry th ing  away i n  t h e  
bunkers and everything.  I would say he probably c a l l e d  a l l  
t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  and probably gave i t  t o  them, and t o l d  us 
t o  g ive  it t o  t h e  men. Tha t ' s  t h e  way it usua l ly  was. 

Q. Who else does he usua l ly  have a t  those  meetings 
bes ides  you and t h e  squad l e a d e r s ?  Does he  have t h e  RTO and 
medics ? 

A. RTO and t h e  medic. 

Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. That would probably be about it.  

a. Doesn't  he normally have t h e  f i r e  team l e a d e r s ?  

A. I don't. b e l i e v e  so. 

Q* Do you remember t h e  time of day t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
was given? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t ,  sir.  I f  I would say  anything 
s p e c i f i c  I would maybe t e l l  a s t o r y .  

Q - What about t h e  way t h a t  he b r i e f e d ?  Did he b r i e f  
you on a map? 

A. Probably a map, sir.  Usually t h a t ' s  t h e  way we  
got  our  b r i e f i n g s ,  on a map. 

& *  What about t h e s e  o r d e r s  concerning the d e s t r u c t i o n  
of v i l l a g e s ,  burning ,  and s o  f o r t h ?  Anything s p e c i f i c  on t h a t ?  

A .  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one,  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  
because most always he  p u t  out--maybe t h e r e  would be no burn- 
i n g  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  But i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  one I d o n ' t  know whether he d i d  o r  no t .  
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Q- How about t h e  de s t ruc t i on  of animals o r  food 
s tocks ,  t h ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  anything s a i d  on t h a t  sub j ec t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  

Q- What about t he  d i spos i t i on  of  t h e  people t h a t  
l i ved  i n  this a rea ,  anything s t a t e d  about t h a t ?  

A. This p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  i t ' s  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  
c l e a r e r  now. Tha t ' s  where w e  f i r s t  went down the re .  On 
t h i s ,  I can remember something about,  i n  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  
a rea ,  i t ' s  supposed t o  be only VC i n  t h i s  area .  I remember 
.this on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  was supposed 
t o  be down the re .  

Q. This was i n  the  b r i e f i ng?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I can remember this. -

Q- What was s a i d ?  9 

3-
A. It was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was supposed t o  be only VC 0 
i n  t he  a r ea ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  c'4 

Q. What d i d  you th ink t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was down 
t h e r e ,  a s ide  from t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  area  was supposed t o  be 
VC. What kind of enemy fo rce  d id  you th ink you w e r e  going 
", h i t ?  

A ,  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t he r e  was any-
th ing put ou t  on a p a r t i c u l a r  fo rce  t h a t  was supposed t o  be 
down the re .  It could have been, I don ' t  remember. B u t  we 
had been i n  t h a t  a r ea ,  mzybe not  i n  t he  exac t  a r e a ,  b u t  down 
i n  the ~ i n k v i l l e  a rea  s o  many times t h a t  when someone spoke 
of it you'd say ,  "Oh, he r e  we go again. " It was always 
highly booby-trapped and minef ie lds .  Anyone t h a t  was 
i n  r;ly u n i t ,  i f  you would mention P inkv i l l e  it would make 
h i s  h a i r  s t and  up more o r  l e s s .  It  was j u s t  a  bad a rea .  
I ' m  s e r i ous ,  i t  was always a  bad a r ea ,  because we  'd  a l -
ways g e t  booby t r a p s  o r  something. 

a=  How many times d id  you say you had been t he r e  
before? 

A,  In the  a rea  q u i t e  a  few times. . Not the exac t  
a rea ,  bu t  down i n  that--  

APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You weren ' t n e c e s s a r i l y  persuaded
by t h e  man g iv ing  t h e  o r d e r ,  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  
was a bad a r e a ?  You knew t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  word P i n k v i l l e  always rang a b e l l  
around the u n i t .  Someone would say P i n k v i l l e ,  and it would 
j u s t  r i n g  a b e l l  wi th  everyone. 

Q Do you remember what t h e  p la toons  of t h e  com-
pany were supposed t o  do when they w e r e  CA'd i n ?  

A. Only my pla toon.  

Q- What was your p la toon supposed t o  do? 

A. W e  CA'd i n  t h e r e ;  w e  had a s p e c i a l  mission.  We 
w e r e  supposed t o  go across  this p a r t i c u l a r  b r i d g e ,  over  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4) ; and b e s t  I can 
remember, i t  was supposed t o  be a search  and des t roy  mission. 

Q - What? 

- A .  More o r  l e s s  s e a r c h  and des t roy .  T h a t ' s  the  only 
t h i n g  I can t h i n k  o f .  I can remember them say ing  they were 
supposed t o  be down t h e r e ,  VC. I can remember this. 

Q O  What about t h e  o t h e r  p la toons?  Do you remember 
w h a t  L ley  were supposed t o  do? 

A. No, sir .  They w e r e  probably t o l d  what t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  company was going t o  be doing, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  I know w e  went over  i n  our  a r e a  j u s t  our  platoon.  
W e  were supposed t o  r e j o i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company t h e r e  by 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r idge  t h e  nex t  morning. 

Q. What were the squads i n  your p la toon  supposed 
t o  do? How many squads d i d  you have? 

A. Only had two, sir. 

Q. Which squad was supposed t o  l e a d  o f f ,  which was 
t h e  l ead  squad? 

A. I would say t h e  f i r s t  squad, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it 
usua l ly  was. 

Q a  What was your normal l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  organiza t ion?  

(RUSHIN) 11 APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. When I was p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  r e a r .  

Q. Where was t h e  medic normally? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was loca ted  some p l a c e  up i n  t h e  
f i r s t  squad. 

Q Did you have any communication a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I had a r a d i o  back w i t h  me, and the 
pla toon l e a d e r  had a r a d i o  w i t h  him too.  

Q- You had two r a d i o s ?  

A. Yes, .sir.  

Q. What k i n d  of r a d i o s ?  

Q. You had a PRC-25? Did you have an e x t r a  one i n  a 
your platoon? 0 

(N 

A. W e  had two, t h e  p la toon se rgean t  had one, and the 
pla toon l e a d e r  had one, 0 

a 
Q o  Was t h i s  always? 

A. Yes, shr, It %as Like  t h a t  s i n c e  I joined t h e  
u n i t .  

Q 0 Were you on t h e  same n e t  the pla toon l e a d e r  w a s  
on? Did you t a l k  t o  h i m ?  

A,  No, s i r ,  I 5eI.i-eve w e  were on two d i f f e r e n t  
f requencies .  I t h i n k  it was two d i f f e r e n t  f requencies  be-
cause I th ink  one was on the  r e g u l a r  company n e t ,  and pro-
bab iy  one was on another  one too .  

Q Could this o t h e r  r a d i o  have been a r a d i o  be-
longing t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  mortar?  

.A, No, sir, I t  was ou r s ,  

Q *  Your p la toon l e a d e r  only had one PRC-25? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I ' v e  g o t  two e x h i b i t s  he re .  This  i s  M-2 e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules." Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t  card?  I t ' s  a pocket-
s i z e d  card. 

A ,  I be l i eve  I had this p a r t i c u l a r  card.  I th ink  
they gave this t o  us i n  'Nam. 

Q Tha t ' s  what I want t o  know. Where w e r e  you
i s s u e d  t h i s ,  do you know? 

A. I b e l i e v e  down i n  the p l a c e  we took our  couple 
weeks t r a i n i n g ,  combat cen te r .  

9- How about this one,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands,"
Exh ib i t  M - 3 ?  

A .  I th ink  we  was a l s o  given this one too.  

Q m  A t  the combat c e n t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  about the 
pre l iminary  b r i e f i n g  o r  o r d e r  now, be fo re  w e  go on t o  t h e  
opera t  ion? 

A. No, sir. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  be ing  t o l d  t h i s  
was a sea rch  and des t roy  mission? 

A. If I would say f o r  s u r e ,  I would maybe t e l l  a 
s t o r y .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what they  c a l l e d  it. 
I'm s e r i o u s ,  because I never remember t h e s e  th ings .  

Q It happened nea r ly  2 yea r s  ago and nobody's going 
t o  blame you i f  you d o n ' t  remember, bu t  I j u s t  want t o  ask 
i f  you do, that 's  the only way we can f i n d  o u t .  Do you 
remember i f  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM s a i d  anything about this 
being  a VC a r e a  and they  want t o  c l e a n  it o u t ,  go through 
and l e v e l  i t ?  

A. 
though. 
t h i s  m i  

I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e , .  it kind  o f  r i n g s  a b e l l  
I must admit  i t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  was something about 

.ss ion t h a t  seemed d i f f e r e n t  from the  r e s t ,  I admit. 
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From the  b e s t  I can remember t h e r e  seems t o  be something 
d i f f e r e n t  about it, l i k e  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was only  supposed 
t o  be VC i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  something l i k e  t h i s .  Tha t ' s  a l l  
we was supposed t o  encounter ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  w e  was expect ing ,  
is VC. 

Q I th ink  you a l s o  s a i d  they d i d n ' t  t e l l  you t o  
look o u t  about burning t h e  hootches on t h i s  one e i t h e r .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember them say ing  anything about n o t  
burning t h e  hootches e i t h e r  on t h i s  one. 

(2. Do you t h i n k  they s a i d  anything beyond t h a t ,  
saying they wanted a l l  t h e  hootches burned on this one? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q* But you j u s t  d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

(Witness g ives  nega t ive  response.  ) 

LTC NOLL: Af te r  you rece ived  t h e  b r i e f i n g  from t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r ,  was t h e r e  e v e r  a t ime when t h e  p la toon was assembled 
and t h e  platoon l e a d e r  gave t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon a rundown C3 
on the  opera t ion?  t3 

CV 
A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a t ime t h a t  he gave t o  the 
whole platoon.  0 

N 
Q. Do you r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir, I don ' t .  

& a  What about t h e  company CO, d i d  he  speak t o  the 
company before  you w e r e  picked up f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  Sergeant  RUSHIN. I want t o  go now 
t o  the  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  t h e  day of  16 March. I 'm going 
t o  do two things. One i s  we ' r e  going t o  show you t h e  con-
cept  of opera t ion ,  how b a s i c a l l y  it came o u t  from t h e  t a s k  
fo rce  s t andpo in t  on 1 6  March. Then a f t e r  Lha t  Mr. WALSH 
w i l l  g ive  you a b r i e f i n g  on an a e r i a l  photograph. H e ' s  
r e c e n t l y  r e tu rned ,  and he 's f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  
c o a s t a l  a r e a  where you a l l  were. He '11b r i e f  you on an 
a e r i a l  photograph and g i v e  you more d e t a i l e d  informat ion  
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on what could have happened from t h e  s t andpo in t  of Bravo 
Company. 

(The wi tness  was g iven  an o r i e n t a t i o n  on Exh ib i t  
MAP-4 a n d E x h i b i t  P-185.) 

Q c  
 Do you have any ques t ions  on what M r .  WALSH 

covered? 


A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether you rece ived  any f i r e  p r i o r  
t o  landing? 

A. P r i o r  t o  landing? I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir,  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q m  When you went i n ,  do you remember whether you w e r e  
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. W e  c o u l d n ' t  have been t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  because some 
was t h e r e  when we landed, I b e l i e v e .  I must have been with. 
t h e  second l i f t .  

&- And your doorgunners, were they  f i r i n g  o r  n o t  
f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  were f i r i n g .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  when you l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.,. s i r .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  gunships ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  what t h e  
gunships were doing? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q- Okay, would you desc r ibe  what occurred on 1 6  March 
when you landed? 

A*. W e l l ,  t h e  best I can remember is when w e  more o r  
less landed i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy because I would say  i t  looked 
l i k e  a v i l l a g e .  There were some houses over  t h e r e .  I can 
remember g e t t i n g  o f f  the chopper and going t o  t h e  edge of t h e  
r i c e  paddy. W e  u sua l ly  do t h i s ,  g e t  o u t  of t h e  chopper and move 
ou t  from t h e  chopper and g e t  on p o s i t i o n s ,  when t h e  chopper 

(RUSHIN) 15  APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

moved o u t ,  we  regroup and move on. That ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can 
remember about t h a t ,  

Q. A l l  r i g h t  t h e n ,  when you s t a r t e d  moving on ,  
where d i d  you go? 

A.  W e l l ,  t o  po in t  it o u t  e x a c t l y ,  I couldn'  t do 
it from t h i s  map h e r e ,  b u t  I know befo re  we g o t  t o  the 
br idge ,  we went through a v i l l a g e  a r e a  t o o  because it had 
been bombed all .  o u t .  I can remember where we rece ived  
s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a few rounds before  we g o t  t o  
the br idge .  I can remember t h i s .  Then a l s o  I heard on 
t h e  r a d i o  whi le  w e  were moving t o  t h e  b r idge  t h a t  someone 
i n  one of t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  had s tepped on a booby t r a p  
o r  something. This was a f t e r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN g o t  h i t  
because he g o t  h i t  be fo re  we g o t  down t h e r e .  He g o t  h i t  
r i g h t  a f t e r  we h i t  l and ,  i t  wasn ' t  t h a t  long,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
while .  

Q Did you s e e  ~ i e u t e n a n tCO'CHRAN when he  w a s  
wounded? 

A. No, s ir .  

Did you h e a r  t h e  explosion? 

A. I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  whether I heard the  explosion CP 
o r  not .  I may have heard  i t  over  t h e  r ad io .  It may have came 0 

€9 
over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q a Do you remember a s  you moved down toward t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  down toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  pass ing  under a g a t e  t h a t  
came over t h e  road? 

A. I know what you mean. I know e x a c t l y  what you ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about b e c a u s ~they were b u i l d i n g  those  over  m e r e .  

Q DO you remember see ing  one t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  It could have been. I ' v e  seen  s o  m&ny 
of them. 

& Do you remember moving from t h e  landing  zone t o  
a t r a i l ,  fol lowing t h e  t r a i l  through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  We b r idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- Were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  when you heard about 
Lieutenant  COCHRAN g e t t i n g  wounded, k i l l e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  si'r. I b e l i e v e  it came over  t h e  
r a d i o ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

Q. Where d i d  you say  you rece ived  this s n i p e r  f i r e  
from? 

This  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  t o o  be fo re  we  got--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Before you g o t  t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Yes, sir.  

LTC NOLL: Did i t  come over  your  l e f t  shoulder?  

A. Usually when a round is  coming, i t ' s  hard  t o  
determine what d i r e c t i o n  t h e y ' r e  coming from. I d o n ' t  know. ' 

That always amazed me whi le  I was over  t h e r e .  You h e a r  rounds 
and have no i d e a  what d i r e c t i o n  i t  came from. 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  though when you 
were g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many rounds? 

A.  There wasn ' t  many, maybe a couple of rounds. 

a.  A l l  r i g h t ,  t hen  a f t e r  t h a t ,  what happened, was 
any f i r e  r e tu rned?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I ' m  almost s u r e  there 
was because w e  never g e t  a round wi thout  someone shoot ing ,  
t h a t ' s  t r u e  whether t h e y  s e e  anything o r  not .  Someone pro-
bably d i d  f i r e ,  b u t  something l i k e  t h a t  i t ' s  more o r  less 
normal, and you never remember whether you d i d  o r  not .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  then  you moved on through t h a t  v i l l a g e  
and you moved on t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q - What happened a s  you approached t h e  br idge? 
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A .  Before we g o t  t o  t h e  br idge  we heard over  t h e  r a d i o  
t h a t  someone i n  another  p la toon g o t  h i t ,  another  booby t r a p  o r  
something. I c a n ' t  remember t h i s .  But anything about the 
b r i d g e ,  I c a n ' t  remember anything unusual about t h e  b r idge .  
I can remember p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  b r idge .  It came over 
t h e  r ad io .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what i t  s a i d ,  b u t  it was about 
someone was wounded i n  t h e  o t h e r  platoon.  

MR WALSH: Were you i n  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  column? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM was forward? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was, I ' d  s a y ,  some p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
f i r s t  squad. 

COL WILSON:  Did you have any problem c ross ing  t h e  b r idge  a s  
f a r  as  you know, a s i d e  from t h i s  one man you r e f e r r e d  t o  who 
g o t  wounded? 

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember anything s p e c i a l  about 
t h e  br idge .  I c a n ' t  remember having s p e n t  a whole l o t  of 
t ime g e t t i n g  across  it o r  anything l i k e  this. Maybe we were 
f i r e d  a t  o r  something whi le  w e  c rossed  it, I d o n ' t  remember 
anything l i k e  t h i s  happening. 

MR WALSH: Did you h e a r  any mortar f i r e ?  Did you have some 
mortars suppor t ing  you? 

A .  I can remember some rounds h i t t i n g  over  t h a t  
mound before  w e  crossed.  

Q- Were some of them duds? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I can remember t h e  mortar  rounds 
now j u s t  p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  br idge .  

Q Did t h e  mortar  p la toon  have a hard  t ime g e t t i n g  
them i n  t h e  r i g h t  p lace?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

1 8  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-245 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

COL WILSON: Were you on t h e  n e t  when Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company commander? Were you on h i s  
frequency t h e r e ?  

A. I don1t b e l i e v e  s o .  I don1t b e l i e v e  we was on 
t h e  same frequency. 

Q 0 I don t underst  and what frequency you were on. 

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  was on *e company 
frequency o r  n o t .  We had two r a d i o s  on t h e  company frequency. 
I t 's  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. We d e f i n i t e l y  had two 
r a d i o s ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  s u r e .  No doubt about t h a t  because JENKINS 
was ca r ry ing  t h a t  one. 

a. Who d id?  

A. A guy named JENKINS. 

Q Ckay you moved across  t h e  b r i d g e ,  then  what 
happened? 

A. W e  g o t  across  t h e  b r idge .  I can remember l eav ing ,  I 
t h i n k ,  about a couple men back by t h e  b r idge  as we were going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  case someone t r i e d  t o  sneak back and 
booby t r a p  i t  o r  something whi le  w e  was i n  the v i l l a g e .  I can 
remember this f o r  a f a c t .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what 
happened i n  the v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I remember t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
b i t  o f  f i r i n g  and maybe hand grenades and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  going 
o f f .  See I wasn ' t  up h e r e  on f o o t ,  I was back i n  t h e  second squad 
I can remember q u i t e  a b i t  o f  f i r i n g ,  hand grenades going o f f ,  
s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- I n  t h e  d a y l i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Who d i d  you l e a v e  back a t  the b r i d g e ,  t o  secure  
t h e  br idge?  

A .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  two men' s names, b u t  I know 
we l e f t  two men. I t h i n k  they was from t h e  second  squad. 

Q e  Back on t h e  br idge?  
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A .  Yes, sir ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  br idge .  

MR WALSH: Could MICIjENER have been one of them? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ;  he was i n  t h e  second squad. 

0 - How about WILLIAMS? 

A.  WILLIAMS could a l s o  have been one, he was i n  
t h e  second squad. 

Q *  WARNER? 

A. WARNER was i n  t h e  second squad. I don. ' t  know i f - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But you d o n ' t  remember i f  any one 
of those  were t h e  ones t h a t  guarded t h e  br idge? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  no t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Where was t h e  machinegun when you moved up to  t h e  
br idge? Was i t  back near  you? 

3 
A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  we had two machineguns because,  w e l l ,  we 0 
more o r  l e s s  had one a t t ached  t o  each squad, and I would say one 
i s  usual ly  up i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad a rea  and one i s  back i n  t h e  
second squad a r e a ,  more o r  l e s s  i n  f r o n t  and r e a r .  

:0 
.;v 

Q- When you crossed t h e  b r idge ,  d i d  you g e t  an o r d e r  
t o  send a machinegun forward, up t o  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I 

Q. Go ahead. You heard a l o t  of f i r i n g  and you s e t  
up a couple of people t o  guard t h e  b r idge ,  then moved on down 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  How f a r  away was t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It  wasn ' t  f a r  because j u s t  when we crossed  t h e  b r idge ,  
t h e  b e s t  I can remember t h e  v i l l a g e  was l e s s  than  50  meters from 
t h e  br idge .  There were more o r  l e s s  hootches and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  
I t  wasn ' t  f a r  from t h e  br idge .  

Q. Afte r  you crossed over  t h e  b r idge ,  d i d  t h e  t r a i l  go 
along s t r a i g h t  ahead f o r  a ways and then t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

(RUSHIN) APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, s i x ,  more o r  less. 

Q .  Then a f t e r  you tu rned ,  how f a r  beyond t h e  t u r n  
w e r e  t h e  hootches? 

A. There were hootches be fo re  w e  made t h e  tu rn .  
There were hootches I ' d  say roughly about 50 meters  from the  
b r idge .  F a r t h e r  than t h a t  you s t a r t  see ing  hootches on the 
l e f t .  On the r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  road t h a t  was where a couple 
of hootches looked l i k e - - i t  w a s n ' t  many, most of then  were 
on t h e  l e f t h a n d  s i d e  of t h e  road. 

Q Most of them on t h e  ocean s i d e ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

8 - Was t h e r e  a l i t t l e  c l u s t e r  of  them, k ind  of a 
v i l l a g e  l i k e ,  down t h e  road a ways o r  w e r e  they  j u s t  
s c a t t e r e d  o u t  hootches? 

A. When we f i r s t  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I would say  
more or less s c a t t e r e d ,  b u t  a s  we g o t  f a r t h e r  down, i t  seemed 
t o  be  more down i n  t h e r e  than  back up c l o s e r  t o  t h e  br idge .  
I would say t h a t .  

Q- So when you moved on ahead up t o  where t h e  
f i r i n g  was, w h a t  could you s e e ?  What was happening? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  e x a c t l y  say .  I guess someone was 
probably f i r i n g .  

.Q People running around? 

A.  Vietnamese? 

Q. Yes? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I seen  any Vietnamese a t  t h i s  
time o r  not .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  M I L U S  ope ra t ing  t h e  machinegun? 
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Q Yes? 

A.  Not i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q- Go ahead. What happened then a f t e r  you came up
forward? 

A .  I can remember it r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  a very 
long time, b u t  l i k e  t h e  word came over t h e  r a d i o  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  Vietnamese, I know. Something about "Don't harm t h e  
women; d o n ' t  harm t h e  women and c h i l d r e n , "  something l i k e  
this, because I can remember something coming over  t h e  r ad io .  
It must have been something, some except ion they was making 
t o  the  r e g u l a r  o rde r ,  I guess.  I t  was more o r  l e s s  l i k e  a 
cancel  o r  something. I can remember something t h a t  came 
ou t  a f t e r  w e  was i n  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  while. I say it w a s  
something a g a i n s t  t h e  o rde r .  Like I say,  it s t a r t e d  o f f  
t h e r e  was n o t  supposed t o  be anything i n  t h e r e  b u t  VC. We 
was expect ing them i n  t h e r e ,  and a f t e r  we go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  c a l l e d  the  CO t o  say t h e r e  was 
women and k ids  i n  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I remember g e t t i n g  t h e  
word about ,  "Don't h u r t  t h e  women and k i d s , "  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  I can remember something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. About how long a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  b r idge  and 
went i n  t h e  hootches a rea  d id  t h a t  o rde r  come through? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we were 
t h e r e  very long. It d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  a long time. 

Q. Had a l o t  of women and ch i ld ren  g o t t e n  h i t  before  
t h e  order  came through? 

A .  I t ' s  poss ib le .  A s  we moved i n  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
dead people l ay ing  around. I remember t h i s ,  I d i d n ' t .  But 
I know we l e f t  t h e r e  a l o t  of women and k i d s ,  s t and ing  
r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  when w e  l e f t .  I can remember 
t h i s  f o r  a f a c t .  I c a n ' t  remember whether t h e r e  was any 
dead people t h e r e  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any. 
I can remember t h e r e  was a l o t  of them s tanding  i n  t h e  
s t r e e t  when we l e f t ,  women and k ids .  I was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  
t h a t  many was t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e 1s n o t  supposed 
t o  be nothing here  b u t  VC. I remember we were t a l k i n g  
about t h a t .  T h a t ' s  probably t h e  word they g o t  over  the 
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r a d i o  about t h e  v i l l a g e  because it s t a r t e d  o f f  t h e r e  was n o t  
supposed t o  be anything t h e r e  b u t  VC, and then they f ind  a l l  
t h e s e  women and k ids .  T h a t ' s  probably what t h e  word was. 

Q. Do you rememker i f  t h e  o rde r  was s e n t  n o t  t o  k i l l  
any more women and ch i ld ren?  Is t h a t  what t h e  o rde r  you 
rece ived  was? 

A. I would say it was something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  
because it was more o r  l e s s  a change. I t  seemed t o  change 
t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n .  I can remember t h e r e  was a change 
when we g o t  t h a t  word down. I can remember s t a r t i n g  o f f  
saying ,  "There 's  n o t  supposed t o  be anything b u t  VC and 
here  a r e  a l l  t h e s e  women and k ids  here  on the  h i l l . "  I 
can remember something l i k e  t h a t .  "They'd b e t t e r  g e t  
t h e i r  s t u f f  toge the r . "  I can remember some wisecrack 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Who was making t h e  wisecrack? 

A.  I guess a few of t h e  men. L guess some of t h e  
men were saying t h i s  because,  l i k e  I say ,  s t a r t i n g  o f f ,  we 
was expect ing only VC i n  t h e r e .  A s  a ma t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  we was 
expect ing t o  a c t u a l l y  run i n t o  something. I f  we saw 
something we f igured  it t o  be VC, b e l i e v e  it o r  n o t ,  and we 
was expect ing them when we g o t  t h e r e .  Maybe t h a t ' s  what t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o l d  us,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t ' s  supposed t o  be 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM c a l l i n g
t h e  company commander and t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
of women and c h i l d r e n  around t h e r e  and then g e t t i n g  t h e  
o rde r  n o t  t o  k i l l  them? O r  do you remember t h e  o rde r  j u s t  
coming down changing t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  you had before?  

A. A l l  I can remember i s  g e t t i n g  t h e  word of a 
change. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  i f  he c a l l e d  him o r  no t .  He 
probably d id .  I ' m  almost su re  t h a t ' s  probably t h e  reason 
he g o t  t h e  word. He probably c a l l e d  them and t o l d  them 
because, s e e ,  up f r o n t ,  he could probably see  them, I 
guess. 

Q - But you d o n ' t  know i f  any of  them g o t  k i l l e d  
before  t h e  change? 
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A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. You s e e ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
any Vietnamese l a y i n g  around t h e  a r e a .  I c a n ' t  remember any 

Q Do you remember L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM r e p o r t i n g  any 
k i l l i n g  any VC around t h e r e ?  

A .  Like I remember r e p o r t i n g  k i l l i n g  some, I can  re-
member t h a t ,  b u t  I s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any. T h a t ' s  
funny i s n ' t  i t ?  L ike  I can remember him c a l l i n g  i n  a s t a t u s  o r  
something, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any. But I remember him 
c a l l i n g  i n  a s t a t u s .  

Q. Do you remember what you s a w  t h i s  t ime t h a t  you
hea rd  him c a l l  t h a t  i n ?  

A .  I j u s t  s e e m  t o  remember him c a l l i n g  i t  i n .  I 
don' t know why t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  I t  r i n g s  a b e l l ;  h e  w a s  
c a l l i n g  i n  a r e p o r t  of  s o  many k i l l e d  o r  something. 

Q- Do you remember how many he  c a l l e d  i n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I can remember him 
c a l l i n g  i n .  

Q- When you hea rd  t h a t ,  were you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
c u r i o u s  t o  f i n d  o u t  j u s t  how they  had g o t t e n  t h a t  body count  
o r  how they  had k i l l e d - t h o s e  VC? 

Y 

A. I guess  so .  

Q. Did you a s k  any q u e s t i o n s  o r  go t a k e  a look?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
any, any dead. I ' m  s e r i o u s ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  

Q. A f t e r  you g o t  t h e  o r d e r  changing t h e  t h i n g  t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  of  t e l l i n g  you n o t  t o  shoo t  any women and c h i l d r e n ,  
what d i d  t h e  p l a toon  do t h e n ,  s t o p  shoo t ing  a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t hey  probably d i d  because u s u a l l y  
when w e  g e t  t h e  word down f o r  something l i k e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  
u s u a l l y  ceased.  

Q. Did they con t inue  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  hootches  and 
bunkers and t h i n g s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I can remember w e  d i d  because I can 
remember t h e s e  people  coming o u t  of t h e s e  h o l e s  a l l  over  t h e  

(RUSHIN) 24 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-245 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

place ,  and people j u s t  popping u p . a l l  over t h e  p lace .  I can 
remember t h i s .  

Q Do you remember anybody shoot ing  them when they
popped up? 

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember anybody shoot ing  any. 

Q - Do you know if any of them were shot when they 
popped UP? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q *  You never heard t h a t  from anybody? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Do you know i f  anybody i n  t h e  company had any
explos ives ,  TNT o r  C-4? 

A. Probably t h e  p o i n t  squad, what w e  c a l l e d  t h e  
p o i n t  squad; t h e  t h i r d  squad, we c a l l e d  t h e  p o i n t  squad. 
They probably had some. 

Q. Were they us ing  i t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. Do you remember i f  a chopper came.in t h e r e  and 
d e l i v e r e d  some explos ives?  

A .  A chopper d id  come i n .  I remember a chopper coming 
i n  r i g h t  nea r  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  
what we g o t  now. It could have been explos ives .  Does TNT r i n g  
a b e l l ?  

Q - Do you remember b r ing ing  i n  some TNT? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re .  I t  s o r t  of  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  
l i k e  maybe a case  of TNT. 

Q Do you remember i f  it was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's 
chopper, Task Force Barker commander's chopper? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you ever  go over by t h e  ocean during t h e  course 
of  t h e  day? 
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A.  During t h e  course of t h e  day? 

Q. Yes. 

A. When we s e t  up f o r  t h e  n ight?  

Q No, before  you moved nor th ,  while you were s t i l l  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  near t h e  br idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Where d id  you spend most of t h e  day? 

A .  We spen t  most of t h e  day r i g h t  down i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  area .  

Q a 
It d i d n ' t  t ake  a l l  day t o  search t h a t  l i t t l e  

v i l l a g e ?  Can you remember where you were when you had chow 
and when you w e r e n ' t  a c t u a l l y  searching  hootches o r  anything? 

A .  I f  I can remember, we spen t  most of t h e  time r i g h t  
around i n  t h a t  hootch a rea .  I d o n ' t  remember going no f a r t h e r  
down than t h a t  hootch t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. Do you remember f ind ing  a booby t r a p ,  a couple of  
c a r t r i d g e s  rigged toge the r  wi th  a t r i p  wire of some kind. 

0 
T I  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. PI 

Q - Was anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any of t h e  VC women 
around t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  hootches? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember, sir. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was any more f i r i n g  by 
anybody during t h e  course of t h e  day, a f t e r  t h e  morning when 
you got  t h e  o rde r s?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was any more f i r i n g .  

Q. Do you remember i n  t h e  af te rnoon Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM r e p o r t i n g  k i l l i n g  some VC over by the  ocean? 

A ,  No, sir, t h i s  is one point  I d o n ' t  remember, I 
d o n ' t  remember going over t h e r e .  I remember going i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
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and I can remember spending t h e  time t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  going any f a r t h e r  than t h a t .  This  was supposed t o  happen 
f a r t h e r  down--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Right h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  
f i r s t  v i l l a g e  you went i n t o ,  j u s t  over  a r i s e  o f ' g round ,  was 
t h e  ocean. 

A. Yes, sir, it was over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
see ing  t h e  ocean. 

Q *  You never went up t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  rise and down 
t o  t h e  beach on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  Down i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  a c r o s s  
from the br idge?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember going over  t h e r e ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q A f t e r  you go t  through t h e r e  and you moved o u t  for 
t h e  n i g h t ,  where d id  you go? 

A. A s  you go back toward t h e  b r idge ,  up toward t h e  
r i g h t .  

Q. North? Up t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. I would say s o ,  back up i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  I 
would say nor th .  (Witness i n d i c a t e s  on MAP-4 .)  

Q- Were t h e r e  any hootches being burned t h a t  day? 

A. No, I don 't remember. 

Q. Did you burn t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you ran  i n t o  i n  
t h e  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remeniber burning no hootches the re .  I t ' s  
poss ib le ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember burning any. 

Q - How about when you l e f t  t h a t  a rea  around t h e  
b r idge  and moved up nor th  and s e t  up your n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ,  
d i d  you burn hootches along t h e  way t h e r e ?  

A. I don' t b e l i e v e  so.  Y 

Q - Do you remember a chopper coming i n  when you g o t  
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up nor th  where your n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  was? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. What do you remember about t h a t ?  

A. They brought i n  some food, I remember t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember i f  they brought i n  a  Vietnamese 
i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Right o f f ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  small  Navy boats  o u t  i n  
t h e  ocean br inging  i n  some Vietnamese i n  f i s h i n g  boa t s ,  
sampans? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. DO you remember anything o u t  of the  o rd ina ry  t h a t  
happened t h e r e  a s  you moved up t o  your n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  o r  dur-
ing  t h e  f i r s t  n igh t?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember anything unusual. I know we g o t  
on t h e  h ighes t  p iece  of  land t h a t  was t h e r e ,  which wasn ' t  very 
high,  and we meant t o  d i g  i n .  I can remember d igging  sand. 
Any time you brought a shove l fu l  o u t ,  a  shoveful  would f a l l  
i n .  I can remember t h a t  r e a l  good. I d o n ' t  remember no in-
t e r p r e t e r  . 
Q- Do you remember t h a t  TAYLOR took a  woman wi th  
h i m  going nor th ,  t o  use a s  a po in t?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I can remember a woman being around 
t h e r e  some place .  I c a n ' t  remember where it was, how t o  t i e  
it i n ,  b u t  I can remember a  woman t h e r e .  How we g o t  h e r  t h e r e  
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I can remember one being t h e r e  because I can 
remember g iv ing  h e r  some C-ra t ions ,  some chow. I can remem- 
b e r  t h a t .  But I c a n ' t  remember where she came from. I can 
d e f i n i t e l y  remember a  woman; I can remember j u s t  one. I can 
remember h e r  being t h e r e ,  and we g ive  her  some C ' s  b u t  I can' t 
remember where we go t  h e r  from. I d o n ' t  remember where w e  
go t  he r  from o r  where she  came from. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  o r  hear ing  of anyone raping  
he r?  
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A.  N o .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  h e r  t h e  n e x t  morning when 
you w e r e  moving down toward t h e  b r idge ,  ou t  i n  f r o n t  05 t h e  
platoon? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  sure. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  something l i k e  
t h a t  would happen some time. 

Q. Did TAYLOR usual ly  t r y  t o  f i n d  someone t o  g e t  
o u t  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of him a l i t t l e  b i t  when he was moving 
through VC country? 

A. Yes. I won' t l i e  about t h a t .  

Q Did he eve r ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  t ime or  on o t h e r  oc-
cas ions ,  pu t  a rope around them? 

A. Probably so .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any p a r t i c u l a r  
time when he had a rope around them. 

COL WILSON: Do ahy of t h e  fol lowing names sound l i k e  t h e  1st 
Platoon : COCHRAI\T, WILBURN , CANTU, HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY , 
HACHEN, GUNTA? 

A.  Don't  r i n g  no b e l l s .  This COCHRAN sounds 
f a m i l i a r  but--

T h a t ' s  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

But I d o n ' t  know i f  h e ' s  i n  my pla toon.  

Q- T h a t ' s  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. None of t h e  o the r s?  
CANTU? 

A. I don' t be l i eve  so. CANTU sounds f a m i l i a r  t o o ,  
b u t  I don' t b e l i e v e  he was i n  my pla toon.  

Q T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  know, i f  any of t h e s e  
people were i n  your platoon : GUNTA, HACHEN, SHIFLEY, TRAVERSA, 
HITCHMAN? 

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were i n  my pla toon.  
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Q .  Those were a l l  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  were repor ted  
from Bravo Company on 16 March. And none of them were i n  t h e  
1st Platoon. Who i s  t h i s  man t h a t  go t  h u r t  down a t  t h e  bridg,e? 

A .  That happened t h e  18th .  

Q I t  wasn ' t  t h e  16th? 

A .  The day t h a t  we came back down, 16th ,  17 th ,  it 
must have been t h e  17th ,  t h e  day t h a t  we l e f t  t h e  company 
commander down by t h e  br idge .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have any c a s u a l t i e s  from the  s n i p e r  
f i r e  on t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  you s a i d  came from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. What's your p o s i t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  your l o c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  platoon when t h e  platoon i s  searching  o u t  a hamlet? Where 
a r e  you? Are you wi th  t h e  p la toon l eader  o r  a r e  you i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n ?  

3-
rl 

A .  When we ' re  checking a v i l l a g e ?  Cr3 

Q. Yes, when y o u ' r e  searching  a v i l l a g e ?  Where was 
your  normal loca t ion?  You're behind t h e  p la toon i n  t h e  0 

column, b u t  what 's  your l o c a t i o n  when your s t a r t  searching  t h e  @J 

v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  probably up c l o s e  around t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  
some place.  It depends on what type of v i l l a g e  it is .  I f  
they have go t  hootches and everyth ing  on both s i d e s ,  w e  may 
s p l i t  up and have one squad check one s i d e  and one squad check 
t h e  o the r .  

Q- But you say normally you a r e  where? 

A. I n  t h e  formation I ' m  i n  the  second squad a r e a .  

Q No, no t  i n  t h e  formation, a f t e r  you s t a r t  seach-
ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

A .  Afte r  we s t a r t  searching  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  usua l ly  I ' m  
up around t h e  piatoon l e a d e r  some place ,  up i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q. The platoon l e a d e r ,  then ,  b r ings  h i s  command group 
kind of toge the r?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now. When a v i l l a g e  i s  t o  be searched, 
how does t h e  1st Platoon break o u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
search  t o  t h e  squads? You had t w c  squads,  how d i d  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM t e l l  them t o  search t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  I ' m  speaking 
of 15 March. 

A .  I r e a l l y  d o n l t  know, sir .  I can remember w e  went 
i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  There d i d n ' t  seem t o  be anything s t and ing ,  
l i k e  a hootch o r  anything. There could have been because 
when w e  g o t  a l l  t h e s e  people o u t  of t h e i r  h o l e s ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
nothing l e f t ,  be l i eve  it o r  n o t ,  wasn ' t  anything s tanding .  
We've been going over t h a t  over and over  aga in ,  I guess,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember anything s tanding .  

Q. W e l l ,  now, t h e s e  could have been temporary, any-
t h i n g  wi th  a thatched roof on it is  a s h e l t e r ,  a hootch. I f  
you had t h i s  many people l i v i n g  around an a r e a ,  s u r e l y  t h e y ' r e  
n o t  a l l  l i v i n g  on t h e  ground. There must have been some in-
habi ted  s t r u c t u r e s  above t h e  ground no mat ter  how f l imsy they  
were. The v i l l a g e  has been descr ibed  a s  being searched.  What 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  what s o r t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given 
t o  t h e  squads when they were t o  sea rch  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  you 
moved i n  t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q- What's normal? 

A. Normally they  would say: " F i r s t  squad, I want you 
t o  search  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  road,  search  t h e  hootches up 
t h i s  way, and second squad I want you t o  search  on the  r i g h t  
hand s i d e .  Machineguns I want you t o  s i t  up h e r e  a t  t h e  v i l -  
l age ,  " and you know maybe someone would t r y  t o  come i n ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  But I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  was given t h a t  par- 
t i c u l a r  order .  

Q*. You d i d n ' t  see  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  g iv ing  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  i n s t r u c t i o n  on searching  t h i s  a rea?  

A.  I couldn ' t say. 
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Q You were normally organized  i n t o  two squads .  A t  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e s e  two squads were s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  what 
w a s  t h e  p o i n t  doing? I 

A .  I would say s e a r c h i n g  t o o .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
we s p l i t  them up and had some w i t h  each squad s e a r c h i n g  o r  
he may j u s t  have them j o i n  i n  w i t h  one of  t h e  o t h e r  squads on 
one s i d e  o r  something. 

Q Do it e i t h e r  way, t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. I t ' s  done e i t h e r  way normally.  Was t h e  p o i n t  
group normally j u s t  t u n n e l  r a t s  o r  do you have t u n n e l  r a t s  
wi th  each squad? 

Q We d i d n ' t  have any r e g u l a r  des igna t ed  t u n n e l  r a t s ,  
b e l i e v e  it o r  n o t .  I was even a t unne l  r a t  u n t i l  t hey  made 
m e  s t o p  going i n  t h e r e .  

e0 
r t  

Q A s  a r u l e ,  when you w e r e  a squad l e a d e r  b e f o r e  t-9 
you took over  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ' s  job ,  and you sea rched  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you were g iven  a s e c t o r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what 
method d i d  t hey  use t o  g ive  you t h e  s e c t o r ,  your  des igna t ed  0 

N 
s e c t o r  t o  s ea rch .  How d i d  you t e l l  your  squad t o  s ea rch?  

A. How d i d  I t e l l  mi; squad t o  s e a r c h ?  

Q What d i d  you t e l l  them t o  do? Did you d i v i d e  
them up o r  a l l  of them go o u t  t o g e t h e r .  o r  what? 

A .  T r y  t o  more o r  less p a i r  them o f f .  For example, 
i f  we ' r e  going t o  s e a r c h  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  I wou ldn ' t  s a y ,  "We're 
going t o  s e a r c h  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  " That I s  s e n s e l e s s ,  t hey  
d idn '  t do it l i k e  t h a t .  I would u s u a l l y  t r y  t o  p a i r  them o f f .  
I ' d  s a y ,  "Go i n  t o  check i t ," you know, "Don't  bo th  go running 
i n  t h e r e . "  I ' d  have someone watch.  I f  someone messed up l i k e  
t h a t ,  go b u s t i n g  i n  a p l a c e ,  no t e l l i n g  what might happen. 

Q Did you e v e r  g e t  them i n  t h e r e  i n  l a r g e r  groups 
t h a n  two? Did you e v e r  have t h r e e  o r  f o u r  men s e a r c h i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  
o r  was it conf ined  t o  more o r  less p a i r s ?  

A. Sometimes it was more. 
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Q. Was t h e  technique t augh t  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ?  

A. I n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  they teach  it a l o t  d i f f e r -
e n t .  They more o r  l e s s  teach  everyth ing  by t h e  book. They 
would have maybe one squad searching  and one suppor t ing  o r  
something. They even break it down t h a t  f a r  and say t r y  t o  
s e a l  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f f ,  maybe someone s e t t i n g  up on t h e  f a r  
end of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  both ends of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  keeping any-
one from coming i n  o r  going ou t .  They p u t  it r e a l  p r e t t y  
l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  s e t  it up l i k e  that--because i f  
you ' re  going t o  s e t  up on t h e  f a r  end, you've g o t  t o  go through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  o rde r  t o  s e t  up on t h e  f a r  end. A s  you ' r e  
going through they  see  you coming through, and they a r e  going t o  
be a l l  gone o u t  t h e  f a r  end. 

Q. With your squad, before  you took over  as platoon 
se rgean t ,  d i d  you break your p a i r s  o u t  t h e  same each time? I 
mean d i d  you normally l e t  t h e  two men work toge the r  t h a t  work-
ed t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  time, o r  d i d  you s p l i t  them up, o r  what? 

A. I d i d n ' t  break them down no c e r t a i n  way. I mean 
n o t  every t i m e ,  a c e r t a i n  way, no t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  I may j u s t  
say ,  "You two s t i c k  t o g e t h e r , "  l i k e  t h i s ,  n o t  use t h e  buddy 
system o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  breakdown was of your 
squad, how your p a i r s  p a i r e d  o f f  normally? 

A. No, sir,  n o t  by name. When I joined t h e  u n i t  I 
more or  l e s s  broke my squad down i n t o  two teams, because a t  
t h a t  time we had two who were supposed t o  be team l e a d e r s  
when they f i r s t  joined t h e  u n i t .  I remember they  d i d n ' t  have 
it t o o  organized l i k e  I would have had it organized.  When 
they assigned me a squad, and i f  w e  had someone i n  t h e r e  who 
was supposed t o  be a team l e a d e r ,  I would s t a r t  asking who was 
i n  what team, and no one knew. They was a l l  more o r  l e s s  a 
group. So I can remember breaking  it down and say,  "Well, 
t h e s e  men he re  a r e  your team, and t h e s e  a r e  your team. You're 
on Bravo team, and you ' re  on Alpha team." I remember breaking 
it down when I joined t h e  company. When I go t  t h e r e  it wasn ' t ,  
they had it t h e  o the r  way and always worked o u t  good, bu t  it 
d i d n ' t  seem organized enough f o r  me. I can remember breaking 
it down. I n  my squad I had two teams broken down. 

Q And you normally had a machinegun with you? 

(RUSHIN) 33 APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

-

Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And you l e t  t h e  machinegun personnel  sea rch  a l s o ,  
o r  d i d  you alway have them i n  a f i r i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  prepared t o  
support?  

A. Most of t h e  time we se t  the  machinegun up and l e f t  
t h e  machinegun s e t  up and l e t  t h e  o t h e r s  search.  

Q. So t h e  machinegun squad had no sea rch  respons ib i -  
l i t i e s ?  

A. I f  I say  they never searched,  I ' d  probably t e l l  a 
s t o r y .  

Q- I mean normally. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  normally they  would be s e t t i n g  up. 

Q. You mentioned t h a t  a chopper came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
you mean r i g h t  by t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on 16 March, and 
poss ib ly  brought some demoli t ion i n .  

A. W e l l ,  I would say i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b e l i e v e  i t  o r  
n o t ,  because it was a b i g  a rea .  I say t h a t  t h e r e  could have 
been some s t r u c t u r e s  s t and ing  around t h e  a r e a .  There could have 
been, b u t  t h e r e  was s o  many down t h a t  maybe I took f o r  g ran ted  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  any s tanding .  But he landed r i g h t  down i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I can remember t h i s .  

Q. Nobody g o t  o f f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember anybody g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  chopper. 

Q. The one t k i n g  I was concerned about ,  d i d  you
t h i n k  it was unusual t o  move from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  bridge-- 

A.  ( In terpos ing)  I n  more o r  l e s s  a colurnn? 

Q .  No, w e l l ,  a l l  r ight--  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I mean a f i l e  more o r  less. 


Q- Did you t h i n k  i t  unusual? I 'm  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  down 
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t o  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day when you moved nor th .  

A. I thought you was thinking--

Q b  ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  go back t o  what you
thought  I was t a l k i n g  about ,  what d i d  you t h i n k  I was t a l k i n g  
about? 

A .  I thought you were going t o  say  d i d  I th ink  it 
unusual t o  be going through a v i l l a g e ,  t o  s e a r c h ,  i n  more o r  
less a f i l e  formation,  almost one behind t h e  o t h e r .  I thought 
t h a t  was what you was f i x i n g  t o  say.  I f  t h a t ' s  what you s a i d ,  
i t  does seem q u i t e  c razy ,  b e l i e v e  it o r  not .  W e  went i n  more 
o r  l e s s  a f i l e  formation a l o t  of  t imes ,  we found t h a t  it 
k e p t  people from s tepp ing  on booby t r a p s  a s  much, t o  g e t  a l l  
s c a t t e r e d  ou t .  

Q m  I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
way you went i n .  

A. Tha t ' s  more o r  l e s s  t h e  way w e  went i n .  

Q I n  a . column? 

A. W e  t r a v e l e d  mostly t h a t  way over  t h e r e  because 
every time w e  spread  o u t ,  w e l l ,  w e  h i t  a l o t  more booby t r a p s  
t h a t  way. Bel ieve  it o r  n o t ,  we t r a v e l e d  more o r  l e s s  i n  a 
column. 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g &  t h a t  n i g h t  and went 
back n o r t h  and p u t  your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  up t h e r e ,  
do you know why you went up t h e r e  t o  those  n i g h t  defensive 
p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. I th ink  they c a l l  it s e t t i n g  up an ambush, I be-
l i e v e .  But I f i g u r e d  it t o  be more o r  l e s s  a p lace  t o  s t a y  
u n t i l  t h e  next  morning. 

a. Who s e l e c t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  s e t t i n g  up t h e  am-
bush? 

A. The p la toon l e a d e r ,  because w e  took t h e  h i g h e s t  
p iece  of  ground we could f i n d  up i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q W e l l ,  now, from your s t andpo in t  what was t h e  cri-
t i c a l  p iece  of t e r r a i n  over  on t h a t  t i p ?  

A. The most c r i t i c a l  p iece  of t e r r a i n ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. You mean t h e  b r idge  maybe? 

Q Tha t ' s  what I mean. 

A. W e  should have set  up an ambush t h e r e  by t h e  br idge .  

Q That 's what I was th inking .  

A. That is something t o  th ink  about. 

Q It 's  easy  t o  backsea t ,  I mean Monday-morning
quarterback,  I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  But t h e  b r idge  was important  t o  
secure  i f  t h e  company's coming over  it. Why go away from t h e  
br idge  and leave  t h e  b r idge  open s o  t h a t  it can be prepared 
f o r  the next  morning's ope ra t ion ,  e i t h e r  going back o r  some-

0 
N 

body coming over? Did it e v e r  come up? PI 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it coming up, b u t  you d e f i n i t e l y  
have a p o i n t  t h e r e  because we were supposed t o  meet t h e  com- a 

CV 
pany back down on t h a t  br idge  t h e  next  morning. They w e r e  
supposed t o  come across  and someone should have been watching 
t h e  br idge.  

& Nobody was l e f t  back t h e r e  t o  secure  t h a t  br idge?  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not from my pla toon,  because t h e  whole p la toon 
was t h e r e  when we s e t  up. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  company had. I 
don ' t th ink  they  d i d  e i t h e r  because they weren ' t  down t h a t  
f a r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  That i s  a good p o i n t .  I never thought of 
t h a t .  

Q Let me go over  a couple o r  t h r e e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were 
rendered t h a t  day and s e e  i f  it br ings  anything t o  mind. 
These r e p o r t s  a r e  a l l  from t h e  11 th  Brigade log  of  16 March. 
T h a t ' s  Exh ib i t  M-46, A n  i n c i d e n t  was repor ted  a t  0845 wi th  
one KIA and four  wounded i n  a c t i o n .  That was t h e  group t h a t  

(RUSHIN) 36 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-245 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Lieutenant  COCHRAN was w i t h .  That was 0845. The next  r e p o r t  
which was 0930 and t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  wounded. This is t h e  
second group t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r .  And they were 
dusted o f f  a t  0943 .  Now from t h e  1st Platoon a r e a  came a re-
p o r t  of 1 2  VC K I A  a t  0955. The next  r e p o r t  from t h e  1st Pla-
toon a r e a ,  same coordina tes ,  was 1 8  VC K I A  a t  1025. And then  
the next  r e p o r t  with coordinates n o t  r e a l l y  over 100 meters 
d i f f e r e n t ,  very c l o s e ,  was 8 VC K I A .  That r e p o r t  came a t  1420. 
These r e p o r t s  g ive  t h e  VC K I A  i n  t h e  1st Platoon a r e a  a s  3 8  
body count.  Did you hea r  any of  those  r e p o r t s .  Did you h e a r  
any of  those  r e p o r t s  being rendered t o  t h e  company commander 
from your platoon l eader?  

A. I can remember, a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I can remember 
r epor t ing  some k i l l e d ,  K I A .  What seemed funny i s  I d o n ' t  re-
member see ing  any. I can remember him c a l l i n g  i n  a r e p o r t ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any. 

Q- These logs  sometimes can be i n  e r r o r .  This a c t u a l l y  
came from Task Force Barker up t o  b r igade  which means i t  had 
t o  come from t h e  company commander. But it even tua l ly  g o t  
back t o  t h e  br igade i n  this f a sh ion .  Now, about previous body 
count r e p o r t s .  I n  most cases  wherever you 've heard  of body 
counts  being given from t h e  p la toon  t o  t h e  company commander, 
have you seen  t h e  bodies? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I'm p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q. While you were p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  now, d i d  you see 
s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  gave a r e p o r t  t o  the 
company commander that i t  was 5 o r  10 VC K I A  and you saw those  
bodies ,  5 o r  10 bodies? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now when you were a squad l e a d e r  and you come up 
with a body count ,  d i d  you v e r i f y  t h a t  body count  o r  d i d  you 
accept  i t  from t h e  people i n  your squad? 

A. When I gave a  body count ,  I saw t h e  bodies .  I 
c a n ' t  remember bodies  r e a l l y ,  b u t  when I gave a r e p o r t  of s o  
many k i l l e d ,  I a c t u a l l y  saw them. 

T h i s  is a  p r e t t y  h igh  body count f o r  a l a t e  morning 
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o r  e a r l y  a f te rnoon opera t ion ,  t o  walk through t h e  a r e a  and 
n o t  t o  s e e  any bodies .  

A. It i s  a l o t  o f  bodies .  

MR WALSH: Do you t h i n k  t h a t  you walked through t h e  a r e a  
where people w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Where people w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

Q .  Y e s .  

A .  You mean a l l  up i n  through t h e  a r e a ,  no,  sir. I 
d i d n ' t  go a l l  through t h e r e  l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember go-
i n g  very f a r  o f f  t h e  road when I g o t  up t h e r e ,  r e a l l y ,  

Q. We've g o t  a r e p o r t  h e r e  of 3 8  VC being k i l l e d ,  
b u t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies .  Now t h e r e  can be two explan-
a t i o n s .  E i t h e r  t h e r e  weren ' t  any VC k i l l e d ,  o r  you d idn '  t 
go where they  were k i l l e d .  

A. That ' s  poss ib le .  

Q e  Now I want t o  know i f  both of t h o s e  a r e  p o s s i b l e  
o r  i f  one of them i s n ' t  poss ib le .  

A .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  That could be c o r r e c t .  I d i d n ' t  see 
them, because I d idn '  t go a11 up through t h e  a rea ;  t h a t ' s  
f o r  su re .  

Q What a reas  d i d n ' t  you go i n t o  t h a t  o t h e r  people 
i n  t h e  platoon d i d  go i n t o ?  

A. A s  b e s t  I can remember I s tayed more o r  l e s s  on 
t h e  t r a i l  going up i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  someone was k i l l e d  
they had t o  be o f f  t h e  road because I d o n ' t  remember see ing  
it, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  They could have been o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and 
I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 

Q- Well, how f a r  south  along t h a t  t r a i l  d i d  the 
p o i n t  people o r  o t h e r  people go? Did they go down a ways, 
down t h a t  c o a s t ?  O r  d i d  everybody s t a y  p r e t t y  c l o s e  around 
that village? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, everyone s t ayed  p r e t t y  

c l o s e  around t h a t  v i l l a g e  because usua l ly  we d o n ' t  g e t  s t r u n g  

o u t  very f a r ,  l i k e  one way down t h e  t r a i l  and th ings .  You 

g e t  messed up t h a t  way. 


Q. I f  we assume t h a t  t h e r e  were 38  people k i l l e d ,  
according t o  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  they  weren ' t  around t h e  a reas  t h a t  
you were, s o  what o t h e r  a reas  could they  have been? 

A. They were a l l  up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  because from 
t h e  b e s t  I can p i c t u r e  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  i t  d i d n ' t  seem t h a t  l a r g e  
t o  me, it didn 't seem very l a r g e .  Most of t h e  bombed-out 
hootches was on t h e  lef t -hand s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  There may 
have been a few s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  right-hand s i d e .  Most every- 
t h i n g  seemed t o  be t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  t r a i l .  I can remember 
t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  seemed t o  be t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  
of t h e  t r a i l  a s  we were walking through it. I c a n ' t  remember 
very much on t h e  right-hand s i d e .  There were a few s c a t t e r e d  
h e r e  and t h e r e  b u t  most o f  them seemed t o  be on t h e  l e f t  of 
the t r a i l .  

COL WILSON: Could t h e s e  bodies  have been i n  the bunkers? 

A. It 's poss ib le .  

Q Who would have counted them i f  they  were i n  t h e  0 

bunkers? Who went down i n  t h e  bunkers t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember any men go down i n t o  them, b u t  
i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  some d i d  go down i n t o  them because,  a s  I s a i d ,  
be fo re  we came across  t h e  b r idge ,  we p u t  two men by t h e  
b r idge .  I can remember t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a f i r e  and maybe gre- 
nades o r  something l i k e  t h i s  going o f f  up f r o n t ,  b u t  from 
where I w a s  l o c a t e d  a t ,  more o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  what was going on up a t  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
p la toon,  b e l i e v e  it o r  no t .  When I d i d ,  when we d i d  c lose  it 
up more o r  something, when I g o t  around up where I could 
a c t u a l l y  see t h e  people,  I would say  t h e  f i r i n g  had stopped. 
A s  b e s t  I can remember, I c a n ' t  remember any f i r i n g  going on 
t h e n ,  when I g o t  around up i n  t h e r e .  And a l s o  a t  t h i s  t ime I 
c a n ' t  remember s e e i n g  but j u s t  a very  f e w  Vietnamese people 
defending a t  t h i s  t ime,  when I g o t  around up where I could 
see. A l l  t h e s e  people came o u t  of t h e  ho les  l a t e r .  With a l l  
t h a t  f i r i n g  going on I probably wouldn ' t  come o u t  of  t h e  h o l e  
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n e i t h e r .  But a s  I say I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  very few i f  any a t  t h e  
time. But a l l  t hese  people come o u t  a f t e r  everyth ing  had 
ceased, a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  and everyth ing  had s topped,  because I 
c a n ' t  remember a l l  t h i s  f i r i n g  going on. Maybe t h i s  i s  when 
t h e  people came o u t .  

LTC NOLL: You go t  i n  country i n  January? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM took over t h e  p la toon  e a r l y  
March? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Were you p la toon s e r g e a n t  when he  took over  the 
platoon? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I was p la toon s e r g e a n t  
when he took over  t h e  p la toon.  They had another  p la toon 
sergeant .  =I-

CV 
m

Q- H e  h a d n ' t  had t h e  p la toon t o o  long had he  when 
you went on t h i s  opera t ion?  The p o i n t  I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  a t ,  d id  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM spend a l o t  of  t ime t a l k i n g  0 
t o  you about what you might expect  on an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s ,  cl 

what you might do wi th  a set  of circumstances? I n  o t h e r  words, 
d id  you a l l  war game t h e s e  th ings  be fo re  you went ou t?  

A. I guess we more o r  l e s s  t a l k e d  about it dur ing  
t h e  time w e  were p u t t i n g  o u t  t h e  o r d e r ,  b u t  I know what you 
mean, j u s t  s i t t i n g  down and t a l k i n g  i n  genera l  about i t ,  no, 
s ir .  

Q. Did you a31 p o s i t i o n  yourselves such t h a t  one of 
you had every p a r t  of t h i s  p la toon i n  your h i p  pocket? In  
o t h e r  words, d i d  h e  have c o n t r o l  of  t h e  p la toon?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  because with me being back i n  t h e  second 
squad a r e a ,  which is i n  t h e  r e a r  of our  p la toon,  and he up i n  
t h e  f i r s t  squad a r e a ,  i t  j u s t  about covered what was qoing on 
over  our  p la toon,  b e l i e v e  it o r  not .  

Q W e l l ,  when you came around, g o t  up t o  where you 
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could s e e  those  people,  d i d  you s e e  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
d i r e c t i n g  t r a f f i c  up t h e r e  o r  do you remember? 

A- I.don1t remember b u t  he was up i n  t h a t  a r e a  when 
I go t  around t h e r e .  I know t h a t  f o r  a f a c t  because he was 
r i g h t  up on the t r a i l  when I f i n a l l y  g o t  around from t h e  r e a r .  

& a  Did yon hear any h o s t i l e  f i r e  before  the platoon 
opened up? I assume t h a t  t h e  p la toon was f i r i n g .  

A. Yes, sir ,  I know i t  was. 

Q- D i d  you h e a r  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  because i f  they  had,  I 
would remember t h a t ,  and I don' t remember any. 

Q- How long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  up t h e r e  from t h e  
t i m e  that you s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  u n t i l  you a r r i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. It's hard  t o  say  because I j u s t  d i d n ' t  go r i g h t  
on up t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  because i f  anyone else had been f i r i n g  a t  
us usua l ly  you could t e l l ,  because you could h e a r  b u l l e t s  
going a c r o s s ,  and I d o n ' t  remember t h e r e  be ing  any going over .  

Q =  Was t h e r e  one machinegun up f r o n t  and one machinegun 
in the r e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A t  t h a t  t ime I d o n ' t  remember going 
s t r a i g h t  up t o  the f r o n t .  I know I d i d n ' t  because two men 
were posted i n  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  br idge  and most of  t h e  second 
squad was back t h e r e  i n  t h e  rear too .  A t  t h i s  t ime everyone 
wasn ' t  up f r o n t .  S t i l l  more o r  less i n  f i l e  o r  column. 

Q Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM make i t  a p r a c t i c e  of 
t e l l i n g  you every th ing  t h a t  he knew about  t h e  p la toon oper-
a t i o n ?  In  o t h e r  words, i f  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM was walking 
around t h i s  a r e a  and see ing  bod ies ,  would h e  have t o l d  you 
t h a t  morning? 

A. I would say s o .  

a- Did he t e l l  you about any bodies?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  m e  about any. 
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(E What about anyone e l s e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  No one e l s e  t o l d  me about any. 

COL WILSON: Did you s e e  any wounded i n  t h e  area?  

A. .I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any wounded. 

Q. Was your medic w i t h  you around t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
was he out  doing something? 

A. H e  was d e f i n i t e l y  wi th  t h e  p la toon,  but  I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  where he was loca ted  wi th in  t h e  platoon.  

Q- Ever s e e  him t h a t  day, t a l k i n g  t o  him? 

A. I guess so , - sir. 

Q *  But nothing p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. No, sir.  

LTC NOLL: Did you s t a y  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r a d i o  and h e a r  
most of t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  from Captain MICHLES dur ing  t h e  16 th ,  
during the d a y l i g h t  hours? 

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t say s o  because the  RTO t h a t  
had t h e  second r a d i o  d i d n ' t  have no speakers  s o  you could 
hear .  H e  more o r  l e s s  k e p t  it hooked up on t h e  web g e a r  o r  
something c lose  t o  h i s  e a r  s o  he could h e a r  anything. Any-
t h i n g  happened, he more o r  l e s s  g ive  you t h e  word because a t  
the time t h a t  someone go t  h u r t  i n  t h e  a t h e r  p la toon,  t h a t ' s  
how I g o t  t h e  word about t h a t  a l s o .  Overhearing a r a d i o  t r ans -
mission t h a t  come from t h e  p la toon t h a t  someone g o t  wounded 
i n  and t h a t  I s  t h e  way w e  g o t  t h e  word. 

COL WILSON: You must have been on t h e  company n e t ?  

A .  Must have been. 

Q- You could have rece ived  t h e  t ransmiss ion  from t h e  
platoon t o  t h e  company o r  you could have received t h e  t rans-
miss ion  f r o m  t h e  company commander r epor t ing  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
t o  the  t a s k  force .  I f  he  r epor ted  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  t h e  t a s k  
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f o r c e  he could probably g ive  t h e  c a s u a l t y ' s  l i n e  number. I f  
the casua l ty  was repor ted  by p la toon i t  would probably be by 
name. If you knew it was Lieutenant  COCHRAN you probably 
heard a t ransmission from one of t h e  platoons t o  the company 
commander, i f  you heard  h i s  name. It could have been e i t h e r  
way, 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  w e  w e r e  on two f requencies  o r  n o t ,  
I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  

Q Well, now, on the  b a s i s  of t h i s  movement of junks
coming i n ,  you d o n ' t  remember t h e  Navy boa t s  b r ing ing  t h e  
junks i n ?  You don' t remember any i n t e r p r e t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of the 16th? Do you r e c a l l  whether you had 
any Vietnamese i n  your per imeter ,  i n s i d e  your per imeter  that 
n igh t?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  lady was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  this lady 
that I can remember g iv ing  C-rations t o .  

. . 
9. Anybody bes ides  her? 

A. I don' t r e m e h e r .  

Q. You looked a l i t t l e  puzzled a minute ago when I 
s a i d  a couple of th ings .  D i d  I szy  s c x e t h i ~ l ;t h a t  was in-
c o r r e c t ?  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  Navy b o a t s ,  do you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember no Navy boa t s .  
.-
Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  some junks coming i n  wi th  Vietnamese 
g e t t i n g  o f f  of them? 

A. NO, s i x .  

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an i n t e r p r e t e r  be ing  brought
in? 

A.  NO,  sir. 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  more than one Vietnamese being
i n  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evening? 

A. That ' s  the only one I can t h i n k  o f .  I remember 

(RUSKIN) 43 APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h e  choppers coming i n  and br inging  i n  t h e  C-rations.  I d o n ' t  
remember those sampans, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

(1 I ' l l  show you a couple of e x h i b i t s  he re ,  s e e  i f  
you r e c a l l  anything. Exhib i t  P-18, do you recognize anything 
i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  he was i n  our  
company. He w a s  i n  t h e  CP group wasn ' t  he? 

Q This one s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  photograph, do you r e c a l l  
him being i n  t h e  company. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you recognize any of t h e s e  people? 

A. Tlo, s i r .  

Q Do you recognize e i t h e r  one of those  men i n  Exh ib i t  
P-21, i n  uniform? 

A .  No, s i r .  c3 
C'J 

& Neither  one of them? c-9 

No, s i r .  

Haw &out those  tido on Exhibi t  P-22? 

A .  They d o n ' t  look f a m i l i a r .  I d o n ' t  f o r g e t  faces .  
I remember see ing  t h a t  p i c t u r e  some place .  

Q . A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  t u r n  t o  P-23. I 

A .  Yes, sir ,  I ' v e  seen t h a t  one some o t h e r  p lace .  

Q What do you recognize about t h a t  photograph? 

A .  I recognize him ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
'2 Man on t h e  l e f t ,  Captain MICHLES? What e l s e ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I recognize about t h a t  one, i s  
him. I remember see ing  t h a t  one some o t h e r  p l a c e  too .  
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a- Do you remember where you saw i t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q .  Do yi;u r ecogr ize  t h i s  as--

A. (Interposing) I n  a picture, in a book. It was i n  
a book, o r  a newspaper, o r  something, t h e  p i c t u r e  of  c a p t a i n  
MICHLES. I ' ve  seen  it some o t h e r  p lace .  

Q. T h i s  is P-28, do you recognize anything about t h e  
t e r r a i r , ?  

No, s ir ,  n o t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q. Do you recognize t h a t  man on P-13, t h i r d  man down 
from t h e  end? It 's  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  h i s  f a c e .  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o .  

Q - This another  photograph of him, Exh ib i t  P-3 ,  but 
i t ' s  a very poor photograph. 

A .  NO, sir. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  man on t h e  extreme l e f t  i n  
7-66? 

A. I think a t  one t ime we had an i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  
us looked l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember what he  looked l i k e .  

Q. T h i s  is  a s i d e  v i e w  of  t h e  same man, anything t h a t  
you Yecognize t h e r e ?  

A.  NO, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t  now, t h e  fol lowing day, when you broke 
your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  and began moving s o u t h ,  back 
toward t h e  b r idge  aga in ,  would you exp la in  what happened then? 

A. On our way back? 

Y e s .  

I can remember we w e r e  moving on our  way back down 
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t o  the  b r idge ,  and I can remember s topping.  I took f o r  g ran ted  
t h a t  we had go t  back down t o  t h e  b r idge .  I heard a b i g  explo- 
s i o n  go o f f .  T h a t ' s  when our  f r o n t  man g o t  h u r t .  Right a f t e r  
t h a t ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  explos ion  went of f  , I heard a few rounds 
go o f f ,  someone f i r e d  a few rounds. They weren ' t  American 
weapons e i t h e r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where they was l o c a t e d  
a t ,  t h e s e  VC o r  whatever they  were,  b u t  I can remember some-
one f i r i n g  a few rounds. Af te r  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  man had h i t  a 
booby t r a p .  Af te r  t h a t ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  we g o t  a few rounds. I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  we moved any f a r t h e r  from t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e ,  I 
can remember some gunships coming i n ,  I think, a f t e r  t h a t ,  
before  we went back down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I can remember some 
gunships f i r i n g  some be fo re  we went any f a r t h e r .  I can re-
member a dus tof f  come i n  t o  g e t  t h e  men t h a t  were wounded. 
I guess it must have come i n  be fo re  those gunships d id .  I can 
remember some gunships f i r i n g  be fo re  we went any f a r t h e r ,  I 
can remember them f i r i n g  r i g h t  over  our  heads,  it looked l i k e .  

Q. Dustoff came i n  be fo re  t h e  gunships? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know I can remem- 
b e r  some gunships coming i n  f o r  s u r e  because they h i t  i n  t h e  
water.  

Q. Were you s t i l l  i n  a column coming down from t h e  
nor th  when t h e  p o i n t  man was wounded? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On the  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did you observe this man being wounded o r  could 
you s e e  him? 

A. I couldn' t s e e  him. 

Q. A l l  you could do was h e a r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And you heard  some f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q* Did you go forward o r  d i d  you s t a y  back t h e r e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I moved forward wi th  t h e  column, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember making it up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q- Did you observe TAYLOR at any time before he w a s  
evacuated? 

A. NO, sir.  

a - Did you s e e  where he  was h i t ,  where the booby 
t r a p  was de tonated ,  o r  mine? 

A. Not u n t i l  w e  s t a r t e d  moving forward down i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

a. Did you observe t h e  r e s t  of your company on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  they g o t  o u r  mine d e t e c t o r s  
and used t h i s  t o  come across  t h e  b r idge ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. What's t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h i s  c ross ing  t o  the 
gunships? Which was f i r s t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I don t know i f  t h e y  had a l ready come 
ac ross  t h e  br idge  when we g o t  some s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  not .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  which one came f i r s t .  

Q= How many gunships was i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  maybe a couple. 

Q. How many runs d i d  they make? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember them f i r i n g ,  you said-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d e f i n i t e l y  remember them f i r i n g  
because I can remember them l i k e  they  were f i r i n g  on t o p  of 
u s ,  it seems t o  me. Rounds cracking  and landed i n  f r o n t ,  i n  
t h e  wa te r  and knocked up much. I can remember t h i s ,  b u t  I 

4 7  APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


don ' t remember e x a c t l y  how many i t  was. 

Q. What type munitions were they f i r i n g ,  what was 
t h e  ordnance they were using? 

A. I t h i n k  they had miniguns a t t ached  t o  t h e  
chopper. 

Q. Rockets ? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I can remember they s t a r t e d  l i k e  r i g h t  
up over us.  

a *  You d o n ' t  remember t h e  number of passes?  

A. No, sir. 

a .  Do you remember w i t h  t h e s e  gunships whether t h e r e  
was a  bubble,  l i g h t  observa t ion  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. @J 

CCi 
LTC NOLL: Did they a r r i v e  concurrent ly wi th  t h e  medevac s h i p .  P3 
Did they a r r i v e  a t  the  same t ime,  o r  d i d  the  gunships a r r i v e  
e a r l i e r -  o r  l a t e r ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  i t  seems l i k e  t h e  dus to f f  came 
i n  f i r s t .  Tha t ' s  t h e  way it seemed, I ' m  n o t  sure .  

COL WILSON: Did t h e  remainder of t h e  company c l o s e  on the 
br idge  and come over  t h e  b r idge  a f t e r  t h e  gunships f i r e d ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

8 .  Was t h e r e  any more f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h e  gunships f i n i s h e d  
t h e i r  passes ,  ground f i r e ,  I mean? 

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q. It was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime t h i s ,  or 
somewhere near  t h e  t ime,  t h i s  mine went o f f  which wounded 
TAYLOR, t h a t  t h e r e  was some s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember some s n i p e r  f i r e .  
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Q* Did t h a t  occur  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h e  mine detonated? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was a f t e r .  


Q- The s n i p e r  f i r e  began a f t e r  the mine detonated? 


A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - And then  the u n i t  r e tu rned  f i r e  a f t e r  the s n i p e r  
f i r e  s t a r t e d ,  your platoon? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  they d i d ,  s o r t  of n a t u r a l  you 
know. 

But whether t h e  evac  s h i p s  came i n  b e f o r e  t h e  Q e  

gunships i n  n o t  c l e a r ?  

A. No, sir. I just s o r t  of  f e e l  l i k e  it came i n  
f i r s t .  Seemed l i k e  t h e  dus to f f  came i n ,  medevac'd him, 
and I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t h e r e  was s n i p e r  rounds came i n  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  know t h e  type o f  s h i p  t h a t  evacuated 
TAYLOR, do you, whether i t  was marked, how it was marked and 
i f  it was marked, how it  was marked and where, whether 
it was medevac o r  s l i c k ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q *  What occurred,  t h e n ,  a f t e r  Bravo Company began moving 
over  t h e  br idge?  How long were you t h e r e  a f t e r  they  closed 
over  t h e  br idge?  Did you s t a r t  moving sou th  immediately 
o r  were you t h e r e  f o r  any pe r iod  of t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we was t h e r e  long,  sir. I th ink  we  
s t a r t e d  moving r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you s e e  Sergeant  VANN come over  t h e  br idge?  

A .  Sergeant  VANN? 

&. W i t h  t h e  mortar  p la toon?  Did you see the mortar 
go i n t o  p o s i t i o n  anywhere around t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir. 

49 APP T-245 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you remember t h e  o rde r  of march a s  you moved 
south., t h e  company o r d e r  of  March? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q- Do you know whether it was i n  a p la toon column 
o r  two p la toons  ab reas t?  

A. More o r  less a column I know because w e  never  
t r a v e l e d  l i k e  t h a t  unless  we were r e a l l y  a b i g  open a r e a ,  
a r i c e  paddy o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Were you on t h e  beach o r  were you on t h e  i n l a n d ,  
i n s i d e ?  I ' m  speaking,  w e r e  you walking along on the sand 
r i g h t  by the water  o r  were you on the o t h e r  s i d e  of this  
smal l  dune? 

A. We was on t h e  r i g h t .  We wasn ' t  over next  t o  t h e  
water .  

You weren ' t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  went r i g h t  back up through t h e  v i l l a g e  PiJ 

l i k e  t h a t ,  we was i n .  
Q 

Q. Did you n o t i c e  anything unusual about t h e  v i l l a g e  .I? 
t h e  next  day you went through t h e r e ?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q. See any people t h e r e ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I .donvt remember s e e i n g  any. 

Q. A s  you moved south down t h e  peninsula  t h e r e ,  did 
you no t i ce  anything unusual going on? Did you run i n t o  any 
more r e s i s t a n c e  o r  any more people down t h a t  way? 

A .  I can remember people way down, j u s t  about on 
t h e  end. We g o t  j u s t  about a s  f a r  a s  w e  could go, b u t  on 
t h e  way, I d o n ' t  remember t h e r e  be ing  any. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. I can remember 
t h e r e  being some way down, a l l  the way down on t h e  end. I 
can remember some people down t h e r e .  There was a l o t  of 
s a i l b o a t s  and th ings  on t h e  water .  
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Q. Where was t h e  company C P  i n  t h a t  march order?  
Was this fol lowing your p la toon o r  i n  f r o n t  of your 
platoon? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i n  f r o n t .  

Q .  What was behind your platoon? You were back t h e r e ,  
was anything fol lowing .you? 

A. I'm n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q I f  you were back t h e r e  and t h e r e  was nobody 
fol lowing you, wouldn ' t  you have s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  back? 

A. Yes, sir. 

9- What would you have back t h e r e  f o r  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. Riflemen. W e  wouldnl t have a machinegun on t h e  
end,  I know. W e  never  put  t h e  machinegun on the end. W e  
always have a r i f leman on t h e  end. It  would be a rifleznan, 
I'm sure. 

c?. Did you have any s e c u r i t y  back t h e r e  o r  were 
you connected with some element t h a t  was behind t h e  platoon? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - Don 't remember? 

A. No, sir. 

a .  Do you remember how many v i l l a g e s  you went 
through a s  you went south  t o  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. No, sir, I can1t remember. W e  h i t  a v i l l a g e  
q u i t e  o f t e n  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end. I can 
remember s e e i n g  q u i t e  a few v i l l a g e s ,  q u i t e  a few houses,  
I guess you would c a l l  it. Q u i t e  a few, b e s t  I can 
remember, i n  between t h a t  a r e a  and down t o  t h e  end where 
we went. 

Q : There were a q u i t e  a few? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What was t h e  cond i t ion  of these  v i l l a g e s ?  Were 
they inhabi ted?  Was t h e r e  evidence t h a t  people l i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. I would say s o ,  l i k e  people be ing  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
can '  t' remember any people being t h e r e  then.  

Q.  Were t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  destroyed? 

A .  I remember t h a t .  I remember burning hootches j u s t  
about a l l  t h e  way down t h e r e .  I can remember t h a t .  I can 
d e f i n i t e l y  remember burning hootches.  

Q. You moved a l l  t h e  way south  and then you g o t  
t o  t h e  southern t i p  down t h e r e  where t h e  r i v e r  comes i n t o  
the  sea .  Did you t u r n  around and come back o r  d i d  anything 
happen down t h e r e  o r  what? 

A. I remember s t a y i n g  .down t h e r e  long. That p lace ,  
I remember it because I always s a i d  it was t h e  p r e t t i e s t  
p l ace  I ' v e  seen  s i n c e  I ' v e  been over  t h e r e .  There w e r e  a a 
l o t  of s a i l b o a t s  on t h e  wa te r ,  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r s ,  r e a l  p r e t t y .  r) 

I remember t h i s  f o r  a f a c t ,  about t h e  p r e t t i e s t  p l ace  I ' v e  M 

seen  s i n c e  I ' v e  been over  t h e r e ,  with a l l  t h e s e  s a i l b o a t s  
ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  water .  (=?

N 

Q. Well, now, when t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  were burned on 
t h e  way down, what was t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  what were t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  doing t h i s ?  Was t h i s  done by a c e r t a i n  
squad o r  a c e r t a i n  platoon? Who was respons ib le ,  o r  was 
everybody doing i t ?  How d i d  t h e  company commander desig-
n a t e  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  O r  how d i d  your platoon l e a d e r  
des igna te  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  I can remember t h e  
word, I can remember g e t t i n g  t h e  word. I d o n ' t  remember 
g e t t i n g  t h e  word t o  burn t h e  hootches.  I can remember 
g e t t i n g  t h e  word, b u t  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how we organized 
it. 

Q Well, d i d  you g e t  t h e  word t o  burn the hootches 
a t  any s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  o r  was t h i s  supposed t o  be done all 
the way down? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, s i r ,  i t  was supposed 
to be a l l  the way down, as f a r  a s  I can remember. 

9. So t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  a s ,  " F i r s t  
squad, you burn t h e  hootches;  second squad, you burn hootches 
as we go through."  

A. No, sir.  

Q - When you came back t h a t  day,  do you remember a 
h e l i c o p t e r  coming down t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  was s o  p r e t t y ,  
i n  t h e  southern  p a r t ?  

A. Right  o f f ,  I don' t remember. I can remember a 
lot of sand, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  wind was blowing o r  
what. 

Q. Okay now, a s  you moved down, d i d  you n o t i c e  any 
burning o f f  t o  the  r i g h t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  on your  r i g h t  
as you moved south?  Any smoke over  t h e r e ?  O r  d i d  you hear  
any f i r i n g  over  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q - A s  you moved back,  turned  around and s t a r t e d  going 
back n o r t h  aga in ,  were t h e  v i l l a g e s  s t i l l  burning o r  had 
they j u s t  about burned down? 

A. They j u s t  about burned down. 

Q* What d i d  you burn i n  those  v i l l a g e s ?  Was i t  
mostly roofs?  What was t h e r e  t o  burn? Any s t r u c t u r e s  
of any subs tance?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I would say mostly r o o f s ;  they w e r e  more 
o r  l e s s  s t r a w .  I would say  roofs .  

Q. During t h i s  procedure of  burning t h e  v i l l a g e s  and 
moving back and f o r t h ,  d i d  you des t roy  o r  was t h e r e  a sub-
s t a n t i a l  amount of destruction--of demoli t ion d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
var ious  t s e s  i n  t u n n e l s ,  o r  i n  t h e  hootches ,  o r  i n  t h e  
abutments down t h e r e ,  bunkers? W a s  t h e r e  any d e s t r u c t i o n  
of th i s  type? 
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A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q Did you hear  much explos ives  being used? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q You moved on back up and e s t a b l i s h e d  a n i g h t  de-
fens ive  p o s i t i o n  again? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any time t h a t  day a h e l i c o p t e r  com-
ing  i n ?  

A. I be l i eve  we s e t  .up our  n igh t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q *  You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  second n i g h t  now? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  where we come back up and burned t h e  
hootches,  back up. I be l i eve  a chopper came i n  t h e r e ,  where 
w e  s e t  up t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  one came i n  t h e r e .  c3 

c9 

Q What d id  it have? M 

A. I be l i eve  we got  chow. I b e l i e v e  we got  o u r  chow Q 
t h e r e ,  our  r a t i o n s .  I be l i eve  a h o t  meal; I b e l i e v e  so .  I N 
can remember a chopper coming i n  t h e r e .  

Q. What about r e s u p p l i e s ,  d i d  you g e t  any munit ions,  
o r  demoli t ions,  o r  any resupp l i e s  t h e r e ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  a photographer being brought i n  
t h e r e  a t  any t ime,  with a MACV i n s i g n i a  on? 

A .  No, sir. 

You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a photographer? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q This photographer would probably have gone along
with t h e  command group. 

A. I don ' t remember. 
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Q - Had on a uniform--I understand he had on a MACV 
i n s i g n i a .  You d o n ' t  remember a guy w i t h  a camera tak ing  

. p i c t u r e s ?  

A. No, sir.  Seems l i k e  I would. 

Q - Y e s ,  I f  he was wi+J- your platoon--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Because w e  don1t have it. 

Q- Was anybody e l s e  with your p la toon t h a t  was n o t  
a member of your u n i t  t h a t  day? An i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  anybody 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

- A .  Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  

a .  Any ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t h a t  day wi th  t h e  
column? With the CP group? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q When you go t  back and g o t  up, g o t  back i n t o  your 
n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and 
brought you a h o t  r a t i o n .  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was a h o t  r a t i o n .  

. . Q I 'm going by what .you t o l d  me now.. 
8 

A.  . Y e s ,  sir, I b e l i e v e  i t  was a h o t  r a t i o n .  

Q- Did you n o t i c e  any Vietnamese de ta inees  o r  VC 
suspec t s  i n  the defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. Could you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? Did 
you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  o r  ARVN? 

\. 

A. NO,  sir. 

a .  Did anything unusual happen t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  anything. 
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Q- Were you o u t  on t h e  beach o r  in land?  

A .  We was in land .  

Q You were? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you ever  go o u t  on t h e  beach? 

A .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  

Q Yes. 

A. No, s i r ,  We were j u s t  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  where w e  
set  up perimeter ,  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  d i d  B Company k i l l  anybody on t h e  second 
day? 

A .  On t h e  second day, a f t e r  we was going down burn-
ing  hootches and everything? I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  I d o n ' t  
remember anyone being k i l l e d .  

Q Did you s e e  any bodies a l l  day? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, 

Q Do you remember any d i s c ~ s s i o no r  t a l k  a,mong any 
of the  men about i f  they k i l l e d  any Vietnamese t h a t  day? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  you know, t h e  whole opera t ion  up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  1st Platoon h a d n ' t  k i l l e d  any Vietnamese, is  
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. That I could see. 

(2 That you could see?  

A. That I s  t r u e ,  b e s t  I could remember anyway. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What can you remember about what o t h e r  
people t o l d  you? 

(Witness g ives  no response.)  

56 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-245 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- YOU j u s t  d o n ' t  remember? What i f  a t  t h a t  time 
somebody asked you how many Vietnamese the  1st Platoon had 

-	 k i l l e d ?  A t  the  t ime ,  do you t h i n k  your answer would have 
been none? 

A. From t h e  b e s t  I can remember, I guess it would 
have. I mean it could happen b u t  -- I d o n ' t  know -- I t ' s  
funny, something t h a t  's  back a  whi le ,  something happened a 
while  back, i t ' s  funny t h e  t h i n g s  you can remember. I can 
remember a chopper coming i n  and them p u t t i n g  o u t  chow. It 
seems t o  me l i k e  a h o t  meal, b u t  maybe some people w i t h  a 
camera was running around, and they  may have had some i n t e r -  
p r e t e r  and eve ry th ing ,  and I d o n ' t  remember i t ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

' Q. But you remember t h e  impor tant  th ings .  

A. Like t h i s  o t h e r  p l a c e ,  a l l  t hese  s h i p s  you say 
t h a t  brought t h e s e  sampans and t h i n g s  i n ,  w e l l ,  I can remem- 
b e r  t h e  chopper s topping.  W e  g o t  chow, and I can remember 
t h e r e  being a Vietnamese g i r l  t h e r e .  I can remember g iv ing  
h e r  some chow. I can even remember t e l l i n g  them t o  g ive  h e r  
something t o  e a t ,  g ive  h e r  some chow. I can remember t h i s .  

Q. Who was saying  t h a t ?  

A .  Me. I can remember t h e r e  was something l e f t  over ,  
maybe something t h a t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  good. I can rerrember t h i s ,  
b u t  o t h e r  than  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  
anything running around. 

Q* Who d i d  you t e l l  t h a t  t o ?  When you t o l d  somebody 
t o  g ive  h e r  some of t h a t  chow t h a t  wasn ' t  s o  good? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  chow usua l ly  I t r y  t o  fix it s o  t h e r e  
won ' t  be a whole l o t  of p ick ing  over  i t ,  t u r n  i t  upside down, 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  I more dr l e s s  c o n t r o l l e d  i t ,  then  we t u r n  
i n  our  resupply l i s t s ,  about how many men we have s o  w e ' l l  
know how much t o  g e t .  W e  d o n ' t  g e t  a  whole l o t  e x t r a  a  day. 
Usually i t ' s  based on how many men we have. I t ' s  based on 
t h i s ,  and we g e t  i t  i n .  I have t o  more o r  l e s s  supervise  i t .  
I f  I d i d n ' t ,  they w i l l  go i n  and p ick  a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  
So I t e l l  them, I g e t  t h e  squad l eader s  sometimes, you know, 
by boxes,  and I j u s t  t e l l  them, "Turn it upside down s o  we 
d o n ' t  have a  whole l o t  of b i t c h i n g  going on out . "  Somebody 
d i d n ' t  g e t  anything b u t  ham and l ima beans o r  something. So 
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I t e l l  them, "Turn it upside down." Some of them g o t  t o  
where they could f i g u r e  it ou t  even a f t e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  i t ' s  
upside down, because t h e r e ' s  a c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n  they go  by i n  
packing t h e s e  boxes. Upside down something they need is r i g h t  
h e r e ,  and upside down they  can p ick  i t  ou t .  They know even 
upside down. I used t o  more o r  l e s s  superv i se  it. Sometimes 
i f  t h e r e ' s  any e x t r a ,  w e s l l  pass  i t  o u t ,  a l l  t h a t  w e  could 
g e t  r i d  of t h a t  i s .  I f  something's no t  good you c a n ' t  even 
g i v e  i t  away. Like I can remember saying  g i v e  it t o  h e r ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember where she  came from. 

Q. Do you remember who you s a i d  t h a t  t o ?  

A. No, I can remember t e l l i n g  them t o  g i v e  it t o  h e r ,  
but  I d o n ' t  even remember where she  came from. T h a t ' s  funny 
too.  

COL WILSON: Did she seem t o  cooperate? Did she appear t o  be 
t h e r e  by f o r c e ,  working t h a t  po in t?  What do you th ink?  

A .  The b e s t  I could remember, it seems l i k e  s h e  w a s  
forced  t h e r e ,  I 'm n o t  s u r e .  I can remember h e r  being t h e r e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember how she  g o t  t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: Did she  seem unhappy? 

A; Well, s h e  seemed q u i t e  happy i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 
although wi th  ham and lima beans she probably would be. B u t  
I ' m  no t  even s u r e  how we cjot h e r .  

COL WILSON: She s t ayed  t h e r e  overnight?  

A. Bs, s i r .  

Q Next morning you moved o u t  again?0 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q *  North t h i s  t ime? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . D o  you remember t h e  o rde r  of march? 

A. No, s ir .  
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Q- Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was anybody behind you 
i n  the  column t h i s  time? Do you r e c a l l  i f  you had s e c u r i t y  
back t h e r e  o r  were you followed by another  platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

a. A s  you moved n o r t h  you passed the b r idge .  D o  you 
remember anything unusual i n  t h e  v i -c in i ty  of t h e  b r idge ,  f ind-
ing  anything t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- What time do you t h i n k  you h i t  t h a t  b r idge  o r  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of the br idge  t h a t  morning? Bravo Company h i t  i t  
p r e t t y  e a r l y ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  l e f t  p r e t t y  e a r l y ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q- Do you remember anything about a r i c e  cache, about 
3,000 pounds? 

A. No, sir. 

Q= Did anything occur  a s  you moved on t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
befoxe you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  where a l l  t h e  people were? Did 
you burn any more v i l l a g e s  gs ing  ug that v72y? 

A.  Seems l i k e  I can remember a few bu i ld ings  burning 
on our way up because when I passed by they  was a l ready busn- 
i n g ,  I can remember t h i s .  

Q - They looked l i k e  they  had been burned t h a t  morning, 
o r  w e r e  they burning from t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  day before? 

A. I ,be l i eve  they. were burning t h a t  morning. 

Q. D i d  anybody e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  come down from any- 
body t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. No, sir, I d i d n ' t ;  probably d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
member. 

Q- A s  you moved n o r t h ,  d i d  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
happen, anything e l s e  happen? J u s t  march? 
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A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything happening. 

Q. You moved over  and began t o  g e t  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  up 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  nor the rn  p a r t  of t h i s  s t r i p  of  land? 

A. ,Yes, sir.  

Q You moved up through h e r e ;  o f f  the  photo h e r e  
you s t a r t  h i t t i n g  a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here .  Do you remember go-
i n g  across  a sandy a r e a  where i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  walk f o r  a 
couple hundred meters? 

A. Yes, sir.  I can remember it being  sandy on our  way 
up before we even come i n t o  con tac t  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where 
people o u t  he re  a r e  loca ted  a t .  I t  was sandy a l l  t h e  way up. 

Q. I t  was sandy where you had your n igh t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n  on the  16 th .  You probably went r i g h t  by t h e r e .  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  went r i g h t  p a s t  t h e r e .  

Q Okay, what happened when you h i t  those  houses,  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e ?  

A. L e t ' s  see .  

Q Do you remember anything happening t h a t  morning? 

A .  I can remember q u i t e  a few t h i n g s ,  b u t  it would 
be hard t o  p inpo in t  e x a c t l y  where it happened. I can remem-
b e r  when we f i r s t  g o t  up t h e r e .  We stopped where t h e  second 
v i l l a g e  was, because it seemed l i k e  more o r  less spreading 
the people o u t ,  and we s t ayed  t h e r e  a whi le  be fo re  w e  went 
f a r t h e r  down. 

Q. This sandy a r e a  r i g h t  i n  he re ,  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  is 
t h e  a r e a  of  where t h e  v i l l a g e s  were and you crossed  t h i s  
sand. You were r i g h t  back here .  You crossed t h i s  sandy 
a r e a .  Do you remember a f i s h  pond up t h e r e ?  

A. Way o u t  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  more o r  l e s s .  

a .  It could have been t o  your l e f t .  
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A. I remember see ing  it. 

Q- Okay. The v i l l a g e  should have been down south  of  
t h a t .  

A. J u s t  s h o r t  of t h e  p o i n t ;  I can remember t h a t  p o i n t .  

a.  Now, what occurred when you g o t  i n t o  t h a t  a rea?  

A. L e t  me s e e .  The b e s t  I can remember we  stopped 
a whi le ,  and I th ink  we got  t h e  word t o  go down t h e  beach 
and g a t h e r  up a l l  t he  people and b r i n g  them back t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  I can remember going up and down t h a t  
beach; and t h a t  was a long walk i n  t h a t  sand on t h e  beach. 
We walked back and f o r t h  way down t h e r e  g a t h e r i n g  up people,  
b r ing ing  them a l l  back up t o  t h i s  one v i l l a g e .  

9- You went about 2 k i lomete r s  i f  you went a l l  t h e  
way ou t  and t h e n  back. How many times d i d  you go up and 
back? 

A.  I guess I went about two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  myself .  

Q* How was the pla toon organized for t h i s ?  Were t h e  
squads broken down s o  t h a t  they  would go through t h e  houses 
and g e t  the people ou t  o r  what? You s a i d  you were on t h e  
beach, b u t  most of t h e  h u t s  were i n  o f f  t h e  beach weren ' t  
they? 

A. Y e s ,  .sir,  they  were j u s t  off t h e  beach, they 
weren' t very f a r  back. 

Q- You could a c t u a l l y  walk down t h e  beach and s t i l l  
cover--

A. ( In terpos ing) ,  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And squads were going i n  and b r ing ing  t h e  people 
o u t  and b r ing ing  them back down t o  the-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g a t h e r  t h e m  and 
count  t h e m  up. Once we s t a r t e d  some moving from t h a t  v i l l a g e  
t o  t h e  one t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them t o ,  j u s t  more o r  
l e s s ,  a l o t  of  them went on t h e i r  own too .  
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Q.  J u s t  s e n t  them down t h e r e ?  

A. They were s t r u n g  o u t  a l l  t h e  way up t h e  beach. 

Q. No problem? 

A. To g a t h e r  them a l l  up t h e r e  wasn ' t  no problem. 
Of course some t r i e d  t o  h ide .  I can remember w e  had t o  go,  
t h e r e  was some hootches way back over  i n  t h e r e ,  f a r  over ,  
and I can remember an o l d  man i n  a hootch. A l o t  of them 
t r i e d  t o  h ide .  

Q .  Do you remember any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  
morning, e a r l y  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. I can remember some choppers coming i n  wi th  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  o r  something l i k e  this, I be l i eve .  

Q ARVN o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A. I b e l i e v e  National  P o l i c e ;  I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q. Any Americans w i t h  them? a 
3 
:3

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e r e  was any Americans o r  no t ,  
but  I can remember some Vietnamese people coming i n  by chopper. 

0 

Do you remember any medics coming i n ?  r l lQ 

A. No, sir,  they  could have. I was way down t h e  
beach ga ther ing  up people. 

Q- Did you s t a y  down t h e r e  a l l  day ga the r ing  up people? 

A .  W e  s t ayed  j u s t  about a l l  day. 

Q- So you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what was going on back 
the re?  

A. No, s i r ,  because I s p e n t  most of my time down on 
the beach ga the r ing  up people and running them back up t o  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  

Q. Where was your p la toon l eader  then? 
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A. 1 , b e l i e v e  he was up t h e r e  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a.  You t h i n k  h e  was back t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  CP? 

.. A .  Y e s ,  sir, 

& Do you remember how many Vietnamese came i n ,  in-
t e r p r e t e r s  o r  whatever they were? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you see any o f  them t h a t  day? 

A, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I can remember some being there. 
E i t h e r  I heard  it--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What t ime d i d  you s t o p  rounding up 
people and go back t o  t h e  company? 

A. W e  more o r  l e s s  g o t  a l l  o f  them down t h e r e  be fo re  
dark.  T doni t know e x a c t l y  what t i m e  i t  was, b u t  i t  was way 
be fo re  dark because we 'p icked o u t  a p l a c e  t o  s t a y  t h a t  n i g h t  
and eve ry th ing  be fo re  da rk ,  s o  i t  must have been e a r l y  p a r t  
of t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  I guess ,  1400 o r  1500. 

Q- id you n o t i c e  anything when you went back t h e r e ,  
anything unusual going on3 A l l  t hose  people  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. They w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  The b e s t  I can remember 
about t h i s ,  I can remember g e t t i n g  t h e  word t h a t  t h e r e  was 
supposed t o  be some medical--

8. ( In te rpos ing)  MEDCAP? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  come i n  and helped t h e  
people and a l l  t h i s ,  gave them f i r s t  a id .  I can remember 
t h a t .  I can remember t h a t  be ing  t h e  reason t o  g a t h e r  them 
a l l  up arid g e t  them back up t o  this p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  

Q. Was this going on when you f i n i s h e d  up t h a t  day? 
Apparently it wasn ' t .  You s a i d  you d i d n ' t  remember see ing  t h e  
medics. 

A. I d o n ' t  see any of  t h e s e  people.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I 
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a c t u a l l y  saw t h e s e  people.  I b e l i e v e  they was up t h e r e  i n  
the v i l l a g e  though, because a l l  of them c o u l d n ' t  be i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. You set up a n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. One t h i n g  I can remember, I can remember 
some l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I can remember some l eav ing  t h e r e  
before  we took &em a l l  back up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I can remem-
b e r  some heading up toward where t h a t  p o i n t  i s  a t ,  back over 
on t h a t  s i d e .  I can remember some heading up over  t h e r e ,  may-
be they l i k e d  t h e  a r e a  where they were s t a y i n g  a t .  

Q. What do you mean, they  w e r e  brought down t h e r e  
and they j u s t  l e f t ?  

A .  Some l e f t .  I can remember some l eav ing  t h e  back 
way; some took o f f ,  

Q. Did it look l i k e  they  were t r y i n g  t o  escape o r  
j u s t  walked away? 

A .  I guess they  walked away. Maybe they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h e  people ' s  company, I guess ,  b u t  I can d e f i n i t e l y  remember 
some leaving .  They l e f t .  

LTC NOLL: You brought a l l  t h e s e  people down i n  the  genera l  
a r e a .  When they f i n i s h e d  i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a ,  which way 
were t h e  people moved, down sou th  o r  were they allowed to 
go back up t h i s  way where they came from? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember them going back. I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  them going back down t o  t h e i r  hootches t h a t  n i g h t .  I 
don' t remember them going back. I be l i eve  they s t ayed  t h e r e .  
I don' t remember then-. going back. 

COL WILSON: When you se t  your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  up, 
d i d  anything come i n ,  any h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  about t h a t  t i m e  
o r  while  you were s e t t i n g  them up a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  t h e  
area?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  we  g o t  r e supp l i ed  o r  n o t .  

Q o  
 Did you s e e  any n i g h t  defens ive  f i r e s  be ing  pre-
pared? 
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A. You mean p o s i t i o n s ?  

Q 0 No, a couple of  a r t i l l e r y  rounds coming i n ?  

A. I can remember some a r t i l l e r y  rounds because I 
can remember him sayinq one round h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. One round what? 

A. I can remen-ber saying  one round h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The one where a11 those people t h a t  we moved back up af te r - -

Q Who s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. I donqt remember e x a c t l y  who s a i d  i t ,  bu t  I can 
remember g e t t i n g  t h e  word t h a t  it looked -- when they set  
up t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  I t h i n k  I can remember t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e d  some rounds,  and maybe t h i s  i s  what they  do when you 
have a r t i l l e r y  suppos.-t. Maybe the--

MI3 WALSH: ! In te rp~s i .ng)  ~ e g i s t e r ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  But anyway t h a t  must have 
been what they were doing because I g o t  t h e  word t h a t  a round 
h i t  the v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know who s a i d  i t ,  b u t  I can remem-
ber g e t t i n g  word that a roan6 f e l l  G n  "Us >-i l lage.  I can xe-
member t h i s  good because I can remember, " In  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
wi th  a l l  those  people i n  the v i l l a g e . "  Then l i k e  I can 
remember say ing ,  " W ~ l l ,I d o n ' t  know; a f t e r  g e t t i n g  a l l  those  
people rounded up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  C h a r l i e ' s  going t o  pay them 
back f o r  t h a t . "  I can remember making t h a t  s ta tement .  

Q. Did you ~ . e eanybody wounded? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you s e e  a woman brought  i n  t h a t  was wounded? 

A . No, sir.  

Q. Brought i n  and evacuated? 

A. No, s i r ,  I can d e f i n i t e l y  remember someone saying  
a round h i t  the vi Ilage . 
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Q - Where was your l o c a t i o n  t h a t  n igh t  on t h e  per imeter?  

A. Oh, l e t ' s  see. 

a .  Were you w i t h  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  d i d  you a l l  
usual ly  s t a y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  a t  n igh t?  

Q =  ( In terpos ing)  This i s  an important  n i g h t  f o r  you. 

A. This p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  I ' m  wearing ( i n d i c a t i n g  
Purple H e a r t ) ,  b u t  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  have no o r d e r s .  I s p e n t  
about a month i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q J u s t  a minute now, we had a man h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  
day t h a t  had a gunshot wound on h i s  record  and never had one. 
He had orders .  

A. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  have one f o r  t ha t  one. 

Q. Okay, go ahead. 

A. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  I remember w e  were t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  i n  a resupply l is t ,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  how we s t a n d  
on ammunition, a l l  of  t h i s ,  and t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  needed. We'd 
have t o  t u r n  i n  resupply  lists. I can remember it being  j u s t  
about dark t o o ,  and everyone was f i x i n g  p o s i t i o n s  and every-
th ing .  Even the  CP group, my p la toon  C P ,  they were making 
more o r  l e s s  a p r e t t y  good s i z e  p lace .  I was t r y i n g  t o  ge t  
my supply l i s t  i n .  I d i d  g e t  enough t o  t u r n  it i n  by t h e  
time it was almost dark.  And I remember they t r i e d  t o  g e t  
me i n t o  t h e  h o l e  where they were s e t t i n g  up, and I remember 
saying ,  "No, i t ' s  t o o  crowded i n  t h e r e . "  I remember p icking  
me a p o s i t i o n  up a g a i n s t  a h i l l  l i k e  it was q u i t e  a few de-
press ions  more o r  l e s s  where we  was i n  a b i g  depress ion  any-
way, r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  where they  had f i l l e d  o u t  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  
t h e  p la toon CP. I g o t  up a g a i n s t  the  bank l i k e ,  and t h a t ' s  
where I picked my p o s i t i o n  a t .  And t h a t  's where I was when 
those  rounds went off t h a t  n i g h t ,  up a g a i n s t  t h e  bank. I 
should have got  i n  t h e r e  wi th  them. I remember t h a t  r e a l  
good. 

MR WALSH: Where d i d  you g e t  h i t ,  s e rgean t?  
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A. I g o t  h i t  -- f o r  once I g o t  too  comfortable.  I 
e v e n p u l l e d m y b o o t s  o f f .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e o n l y  time I 
pu l l ed  my boots  o f f  while  I was over  t h e r e ,  was t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  I had them o f f .  I g o t  h i t ,  j u s t  escaped,  my f e e t - - j u s t  
h i t  my l e f t  one and r i g h t  i n  between my t o e s  and about four  
places up m y  s i d e .  

COL WILSON: When you w e r e  evacuated o u t  t h a t  night-- 

A. That morning. 

Q. That morning I meant, do you r e c a l l  how long it 
was from t h e  time you were wounded u n t i l  t h e  time you were 
evacuated ou t?  

A. It wasn ' t  very long. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t ime you were evacuated whe'kher 
t h e r e  was a gunship e s c o r t  f o r  your d u s t o f f ?  

A. I don' t b e l i e v e  they  had an e s c o r t .  I don ' t  be- 
l i e v e  so .  I don1t remember, i t  could have been. 

&. .' Did they g ive  you morphine? 

A. No, sir .  

Q m  Do you r e c a l l  anything o t h e r  than be ing  wounded 
t h a t  n igh t?  Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  happened before  t h a t  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  Did you s e e  any o f  t h e s e  Vietnamese i n t e r -  
p r e t e r s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  Vietnamese? 

A. No, sir .  I t 's  s u r p r i s i n g  the t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
t h a t  probably happened wi th  me r i g h t  around, around t h e  
company C P  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  I never even heard o f .  
I t ' s  s u r p r i s i n g .  It can happen I guess .  

MR WALSH: When d i d  you g e t  back t o  Bravo Company? 

A. Af te r  I was evacuated? 

Q. Afte r  you were evacuated? 

A. I know I g o t  back a couple days be fo re  my R&R was 
due, and I d i d n ' t  t a k e  it, s o  I never d i d  t ake  one. I never 
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d id  pu t  i n  f o r  another  one. L e t  ' s  s e e ,  from the  t i m e  I 
joined t h e  u n i t ,  I s t ayed  away from t h e  u n i t  almost a month, 
not  q u i t e  a month, maybe 20-some days. 

Q. You go t  back some t i m e  around t h e  middle of A p r i l  
then? 

A. I guess s o .  I wasn ' t gone over  a month. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being made of this opera t ion  whi le  you were over  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  d i scuss  t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  any of 
your buddies i n  t h e  company a s  being d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  
opera t ions ,  anything t h a t  you remember? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  t h a t  anything unusual o r  o u t  of 
t h e  ordinary happened on t h i s  opera t ion  a f t e r  you g o t  back 
from being wounded? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Was t h e r e  anything about t h i s  opera t ion  that we  
haven ' t  asked you about t h a t  you t h i n k  might be o f  h e l p  t o  
us ? 

A . No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  

Q'. Do you t h i n k  we've covered j u s t  about everyth ing  
you can remember? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  We've gone j u s t  about a l l  the way 
on it. We've j u s t  about covered it a l l ,  I be l i eve .  You a l l  
knew about t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  round. You a l l  knew about t h a t ,  t o o ,  
d i d n ' t  you? That it was supposed t o  have landed i n  the v i l -
l age .  You had a l ready heard about t h a t ?  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  w e  knew t h e r e  were a couple of  a r t i l l e r y  
rounds t h a t  came i n ,  We still don1t know the  d e t a i l s .  
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A. Did you know about those  people t h a t  went ou t  of 
t h e  back way o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  l eav ing  i t ?  

a.  No, we d i d n ' t  know about t h a t .  You brought us some 
f r e s h  news t h e r e .  

A. D e f i n i t e l y  was. They w e r e  hai f  n u t s .  Out the  back 
way. 

Q L e t  m e  check a couple of  t h i n g s  h e r e ,  se rgean t .  
You were never quest ioned o r  anyone you know was never  ques-
t i o n e d  concerning this opera t ion?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q- While you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. I ti l ink I asked ycu i f  you c a r r i e d  a camera. And 
you d i d n ' t  know anybody who d id .  Did you ever h e a r  any rumors 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by C/1/20 o r  
B/4/3? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q .  Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  this opera t ion  
o r  any elements of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone - a t  any t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q - W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  r e j o i n  the  u n i t  f o r  a month. When 
you g o t  back t o  t h e  u n i t ,  was t h e r e  any change i n  t h e  oper-
a t i o n s ?  Did they  appear t o  go a s  they  always had; any change 
i n  t a c t i c s ,  procedures ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was about t h e  same. 

Q- You didn '  t n o t i c e  anything d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. A f e w  people had been k i l l e d  a f t e r  this. Q u i t e  
a f e w  people g o t  k i l l e d  whi le  I was gone. 

Q- I mean d i d  you g e t  any d i f f e r e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on 
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how you were t o  conduct sweep opera t ions ,  o r  sea rch  and c l e a r  
opera t ions ,  o r  any change i n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  about burning the 
a r e a ,  o r  d i d  it appear t o  be t h e  same as  it was before?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I could t e l l .  

Q- .Did you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem with mari-
juana i n  t h e  company? 

A, No, s i r ,  no t  any problems t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q - Anybody us ing  marijuana on opera t ions?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did you ever  have any knowledge, hea r  a r d b r ,  
o r  any information regarding t h e  U.S. o r  ARVN ' s  t o r t u p l n g  VC . 
suspec t s ,  POW'S,  o r  any o t h e r  Vietnamese? Now t h a t ' s  ARVN, 
t h a t ' s  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  o r  U.S. f o r c e s ,  t o r t u r i n g  any of the 
pr i soners  o r  suspec t s .  

A. Did you say  rumors and everyth ing  e l s e ?  

9. Rumors and everything.  f 
In 

A. I heard-- ~7 

Q ( In terpos ing)  I mean on t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

Q O  Y e s .  

A.  No, s ir .  

9. There have been q u i t e  a few, apparent ly ,  from what 
we've been a b l e  t o  determine. There were q u i t e  a few of t h e s e  
people around o u t  t h e r e  i n  va r ious  p laces .  

A .  I th ink  I can remember something--I d o n ' t  know i f  
it was on this operation--about i n t e r p r e t e r s  supposed t o  have 
s h o t  t h r e e  people. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was on t h i s  opera t ion .  
Well, it  was Vietnamese anyway. 

Q You d o n ' t  know whether it was National  P o l i c e ,  o r  
ARVN, o r  what? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  it wasn ' t  ARVN because w e  very r a r e l y  
had any A R V N ' s  around. I f  w e  d i d  they  were more o r  less 
h id ing  some p lace  u n t i l  i t  was a11 over  and then  come o u t .  

a =  But you say  you d i d  have t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  with 
you some times ? 

A. It seems l i k e  I can remember Nat ional  P o l i c e  being 
brought i n  by chopper some p lace .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was 
t h i s  same opera t ion  o r  not .  Like you s a y ,  rumors; I heard 
a rumor about they were supposed t o  have s h o t  t h e s e  t h r e e  
people who they quest ioned.  I guess it was a rumor. 

Q *  Where d i d  t h i s  a l l e g e d l y  t ake  p lace?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h i s  was on t h a t  ope ra t ion  o r  not .  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Is t h a t  a l l  you can r e c a l l  about i t ?  

A. I can reinenher someone saying  t h a t .  

MR -.WALSH: Sergeant ,  while  .you were e i t h e r  on t h i s  opera t ion  
o r  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you e v e r  have t h e  problan  with 
your men raping  t h e  Vietnamese women whi le  they  were on some 
of  t h e s e  sea rch  and c l e a r  miss ions?  

A. No, s i r ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  have any prob- 
lem with raping.  It is p o s s i b l e  something is  going on and I 
d o n ' t  even know it, I have t o  admit this. But t o  my knowledge- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Do you know i f  t h i s  was a  problem 
i n  any o t h e r  p la toons  i n  Bravo Company dur ing  t h e  time t h a t  
you can remember? Did you e v e r  h e a r  about i t  being  a  problem 
among some i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g e n e r a l l y ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  any i n s t a n c e  a t  a l l  of  i t? 

A. Not whi le  any opera t ions  w e r e  going on, no, sir .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony,  any f u r t h e r  
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s ta tements  t o  make t h a t  might a s s i s t  us? 

I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything. 

Q. Okay, s e r g e a n t ,  thank you very much f o r  aoming. 
W e  apprec ia te  it. The hea r ing  will r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1900 hours ,  26  January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: S I L V A ,  R i c h a r d  F .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 9  F e b r u a r y  1 970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: P e n t a g o n  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  M e d i c ,  F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  
B/4/3. 


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  w e n t  t o  V i e t n a m  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  f r o m  
H a w a i i  and r e m a i n e d  w i t h  i t  u n t i l  h e  w a s  w o u n d e d  on 
2 8  A p r i l  1 9 6 8  ( p g .  3 ) .  

2 .  P R I O R  TRAINING I N  THE RULES O F  LAND WARFARE. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  on TDY t o  T r i p l e r  H o s p i t a l  w h i l e  t h e  
classes w e r e  b e i n g  conducted f o r  t h e  u n i t  i n  H a w a i i  ( p g s .  3 ,  
4 ) .  H e  r e jo ined  t h e m  f o r  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  ( p g .  4 ) .  H e  
had never s e e n  e i ther  of the MACV cards before, nor d id  
he reca l l  any class on t h e  l e g a l i t y  versus  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  
of orders. 

3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND B R I E F I N G S .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  could n o t  r eca l l  any b r i e f i n g  ( p g .  5). 
H e  s t a ted  t h a t  he w a s  t o l d  t h a t  they  w e r e  going t o  P i n k v i l l e  
by L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM, w h o m  he n o r m a l l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  on 
an  operation ( p g .  6 )  . 
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4 .  COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

(1) Landing and i n t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  l e a r n e d  from a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
t o  WILLINGHAM t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had been  k i l l e d  
(pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a s  t h e y  approached  
t h e  v i l l a g e  C a p t a i n  MICHLES c a l l e d  w i t h  t h e  message,  " I£  
t h e r e  i s  any r e s i s t a n c e  wipe i t  o u t "  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  c r o s s i n g  a c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e  t h a t  
morning (pg .  9 )  . H e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  some s m a l l  
arms f i r e  (pgs .  9 ,  l o ) ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  have 
been  on 17 March, a f t e r  TAYLOR was h i t  ( p g s .  11, 1 4 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a hoo tch  on t h e  o u t -  
s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know how many 
hoo tches  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  because  h e  neve r  e n t e r e d  it 
( p g .  1 2 ) .  

( 2 )  A c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  

The w i t n e s s  knew of  no Vietnamese b e i n g  
k i l l e d ,  of  no f i r i n g  o r  e x p l o s i o n s ,  o r  of  no c a p t u r e d  
equipment  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any incoming mortar 
r o u n d s ,  o r  any hand g r e n a d e s  b e i n g  thrown a t  t h e  u n i t  
( p g s .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  any b o d i e s  
t h a t  day (pg .  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember any sampans o r  
S w i f t  Boats  (pg .  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  camping on t h e  beach 
t h a t  n i g h t  and b e i n g  repr imanded  by WILLINGHAM f o r  
f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  sandbags  (pg .  1 5 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) TAYLOR a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  runn ing  from t h e  r e a r  
t o  t h e  f r o n t  when TAYLOR was h i t  (pg .  1 6 ) .  A f t e r  a mine 
d e t e c t o r  was c a l l e d  f o r w a r d ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  f i r e  
( p g .  1 6 ) .  The f i r e  came from two l o c a t i o n s :  one  t o  t h e  
e a s t  and one t o  t h e  s o u t h  (pg .  18)  . The machineguns t h e n  
r e t u r n e d  f i r e  (pg .  1 9 ) .  The s u p p l y  s h i p  medevac 'd  TAYLOR 
( p g .  2 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  any g u n s h i p s  
(pg .  20 . 
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( 2 )  Movement of t h e  u n i t .  

The w i tne s s  d i d  n o t  remember i f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
were burned a s  they moved sou th  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall 
t h e  march t o  t h e  sou thern  t i p  of t h e  pen in su l a ,  b u t  d id  
r e c a l l  be ing  on a bay where t h e r e  were "n i ce  s h i p s "  
(pg. 22) . 

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18-19 March. 

Because h i s  p l a toon  was a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of t h e  
beach,  he  d i d  n o t  a s s i s t  i n  any MEDCAP a c t i v i t i e s  (pg.23).  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k  (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
p resence  o f  ARVN personnel  on a march o u t  w i th  t h e  - -
p r i s o n e r s  on 1 9  March (pg. 2 5 ) .  One p r i s o n e r  escaped 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  saw t h e  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  bea ten  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i tne s s  was never ques t ioned  abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and d i d  n o t  know of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerning it 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  hea rd  no rumors concerning t h e  a s s a u l t  
(pg* 30) 

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i tne s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  mar i juana  was n o t  a 
problem i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 3 0 ) .  

b. While he was w i th  t h e  p l a toon ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no 
ca se s  o f  VD (pg. 31 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  took photographs on 16 March, b u t  
never r e c e i v e d  t h e  r o l l s  a t  home (pg. 2 2 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT  
*NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 


1 iw i t  d i d  no t  recal l  1 

M-2 MACV C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s "  see ing .  1 4 


MACV C a r d  " T h e  E n e m y  i n  W i t  d i d  no t  r e c a l l ]  

-	 Y o u r  H a n d s "  see ing .  4 


A e r i a l  photo of Son My U s e d  t o  o r i e n t  t h e  

-	 coastal  c o m p l e x  (c) w i t n e s s .  11 


U s e d  t o  o r i e n t  t h e  

MAP-4 M ~ D6 7 3 9  11 	 w i t n e s s .  7
-

( S I L V A )  4 SUM A P P  T - 3 8 2  


FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0925  hours ,  1 9  February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Richard F. SILVA. 

(MR SILVA was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

M r .  SILVA, p lease  s t a t e  your complete name, your 
occupation, and res idence?  

A. Richard F. SILVA; occupat ion,  s t u d e n t ;  Holyoke 
Community College;  r e s idence  i s  250 Prospect  Street,  Ludlow, 
Massachusetts,  41056. 

COL WILSON: M r .  SILVA, we had handed out  some information 
shee t s  which we show as  Exh ib i t  M-81 .  

A. Right,  I g o t  t h a t .  

Q1 
And this g ives  o u t l i n e  of what this in terv iew i s ,  

w h o  I a m  and s o  f o r t h .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I work f o r  General PEERS who is i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  from t h e  s t andpo in t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  re-
p o r t s  o r  suppress ion  of information,  as you read  on Exh ib i t  
M-81. 

A. Right  . 
Q And t h i s  i s  p r imar i ly  what he i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
Now, t h e  reason you a r e  p laced  under oa th  i s  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  
normal procedure f o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  Okay. 

Q- Now, you had a ques t ion ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b e f o r e  we con-
vened concerning your testimony. 
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A. R igh t .  W e l l ,  it says  h e r e  t h a t  it might be  g iven  
t o  the p r e s s  o r  it might be  made pub l i c .  The reason  I asked 
t h i s ,  I ' m  going t o  s choo l  now. I l i v e  i n  a s m a l l  town, yeah,  
it could be  c a l l e d  a Peyton P l a c e ,  and something l i k e  t h i s  cou ld  
h i n d e r  me i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  know how it may be  blown 
up, b u t  I would h a t e  t o  have any r epe rcuss ions  from it. 

Q- W e  h o l d  t h i s  tes t imony a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i f  your
tes t imony has  t o  be  used i n  a t r i a l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
it could  be  used f o r  t h a t  purpose.  But i t ' s  n o t  ou r  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  r e l e a s e  t h i s  t es t imony,  n o t  t h e  Peers  group t o  r e l e a s e  it. 
C e r t a i n l y  General  PEERS, under no c i rcumstances  , i n t e n d s  t o  
l e t  any tes t imony o u t .  And as a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  w e  have had 
a t t o r n e y s  ask f o r  tes t imony and he wouldn ' t  g i v e  it t o  t h e m .  

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what it says  h e r e ,  "o r  p a r t s  of it 
may l a t e r  become p u b l i c  knowledge. " 

Q I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  may happen o u t  of General  PEER'S 
c o n t r o l ,  where it would be .  

A. Oh, 1 see, okayc f i n e .  

Q e  I t  would probably be  . a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army o r  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense o r  even t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  
a d e c i s i o n  of t h a t  n a t u r e  . t o  s ay  t h i s  could be  made a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  use .  C e r t a i n l y ,  General  PEERS has  no i n t e n t i o n  of 
doing t h a t .  Does t h a t  answer your  ques t ion?  

A. Sure .  

Q- Okay. You r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  handout t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
we i n t e n d  t o  ask a r e  going t o  h e  ch rono log ica l .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e r e  a r e  going t o  be  some on t r a i n i n g  and the  b r i e f i n g  b e f o r e  
t he  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  W e  a r e  going t o  t r y  
t o  fol low t h a t  sequence of  q u e s t i o n i n g  . 
A. Okay, I ' m  s t i l l  i n  t h e  dark .  

Q - I t ' s  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  I r ead  t h i s .  

8 .  What w a s  your  duty  ass ignment  on 1 6  March 1968? 
L e t  me e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  we are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  concerns  

(SILVA) 2 APP T-382 

F' ? rvFICIAL -.SF ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL 'USEONLY 


an opera t ion  which took p lace  between t h e  16th and 19th of 
March. We can d e f i n e  t h a t  ope ra t ion  t o  most people who remem-
b e r  it more c l e a r l y  by saying  t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion  and MILUS on t h e  
l a s t  day of t h e  opera t ion .  T h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  we have i n  
mind. The day of 16 March would be t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  and t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ;  and my ques t ion  
i s ,  what was your duty assignment t h a t  day? 

A. I was a medic with t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q. 1st Platoon medic of B/4/3? 

A.  That was my complete duty i n  Vietnam u n t i l  May 30th. 

Q. T h a t ' s  when you re tu rned  from Vietnam? 

A. NO, May 30th. I got  h i t  A p r i l  28 .  I go t  out  of 
t h e  h o s p i t a l  May 30th; then  I went t o  headquar ters  d ispensary .  

Q. May 30th you came back t o  headquar te r s ,  4/3 dispen-
sary?  

A. Right.  

Q a  
 Were you wi th  B Company o r  wi th  headquar ters  4/3 
i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes. 


Q So you went over wi th  t h e  u n i t ?  
a 

A. Right.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  during your t r a i n i n g  a c l a s s  given 
on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  o r  o r d e r s ?  

A .  No, I could have had them, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. It probably would have been i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  
c l a s s  o r  Geneva Convention c l a s s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I t h i n k  when they  had most of those  c l a s s e s  I was 
i n  T r i p l e r  Hosp i t a l ,  TDY. Because when I came back, they  went 
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back on phys ica l  t r a i n i n g .  I went o u t  wi th  them. But t h a t  
rnont3 I was away, most of t h a t  time was s p e n t  on c l a s s e s .  

Q e  What month w a s  t h a t ?  Was t h a t  r i g h t  be fo re  going 
t o  Vietnam? 

A. It  could have been October. 

Q. Here a r e  a couple of e x h i b i t s .  EAxhibitM-2 ,  en-
t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules," is a MACV pocket-s ize card. .  H e r e  is a 
copy of it. Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. How about Exh ib i t  M-3 ,  which is e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card? 

A. No. 

Q a  Well, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back t o  15 March 1968.  

A.  Okay. 

& a  And t h i s  is a t  f i r e  base  Uptight.  

A. Right.  

Q- The  next  day t h e r e  is  t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  
the P i n k v i l l e  area. Now, I want you t o  r e c a l l  a s  much as  you 
can on how you found o u t  about t h i s  opera t ion  and what you 
w e r e  t o ld .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember anything t h a t  happened t h a t  day, 
xea l ly .  But it must have been l i k e  any o t h e r  opera t ion  t h a t  
we  went on. Lieutenants  and cap ta ins  met i n  o u r  CP bunker, 
and then they came back and t o l d  u s  about t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- W e l l ,  now, what happens here?  Do you remember 
who t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was then? 

A. Sure,  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t o l d  t h e  
squad l eader s  and t h e  headquarters  element o r  i f  he  t o l d  the 
whole platoon? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. H e  could have and might no t  
have. 

a- You don ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A* No. 

Q. W a s  there anything unusual about t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  d i d n ' t  occur  on o t h e r  opera t ions?  

A. No. I c a n ' t  even remember a b r i e f i n g .  

a. Nothing unusual? 

A. Not anything t h a t  would s t a y  i n  m y  mind. 

Q- I might mention a couple o f  p o i n t s  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  
would t r i g g e r  anything i n  your thoughts .  Was t h e r e  anything 
mentioned about the d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No. 

Q- W a s  t h e r e  anything mentioned about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of foodstock,  t o  inc lude  animals? 

A. N o .  

Q- W a s  there anything mentioned about the procedures 
f o r  handl ing i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a rea?  

f 


A. No, no t  on t h a t  occasion.  There was one o t h e r  
occasion b e f o r e  this time. There was a f e w  Vietnamese people 
coming up towards Uptight .  They h i t  a minef i e ld .  So they 
c a l l e d  a dus to f f  t o  g e t  them ou t .  This was Lieutenant  SPRAGGINS. 
W e l l ,  L ieutenant  SPRAGGINS c a l l e d  m e  over .  But we had t o  wa i t  
because Captain MICHLES d i d n ' t  want anybody t o  go down i n  t h e  
minef i e ld  t o  g e t  those  people ou t .  So w e  a r e  wa i t ing ,  and I 
w a s  s t and ing  there t a l k i n g  w i t h  Captain MICHLES, and I d o n ' t  
know who the o t h e r  man was. I t h i n k  it was S 4 ,  t h a t  took 
c a r e  of dropping t h e  pamphlets and he lp ing  t h e  people. A t  
this time h e  s a i d  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  i s  a l l  VC. The people i n  it 
a r e  a l l  VC because they go i n  t h e r e  once a month, they g ive  
t h e m  pamphlets, they  t e l l  them t o  l eave ,  " W e ' l l  g ive you a 
home, a farm, o r  whatever and t h e  people t h a t  d o n ' t  leave  a r e  
VC o r  under VC con t ro l . "  Now, they a r e  t h e r e  on t h e i r  own w i l l ,  
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n o t  because t h e  United S t a t e s  h a s n ' t  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  them o r  
the government o f f i c i a l s .  

Q *  Now, who was t e l l i n g  you t h i s ?  Not Lieutenant  
SPRAGGINS, but  you mentioned somebody e l s e .  

A. I was s t and ing  w i t h  Captain MICHLES, and I 
d o n ' t  know the o t h e r  man. I t h i n k  it i s  S4 t h a t  handles  
t h a t  s t u f f  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember now. 

Q. Okay. But now f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  
you knew t h a t  you were going t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Oh, yes .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, as  f a r  as  you remember, you were 
t o l d  t h i s  by Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A. Right.  

Q. Did you know, and I mention t h e s e  th ings  t o  t r y  
t o  r e f r e s h  your mind, d i d  he say  t h a t  day which l i f t  you 
would be on? 

A. H e  could have. 

Q. Did you normally accompany him i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A, Yes. 


Q. T h i s  is n o t  something he would have t o  t e l l  you
each time. You would normally do t h i s ?  

A. Sometimes I d i d  and sometimes I d i d n ' t .  Sometimes 
T w a s  on t h e  l a s t  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  and sometimes I went with 
him. But usua l ly  on a company move, I very seldom went with 
him. I always ended up on one of t h e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  
come i n  l a t e r .  He always s o r t  of t r i e d  t o  keep m e  behind 
everyth ing  because he s a i d  t h a t  i f  anything happens t o  you 
t h e  morale of t h e  t roops  wouldn ' t  be good. The s a m e  thing 
with Lieutenant  SPRAGGINS. H e  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q- Do you remember any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  day 
as  t o  where you w e r e  t o  r i d e ?  

A. See,  I never r e a l l y  took s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
because I j u s t  followed my men, and I s tayed with t h e  CP group; 

( STLVA) 6 APP T-382 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

and i f  anybody g o t  h i t ,  I went o u t  and g o t  them and took 
c a r e  of  them t h e  b e s t  I could,  and t h a t  was it. What e l s e  
went on d idnft concern me a t  a l l .  A l l  I was concerned about 
was me. 

Q* A t  t h e  time i3-h b r i e f i n g  was given o r  t h e  o rde r s  
were given f o r  this opera t ion ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was 
anything s a i d  about t h e  enemy down t h e r e  o t h e r  than what you 
knew--what s i z e  enemy f o r c e  was i n  t h e  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. N o .  They always t o l d  us t h a t .  W e l l ,  i t ' s  a l l  VC, 
t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of VC. 

Q *  Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  of t h e  com-
pany w e r e  going t o  do? 

A* NO. 

Q D i d  you know t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon had a mission 
s e p a r a t e  from t h e  company, by i t s e l f ?  

A. No. 

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  you knew t h i s  l a t e r ,  b u t  I was t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  . 

A. No, I knew t h i s  l a t e r ,  much later .  

Q- But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was g iven  t o  you 
i n  the b r i e f i n g  o r  no t?  

A. No. 

Q- Okay. L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ;  and what 
I ' l l  do,  i n  o rde r  t o  b r ing  t h i s  back t o  your mind, is t o  g i v e  
you an i d e a  of what t h e  concept of opera t ion  was and what 
occurred on t h e  f i r s t  day from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  s t a n d p o i n t ,  n o t  
from t h e  p la toon s t a n a p o i n t .  Then a f t e r  t h a t ,  we  will go i n t o  
some d e t a i l s  from what w e  know f r o m  documentary information 
we  have and I w i l l  ask you t o  f i l l . o u t  anything you can b u i l d  
up t h e  p i c t u r e  with. 

A. Okay. 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4 .) 

Q Now, t o  go on w i t h  t h e  opera t ions  of  B Company. 
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We have taken primarily--what I ' l l  d i scuss  h e r e  w i l l  be docu- 
mented information which comes mostly from e i t h e r  t h e  America1 
o r  t h e  Task Force Barker o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade logs .  O f  
course ,  t h e  e n t r i e s  on those logs  a r e  r epor ted  by t h e  company 
commander of B Company through Task Force Barker and s o  f o r t h .  

A. Okay. 

Q- The f i r s t  l i f t  of  B Company touched down a t  0815 
t h a t  morning. The second l i f t  touched down a t  0827. Now, t h e  

e n t i r e  company should have been o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and on the 

landing zone by 0830. And a t  0845,  Lieutenant  COCHRAN t r ipped  

t h a t  mine o r  booby t r a p ,  was k i l l e d ,  and f o u r  o t h e r  men 

wounded; and then about 4 5  minutes l a t e r ,  I t h i n k  i t  was 0930, 

a second booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d ,  and t h e r e  were t h r e e  men wounded. 

Those t h r e e  w e r e  evacuated by Colonel BARKER. 


A. W a s  t h e r e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l o s t  t h a t  day? 

Q. Negative,  n o t  that w e  know o f ,  a t  l e a s t  not  i n  
t h e  B Company a rea .  A f t e r  they h i t  t h e  l and ing  zone, t h e  
1st Platoon s t a r t e d  moving toward t h i s  b r idge .  Now, I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e c a l l ,  i f  you can,  t h a t  movement from t h e  
landing zone t o  t h e  br idge  and t e l l  me what happened? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any k ind  of movement. The only 
th ing  I remember is  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l  t h a t  w e  rece ived  saying 
t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know who c a l l e d  f i r s t ,  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
o r  Captain MICHLES, b u t  t h a t ' s  when we heard t h e  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  And r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w a s - - I  don ' t  
know i f  they  c a l l e d  up again o r  l a t e r  on,  b u t  a s  w e  approached 
the v i l l a g e ,  Captain MICHLES s a i d ,  " I f  t h e r e  i s  any r e s i s t a n c e ,  
wipe it o u t , "  And t h a t  is  where we caught a l i t t l e  small  
arms f i r e ,  I th ink .  

Q - Now, l e t  me back t r a c k  a  minute. You say  you 
heard the f i r s t  r a d i o  communication which s a i d  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Now, d i d  you h e a r  t h a t ,  o r  was t h i s  passed back 
down the-- 

A. ( rn te rpos ing)  No, I was r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q a  You w e r e  w i t h  him? 
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A. Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, the RTO, and I d o n ' t  know 
i f  B r e t  was with us o r  not?  

A .  Our FO. 

A.  Yeah, he use t o  s t a y  w i t h  m e  q u i t e  a b i t ,  you know, 
t h e  f ou r  of  US. I d o n ' t  know if he w a s  r i g h t  wi th  us i n  
t h e r e  o r  not .  

Q. W e l l ,  t hen ,  you heard t h i s ,  and then  you &ay it was 
l a t e r  t h a t  you got-- that  you heard  Captain MICHLES? 

A. It  could have been l a t e r ;  it could have been t h e  
same time. 

Q - But you heard  him say  t o  des t roy  any r e s i s t a n c e ,  
s a i d ,  "If t h e r e  is any r e s i s t a n c e ,  wipe it o u t  ." 
A. Probably n o t  t h e  e x a c t  words. 

Q - W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you th i s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  you heard 
this communication from Captain MICHLES, can you remember 
your l o c a t i o n ?  You remember you c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  do you 
remember t h i s ? 

A. I d o n v t  remember corning across  t h e  r i v e r .  I 
remember coming back across  i t  when TAYLOR g o t  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember the concre te  b r idge?  

A. I remember when TAYLOR g o t  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
going across  it. 

a .  You d o n t t  remember going ac ross  it t h a t  morning? 

A. No. , 

Q. So you d o n ' t  remember any a c t i o n  t ak ing  p lace  down 
there a t  the b r idge?  

A .  No, no t  r e a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t .  I r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  
smal l  arms f i r e .  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s  from tliere. I d o n ' t  
know i f  w e  were on this s i d e  of  t h e  br idge  o r  the o t h e r  side 
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of  t h e  b r idge ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  it. 

Q. What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  small  arms f i r e ?  

A. I j u s t  r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  small  arms f i r e ;  t h a t ' s  
a l l .  

QI Were you with Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM when you heard 
that f i r e ?  

A. Right. 


Q- Could you s e e  where t h e  f i r i n g  was? 


A. No, I was back. I d i d n ' t  f i r e .  

Q. You w e r e  w i th  WILLINGHAM? 

A. Yes. 


Q *  And you c o u l d n ' t  s e e  where t h e  f i r i n g  was? 


A. I b e l i e v e  I was wi th  WILLINGHAM. 0 
N 

8. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any communication going 
on between t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM when 
this f i r i n g  occurred? 

A .  There must have been, b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. Be-
cause u s u a l l y  when w e  g e t  h i t ,  I usua l ly  p u t  my mind a t  e a s e  
o r  f o r g e t  everyth ing  i n  case  someone g e t s  h i t .  It seems when 
I had t o  move, i j u s t  d o n ' t  remember anything. I j u s t  d i d  
m y  job, and t h a t  was it. 

Q- W e l l ,  when you crossed  t h e  b r idge ,  do you remember 
a v i l l a g e  be ing  over t h e r e ?  

A, Right,  j u s t  vaguely.  I remember t h e  v i l l a g e  
because I know I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  because w e  were 
i n  t h e r e  twice.  W e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  i t ,  too.  

Q. That was the nex t  day? 

A, I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  next .day ,  o r  it could 
have been 3 days. I remember i t  because t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
hootch on the le f t  t h e r e .  We were g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  a f t e r  
TAYLOR g o t  it; and t h e r e  were, you know, hootches,  I guess you 
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ca l l  them, o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  u s ,  through t h e  trees. W e  were 
g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  from down below on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  

9- This  was c l e a r l y  a s  you remember i t  on t h e  day 
t h a t  TAYLOR w a s  h i t .  

A. Right.  On t h e  day t h a t  w e  went i n  t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  
p o s i t i v e l y  say  anything. 

a. Now, on t h e  f i r s t  day, you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether you 
went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  not?  

A. No. W e l l ,  no, I d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Where d id  you go? 

A I must have been r i g h t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
r i g h t  near  a  hootch o r  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  it. 

(The wi tness  i s  b r i e f e d  on a e r i a l  photo ,Exhib i t  
P-217.) 

Q. The p la toon moved up to t h e  b r i d g e  somewhere and 
crossed ,  and you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c r o s s i n g  it? 

A. No. 

9- So you would r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any a c t i o n  up 
h e r e  I suppose? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c ross ing  it. 

Q- Okay. Now, when you crossed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  you s a i d  
you d i d n ' t  go the v i l l a g e .  W e l l ,  l e t  me a s k  you t h i s  : when 
you crossed the br idge ,  and using t h i s  map as 1 inch  equals  
50 meters ,  where do you t h i n k  t h e  v i l l a g e  was. 

A .  The v i l l a g e  must have been r i g h t  h e r e  some p lace .  

Q You a r e  po in t ing  t o  r i g h t  on t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. T h i s  is t h e  r i v e r ?  

This is t h e  r i v e r .  

A. I mean r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  

9- This  pu t s  t h e  v i l l a g e  50 meters from t h e  br idge .  
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Q ( In terpos ing)  L e t  me show you. There was a t r a i l  
t h a t  came o u t - - s t r a i g h t  o u t  from t h e  br idge  and went genera l ly  
over toward--if you r e c a l l  t h e r e  was a sand dune r i d g e  back 
he re .  You c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  beach because of t h i s  h i l l  t h a t  
r an  g e n e r a l l y  down along this way. 

A. Okay. 

Q. And you kept--you t a l k e d  about a hootch. 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was--well, it should have been r i g h t  
h e r e  some p lace .  

Q. Right of f  t h e  end o f  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right o f f  t h e  end of t h e  b r idge ,  more o r  l e s s .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you some more about t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
How many hootches do you r e c a l l  being i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know because I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I ever  went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember t h e  one on t h e  l e f t  I t o l d  you 
about. There may be a couple of more. 

a. The one hootch on t h e  l e f t  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about? 

A.  It wasn" r e a l l y  a hootch. 

Q. Was it a bunker? 

A. No, i t ' s  above t h e  ground. 

Q. W e l l ,  was it made o u t  of c l a y  o r  j u s t  f a b r i c  o r  
j u s t  what, s t raw? 

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  
f i r s t  day? 

A. I don1t r e c a l l  going across  t h a t  b r idge ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

9. A l l  r i g h t .  Let  me g ive  you t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came 
from t h e  g i c i n i t y  of that v i l l a g e .  It must have been submitted 
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by t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  because it was repor ted  t o  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e .  It had t o  be r e ~ o r t e d  by t h e  B Company commander, 
and t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  t h a t  came from t h e r e  was a t  0955 t h a t  
morning. I t  w a s  r epor ted  t h a t  1 2  VC were k i l l e d  over  t h e r e ;  
and then a t  1025, which i s  an half hour l a t e r ,  t h e r e  was 
18  VC r epor ted  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e .  Now, t h e r e  was supposedly 
a good b i t  of  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  morning. T h a t ' s  30 VC i n  t h e  
per iod  of an h a l f  hour o r  an hour ,  and t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  good 
k i l l .  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  l i k e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t imes ,  anytime. 
I never went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  suppose t o  be 
enemy. The only t ime I went i n  was when somebody go t  h u r t .  

Q. But you could h e a r  i f  a f i r e  f i g h t  was going on? 

A. Yeah, I probably would because I would be r i g h t  
o u t s i d e  it some p lace .  

Q- Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  going on t h e r e ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- D i d  y ~ uh e a r  any explos ions  gaing on i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q *  A t  1 0 4 5 ,  it i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a s t e e l  helmet and 
web equipment w e r e  found. Did you ever s e e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q - A t  1420, it was repor ted  t h a t  more VC were k i l l e d .  
That is a total of 38. 

A. No .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning, be fo re  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  
b r idge ,  t h a t  there were four  o r  f i v e  mortar  rounds t h a t  came 
i n  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM asking f o r  
gunshlp suppor t ,  communicating wi th  t h e  company commander? 

A .  No. 
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Q - Do you r e c a l l  two o r  t h r e e  dud hand grenades being 
thrown a t  t h e  column a s  it moved toward t h e  br idge?  

A .  No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any s n i p e r  f i r e  being rece ived  by 
t h e  column a s  it moved toward t h e  br idge? 

A .  Yes. I remember small  arms f i r e .  

Q Of course ,  you d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  t h e  b r idge ,
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about whether it was be fo re  o r  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  
t h e  br idge .  

A. That I c a n ' t  t e l l  you because I c a n ' t  even remember 
c ross ing  t h e  br idge .  I d o n ' t  even remember c ross ing  it a f t e r  
TAYLOR got  h i t .  I remember him g e t t i n g  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f ,  
b u t  I cou ldn ' t  hones t ly  say we went across  t h e  b r idge  o r  back 
up t o  Uptight a f t e r  t h a t .  

CO a .  No, you don ' t .  The only reason I mentioned t h e  t-
br idge  i s  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  t h e  br idge  i n  your mind because from ;r, 
t h e  br idge  we can work on a t ime b a s i s  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what 
happened on one s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and what happened on t h e  0
o t h e r  s i d e .  That i s  t h e  reason t h e  br idge  i s  important  and N 
whether you remember c ross ing  o r  not  i s  not  too  important .  W e  
d i d  want t o  know i f  t h e  platoon had any t r o u b l e  from enemy 
a c t i o n  when c ross ing  t h e  br idge?  

A.  We received small  arms f i r e .  I remember t h a t .  

Q. But you d o n B tknow whether t h i s  was oii t he  e a s t  
o r  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A .  No, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you remember whether it was t h e  f i r s t  o r  second 
day? 

A .  Well, t h e  second day. 

Q .  T h a t ' s  t h e  day TAYLOR go t  h i s  f o o t  s h o t  o f f .  

A. hat was t h e  day, t h a t  was t h e  n i g h t  w e  were i n  
t h a t  b i g  v i l l a g e .  

Q. This is a n i g h t  l a t e r .  The next  n i g h t ,  you were 
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i n  the b i g  v i l l a g e .  The second day is  t h e  day t h a t  you went 
way sou th ,  went a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  t i p .  

A. I remember one n i g h t  w e  s l e p t  on a  beach because 
Lieutenant  WCLLINGHAM was k ind  of f r u s t r a t e d  wi th  m e  because 
I f o r g o t  my sandbags. H e  r e a l l y  reprimanded me f o r  t h a t .  

Q- That could have been e i t h e r  n i g h t ,  bu t  i f  you ' re  
t a l k i n g  about s l e e p i n g  on t h e  beach w i t h  only  t h e  p la toon 
t h e r e ,  t h a t  was the f i r s t  n i g h t .  If  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
s l eep ing  on t h e  beach o r  poss ib ly  t h e  beach wi th  t h e  whole 
company around t h e r e ,  t h a t  was a  second n i g h t .  

A. The n i g h t  he  reprimanded me was t h e  n i g h t  we 
w e r e  a lone .  

That w a s  t h e  f i r s t  n igh t?  

A. The f i r s t  n i g h t .  

Q- T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  That day 
t h e r e  w e r e  38 VC K I A  r epor ted  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  There were no 
c a s u a l t i e s  r e p o r t e d  s o  you d i d n ' t  t r e a t  any Vietnamese. Do 
they normally c a l l  you up t o  t r e a t  Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q. Did you s e e ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e  wherever 
you w e r e  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s ,  d i d  you see any bodies  around t h e r e ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q.' Would you remember? 

A. I probably would. 

Q g  
 Then men a c t u a l l y  s t a y e d  around t h a t  v i l l a g e  most 
of  the day, s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I ' d  say 500 meters 
south  of t h a t  genera l  a rea .  General ly  s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  
immediate v i c i n i t y  and t h a t  a f te rnoon moved o u t  n o r t h ,  moved 
up t o  t h e  n o r t h  maybe th ree -quar t e r s  of a m i l e  o r  a  mi le  and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n .  Now, t h e  p o i n t  moved 
ou t .  Do you remember i f  t h e  p o i n t  had a  Vietnamese l ead ing  
t h e  way? 

A. No. I c a n ' t  say  who w a s  l e a d i n g  when w e  moved 
out .  
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Q. Up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  genera l  v i c i n i t y  where you went 
i n t o  your n i g h t  de fens ive ,  s w i f t  b o a t s  came i n  and turned 
over  about s i x  sampans t o  t h e  1st Pla toon,  and t h e  occupants 
of those  sampans were taken  o u t  and i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  flown 
i n  and they w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and i d e n t i f i e d .  Do you 
remember this? 

A,  No. 

Q Some of  them w e r e  taken  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and the 
rest of them w e r e  r e l e a s e d  t o  go back t o  their boa t s .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  This would have happened between 1600 and 1700 t h a t  
day. 

A .  No. I d o n ' t  remember any sampans o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
or--we w e r e  on t h e  b i g  beach. The whole company searched t h e  
sampans and--

Q- (Tnterposing) No, t h i s  was on t h e  f i r s t  day. W e l l ,  
apparent ly  nothing unusual happened t h a t  n i g h t .  This was p r e t t y  
c l o s e  t o  the beach. I imagine a good b i t  of the p la toon was 
on t h e  beach. The next  day you went back down t o  t h e  br idge .  
Supposedly, the p o i n t  had a Vietnamese o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  i t  t h a t  
morning, too .  

A .  I thought w e  went--TAYLOR g o t  h i t  a f t e r  MILUS g o t  
it. 

Q That morning when t h e  p la toon went back down t o  t h e  
bridge--while TAYLOR was checking t h e  br idge  f o r  mines he 
s tepped on one. The company was coming over  t h a t  morning--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember him h i t t i n g  a mine, then. 
W e  go t  f i r e  from t h r e e  a reas  and we--as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I was 
way back because I had a long run up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  No, we 
d i d n ' t  get s n i p e r  f i r e  r i g h t  away. We go t  s n i p e r  f i r e  when they 
c a l l e d  f o r  a mine d e t e c t o r .  I remember the  mine d e t e c t o r .  
When a couple of guys were on t h e  b r idge ,  w e  g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  
and they  went a f t e r  them. The supply h e l i c o p t e r ,  I t h i n k ,  took 
TAYLOR o u t .  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  TAYLOR s e t t l e d  and everyth ing ,  
and they  s a i d  hur ry  up because t h e r e  was a mine n e a r  the 
h e l i c o p t e r .  
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Q *  You say  you came back t h a t  morning. TAYLOR stepped 

on t h e  mine. Is t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened and then 

they s e n t  f o r  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r ?  


A. Right.  


Q- Where was t h e  mine d e t e c t o r ?  


A. I t  must have been on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  
because I remember t ak ing  c a r e  o f  TAYLOR. 

Q. Do you remember, a t  t h e  t i m e  TAYLOR w a s  h i t  o r  
a t  the time you w e r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of him, whether any element 
of t h e  rest of  t h e  company had crossed  the  b r idge?  

A. J u s t  o u r  platoon.  

Q. But you mentioned t h e r e  was a couple of people on 
the br idge?  

Q. W e l l ,  this was r igh t  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  I had 
a long run. I ran  up t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  p la toon.  I looked 
him over  and everyth ing ,  b u t  j u s t  be fo re  I g o t  TAYLOR up, they 
opened up because there was a couple of men coming across  t h e  
b r idge  with a mine d e t e c t o r ,  and they  g o t  down and we got--I 
g o t  TAYLOR o u t .  Then t h e r e  was--they d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  s n i p e r s ,  
I mean they  d i d n ' t  g e t  them. 

a- W e l l ,  l e t  me s e e  if I can g e t  t h i s  seguence. TAYLOR 
w a s  h i t .  

A. Right.  

Q. You came up. A t  the t i m e  you g o t  up, nobody had 
crossed  the br idge?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. You s a y  t h e n  somebody came up t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Right. They s t a r t e d  coming ac ross .  

Q. They s t a r t e d  coming across  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h a t ' s  
when the s n i p e r  f i r e  s t a r t e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. On t h e  people on t h e  br idge?  
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A .  And towards us.  

Q- And towards you, t o o .  You mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  
s n i p e r  f i r e  came from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  

A. Well, it could have. It seemed t o  be f i r e  over  
h e r e  because a machinegun opened up. 

Q- W i t h  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  br idge .  

A .  To my l e f t .  Facing, t h e  br idge  would be behind 
m e .  

Q Then t h e  f i r e  was coming from t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Right.  

Q. That 's one l o c a t i o n .  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  mean t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s .  I mean t h e r e  
were t h r e e  weapons. I t  was coming from down nea r  t h e  r i v e r .  
I t  had t h e  men pinned down on t h e  br idge .  

Q - That would be from more o r  l e s s  t o  your south then ,  
ove r  h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  We came t h i s  way. 

Q You came down from t h e - nor th  and you w e r e  s tanding  
r i g h t  here .  Some f i r e  came from t h e  e a s t  and some f i r e  came 
from t h e  south .  Now, w e r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  with f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q- So it came from two d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s ?  

A. It could have been. I j u s t  remember them. I was 
r e a l l y  concerned with t h e  men on t h e  b r idge  because they  had 
no cover. 

Q .  Dc you know how many men were on the b r i d g e  a t  that 
time? 

A. I t h i n k  two. 

Q. Did you ever  know a man by t h e  name of Preston WINSTON? 
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A. No, I don ' t  be l ieve  so .  

9- Did you see  a man jump of f  the br idge t h a t  t i m e  
o r  hang down off  the bridge? 

A. No, I don ' t  remember. 

Q- Okay. What ac t ion was taken when this sn iper
f i r e  s t a r t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  machineguns opened up, and they returned 
f i r e .  I go t  TAYLOR up. And then I was looking f o r  h i s  weapon 
and everybody the re  w e r e  a l l  chasing bu t  the  f i r e  had stopped. 
I was looking, I remember t h a t  because I don ' t  th ink w e  ever 
found his weapon. 

Q Who 's weapon? 

A. TAYLOR'S weapon. 

Q O  Now, l e t  m e  ask you t h i s :  when you got  t he re ,  TAYLOR'S 
f oo t  was about h a l f  off  , wasn t i t ?  

A. Rignt . 
Q- Did you see  anything a s  t o  how t h i s  happened? Did 
he know this mine was t h e r e  and acc iden ta l ly  stepped on it o r  what 

A. N o ,  he d i d n ' t  say anything t o  me. 

H e  d i d n ' t ?  

Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q- W e  have an indication--

A. (rnterposing) A l l  I know i s  t h a t  he was almost i n  
shock. I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  what he s a i d  and HOUGHTON 
helped me wi th  h i m .  

Q. HOUGHTON was up there?  

Q =  Right ,  he was r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  m e  with h i m .  

Q. Did the mine sweeper ever  g e t  over there?  

A. Yes. 
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Q- But no t  whi le  you were s tanding  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  could have. Well, l i k e ,  you know, I was con-
cerned with what I was doing. I mean, i f  one of  them on t h e  
br idge  w a s  h i t ,  I would have remembered t h a t ,  t oo .  

Q.  You say  t h e  supply ship--

A.  ( In terpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  supply s h i p  
because he was r i g h t  t h e r e ,  you know. 

Q. Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming over  t h e r e  
t h e  f i r s t  day and b r ing ing  some ammunition and d e m o l i t i o n i s t  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A *  No. 

Q You d o n ' t ?  

The h e l i c o p t e r  had picked TAYLOR up some p lace  N
A. 23 
r i g h t  he re .  ~3 

Q e  F J e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t h i n g  t o  do i s  g i v e  you an i d e a  
of t h e  log  r e p o r t  t h a t  morning, which counter t racks  with what 0 

C\J 
you s a i d .  A t  0810 a booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d  and one was wounded. 
A t  0845  B Company, 1st Platoon rece ived  s n i p e r  f i re ,  

A. Right.  

Q So this w a s  about t h e  t ime you were t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I d o n ' t  rememember t h e  time. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  is  what is  r e p o r t e d ,  s o  i t  sounds reasonable 
from what you descr ibed.  

A. Tha t ' s  what happened. I remember w e  went i n  and 
g o t  h i t  s e v e r a l  t imes because I never g o t  behind over  t h e r e .  

Q. When this f i r e  was re tu rned  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
you s e e  any gunships come over  t h a t  morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  They could have c a l l e d  gunships,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  d i s t i n c t l y  remember. 

Q .  Okay. Now, t h e  company formed up t h e r e ,  and the 1st 
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Platoon and t h e  company CP moved down by t h e  r i v e r ,  moved 
south.  The 2d Platoon went over  by t h e  c o a s t  and moved 
south.  You may r e c a l l  Lieutenant  LEWIS being brought 
' i n  t h a t  morning. 

A. Lieutenant  LEWIS g o t  h i t  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, he was brought i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  The only t ime I r e c a l l  
Lieutenant  LEWIS was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I met him. I should say 
w a s  t h a t  n i g h t  when we were a t  t h e  b ig  v i l l a g e ,  when the  
doctors  came i n  and when M I L U S ,  MILSAPS, and them g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q *  That day you moved south  along t h a t  r i v e r ,  do 
you remember any sampans being taken under f i r e  o u t  on the  
r i v e r ?  

A. No. 

a. Do you remember whether t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  burned 
on t h e  way south? 

A. No. 

Q- Okay. You went a l l  t h e  way dowr- t o  t h e  end, turned 
around, came about halfway back. In  t h e  process  of going 
down t h e r e ,  the 2d Pla toon,  ou t  on t h e  beach, r epor ted  two 
VC engaged. One k i l l e d  b u t  t h a t  was o u t  on  t h e  beach, o t h e r  
s i d e  of that sand dune from you. 

A. I don ' t remember anything. 

Q - You tu rned  around. You do remember going down t o  
t h a t  southern  t i p ,  d o n ' t  you. 

A. No. 

Q. It w a s  a p r e t t y  long march; it was a  h o t  day. I t  
was a l l  t h e  way from t h e  b r idge .  

A. I ' l l  t e l l  you, one day w e  l e f t  Uptight  and w e  went 
down t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and we  marched a l l  t h e  way back up t o  D o t t i e  
and around. There has  been a l o t  of h o t  days over  t h e r e .  

Q - L e t  m e  show you a photograph of an a r e a  a l l  t h e  
way sou th .  This is Exhibi t  P-212. This  is  t h e  v i l l a g e  down 
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t o  t h e  end where t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River runs i n t o  t h e  sea .  
I thought maybe you might remember t h a t .  Maybe you d i d n ' t  
see it. 

A. I remember once w e  went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s e a  and we  
went t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  no t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  bu t  a v i l l a g e .  I j u s t  
remember once going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  on t h e  coas t .  There w e r e  
a l o t  of n i c e  s h i p s  o u t  t h e r e  and I took a few p i c t u r e s .  
But I c a n ' t  say it was t h i s  time o r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  what. 

Q. Did you have a camera a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. m a t ,  then?  

Q - Y e s ,  en t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s i p  I t h i n k  I did.  

Q D i d  you t a k e  any p i c t u r e s ?  

A. I sure d i d ,  and I d o n ' t  know where they  a r e .  I 
took one r o l l  on t h e  t r u c k  going up t o  Duc Pho from t h e  ship 
when w e  g o t  o f f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only r o l l  I go t .  

Q. What were they ,. movies? 

A. I n s t m a t i c  s l i d e s .  It was j u s t  scenery and you 
know, country s i d e .  

(i- The whole t ime you were t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  only r o l l  
you go t  back? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  only r o l l  I g o t  going home. A l l  t h e  
rest I d o n ' t  know where they a r e .  I guess somebody opened 
up my mai l  and took them f o r  themselves. They never g o t  t o  
t h e  house and I took q u i t e  a few r o l l s ,  too .  But I remember 
once,  l i k e  you say ,  t h e  s e a ,  b u t  i t  was more l i k e  a bay. 
There was a l o t  of n i c e  s h i p s  t h e r e .  

Q *  Well, a t  any r a t e ,  you d id  go down and you d i d  g o  
back and you laayered  t h a t  n i g h i  about halfway between the 
br idge  and t h e  end of t h e  penfnsula  and probably got  a h o t  
meal. Nothing of any importz.rlce happened t h a t  w e  know o f .  
The next  morning you moved b::lck up toward t h e  b r idge  and then  
kep t  going nor th  and went i r . t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  where t h e  MEDCAP 
w a s  held.  

A. In  P i n k v i l l e ?  
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Q* Y e s .  

A. I thought TAYLOR g o t  i n j u r e d  a f t e r  w e  went t o  
Pinkvi l le--

No. 

A. TAYLOR g o t  i n j u r e d  f i r s t  and then  w e  went i n t o  t h e  
b i g  v i l l a g e ?  

8 Y e s .  The next  day, the MEDCAP came i n ,  I can 
es t ima te  somewhere around 350, maybe 400  people you a l l  
t r e a t e d  t h a t  day. 

A. W e l l ,  I don ' t  remember t h a t  r e a l  w e l l  because my 
pla toon was down on t h e  o t h e r  end. I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  
the doctor  t h a t  day, because usua l ly  when he comes i n  I h e l p  
ou t ,  b u t  I was down on t h e  o t h e r  end. 

Q* You weren ' t  working wi th  MEDCAP then,  a t  a l l ?  

' A. No, I d i d  a l i t t l e  on my own down towards t h e  o t h e r  
end, b u t  I wasn ' t  with t h e  doctor  o r  t h e  o t h e r  people a t  a l l .  

Q - They came back t h a t  n i g h t  and s e t  up a n i g h t  defen-
s i v e  p o s i t i c c .  Tha t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  you g c t  a l l  +ha t  mortar f i r e .  

A. I ' l l  never f o r g e t  t h a t .  

Q - You g o t  about 12 rounds of mortar f i r e  i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  n i g h t  a t  0114, and you g o t  one k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded 
and one l a t e r  d ied .  

A. Right  . 
Q- A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  dus to f f  was reques ted  a t  0144 
and then a t  0 2 4 4  the  dus tof f  was complete, about an hour,  
from t h e  time it was reques ted  u n t i l  it was completed. Did 
you t r e a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I touched everyone of them. 

Q- They were a l l  i n  t h e  1st Platoon w e r e n ' t  they? 

A. Well, I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t .  There could have been 
a couple from t h e  o t h e r  p la toons .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I th ink  
t h e r e  was. Well, when we had them i n  t h e  dingo--
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Q. ( In terpos ing)  Had them i n  t h e  what? 

A. Dingo, I c a l l  it a dingo. I t  was surrounded by 
sand dune except  f o r  t h e  beach, i n  case any more rounds came 
i n .  I helped out  on everyone of them. 

Q - That day b e f o r e  t h i s  mortar a t t a c k ,  d i d  you see 
any p r i soners  ox de ta inees  around anywhere? 

A .  No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - A 1 1  r i g h t .  That m ~ r t a ra t t a c k  came i n ,  t h e r e  was 
a l i g h t  f i r e  team over  the a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  and t h e r e  was a l s o  
an AC-46, "Spooky" over  the re .  

A.  What do you mean by l i g h t  f i r e  team? 

Q - Two h e l i c o p t e r  gunships. 

A. Oh. 

Q That  evening, l a t e ,  t h e r e  was a woman brought i n t o  
the  company CP.  E i t h e r  one o r  both legs  were i n  p r e t t y  bad 
shape. Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q - Wheii t h e  AC-47 gunship was over  there n i g h t ,  
a f t e r  it g o t  t h e r e  and about 0 4 4 0  t h e  next  morning it was 
repor ted  another  mortar round came i n  the,re. Do you remember 
another mortar a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t  bes ides  t h e  one about 1 
o ' clock? 

A. Afte r  w e  were i n  t h e  dingo, t\ere could have been 
a couple o r  maybe j u s t  one come i n .  

Q. This was about 3 hours l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n j u r e d
had been evacuated. 

A. I d o n ' t  know a f t e r  t h e  i n j u r e d  was evacuated, 
1 had t r o u b l e  w i t h  one man t h a t  s o r t  of broke up. I was t r y i n g  
t o  keep him q u i e t .  

Q Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. That was STRACHAN, H e  s o r t  of broke up. 
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Q. H e  was i n  MILUS ' squad, wasn' t he? 

A. H e  w a s  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  next  t o  him. 

Q e  The next  day, d i d  you n o t i c e  any ARVN o r  U . S .  
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  type around t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, yeah. We marched a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  with 
them. 

Q- Were ARVN with you t h e  whole t ime? 

A. Right.  They had a few p r i s o n e r s ,  I cjuess . 
Q- When? 

A. The next  morning a f t e r  a l l  this happened and we 
w e r e  about--we marched ou t .  They s a i d  they  were going t o  l e a d  
us--you know, t h e  same o l d  s t o r y .  You g e t  it every time and 
you walk your shoes o f f  and you never g e t  anywhere. A l l  I 
d i d  was hang around and then  we came back and one g o t  away. 

Q- Well, d id  you s e e  t h e  ARVN when you were down t h e r e  
the second day? Did you s e e  any ARVN around, you know, when you 
w e r e  walking a l l  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  down t o  t h e  end of t h e  beach? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q* Now, d id  you s e e  ARVN o r  U.S . i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any 
p r i soners  ? 

A. W e l l ,  the day a f t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k  w e  
g o t  h i t ;  we i n t e r r o g a t e d , ; - l i k e  I say ,  we walked o u t .  I d o n ' t  
know which d i r e c t i o n  we  walked o u t .  Maybe it wasn ' t  t h e  whole 
platoon and one escaped and then  they l e d  us through some 
tunne l s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  our  men went down i n  t h e  tunnel--
yeah, o u r  men went down i n  t h e  t u n n e l s .  They didn 't f i n d  any-
t h i n g  and then  we g o t  back. I d o n ' t  remember what happened 
a f t e r  we got back. 

Q- D i d  you s e e  any mistreatment  of t h e s e  de ta inees  
when they  w e r e  being i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  any o f  them b e a t  up? 

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Which one was it, on t h i s  s ea rch  you went o u t  on 
o r  was it back t h e r e  where t h e  ARVN people  was? 

A. W e l l ,  it was a l l  t h e  t ime  r e a l l y .  The whole t i m e  
t hey  were de t a ined .  But I wouldn ' t  c a l l  it b e a t i n g  them up. 
They probably g o t  it l a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  know b u t  I wouldn ' t  say  
it was b e a t i n g  them up. They could  have d i sposed  of them 
a s  t h e  enemy o r  j u s t  locked them up. They l e a d  us on a w i l d  
goose chase .  I t  could  have been an hour  o r  t h e  whole day,  I 
don ' t remember. 

Q. These a r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  took you a l l  o f f ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  men t h a t  l e d  us around. They 
were going t o  show us where t h e y  h i d  t h e  mor ta rs  and where 
t h e  VC w e r e  t h a t  h i t  us t h a t  n i g h t .  This  is  l i k e ,  every  t i m e  
you go o u t ,  you g e t  t h e  same s t u f f  over  t h e r e .  

Q. Of course  some of  your  people  from t h a t  p l a toon  
d id  l o c a t e  where t h e  mor ta r  was f i r e d  from and ev idence  o f  
f o o t  p r i n t s  and t h e  b a s e  p l a t e .  

A.  Yeah, t h e y  d i d  l o c a t e  it. I w a s  w i t h  them t h a t  
morning. Saw a l l  t h e  t r a c k s  and eve ry th ing .  

Q. When t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  were g e t t i n g  b e a t  up, w e r e  
t hey  back a t  t h e  CP, o r  w e r e  t hey  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  ARVN i n t e r r o g a t e d  them when t h e y  w e r e  
ou t  w i t h  u s ,  you know, roughed them up a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. Did t h e  ARVN go wi th  you t h a t  morning when you 
went o u t  t o  look f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. Yeah, t hey  w e r e  a l l  t h e r e .  I remember one,  a 
s h o r t , r e a l  skihny and he always c a r r i e d  a l i t t l e  snub nose  
- 3 8  and. h e  used t o  c a r r y  it r i g h t  h e r e ,  s l a n t e d .  

a .  W a s  t h i s  ARVN o r  Na t iona l  Policeman? 

A. What s t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  uniforms.  Usual ly  
t h e  ARVN policemen d o n ' t  w e a r  he lmets .  

A. W e l l ,  he d i d n ' t  wear a helmet .  H e  had a s o f t  h a t  on. 
He d re s sed  more o r  l e s s  c a s u a l l y ,  n o t  r e a l l y  i n  uniform. 
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a*  Tha t ' s  probably a National  p o l i c e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know how many were wi th  u s ,  b u t  I know 
there was more than one. 

Q- Do you know of any of t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  g o t  
t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  o r  g o t  sho t?  

A. The one t h a t  g o t  away probably g o t  s h o t  because 
they  f i r e d  q u i t e  a b i t .  I t h i n k  he g o t  away. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  a Vietnamese woman working with t h e  
1st Platoon t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  ' 

Q. D i d  you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  f e l low i n  E x h i b i t  P-215? 

A. No, looks l i k e  a l l  t h e  r e s t ,  r e a l l y .  No, I c a n ' t  
s ay  honestly I did. 

Q W e l l . ,  the p a r t  t h a t  b u i l d s  up i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  of 
a c t i o n s  t h a t  took p lace  between t h e  16th and t h e  19 th  of  March, 
foeusn,s en the place the first day, thea c t i m  t h a t  t t ~ ? ~ k  or-
f i r s t  morning, r i g h t  across that bridge on a v i l l a g e  as  f a r  
as B Company is concerned. There was a number of k i l l e d  reported 
There should have been--normally we would t h i n k  t h e r e  would be 
some wounded i n  eon junct ion  w i t h  t h a t .  

A. If I would have t r e a t e d  somebody, I would have 
remembered. 

Q a  
 I was wondering if you w e r e  normally c a l l e d  up t o  
t r e a t  people if they were wounded, whether they were American 
o r  not .  

A. Right ,  I u s u a l l y  an. 

Q- Does it seem s t r a n g e  t o  you t h a t  i f  t h i s  many people 
w e r e  k i l l e d  t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  c a l l e d  up t o  t r e a t  somebody? 

A. No, n o t  a t  a l l ,  because on one ques t ion  i t  was i n  
a monsoon season when w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e .  W e  were i n  t h e  rice 
paddy and w e  g o t  h i t ,  B Company. A couple of men go t  wounded 
and everyth ing .  And l i k e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and APC's t o  
g e t  us  o u t ,  and they g o t  o u t  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  c a l l e d  i n  100 
and something dead. They s a i d  they  saw them hanging i n  the 
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trees. You know, i t ' s  k ind  of r i d i c u l o u s ,  i n  t h e  r a i n  they 
can ' t count 102 dead bodies .  This  death count wi th  me--the 
only t h i n g  I was concerned about over  t h e r e  was my job. A s  
long as  I d i d  t h a t  and I d i d n ' t  l e t  anybody down I was 
s a t i s f i e d .  The r e s t  of  t h e  Army could do what they  p lease  
and say  what they p l e a s e ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  c a r e .  

Q e  What y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me is  t h a t  t h e  body count 
wasns t  accura te?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t ,  b u t  from p a s t  experience it 
probably wasn ' t .  

Q. What I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  do is f i l l  you o u t  as 
f a r  as your--if t h i s  happened , . i f  t h i s  was c o r r e c t ,  i f  w e  
had 38 people k i l l e d  over t h e r e  it would normally fo l low t h a t  
you have a number o f  wounded and i f  you have a number of wounded, 
does it normally fol low t h a t  you ' re  c a l l e d  up t o  t ake  c a r e  
of some of  them? 

A. . It  usua l ly  goes t h a t  way. Like I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  
t r e a t  anybody t h a t  day. I f  I would have t r e a t e d  somebody 
I would have remembered it. 

Q The only t h i n g  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is how you 0 
LY

f e l t  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as w e  s e e  it f r ~ ~t h e  s t zndpo in t  cf 
what we  know? 

A. They could say  2,000 were dead, you know, I could 
c a r e  l e s s ,  you know, as  long as  none of  my men w e r e  h u r t .  They 
can say  whatever they want over  t h e i r  r ad ios  and everyth ing  
e l s e  because Erom past experiences I knew it was a bnnch of 
b u l l  anyway. 

Q- You d o n ' t  pu t  much accuracy i n  t h e  body count? 

A. I d o n ' t  pu t  much accuracy i n  anything over  t h e r e ,  
t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q. W e  have had a number of a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  What do 
you th ink  about that? 

A. I c a n ' t  even remember what happened t h a t  day. As  
f a r  as  the s i t u a t i o n  about My Lai  i n  t h e  magazines and what 
e l s e  is  going on, I j u s t  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. I would have t o  
have f a c t s  be fo re  I could b e l i e v e  something l i k e  t h a t .  Reading 
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i n  a  magazine, you ' r e  j u s t  read ing  somebody e l s e s  view anyway. 

A. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  a magazine, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
people  i n  your platoon t h a t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  a number of Vietnamese 
w e r e  unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Now I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about L i f e  magazine. W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine 
whether it was f a c t  o r  n o t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  purpose of t h e  hear ing .  

A. W e l l ,  I can ' t  say;  I don ' t  remember going i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. I f  t h e r e  was a l o t  of people 
k i l l e d  o r  i f  t h e r e  was wounded o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  I ' m  
s u r e  I would remember. 

Q. You s a i d  you were f r e q u e n t l y  wi th  BRETENSTEIN? 

A. Right ,  w e l l ,  most of t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Do you remember him be ing  c a l l e d  forward t h a t  day, 
t h e  f i r s t  day t o  a d j u s t  t h e  mortar  f i r e ?  

A. No, because I d o n ' t  even remember him around m e  
t h a t  day a t  a l l .  

h) Q - Do you remember FERNANDEZ ?0 


A. Oh, y e s ,  h e  w a s  o u r  ETG. 
G? 
fa Q. P r e t t y  good man? P 


A .  H e  was a n i c e  guy, b u t  h e  l e f t  e a r l y ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

Q - Were you wi th  him t h a t  day? 

A.  I could have been p a r t  o f  t h e  day b u t  he  usua l ly  
s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and i f  I d i d n ' t  have any c a s u a l t i e s ,  
I use t o  s l a c k  o f f  and s i t  down. 

Q. Do you remember a man named JENKINS? 

A. Yeah, Jirnrnie H E N K I N S ,  s u r e  do. 

Q. Did you see him t h a t  day? 
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A. I must have, but  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when o r  how o r  what? 

Q =  Do you remember a man by t h e  name of Larry HOLMES? 
I t h i n k  t h e r e  were two HOLMES. 

A. W e l l ,  one was t h e  preacher.  I c a l l e d  him the preacher  
because I always use t o  t a l k  t o  him. Oh, yeah, HOLMES, t h e  
r e a l  t a l l  man. H e  h u r t  h i s  back. 

& - Do you have any knowledge of  any ques t ions  o r  
inqu i ry  t h a t  was made on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be fo re  you l e f t  
Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q- Did you ever  hea r  an o r d e r  dur ing  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  
during t h a t  3 o r  4 day per iod ,  t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. No. 


Q - Were you o r  anyone you know ever  quest ioned on 

t h i s  opera t ion ,  before  t h i s  time? 

No. 

Q. And you say you d id  n o t  have a camera, o r  you had 
a camera, b u t  you d i d n ' t  have any f i l m s  from t h i s  operat ion? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any f i lms .  I had a camera, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know where my f i lms  a r e ,  anybody could have them. I 
used t o  send them back t o  headquar ters ,  and they use t o  
t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. I only g o t  one r o l l  home. 

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on t h e  
1 6 t h  of March? 

A. No. 

Q. Was mari juana a problem i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. No, n o t  i n  my platoon.  My men, they w e r e  s t r a i g h t ,  
good men. 
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Q D i d  you ever  hear  of during t h i s  operat ion o r  did 
you see o r  hear  o the r  than what you have t o l d  me of U. S. or 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  pr i soners  of war? 

A. No. They d id  s c a r e  them. Like they would take  
one guy ou t ,  f i r e  a sho t  and then, you know, come ou t  and 
sca re  t h e  o thers .  You know, they d i d n ' t  k i l l  them. A f t e r  
they couldn ' t  g e t  anything out  of t h e  o t h e r s ,  they j u s t  
t i e d  them back up and brought them back. 

'2. Did you hear  of any rapes occurr ing during this 
operation? 

A. No. 

Q- Confident ial ly ,  doc, d i d  you ever  t r e a t  these  
guys f o r  VD? 

A. No one i n  my platoon,  not  t o  my knowledge. A f t e r  
I l e f t ,  they could have , but  while I was t h e r e  I had no cases 
of VD whatsoever. It was only one I looked a t ,  and he wasn't 
from my platoon. He had a chancre on h i s  penis ,  and w e  sent 
h i m  back i n .  But he wasn't  from my platoon, and I don ' t  
remember his name. 

0- Did you ever g e t  any reques t  from anybody-for 
prophylat ics? 

A. No. 

Q - Never gave anybody one? 

A. No. 

Q= Don't you car ry  p e n i c i l l i n ?  

A. No, sir. I don' t car ry  it, I ' m  sor ry .  

Q- What do you car ry  i n  your a i d  bag? 

A. Well, I had morphine, f i v e  s y r e t t e s ,  peroxide, 
benzoin, tons of bandages, blood supplement, I c a n ' t  remember 
the name of t h a t  now, a l l  that, and j u s t  a s p i r i n  and darvons and, 
you know, s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  carry any p e n i c i l l i n .  
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Q. Ant ib io t i c s  of any type?  

A. No. I c a r r i e d  cold  t a b l e t s  and a l i t t l e  n a r c o t i c s  
bu t  no a n t i b i o t i c s  f o r  s y p h i l i s  o r  venerea l  d i s ease .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s ta tements  t h a t  might assist u s ,  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I t o l d  you a l l  I know. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you should th ink  of anything when you g e t  
back o r  i f  you run across  any l e t t e r s  o r  o rders  o r  photographs 
o r  t a p e  recordings  o r  anything t h a t  might h e l p  us t o  f i x  t imes 
and p l a c e s ,  we would app rec i a t e  it. 

A.  I f  you run across  my photographs, I would l i k e  t o  
have them back. 

Q . W e  had t h i s  come up wi th  one o t h e r  fe l low who took 
some photographs from your u n i t .  I t  must have been f a i r l y  
common. H e  s a i d  he  thought t h a t  h i s  was i n t e r c e p t e d  because 
of  what was on t h e  photography. 

A. Mine c o u l d n ' t  have been because a l l  I had was 
scenery.  W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  r o l l  I brought back, I had l i t t l e  
Vietnamese ch i ld ren  and t h a t  g o t  back a l l  r i g h t  and t h a t ' s  
about a l l  I had on t h e  o t h e r s ,  p i c t u r e s  of v i l l a g e s .  They 
used t o  l i k e  t h a t .  They used t o  l i k e  t o  pose,  t h e  f ami l i e s  
t ak ing  p i c t u r e s ,  and I used t o  send them home. But l i k e  I 
say ,  I only g o t  t h a t  one r o l l .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you do run across  anything l i k e  t h a t  
when you g e t  back, you have our  phone number I th ink?  

A. Y e s ,  I s t i l l  have it. 

Q. Give us a  r i n g .  We can make some arrangements t o  
make a copy of it. 

A. Okay, i f  I come up wi th  anything.  

Q.  I r eques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s cus s  your testim'ony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  w i tnes ses ,  
except  as  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

(SILVA) 32 APP T-382 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

-.. 
- .' 

0 

CV 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I a p p r e c i a t e  you coming. 

A. Let me ask you something. I f  I d iscussed  t h i s  
wi th  someone, would t h i s  be an o f fense  o r  something? W i l l  
I g e t  punished f o r  i t ?  

a*  We d o n ' t  term it l i k e  t h a t .  I f  you w e r e  s t i l l  i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  w e  would o r d e r  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  it, because of 
t h e  same t h i n g  you a r e  concerned about ,  t h e  testimony being a 
mat t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge, is t h e  same t h i n g  w e  a r e  con- 
cerned about.  

A. Right ,  I s e e .  

Q- So w e  ask t h e  c i v i l i a n s  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it; w e  
o rde r  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

A .  Like I s a i d ,  a l i t t l e  t h i n g  l i k e  this could wreck 
m e ,  you know. I t 's  a l l  some people need t o  t a l k  about,  even i f  
you w e r e  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I need. 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  thank you f o r  coming i n .  

The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hza r ing  recessed a t  1150 h s u r s ,  19 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TAYLOR, La r ry  H .  


DATE OF TESTIMONY : 15  February  1970 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Holiday I n n ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  


W I T N E S S  SUSPECTEDOF: Wrongful d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a v i l l a g e  

and t h e  murder of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  


COUNSEL: Dale F. Clace,CPT, J A G C ,  F o r t  Leonard Wood, 

Mis sour i .  


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Ri f leman,  B/4/3. 


The w i t n e s s  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  under  o a t h ,  answer 
any q u e s t i o n s ,  or make any s t a t e m e n t  (pg .  5) . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1200 hour s ,  15 February 
1 9 7 0 ,  a t  t h e  Holiday Inn n e a r  S t .  Louis ,  Missour i  .) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

Person p r e s e n t ,  COL WILSON. 

(MR TAYLOR w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

A. Do I have t o  be under o a t h  f o r  t h i s ?  

Q - Right .  L e t  me  go ahead and e x p l a i n  something 
t o  you. 

A.  A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. And I w i l l  do t h . i s  i n  a formal  way s o  you can 
be s u r e  t h a t  you unders tand .  

The Peers Inqu i ry  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recomnendations concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 
1 9 6 8 .  I n  conduct ing t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  it was neces sa ry  t o  
have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  opera- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son Ply V i l l a g e  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16 through 
1 9  March of  1968 .  General  PEERS, t h e r e f o r e ,  appoin ted  t h i s  
group,  of which I a m  a member, which we c a l l  i n t e r v i e w  team C 
t o  i n t e r v i e w  people  of B/4 /3  and p repa re  a complete i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  taken under o a t h .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Althouah t h e  genkra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t l a l  , i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  
of it may la te r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  th:e board w i l l  fo l low a  
sequence of q u e s t i o n s  which w i l l  be  concerned f i r s t  w i th  
your t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam. Second, t h e  
b r i e f i n g  which w a s  r ece ived  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of 16 through 19 March. I n  o t h e r  words, a 
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b r i e f i n g  o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  i t ,  which w a s  g iven on 
the 1 5 t h  of March; n e x t ,  a chronology of e v e n t s  of what hap-
pened on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18 ,  and 1 9  March 1968. The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n  
w i l l  be  concerned w i t h  m a t t e r s  o f  p rev ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s ,  o r  suppress ion  of i n fo rma t ion .  That  i s  t h e  sequence 
of q u e s t i o n i n g ,  and t h o s e  are t h e  q u e s t i o n s  which a r e  planned 
t o  be asked.  

Now, I would l i k e  t o  p u t  you under o a t h ,  and t h e n  
I w i l l  e x p l a i n .  Once I do t h a t ,  I w i l l  e x p l a i n  f u r t h e r .  Once 
you go under  o a t h ,  it does n o t  mean t h a t  you have t o  say--1'11 
g i v e  you some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  I w i l l  have -to p u t  you under 
o a t h  f i r s t ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of procedure .  

A. Wel l ,  l e t ' s  s e e .  I have t o  be  under o a t h .  Well 
( shak ing  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ) ,  it does n o t  sound very l e g a l  
t o  m e  a t  a l l .  

(2 Before  I pu t  you under  o a t h ,  l e t  me go f u r t h e r ,  
and I am n o t  going t o  do any.thing t h a t  i s  n o t  l e g a l .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  t a k e  t h e  o a t h . )  

w e l l ,  M r .  TAYLOR, s i n c e  you e l e c t  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  
o a t h  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I am going t o  t h e  n e x t  s t e p ,  which i s  t o  
i d e n t i f y  you. I f  you w i l l ,  s t a te  your f u l l  name. 

A. A l l  I do i s  g i v e  my name? 

Q . And your r e s i d e n c e .  

A. A 1 1  I do i s  g i v e  my f u l l  name and where I l i v e ?  

& Right .  Your name and where you l i v e  and your  
occupa t ion .  This  i s  t h e  sequence of ques t ion ing .  

A. A l l  r i gh - t. 
Q Would you g ive  that in format ion  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ?  

A. My name i s  Lar ry  Howard TAYLOR. I l i v e  a t  10069 1/2 
ToelLe Road, Riverview Garden Apartments. My occupa t ion  i s  
maintenance man. 
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Q I have t o  a d v i s e  you. I am go ing  t o  g i v e  you a 
warning which i s  r e q u i r e d  by law t o  be g iven  t o  anybody t h a t  
i s  s u s p e c t e d ,  and I want t o  emphasize s u s p e c t e d  as d i f f e r e n t  
from accused.  Do you unders tand?  

(Witness  i n d i c a t e d  th.e a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

I t h i n k  you sh.ould unde r s t and  t h a t  the warning i s  
g iven  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r o t e c t  your  i n t e r e s t s .  

You a r e  adv i sed  t h a t  you a r e  s u s p e c t e d  of  hav ing  
committed a war crime, t o  w i t :  wrongful  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  a  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  murder of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  

Your c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h . t s  are: you have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  remain s i l e n t ,  and any s t a t e m e n t  you make may be  used a g a i n s t  
you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l ,  

I want t o  go f u r t h e r  w i t h  you,  because  you a r e  
a u t h o r i z e d ,  a s  b e i n g  a former  m i l i t a r y  man, t o  have a l e g a l  
counse l .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  c o u n s e l ,  and t o  have counse l  
w i t h  you d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Counsel may be  c i v i l i a n  
p rov ided  by you a t  your  expense ,  o r  you may e lec t  t o  have 
m i l i t a r y  counse l  of  your  own s e l e c t i o n  i f  he  i s  r ea sonab ly  
a v a i l a b l e .  

A. I unde r s t and .  

Q You a r e  f u r t h e r  a d v i s e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  you
d e s i r e  counse l  d u r i n g  the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  counse l  i s  h e r e  
s o l e l y  a s  your  a d v i s o r .  H e  may n o t  answer q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u ,  
b u t  a t  any t i m e  you d e s i r e  you may c o n f e r  p r i v a t e l y  w i t h  your  
counse l .  I f  you d e c i d e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  now w i t h o u t  hav ing  
counse l  p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  answer ing q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t ime .  
Also ,  you may r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
q u e s t i o n i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words,  what I am s a y i n g  i s  you can r e -
q u e s t  counse l  a t  any t i m e ,  and I w i l l  g e t  counse l  f o r  you i f  
you want c o u n s e l .  
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If you want t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h o u t  c o u n s e l ,  
you d o n ' t  have t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  you d o n ' t  want  t o .  There 
may be  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you can answer t h a t  you would have no 
r ea son  n o t  t o  answer. What I a m  s a y i n g  i s  t h a t  you can d e t e r -
mine i f  you want t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  I ask  you. 

A. I d o n ' t  want any counse l .  I can answer t h e  ques-
t i o n s  t h a t  I want t o  answer and t h e  way t h e y  s h o u l d  be  answered. 

Q I w i l l  g e t  counse l  f o r  you,  and it w o n ' t  t a k e  l ong .  

A .  I know. 

Q I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  w e  have t o  go on w i t h  t h e  p rocedure  
o f  p l a c i n g  you under  o a t h .  

A .  I w i l l  have c o u n s e l ,  t h e n .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1210 h o u r s ,  1 5  February  
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1214 h o u r s ,  1 5  February 
1970.)  

COL WILSON: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  counse l  h a s  been prov ided  
f o r  M r .  TAYLOR. W i l l  c ounse l  p l e a s e  s t a te  h i s  name, g r a d e ,  and 
du ty  s t a t i o n ?  

I C  : Cap ta in  D a l e  F .  CLOSE, s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Leonard 
Wood, Mis sou r i .  

Q I want t o  a d v i s e  counse l  t h a t  you r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i s  a s  an a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  and it 
i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  you answer any q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s .  
A t  any time d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  you may c o n f e r  w i th  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  You a r e  h e r e  a s  an a d v i s o r  and s o l e l y  a s  an a d v i s o r .  
A t  t h i s  t i m e  I am p repa red  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  you have ,  
and t h e n  l e a v e  you h e r e  w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s  f o r  any q u e s t i o n s  
you may want t o  a s k  him i n  p r i v a t e .  

Would you l i k e  t o  know what I have warned him o f ?  

I C :  Y e s ,  I would. 
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Q , I have advised t h e  wi tness  t h a t  he is  suspected 
of having committed a war crime, t o  w i t :  wrongful d e s t r u c t i o n  
of a v i l l a g e  and t h e  murder of c i v i l i a n s .  

I have advised him of h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  t o  
remain s i l e n t ,  and t h a t  any s tatement  he makes may be used as  
evidence a g a i n s t  him i n  a cr iminal  t r i a l .  A t  t h e  time when I 
gave him t h i s  warning, he decided he wanted counsel .  

Now, I a m  prepared t o  leave you wi th  him a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  un less  you want t o  know a d d i t i o n a l  information.  

I C  : I don ' t  have any. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1217 hours ,  15 February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1234 hours ,  15 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: Before we pro'ceed any f u r t h e r ,  I have no t  placed 
t h e  wi tness  under oa th .  D o  you consent t o  t e s t i f y i n g  and 
answe'ring ques t ions?  

A.  Under oa th?  

A. No. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you-w i l l  no t  be sworn? 

A. No. 

Q. Is t h e r e  a r e l i g i o u s  reason f o r  t h i s ,  o r  what i s  
t h e  ob jec t ion  t o  tak.ing t h e  oath.? 

You d o n ' t  have t o  answer any ques t ions  you d o n ' t  
want t o ,  but  t h e  ques t ions  you answer, t o  be of any use ,  would 
have t o  be under oa th .  This i s  j u s t  a normal procedure.  

I C  : The wi tness  does no t  d e s i r e  t o  make any s ta tement  
a t  a l l ,  and he does not  d e s i r e  t o  be p laced  under oa th .  
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Q .  A l l  r i g h t ,  a s  I unders tand i t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  does 
n o t  d e s i r e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I C :  That  i s  my unders tanding.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  
c o r r e c t .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Let  me ask  you t h i s  : is  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you 
could  answer some q u e s t i o n s  t o  determine t h e  s o r t  of ques t ions  
t h a t  would n o t  i n c r i m i n a t e  you? 

A. No q u e s t i o n s ,  no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l .  

Very 	good. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1236 h o u r s ,  1 5  February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WARNER, J e r r y  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 6 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Machinegunner, 
Second Squad, F i r s t  P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. P R I O R  T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  WARNER s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had never  s e e n  t h e  MACV 
c a r d s  , "Nine Rules" o r  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 2 )  . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Conventions 
o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  (pg. 1). 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  o u t  of  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  on 15 March. Normally, h e  was 
b r i e f e d  by t h e  weapons squad l e a d e r  (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  They were 
t o l d  t o  t a k e  a s  much ammunition a s  they  could  c a r r y .  They 
were a l s o  t o l d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  hootches .  The miss ion  was 
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  know who b r i e f e d , t h e  squad f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  Normally, they  d i d  n o t  d e s t r o y  v i l l a g e s .  
This  was on ly  done i n  the P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  They were 
n o t  g iven  any a u t h o r i t y  t o  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k  on t h i s  miss ion  
(pg. 7 ) .  P i n k v i l l e  was t h e  most h o s t i l e  a r e a  i n  which B/4/3 
e v e r  fough t  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  
i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t a c t i c a l  employment of t h e  
p l a t o o n s  and squads of ~ / 4 / 3  (pg. 9 ) .  They d i d  n o t  have 
o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  58, 5 9 ) .  
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3 .  B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a .  1 6  March. 

WARNER came i n t o  t h e  LZ on t h e  second l i f t  
(pg .  P O ) .  P r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  t h e  LZ they  r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  f i r e  
from t h e  s o u t h  (pgs .  lo . ,  11). They were g i v e n  t h e  o r d e r  
t o  move o u t  a l m o s t  immedia te ly  (pgs .  11, 12) . H i s  squad 
moved a l o n g  a t r a i l  i n t o  a  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  a 
b r i d g e  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  There  were hoo tches  and hedgerows on 
each  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l  (pg .  1 3 ) .  They r e c e i v e d  heavy 
s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg .  3 6 ) .  The p o i n t  group and t h e  f i r s t  squad 
w e r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  WARNER'S squad (pg.  1 3 ) .  A s  t h e y  approached 
t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  t h e  second p l a t o o n  
had walked i n t o  a  m i n e f i e l d  and t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  was 
b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  (pg.  14 )  . They r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  remain  on 
t h e  t r a i l  and t o  r e c o n  by f i r e  (pg .  1 4 ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n  had n o t  been  f i r i n g  (pg.  1 4 ) .  Reconning by 
f i r e  was done by t h e  forward  machinegun (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a mor t a r  p r e p  b e i n g  p l a c e d  upon t h e  
approaches  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  1 7 )  . A mine d e t e c t o r  
team was s e n t  forward  t o  sweep t h e  approaches  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg.  1 8 ) .  The men of  t h e  second squad moved a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  (pg .  1 9 ) .  I t  took  a b o u t  20 minu tes  
f o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  3 5 ) .  They re-
c e i v e d  no f i r e  w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  it (pg. 1 9 ) .  H i s  machine-
gun crew s e t  up on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  cove r  t h e  
t r a i l  and t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  2 0 ) .  They a l s o  reconned by f i r e  
i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  (pg .  2 2 ) .  They f i r e d  
i n t o  h o o t c h e s ,  bunke r s  and hedgerows (pg .  2 3 ) .  The f i r s t  
e l emen t s  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  a l s o  reconned by f i r e  (pg.  3 5 ) .  
MADISON was t h e  gunner  and WARNER was h i s  a s s i s t a n t  ( p g . 2 2 ) .  
The v i l l a g e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  appea red  
d e s e r t e d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a woman 
was c a p t u r e d  by t h e  p o i n t  group (pgs .  25,  2 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
s e e  any b o d i e s  o r  o t h e r  Vietnamese on 16 March ( p g s .  25,  2 7 ) .  
The woman was used  t o  walk p o i n t .  She was n o t  r aped  t h a t  
n i g h t  (pgs .30 ,  6 9 ) .  There  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s h o o t i n g  
(pg.  2 5 ) .  C4 was thrown i n t o  hunke r s  by t h e  p o i n t  group 
t o  d e s t r o y  them (pgs .  26,  29 . L a t e r  i n  t h e  day, WARNER, 
remain ing  on t h e  t r a i l ,  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  2 7 ) .  
H e  h e a r d  no t a l k  a b o u t  the number of  p e o p l e  t h e  p o i n t  group 
k i l l e d  on  16 March (pg.  2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  no 
hoo tches  were burned  on 16 March (pg .  2 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
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L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM'S whereabouts a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  
b r i d g e  b u t  WILLINGHAM was n o t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg.  2 9 ) .  He heard  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  had k i l l e d  300 
people  dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he  was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  
f i g u r e  was i n a c c u r a t e  (pgs .  32, 3 3 ) .  He a l s o  heard  t h a t  
TAYLOR had d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o t  a baby i n  t h e  head and MILUS 
had c u t  a woman i n  h a l f  wi th  machinegun f i r e  (pgs .  56, 5 8 ) .  
H e  opined t h a t  t h e  VC r e p o r t e d  a s  k i l l e d  may have been i n  
t h e  bunkers  (pgs .  33, 34) , a s  t h i s  i s  what he  had heard  
(pg. 57) . A hel icopte / r  f l ew i n  t h e i r  r e supp ly  (pq.  39) . 
This inc luded  a r e supp ly  of ammunition and demol i t ions  
(pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper (pg .39) .  
Nothing unusual  occur red  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 3 9 ) .  

b .  17 March. 

On t h e  morning of 17 March, t h e  p o i n t  group,  of 
TAYLOR, TITTLE,  and HOOTON was a g a i n  l e a d i n g .  WARNER 
heard  t h a t  TAYLOR was wounded w h i l e  probing f o r  a  mine o r  
w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  d isarm it a t  t h e  approach t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pgs.  4 1 ,  42) . A f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded they  r e c e i v e d  
s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  42, 4 3 ) .  The t h i r d  
p la toon  had n o t  reached t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h a t  t ime (pg.  4 2 ) .  
However, t h e i r  p l a t o o n  secured  t h e  b r i d g e  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  
p l a t o o n s  of B/4/3 c r o s s e d  it t o  j o i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  (pg. 4 3 ) .  TAYLOR had been evacuated  by 
t h e  t i m e  t h e  o t h e r  elements  of B/ 4/3 reached t h e  b r i d g e  
and p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of gunships  (pgs .  43, 4 4 ) .  He 
remembered t h a t  two gunships  made s e v e r a l  gunruns i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  was r e c e i v e d  
(pgs.  45, 46) .  Then B/4/3 moved s o u t h  wi th  two p l a t o o n s  
a b r e a s t  (pg. 4 7 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  was on t h e  e a s t  f l a n k  
(pg. 4 7 ) .  They passed through t h r e e  o r  f o u r  v i l l a g e s  which 
were burned (pgs.  4 7 ,  4 8 ) .  Four o r  f i v e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  
accompanied B/4/3 on 17 March. The woman cap tu red  on 
1 6  March was t u r n e d  over  t o  them f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 4 8 ) .  
She w a s  l a t e r  f r e e d  (pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a h e l i c o p t e r  
w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN land ing  w h i l e  
they were a t  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  s o u t h e r n  t i p  (pgs.  49, 5 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a photographer w i t h  B/4/3 (pgs.  50,  5 1 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Navy S w i f t  Boats b r i n g i n g  i n  d e t a i n e e s  o r  
a h e l i c o p t e r  l e t t i n g  o f f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  
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B / 4 / 3  moved n o r t h  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  b r i d g e  
on 18 March (pg. 5 1 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  g a t h e r e d  t h e  
populace  (pg.  5 2 ) .  The Vietnamese were b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
company a r e a  f o r  a n  ID check and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  5 3 ) .  
However, h e  knew o f  none t h a t  were d e t a i n e d  (pg.  5 4 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  see any f o r c e f u l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  u t i l i z e d  
t h a t  day (pgs .  54 ,  5 5 ) .  PW1s w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a g a i n . o n  
19 March. They w e r e  n o t  m i s t r e a t e d  ( p g s .  61,  6 2 ,  67,  68). 
H e  r e c a l l e d  no o r d e r  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  s t o p  t h e  b u r n i n g  ( p g . 6 5 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

H e  h e a r d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  company was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
f o r  t h e i r  conduc t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  6 4 ) .  H e  a l s o  h e a r d  rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  65 ,  6 6 ) .  
H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  unnecessary  k i l l i n g  
t h a t  had t a k e n  p l a c e  (pg.  67) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  WARNER had n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone 
from h i s  u n i t  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  U.S. (pg .  2 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  
r e s u l t e d  from a d e s i r e  t o  c l e a n  o u t  t h e  a r e a  s o  t h a t  t h e y  
would n o t  r e c e i v e  such a h o s t i l e  g r e e t i n g  every  t i m e  t h e y  
went  i n  t h e r e  (pg.  5 9 ) .  H e  a l s o  had h e a r d  t h a t  a f t e r  
L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN1s d e a t h  from t h e  f i r s t  booby t rap ,  
Cap ta in  MICHLES had o r d e r e d  them t o  k i l l  everyone  (pg .  6 0 ) .  

c. H e  kid never  h e a r d  of  anyone u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a  on 
a n  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  67) . 
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EXFIIBITS 

E X I l I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

b i t  had never  seen  
M - 2  MACV Card "Nine Rules" t h e  c a r d .  2 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  W i t  had never  seen  
-	 Your Hands" t h e  c a r d .  2 

P r i n t s  of CONGLETON's  W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  as . 
-

I - /some hootches w e r e  
lburned on 1 1  March 

1 
1 

I t h e r e .  
l ~ e r i a lphoto ,  P-217 

- 20 1 anno ta ted  by.WARNER 
as WARNER prepared  

I t h i s  e x h i b i t  which 
l w a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  

I1 
1 

7 0  

evidence .  

P-221 
A e r i a l  photo ,  P-168 
anno ta ted  by WARNER 

a s  W i t  p repared  t n l s  
e x h i b i t  which was 
e n t e r e d  l n t o  

71 

I 1 evidence.  I 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1206 hours ,  6  February 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR.: The fol lowing n a n ~ d  persons are p r e s e n t  : COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  witness  i s  M r .  J e r r y  WARNER. 

(MR WARNER was call-ed as  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn and t e s t -  
i f i e d  k.3 follows :) 

M r .  WARNER p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, your occupa- 
t i o n ,  and res idence?  

A .  My names J e r r y  WARNER, I work a t  D r e s s l e r  I n d u s t r i e s .  
My address i s  3139 Lee Street. Alexandria ,  V i r g i n i a  

COL WILSOX: M r .  WARNER d id  you have a chance t o  read t h e  in-  
formation w e  passed sat? 

A. Yes, s 8 r .  

Q = t h i sPQQ ~ ~ d e r s t a n d  i s  3,:s interview team ~f  General 
PEERS ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

9. W e  a r e  concerned wi th  t h e  opera t ions  of B Company.
This team c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people ,  myself ,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
NOLL and Mr. WALSR. M r .  WALSEI i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has 
been appointed t o  a s s i s t  ,General PEERS. H e  w i l l  probably be 
up he re  i n  a few minutes. 

We'l l  fol low a sequence of ques t ions  and t r y  t o  
s t a y  i n  a  chronologica l  sequence, day by day. 

Do you r e c a l l  i n  your Army t r a i n i n g  e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  which probably would have come f o r t h  during 
a c l a s s  i n  m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  t he  Geneva Convention, and t h i s  
s-cb ject  would have been the Lega l i ty  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s?  
Legal versus i l l e g a l  orderc 

A, No, sir. 
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Q You don 't ever  remember t h a t ?  

NO, I don ' t .  

Q . We've got  an Exh ib i t  M-2 which i s  a MACV, wailst-
s i z e  card e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." This i s  a copy of i t ,  Have 
you ever  seen  t h a t  c a r d ,  f r o n t  and back? 

A. No, s ir ,  I have never  seen anything like t h j . s ,  

Q Okay. The second one,  Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  i s  entitled, 
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands. " Have you ever  seen t h a t  onc? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you d i s c u s s  this  opera t ion  wi th  anyone from your 
unit s i n c e  you came back t o  t h e  s t a t e s ?  

A.  NO,  sir. 

6 Now t h e  next  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be  concerned 
with t.he b r i e f i n g  o r  information which you may have rece ived  
t h e  day be fo re  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, do you know which opera-
t i o n  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir .  

3 
-2. .a he per iod- 16 through 1 9  arch? 

.?A - Y e s ,  s i r .  

& a  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  the first day? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

was k i l l e d  the l a s t  n igh t?  

A. Yes;  sir, 

Q Okay. This--at th .at  time on t h e  1 5 t h  of March--
which platoon L ~ C  B j 4 / 3  w e r e  you in? 

A. I w z s  i n  t h e  1st FPatocn, sir.  

Q 1st Pla togn,  Which squad? 

A.- Firs% squad--1 was assigned t o  the  second squad. 

2(WARNER) 
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Q Who was your squad l e a d e r ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I was i n  t h e  weapons squad a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
second squad of t h e  p la toon .  

Q - You remember t h e  squad l e a d e r  of  t h e  second squad? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  r i g h t  of fhand.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  squad l e a d e r  o f  t h e  weapons squad? 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I t h i n k  Sergean t  
CARDINES was a c t i n g  squad l e a d e r .  

Q- Do you remember a man named LINKOUS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was he t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I remember--I c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  you t h e  second squad l e a d e r ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  remember 
t h a t .  I f  I could  look a t  some names, you know, maybe I cou ld  
t e l l  you but--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
you must have g o t t e n  some word t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was going 
t o  occur  t h e  next--happen t h e  n e x t  morning? You remember how 
you go t  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  and who t o l d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Not e x a c t l y  how w e  g o t  it b u t  t h e  word 
was t h a t  w e  w e r e  t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  on a r e g u l a r  miss ion.  
That was it, s i r .  You know t h e  t i m e  w e  w a s  t o  g e t  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  and go i n t o  . P i n k v i l l e .  

Q- Were you t o l d  t h i s  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  were you 
i n  a group when you were informed of t h i s ?  

A. I was i n  a group,  s i r ,  I t h i n k .  I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y  how it was, s i r ,  I would assume t h a t  it w a s  i n  a 
group because t h i s  i s  u sua l l y  t h e  way they  d i d  it. 

Q- Were you u s u a l l y  b r i e f e d  by t h e  weapons squad 
l e a d e r  o r  by t h e  squad l e a d e r  t o  which you w e r e  a t t a ched?  
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A. By the  weapons squad l e a d e r ,  s i r .  

Q. Weapons squad leader .  And he  would t e l l  you which 
squad you were going with?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  a permanent assignment, sir .  

Q. I t  was? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q So you always went wi th  t h e  second squad? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many squads were t h e r e  i n  t h e  pla toon? 

A. Two, sir. 
a3 

Q Sergeant LIAS was one of t h e  squad l eade r s  wasn ' t  r-l 
he? A 

-.1 

A .  F i r s t  squad, sir. 

Q You remember t h e  pla toon se rgeant?  

A. Sergeant WESTER, I th ink .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h e r e  anything--do you r e c a l l  a t  any
time Lieutenant WTLLINGHAM b r i e f i n g  any--briefing you o r  your 
group on t h i s ?  

A. I t  might have been, we l l  as  f a r  a s  how t h e  orders  came 
down it was--it va r i ed ,  you know, from a pla toon meeting t o  
j u s t  a squad or--but mostly we'd be i n  a group s o  t h a t  everybody 
would g e t  it more o r  l e s s  a t  t h e  same t ime.  

Q. But you don ' t  remember t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A. I t  was j u s t  l i k e  any oth.er ope ra t ion ,  s i r .  We a--we 
were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  we were going ou t  on an opera t ion  and more 
o r  l e s s  what we were going t o  do and how long it was going t o  
be  and when we were supdosed t o  g e t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q Was anything s t a t e d  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  
t h e  burning of hootches ,  and s o  f o r t h ?  
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A. W e l l ,  we were going t o  t a k e  as much ammunition a s  we 
could and on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion,  which we usua l ly  c a l l  a 
search  and des t roy ,  meant t h a t  we would go i n ,  w e  round up t h e  
people ,  p u t  them i n  one c e r t a i n  a r e a ,  and search  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
i n  t h i s  case  we would des t roy  all t h e  hootches t h a t  were i n  t h a t  
a rea .  

Q That was some of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were p u t  o u t  
then? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q You remember t h i s  from t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s  I do, s i r .  

Q. Did Sergeant CARDINES t e l l  you t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I couldn' t say whether-,-it might have came from 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM or--I j u s t  can 't say.  

Q- Yes. L e t  me ask  you about t h i s  s ea rch  and des t roy
mission. Did you understand c l e a r l y  what t h i s  was o r  d i d  you 
read t h i s  i n  t h e  paper somewhere? Search and des t roy?  Do you 
c l e a r l y  remember t h i s  being designated as  a search  and des t roy  
mission? 

A .  W e l l ,  we went on q u i t e  a few search  and des t roy  mis-
s ions .  From what we've always done on t h i s  type  of mission,  
j u s t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  go i n  round up a l l  t h e  people and burn t h e  
hootches down, 

Q. Yes. I know b u t  I just--you seem to--a l o t  of B 
Company people seem t o  understand t h e  term search  and des t roy  
much, much b e t t e r  than 'C Company people d i d .  

A. W e l l  a ---the seach and des t roy  mission--

Q . CInterposing) I t  could have been i n  your t r a i n i n g  
. t h a t  you go t  t h i s ,  I don1' t  know. 

A. W e l l ,  Captain MICHLES d i d n ' t  go i n  f o r  it b u t  we 
understood what s ea rch  and des t roy  was. But Captain MICHELS 
d i d n ' t  go i n  f o r ,  you know, t h e  f u l l  term of it. 

Q. Yes. 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  be l i eve  i n  m u t i l a t i n g  people o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q What about--what about  s ea r ch  and c l e a r ,  d i d  
you have any of those  type  miss ions?  

A. Search and c l e a r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir,  because w e l l  t o  my p o i n t  of 
view, s i r ,  t h e  miss ion w a s  always t h e  s a m e .  W e  go i n t o  an 
a r e a ,  we do t h e  same t h i n g  every t i m e  w e  go i n t o  an a r ea .  
So whether it was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a c e r , t a i n  miss ion it d i d n ' t  
make any d i f f e r e n c e ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l  you d idn ' t - -d id  you des t roy  every  v i l l a g e
t h a t  you went i n t o ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q.  W e l l ,  they a l l  w e r e n ' t  t h e  same? 

A. No, s i r .  They wasn ' t  I guess.  But it w a s  always 
handled about  t h e  same. a' 

. N-

Y e s .  But t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  some case  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - I n  your normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  n o t  P i n k v i l l e  
now, d i d  you go i n  t h e r e  and des t roy  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q - J u s t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Now, d i d  you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  on 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of f oods tu f f ?  

A. W e l l ,  we a ,  such a s  anything t h a t  would be help-
f u l  t o  the enemy o r  t o  a--such as r i c e .  I f  they had a l o t  
of  bags of r i c e  w e  would g e t  a h e l i c o p t e r  down and g e t  it 
and s a l t  a l s o ,  s i r .  

Q S a l t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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I-' 

Q . Tha t ' s  normal opera t ions  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Well it was--

Q • ( In t e rpos ing )  I mean you do t h i s  a l l  t h e  t ime ,  
d o n ' t  you? That 's  no t  unusual? 

A. Anywhere--yes, s i r .  Anywhere you f i n d  a l a r g e  
amount of foods tu f f .  

Q- So t h e r e  was nothing on t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  changed
t h i s  normal procedure? They d i d n ' t  say anything d i f f e r e n t  
l i k e ,  we l l  l e t ' s  don ' t  l i f t  it o u t  l e t ' s  des t roy  it o r  l e t ' s  
bury i t ?  

A .  Well, i t - -on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion  we d i d n ' t  
f i n d  any a-.-

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  b r i e f -
ing.  I was t a l k i n g  about what you were t o l d  before  you went 
i n .  This is  what I 'm t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  r i g h t  now. 

A. No, sir. 

Q - I f  t h e r e  w a s  any d i f f e r e n c e ,  i n  your i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
from normal opera t ions?  

A. NO,  s ir  

Q. What about l i ve s tock?  

A. Don't  mess with  l i v e s t o c k ,  s ir .  

Q. Never? 

A. Never, s i r .  

Q - How about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h e  
a r e a ,  the  people i n  t h e r e ?  Anything s a i d  about t h a t ?  

A.  S i r ,  this-.-in my opinion s i r ,  this--you t a l k i n g  
about t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  s i r ?  
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Q . Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  a r e a  was occupied by t h e  enemy, s ir .  
Tha t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can say f o r  t h a t  because w e  fought  
when we go i n  and w e  fought  when we--had t o  f i g h t  when w e  
come ou t .  

Q .  Would you say t h i s  w a s  your wor s t  a r ea?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now, t h e r e  was nothing--did they  t e l l  you what 
s i z e  u n i t  was going t o  be  i n  t h e r e  o r  what you could  expect  
from t h e  enemy? 

A. No, sir. This  was, i f - -wel l ,  more o r  less from 
my unders tanding,  I can t t--well maybe i f  I could  understand--
remember t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  you know t h e  exact--

( In t e rpos ing )  Y e s .  

--C

A. They way they  had t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  s i r ,  I could  pro- -
bably  give  you more th.an t h i s  bu t  I can only g ive  it t o  you 
after-- .as  you ask  it, s i r .  0 

CV 

Q Yeah. Well I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  cover t h e  question--go 
ahead. 

A. I have f o r g o t t e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q .  No, t h e  only t h i n g  I was t a l k i n g  about  w a s  what you 
could expect  from t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e r e ?  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And I t h i n k  you t a l k e d  about  t h a t .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  you see you could always expec t  
heavy enemy concen t r a t i on  i n  t h e r e .  Every t i m e  we Id go i n  
t h e r e  w e  would u s u a l l y  l o s e  about  four  o r ,  you know, 
wounded, four  o r  f i v e  t o  t e n  people .  

Q D o  you know what a l l  t h e  p la toons  of t h e  com-
pany was supposed t o  do, t h e  l s t ,  2d and 3d Pla toons?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q No. You know where the 2d and 3d Platoons 
w e r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  1st Platoon and where t h e  1st 
Platoon was going? 

A. Yes, s i r .  When we f i r s t  go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i -
copters--

Q . (Interposing).  No, what I meant by t h a t  w a s  
d i d  they--were you t o l d ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q You weren ' t?  

A. No, sir. I could p o i n t  it ou t  on t h e  map. 

Q Y e s .  But I j u s t  wondered i f  a t  t h e  time you 
were b r i e f e d  was t h e  map used t o  show you where you were 
going? 

A. No. 

L' 
0 Q- You know what the--you h.ad t h e  two squads i n  

t h e  pla toon.  Was t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  given as  t o  what 
those  two squads were t o  do?-

4 -
:..: A. N O ,  s ir .  
( A f  

Q. Was one squad supposed t o  move ou t  ahead of t h e  
o the r  squad o r  w a s  that  s a i d ?  

A.  No, sir. They always knew. We would g e t  t h e  
order  f i r s t  o r  second squad was leading.  

, Q - Well, w a s  t h a t  pu t  out '  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  was t h a t  
put  o u t  a f t e r  you h i t  Ule landing zone? 

A. I t ' s  pu t  ou t  a f t e r  we h i t  t h e  land ing  zone, s i r .  

Q- Well, now we ' re going i n t o  t h e  ope ra t ions ,  t h e  
f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion  which i s  t h e  16 th  of March, and 
I ' m  going t o  give  you a run down on t h i s  map what t h e  con-
cep t  was and what t h e  t a s k  fo rce  d id .  Then we w i l l  s t a r t  
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asking some ques t ions  on B Company and t h e  1st Pla toon.  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  conduct of 
t h e  opera t ion  as  it was known up t o  t h i s  t ime,  Exh ib i t  MAP-4 
w a s  used) 

A s  f a r  as  B Company was concerned we have c e r t a i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  which were i nd i ca t ed  on t h e  logs  and I ' m  going t o  
ques t ion  you on t h i s  j u s t  t o  more o r  l e s s  b r ing  back t h e  
t imes and da t e s  t o  you. And then  f i n d  o u t  what informat ion 
you can give us on t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  okay? That '  s t h e  way we' 11 
go about t he  ques t ion ing  and t h i s  w i l l  inform you. 

The company's f i r s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0815, t h e  
l a s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0827. You would probably have been 
in-- I  d o n ' t  know whether you were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  
second l i f t ,  do you know? 

A. I don ' t - - I  t h ink  everybody came i n  t o g e t h e r ,  I 
don ' t--

Q ( In t e rpos ing )  No, t h e r e  were two l i f t s  , nine  
h e l i c o p t e r s  on each l i f t .  This i s  i n  r o u t e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
whether t h i s  w i l l  b r ing  anything back t o  you o r  n o t ,  b u t  
t h e r e  a r e  only f ive-- there  a r e  only s i x  h e l i c o p t e r s  shown 
i n  t h i s  photograph (Exhib i t  P-205) . There was a t o t a l  of 
n ine  s l i c k s  t h a t  took you down t h e r e .  It took two l i f t s  
t o  g e t  B Company i n  t h e r e .  The whole company couldn'  t go 
down i n  one l i f t .  

A. Well, I would have been on t h e  second l i f t ,  s i r ,  
because we moved ou t  r i g h t  a f t e r  we got  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  when you went i n ,  i f  t h e r e  was 
any ground f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  When .we landed and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
had go t  out  of t h e  a r ea  we s t a r t e d  r ece iv ing  sn ipe r  f i r e  
from o u r ,  f ac ing  t h e  br idge looking toward t h e  beach. We 
s t a r t e d  r ece iv ing  heavy s n i p e r  f i r e  from our  r i g h t .  

Q Well, now t h a t ' s  as  you moved o u t ,  i s n '  t it, 
t h a t  ' s  a f t e r  you moved ou t?  

A. No, s i r .  This was before  we moved o u t .  

(WARNER) 1 0  APP T-336 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. While you were s t i l l  i n  t h e  land ing  zone? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. You s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  r i g h t  here  on t h e  
landing zone? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I wonder why t h i s  wasn ' t - - th i s  should have been 
repor ted .  Where was t h e  f i r e  coming .from? 

A. It was coming from t h e  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q.  That 's--as t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  landed t h e  nose of 
t h a t  a i r c r a f t  would have been f ac ing  Upt ight ,  which was t h e  
nor th .  

A .  What I ' m  going by, as  we were f ac ing  toward t h e  
beach I mean more o r  l e s s  t h e  bridge-- 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Okay, you face-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  The br idge as  we moved ou t .  

Q. Okay, you faced the--and it was t o  your r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. So it would have been coming from t h e  south? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Af te r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  you say you got some 
s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  south? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Now how long were you on t h e  landing zone be- 
fo re  you moved ou t?  

A.  No more than a  couple of minutes,  sir .  We j u s t  
go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  I ' m  no t  su re  about t h e  t ime,  no 
more than about 5 minutes. 
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Q Well was there any a t t emp t  t o  s i l e n c e  t h i s  s n i p e r
f i r e  from t h e  south?  

A. No, sir .  W e  were g iven th.e o r d e r  t o  move o u t .  

Q Nobody d i d  anything?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q When you came i n  w a s  your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A .  Yes, sir--.no, sir--.I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I couldn ' t 
say because i f  w e  had--,if w e  w e r e  on t h e  second l i f t  t h e n  
they  cou ldn ' t  of  been f i r i n g ,  b u t  ,always on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
they w e r e  f i r i n g .  

Q - Well ,  you should  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t ,  b e ing  a 
machinegunner a s  t o  whether they  w e r e  f i r i n g  o r  n o t .  You 
don 't remember. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q . And you moved o u t  r i g h t  a s  soon a s  you g o t  o f f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  why I say I was on t h e  second 
l i f t ,  s ir .  

Q .  Y e s ,  because you would probably have had t o  s t a y
t h e r e  t o  s ecu re  t h e  l and ing  zone i f  you had been on t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Then you moved--you moved from t h e  l and ing  zone. 
Did you p i ck  up a t r a i l ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you remember, on t h a t  t r a i l  a s  you moved to-
ward t h e  b r i d g e ,  a b i g  ga t e?  Over t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  Vietnamese 
language ac ro s s  t h e  t o p  of  i t ?  A s  you e n t e r e d  a v i l l a g e ?  
Before you go t  t o  t h e  b r i dge?  

A. No, sir .  A s  I remember--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You might no t  have gone through 
t h a t  ga t e .  

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. You probably would have remembered it wouldn ' t  
you? 

A .  ( In t e rpos ing )  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  A s  I--

Q. Go ahead. 

A. A s  I remember we went through a v i l l a g e ,  en t e red  
a v i l l a g e  and-.-

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  T h i s  i s  before  you got  t o  t h e  
br idge?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. Hedgerows on each s i d e  of t h e  road? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. And hootches on each s i d e  of t h e  road? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Okay. N c w ,  you were i n  t h e  second squad, do 
you remember which. squad l e d  as  you moved toward t h e  br idge?  

A. The f i r s t  squad, s i r .  

Q Okay. The f i r s t  squad, CP,  second squad, t h a t  i s  
t h e  way it was? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And I suppose your p o i n t  group w a s  ou t  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q AS you moved down t o  t h e  br idge  what happened? 
When d i d  you f i r s t  g e t  f i r e ,  or d i d  you? 
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A. We d i d n ' t  g e t  any f i r e ,  sir. 

Q . Okay. You moved down t o  t h e  b r idge ,  could you s e e  
t h e  ac t ion  a t  t h e  br idge?  Go ahead. 

(MR WALSH ente red  hear ing)  

A. I t  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  a c t i o n ,  s i r ,  t h e  word was t h a t  we 
were g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  and t h e  2d Platoon had j u s t  walked 
i n t o  a minefield.  We got  o rde r s  t o  s t a y  on t h e  t r a i l  and 
recon by f i r e ,  s i r .  So we were moving r a t h e r  slow. 

Q .  Okay. Le t  m e  s ee  i f  I can f i x  t h e  time of it.  
Your 2d Platoon had h i t  t h e  mine. Where was your l oca t ion  
when t h e  2d Platoon h i t  t h e  f i r s t  mine? 

A. We were r i g h t  a t  t h e  hedgerows. 

Q .  You hadn ' t  reached t h e  br idge? 

A. No, sir .  We hadn ' t  reached t h e  br idge .  

Q. Well, had t h e  f i r s t  squad reached t h e  br idge?  

A. They might have, s ir ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  I 
was i n  t h e  r e a r .  

Q Now, a t  t h e  t i m e  you h i t  t h a t  mine--or t h e  t i m e  
t h e  2d Platoon h i t  t h e  mine, was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on 
from t h e  1st Platoon a t  t h a t  time? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  then  when t h a t  happened what w a s  t h e  
nex t  t h ing  t h a t  you remember? 

A .  Well t h a t ' s  when we knew t h e  v i l l a g e  we was i n  
was deser ted  and t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  2d Platoon was i n  was 
deser ted  too.  So t h e  word came, you know, t o  s t a y  on t h e  
t r a i l  and recon by f i r e .  Everytime we went i n  t h e r e  we 
walked i n t o  a dese r t ed  v i l l a g e .  W e  would g e t  surrounded 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. W e l l ,  now from t h e  s tandpoin t  of t h e  second squad, 
what ac t ion  d id  t h e  second squad take?  

A. No a c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Well what d i d  you-.-

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We wasn 't encountering anybody, 
sir. 

Q =  But what d id  this---

A. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  reconning by f i r e .  I n  o t h e r  
words prevent ing them from t ak ing  us by s u r p r i s e ,  sir. 

Q Yes. But I mean, i n  o t h e r  words you d i d  t ake  
a c t i o n  then ,  you d i d  start  f i r i n g ,  i s  t h a t  co r r ec t ?  

A. No, sir,  We--the lead  machinegun, s ir ,  w a s  
t h e  only one t h a t  took a c t i o n ,  sir. 

Q Okay. So when you say recon by f i r e  you were 
t a l k i n g  about recon by f i r e  f o r  t h e  lead  elements? 

A. Well, up f r o n t ,  ye s ,  sir .  

Q There was nothing--no reconnaissance by f i r e  
conducted by t h e  second squad, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Out t o  t h e  f l a n k s ,  I mean a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r ,  because w e  had--we 
d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  where our---

Q =  ( In te rpos ing)  Where your own t roops  were? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. So your recon by f i r e  was t o  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. And t h i s  was done with  t h e  forward machinegun, 
i s  t h a t  t h e  way it was? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. And was t h i s  done on the--on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  
o r  on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  I mean t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o r  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I t  was on the--I  assume the-- i t  s t a r t e d  before  
we crossed the  br idge .  

The gun f i r e d  before  c ros s ing  t h e  br idge? 

A. Right .  A s  I remember w e  h a l t e d  a t  t h e  b r idge ,  
c a l l e d  f o r  a mine d e t e c t o r ,  and everything moved on i n  i n  
about 5 o r  1 0  minutes. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  squad t h a t  h a l t e d  a t  t h e  
br idge? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  Called f o r  t h e  mine de t ec to r?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And t h e  f i r s t  squad began reconnaissance 
by f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Which w a s  t h e  machinegun? 

A. yes ,  sir .  

Q. What about the rif lemen? 

A .  Riflemen, I don ' t  remember--I d o n ' t  know, 
I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  sir .  

A l l  r i g h t .Q. 
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A.  But I know t h e  mach.inegun w a s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  mortar  FO came for -
ward? Do you r e c a l l  any mortar rounds coming i n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Friendly mortar rounds,  now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about? 
On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. No, sir .  

Q You don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Well where d i d  you hear  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  recon by f i r e ?  

A. From my p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l i n e ,  s i r ,  t h e  word 
was passed back t o  everybody. Like I say ,  it a l l  came a t  
t h e  same t ime ,  t o  s t a y  on t h e  t r a i l  and t o  recon by f i r e .  

Q. I n  o the r  words t h i s  w a s  passed--the people t h a t  
were going t o  do t h a t  were up forward, s o  t h e  o rde r  would 
have gone forward and back by word of mouth, i s  t h a t  t h e  
way it happened? There w a s  no r a d i o  communication here?  

A. No, s i r .  J u s t  word of mouth. 

Q. Yes. You d o n ' t  know whether t h e  squad l eade r  
heard t h i s  from t h e  pla toon l e a d e r  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  whether 
t h e  p la toon  l e a d e ~passes  it t o  him o r a l l y ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q I t  came t o  you down t h e  l i n e  of t roops?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Now, when you go t  t h i s  word d i d  you th ink  you 
were supposed t o  do any recon by f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. I t  wasn't--the orders  was for-- the 
way t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was we were supposed 
t o  be  i n  a mined a rea  s o  we c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  
because we were-.-I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  squad was a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and we w a s  going across  t h e  br idge .  Usually t h e  br idges  
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a r e  mined, t h e  a r e a  r i g h t  around the b r i d g e  i s  mined. 
They --usually t h e  enemy l i k e s  t o  c a t c h  you going a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e  and, you know, open up on you. So w e  w e r e  
g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  s o  they  assumed t h a t  w e  were,  you 
know t h a t  w e  w e r e ,  w e  w e r e  going t o  run i n t o  s t i f f  con-
t a c t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  This  was u s u a l l y  what happened any-
way and s o  w h i l e  t h e  mine d e c t e c t o r  was coming up w e  
were, we w e r e  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  w e  
w e r e  reconning by f i r e .  

Q W e l l  t h i s  is--.did you s e e  t h e  mine d e t e c t o r  
move forward? 

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q .  Who was it, do you know? 

A. No, sir. I don1t remember. 

Q Was he  i n  your p la toon  o r  was he  from t h e  
company ? 

A. H e  was i n  the company, s i r .  

Q Do you know whether  when t h e  column h a l t e d  a t  
the b r i d g e  t h e r e ,  do you know whether  they  had found mines 
o r  no t  o r  whether  they  were j u s t  going t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
any mines? 

A. W e  w e r e  going-.-we w e r e - - I  don ' t know, s i r ,  be-
cause  I wasn ' t  on p o i n t  and I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  much about  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Y e s .  

A. But I do know t h a t  mines were found i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
w e r e  f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Yes. Okay th.en a f t e r  t h i s  r econna i ssance  by 
f i r e ,  how long d i d  that reconnaissance  by f i r e  go on? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  s i r ,  no more t h a n  a couple  o f  
minutes o r  so .  

Q Then what h.appened? Did you g e t  up and move 
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forward, o r  d i d  you s t a y  where you were? 

A. We got up and moved across  t h e  br idge .  

Q And how d i d  you move a c r o s s ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  i n  
p a i r s  or-.-

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Ind iv idua l ly  by squad. 

Q Ind iv idua l ly?  One man on t h e  br idge  a t  a t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q g  Was t h a t  t h e  way you moved across?  

A. Yes, sir .  This w a s  a l s o  i n  case  you encounter 
any a c t i o n  o r  anything,  l i k e  you won't  have t o o  many 
exposed, 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A s  you moved across  t h e  bridge--
the  p o i n t  moved across  t h e  br idge I suppose and then  t h e  
f i r s t  squad and then  t h e  CP and then  t h e  second squad? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q A s  you moved across  t h e  br idge  was t h e r e  any 
f i r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  t roops?  

A. No. 

Q You d i d n ' t  rece ive  any f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Now when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  br idge
what was t h e  nex t  t h i n g  that happened? 

A. Well our machinegun s e t  up a t  t h e  b r idge ,  s i r ,  and 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  platoon---the r e s t  of t h e  pla toons  were 
spread o u t  between t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Our machinegun, you mean your machinegun s e c t i o n  
s e t  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  br idge? 
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A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Which way w a s  it facing? 

A. I t  was f ac ing ,  I ' d  say i t  w a s  cover ing t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g  d i r e c t i o n  on Exhib i t  MAP-4) . 
Q To t h e  sou th  o r  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. Well I assume it w a s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  s ir .  

Q- The b r idge  w a s  a---the br idge  w a s  on your l e f t - -
you came across  t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  br idge  w a s  on your l e f t  
and you were f ac ing  north.? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  way your machinegun w a s  fac ing?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  W e  were more o r  l e s s  covering t h e  
t r a i l  and t h e  b r idge ,  sir. 

MR WALSH : I wonder i f  you could draw a p i c t u r e  o f ,  j u s t  
roughly, of t h e  br idge and how t h e  t r a i l  went a f t e r  you 
g e t  ac ross  t h e  br idge.  Can you do t h a t  f o r  me? I t  
doesn ' t  have t o  be p r e c i s e  o r  anything j u s t  s o  w e  can 
understand i t  more c l e a r l y .  

(Witness d i d  as  requested,  ske t ch  was even tua l ly  
destroyed and w a s  no t  en te red  a s  evidence.)  

Could you pu t  l i t t l e  c i r c l e s  where t h e  v i l l age- -
about where t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. Well t h e  v i l l a g e  s t a r t e d  back up here  about t h i s  
a r ea  (p lac ing  c i r c l e s  on paper near  b r i d g e ) .  

Q. Now could you s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  b r idge?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q Okay. How about marking on here  where you s e t  
up and i n  what d i rec t ion- -wel l  you s e t  up r i g h t  a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  br idge? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Looking up t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Okay. And--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  This w a s  mostly , I mean t h i s ,  
was mostly our  mission t o  see t o  t h i s  a r ea  from he re  t o  
t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Now were a couple of people l e f t  t o  guard
equipment a t  t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes, sir .  Like I s a i d ,  we had, I say t h e  
second squad was around the re .  

Q. Who moved out--well w a s  t h e  whole pla toon
assembled r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge  when you came 
across  and s e t  up t h e  machinegun o r  had t h e  l e a d  elements 
a l ready  moved out?  

A. S i r ,  we were, more o r  l e s s  had ours  i n  a s o r t  of 
s t a t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n  s t rung  up t h e  t r a i l  l i k e  t h i s  ( in -
d i c a t i n g  on map drawn by w i t n e s s ) .  

Q .  W e l l ,  when you got  ac ross  t h e  br idge  was t h e  
f i r s t  squad o r  t h e  l ead  elements a l ready  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q W e l l  now where were you when t h e  l e a d  elements 
opened f i r e ?  

A. Where was I ?  

Q. Yes. 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I s tayed  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
up u n t i l  we got  ready t o  move on a l l  t h e  way through the--
a l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q.  Well, I didn 't make my ques t ion  c l e a r  then .  When 
you got  ac ross  t h e  br idge  and s e t  up--
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A. ( In t e rpos ing )  Okay, I understand t h e  ques t ion .  
W e  go t  ac ross  t h e  br idge  and t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  and t h a t  I s  

about a l l ,  s i r .  Everything e l s e  was f i n e .  Then a f t e r  w e  
g o t  across  t h e  br idge  they ,  as  you know, go t  ourse lves  a 
des igna ted  spo t  and everything.  We reconed by f i r e  south .  

Q Were you t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q .  Who w a s  your gunner? 

A. MADISON, sir .  

Q MADISON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And d id  you have any ammo bearers?  

A. No, s ir .  

(2 There w e r e  j u s t  two men on t h e  gun? 

A. Yes, sir. We were s h o r t .  

Q. And t h e  o t h e r  machinegun with  t h e  p la toon ,  
MILUS was t h e  machinegunner, is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And who w a s  on t h e  gun with  him? 

A. STRACHAN, sir .  

Q STRACHAN? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q .  And d id  they have any ammo bea re r s  o r  j u s t  two 
men on t h e r e ?  

(WARNER) 2 2  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-336 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A.  Two men on each gun, sir. 

Q =  A l l  r i g h t .  We're very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having 
you r e c a l l  everything t h a t  you can remember about t h i s  
time and we know what happened t h e r e  and-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well t h i s  he re  is--

Q- ( In t e rpos ing )  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  you were toward 
t h e  r e a r  b u t  now i f  you could th ink  back and let--and t e l l  
us eve r th ing  t h a t  you can remember about t h a t  it would be 
very h e l p f u l .  

A. Well, a l l  this a r e a  up i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
a r e a  near  t h e  b r idge )  was deser ted  and-- 

COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  You a r e  po in t ing  t o  an a r ea  
immediately across  from t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q- Okay. 

A. We reconned by f i r e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  here .  

Q. How d id  you do t h i s ?  

A. We f i r e d  i n t o  houses,  bunkers,  hedgerows and 
hootches and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

MR WALSH: Those t h a t  , a r e  l ay ing  nor th  of t h e  t r a i l ,  more o r  
l e s s  s t r a i g h t  o u t  from t h e  br idge?  

A. Well, they were up on p a r t  of a s l o p e  l i k e  h i l l  
h e r e ,  s i r ,  we f i r e d  up i n  t h e r e .  

0- And you d i d n b t  s e e  anybody? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. Didn't hit anybody? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  f i r e ,  sir .  And--
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Q How about t h e  people t h a t  were ahead of you on t h e  
t r a i l ,  how about them. Did you s e e  any of them f i r i n g  
up the re?  

A. No, s i r ,  because t h e r e  w a s  hootches and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h i s  up t h e r e .  

Q They had a l ready  gone around t h e  t u r n  i n  t h e  
t r a i l  and you couldn ' t  s ee  them from where you were? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you hear  them f i r i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  up t h e r e ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  that much f i r i n g ,  s i r .  Like I say ,  
we were a l l  j u s t  reconning by f i r e  a f t e r  we go t  t h e r e ,  and 
a f t e r  we got  t h e r e  it was more o r  less--we t a k e  it from 
t h e r e ,  what w e  do. We j u s t  more o r  l e s s ,  s e t  up i n  t h e  
a r ea .  The po in t  d i d  most of t h e  reconning and moving 
around t h e  a r ea  up i n  t h e r e .  

Q Well,  we've a go t  some p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  po in t  people up t h e r e  k i l l e d  a awful l o t  of 
people up t h e r e  i n  a very s h o r t  t ime,  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
I understand t h a t  from your p o s i t i o n  you wouldn' t  
have been a b l e  t o  s e e  it exac t ly  b u t  I wanted you to--
what can you t e l l  m e  about a f t e r ,  you know, a f te rwards  
when you moved up t h e  t r a i l  and looked around a l i t t l e  
b i t ?  

A .  Well, a c t u a l l y ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anything t o  
s ee .  There wasn' t ,  it w a s  some, you know, l i k e  I 
say we were f i r i n g  and t h e r e  w a s  some f i r i n g  up i n  he re .  
But o the r  than that--you s e e  t h i s  w a s  s o r t  of a s l o p e ,  
a h i l l  l i k e  and I ' d  say t h i s  s i d e ,  i n  o t h e r  words, t h e  
appearance of t h e  v i l l a g e  looked as i f  t h e  people had 
moved o u t ,  s i r .  J u s t  completely moved ou t  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  way it was a l l  t h e  way down, a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  r i v e r ,  

COL WILSON: And you d i d n ' t  s e e  any people t h a t  day 
a f t e r  you crossed t h e  r i v e r ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I s a w  one woman, s i r ,  which t h e  p o i n t  
captured.  

MR WALSH: W e l l ,  d i d  you hea r  about  o t h e r  people  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ,  t h a t  w e r e  non VC t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. W e l l  t h a t ' s  mighty s t r a n g e  because t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
r epo r t ed  3 8  of them being k i l l e d  there. A l o t  of o t h e r  
people  t h a t  we've t a l k e d  t o  t o l d  about  MILUS shoot ing  a l o t  
of people and o t h e r  people j o in ing  i n  up t h e r e .  You d i d n ' t  
see any people a l l  day, d i d  you see any bodies?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  see a body. Because l i k e  I say w e  
se t  up h e r e ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
he r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on map which he  had drawn) , wasn 't 
anybody i n  t h i s  a r e a  h.ere, and t h e  f i r s t  squad w a s  s t r u n g  
o f f  over  t h i s  way. Now I would say t h a t  they--there was a 
l o t  of shoo t ing  going on b u t  a s  f a r  as s ay ing  I saw some- 
body o r  I saw a c t u a l l y  a body, I d i d  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay. I have no reason t o  say--I have no b a s i s  
t o  argue wi th  you. I j u s t  wanted t o  make s u r e ,  you know, 
unders tand t h a t  you-- 

A.  ( In t e rpos ing )  Because w e ,  you see we cou ldn ' t  
go throughout  t h e  a r ea .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  move. W e  c o u l d n ' t  
even move between th.e hootches , couldn ' t move i n  any d i r -  
e c t i o n  b u t  s t a y  on t h e  t r a i l .  Up i n  he re  was where most 
of t h e  people  w e r e  supposed t o  have 'been  k i l l e d ,  up i n  
here .  

Q - Up on t h e  t o p  of t h a t  r i s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  we've heard  about  t h a t ,  What d i d  you 
hea r  about  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I more o r  less heard  t h e  same t h i n g  you 
heard ,  s i r .  

Q. I h a v e n ' t  t o l d  you what I heard  y e t .  
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A. Well, t h e  only t h i n g  I can say i s  what, you know, 
t h a t  I heard because I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of it. 

Q I understand t h a t .  A l l  r i g h t ,  now what I ' d  l i k e  
t o  know, because i t ' s  a l o t  b e t t e r  f o r  us t o  know what you 
heard a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  at t h e  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything.  
Th i s ,  more o r  less, happened a f t e r  every th ing  was over  wi th  
and we were moving along b u t  no t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  
The p a r t  I do know, one squad w a s  going through and they  were 
s e t t i n g  off  C4 charges i n  bunkers. And a--

Q ( In t e rpos ing )  Sometimes people would come run-
ning ou t?  

A. Well,  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  any people came run-
n ing  o u t  o r  n o t .  They were s e t t i n g  off--because I c a n ' t  even 
remember hear ing  any Vietnamese a t  a l l .  I do know they  w e r e  
blowing up bunkers though. J u s t  throwing i n  C4 charges .  

Q And d i d  you hear  t h a t  t h e r e  were people i n  t h o s e  
bunkers ? 

A. Yes? 

Q And t h e r e  were people i n  those  bunkers? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Did you hear  t h a t  t h e r e  were? 

A. Oh, a f te rwards ,  ye s ,  s i r .  I heard t h a t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now how about up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l ,  
what d i d  you hear  about t h a t ?  

A. Why I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody went up on t h e  h i l l ,  s i r .  

Q . Well I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  po in t  t h a t  you have 
drawn on t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  mark on t h e  drawing t h e  w i t -
ness  had made) . 
A. Right here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  same mark)? 
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Q Y e s ,  Wasn ' t t h a t  - up  on k ind  of  a  h i l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  I w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h a t .  I hea rd  t h a t  it was- -
t h e r e  w a s  shoo t i ng  up he r e  w i t h  the machinegun. I guess  it 
was a boy about  13  o r  14 and they  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  how h e ,  
you know, w a s  p r e t t y  f a s t  dodging b u l l e t s .  

Q But no t  f a s t  enough? 

A. I don 't know, I assumed t h a t  h e  g o t  away. They 
w e r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g .  They d i d n ' t  say  t hey  h i t  him s o  I f i g u r e d ,  
you know, t h a t  he  go t  away. 

Q Did you hea r  any t a l k  amoung any of t h e  men i n  
t h e  p o i n t  about  how many people  t h e y ' d  k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. Did you hea r  anything about  HOOTON shoo t i ng  a baby 
i n  h i s  mother ' s  arms? 

A.  No, s i r .  I never  heard  t h a t .  

Q .  W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  go up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  day ,  on t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. Only on t h e  t r a i l ,  s i r .  

Q Now, a long th .a t  t r a i l ,  you d i d n ' t  see any bod i e s?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. When you went up t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  hootches a l l  
burn ing  down o r  w e r e  they .  

A. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day w e  d i d n ' t  burn any. 

Q You d i d n ' t  burn any? 

A. No, sir. Because w e  went i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  The 
3d Platoon--

Q. ( I n t e rpos ing )  I t  is our  unders tanding t h a t  you 
s t ayed  around t h a t  a r e a  most of t h e  day and t hen  moved up t o  
t h e  n o r t h  t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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A. No, sir .  I was t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  because a t  one 
p o i n t  dur ing  t h a t  day the 3d Platoon came over ,  came over  and 
joined us. 

Q That ' s  t h e  nex t  day. 

A. The nex t  day? 

Q Y e s .  I t  is  our understanding t h a t  you s tayed  
around t h e  end of that-- in t h a t  1 i t t l e . v i l l a g e  t h e r e  a l l  
t h a t  f i r s t  day u n t i l  t h e  af ternoon.  Then you went up nor th  
and s tayed  up n o r t h  by y o u r s e l f ,  t h e  1st Platoon,  t h a t  n igh t .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And then  t h e  next  morning you came back down t o  
t h e  br idge where TAYLOR got  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q And t h a t ' s  when t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company joined 
you t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
0 

Q. Now, what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  focus t h i s  on i s  t h a t  f i r s t  CV 

day after--you remember any members of t h e  pla toon searching 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The po in t  squad w a s  i n  it. Other than--
t h e  pla toon was on t h e  t r a i l .  The po in t  squad d i d  a l l  t h e  
moving around i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Now I would assume t h a t  you 
s a i d ,  "Did I see  any bodies ,  d i d  I s e e  any people,  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ? "  I would assume t h a t  i f  we--when we 
s t a r t e d  reconning by f i r e  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on map drawn 
by wi tness )  t h e  people e i t h e r  h i d  o r  moved o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  
This i s  usua l ly  what would happen. I f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  
a t  a l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r ,  I would assume t h a t  they  moved o u t  
of t h a t  a r ea  too .  

Q. O r  h id?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. In  bunkers? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  hear  anything about t h e  1st Platoon 
k i l l i n g  any people up t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I was aware of--I hear  t h a t .  Well, I 
heard t h a t  one fe l low k i l l e d  a--shot a baby i n  t h e  head and 
MILUS c u t  a woman i n  ha l f  wi th  t h e  machinegun. 

Q We heard of t h a t .  Did they t e l l  you t h a t  o r  d id  
somebody e l s e  t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  w a s  no t  t h e  people t h a t  were involved.  
I t  was t h e  people who more o r  l e s s  saw it. 

Q. And where was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM when t h e  shoot-
ing  was going on? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  He was w i t h  t h e  second squad 
and CP group I guess ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q. He wasn ' t  back wi th  you a t  t h e  br idge?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Now, you remember a woman being around t h e r e  t h a t  
day ? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Tha t ' s  what I say ,  they captured a 
woman, t h e  p o i n t  squad captured a woman up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  sir.  
We kept  he r  wi th  us f o r  a couple of days. 

Q Do you remember f i nd ing  a booby t r a p ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Around t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Who found i t ?  Do you know? 

A. TAYLOR I th ink ,  s i r .  

Q What kind of a booby t r a p  was i t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I r e a l l y  can 't t e l l  you any 
t i m e  a booby t r a p  w a s  found what k ind it was, because w e  more 
o r  less--more o r  less t h e  p o i n t  squad was used t o  f i n d  our  
booby t r a p s .  They w e r e  p r e t t y  good a t  it. 

Q You w e r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  e i t h e r .  I 
wouldn ' t  be.  

(No response]  

W e l l ,  how much do you remember about t h e  woman, 
t h e  one t h a t  was cap tured  dur ing  t h e '  day? 

A. W e l l ,  s h e  was kep t  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  squad a t  a l l  
t i m e s .  So she  more o r  less s t ayed  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  sir.  

Q Do you know i f  anybody raped he r?  

A. No, s i r ,  d i d n lt anybody rape  h e r .  
3 

Q .  P r e t t y  su re  about  t h a t ?  ;f-&. 
-..1 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  The p o i n t  team, t h a t  n i g h t  anyway, s i r ,  
w e l l  when w e  se t  up t h a t  n i g h t  they  were, more o r  less, n o t  0 
t o  f a r  away. You know, I could  see them. cu 

Q .  You weren ' t  t o o  f a r  away from them? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q She was p r e t t y  w e l l - t r e a t e d  a l l  day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

COL WILSON: You remember MICHENER? 

A. MICHENER? 

(2. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Was he i n  your squad? I mean were you a t t a c h e d  t o  
h i s  squad? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

(1. How about STEINBRECKER? 

A.  STEINBRECKER, no. 

Q STRACHAPI I m e a n ,  S-T-R-A-C-H-A-N? 

A.  No.  H e  w a s  on w i t h  MILUS, s i r .  

Q H e  w a s n  ' t on yours  ? 

A. No.  

Q. B u t  MADISON w a s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  STEINBRECKER he wasn' t there a t  t h e  
t i m e .  

Q. H e  w a s n  ' t? 

MR WALSH: Who w a s  t h e  po in t  group a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A.  HOOTON, T I T T L E ,  t h a t  w a s  it sir. 

Q. W a s  there a young f e l l o w ,  a r e p l a c e m e n t ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I r e m e m b e r ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Do you r e m e m b e r  a m a n  n a m e d  LONG? 

A. LONG, no, sir. 

COL NOLL: How about LOVE? 

COL WILSON: S e r g e a n t  LOVE? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. H e  was - -was  it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  2 d  P l a t o o n ,  s i r .  

Q . Y e s .  W e l l ,  now MICHENER s a id  t h a t  he heard as m a n y  
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a s  85 people  w e r e  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e  t h a t  day. That  's a p r e t t y  
h igh  number? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e l l  a s  f a r  a s  what I h e a r d ,  s i r ,  I 
heard  300 was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  ope ra t i on .  

Q - I know, b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i n  t h e  1st P la toon  
a r e a .  

A. W e l l  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  s ay ing ,  s i r .  

Q .  You heard  t h a t  300 w e r e  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r .  

Q .  Who t o l d  you t h a t  though? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  s t u f f  you h e a r .  

Q Y e s .  

A. I t  comes from d i f f e r e n t  people .  

Q Did t h i s  come from anybody i n  t h e  1st P la toon  o r  
was it some---

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  more o r  less 1st 
Pla toon.  

Q .  So somebody s a i d  t hey  heard  300--well you heard  
somebody say t h a t  300 w e r e  k i l l e d  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q That" t h e  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e  we've had y e t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  b u t  I don' t - . -I  would--I, I know, I know 
f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  couldn ' t  be  t r u e ,  sir .  

Q Yes. 
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A. I mean they couldn ' t  j u s t  h ide  no 300. 

Q . Well I w i l l  t e l l  you what was r epo r t ed  and t h e s e  
were r epo r t ed  VC K I A .  We haven ' t  seen anybody y e t  t h a t  has 
seen a body--well I ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  back. We h a v e n ' t  seen any-
body y e t  t h a t  saw a male body. These were r epo r t ed  as  VC 
K I A ,  a t  0955 t h e r e  w a s  1 2 ;  1025 t h e r e  was 1 8 ,  and a t  1 4 2 0  
t h e r e  was 8. That w a s  what was repor ted  f o r  t h e  morning and 
up u n t i l  about 2 o r  3 o t c l o c k  t h a t  af ternoon.  And I d o n ' t  
know whether--we c a n F t  p in  down, we c a n ' t  f i n d  any-we heard 
some women and c h i l d r e n ,  people have seen women and ch i ld ren  
dead over t h e r e .  

A. You're t a l k i n g  about on t h i s  d a t e ,  s i r ?  

9. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about on t h a t  day and I'm t a l k i n g  
about i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  That t h e r e ' s  been s e e  women and 
ch i ld ren  dead bu t  t h e r e  h a d n ' t  been a male seen y e t .  We haven ' t  
received t h i s  h igh of a number, a s  f a r  as  t o t a l s  go, f o r  what 
has been seen.  Now t h i s  300 you heard i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  hear-
say t h a t  we've go t .  Now, t h a t ' s  what t h e  pla toon l e a d e r  
repor ted  and I--you weren ' t  t o o  f a r  from him. I wonder where 
h&--or i f  he saw t h e s e  VC? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I wasn't--, 

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You saw one boy? 

A .  No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q You d i d n ' t  see  him. You heard t h e r e  was a boy 
up on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now d id  you-.-I be l i eve  you t o l d  M r .  WALSH you d i d n ' t  
have a chance t o  look except t o  go on t h a t  t r a i l .  

A. Well, we d i d n ' t  go any further--we, l i k e  I say ,  
we were r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q Yes. 

A .  Now it is  poss ib l e  t h e r e  might have been people 
al.1 i n  t h e  bunkers,  you know, l i k e  I say. Usually when we 
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s t a r t  f i r i n g  a t  houses and t h i n g s ,  t h i s  i s  usua l ly  what 
happens. There a r e  a l o t  of people ,  you know, t h a t  leave 
t h e  a rea  o r  h ide  o r  something. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you hear - -a l r igh t  d i d  you hea r  any-
body--do you know what t h e  word i s  f o r  come o u t ,  i n  V i e t -
namese, t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  bunker, do you know how t o  t e l l  
them t h a t ?  

A. Well, they understand "F i r e  i n  t h e  ho le"  and 
t h a t  i s  what they usua l ly  h o l l e r .  

Q They usua l ly  h o l l e r  "F i r e  i n  t h e  ho le"  b u t  my 
exper ience has been--how do you know they understand t h a t ?  

A.  Well, I 've seen it happen, sir. You know, h o l l e r  
f i r e  i n  t h e  ho le  and i f  t h e r e ' s  anybody i n  t h e r e  they  come 
out .  

Q Well, now d i d  you hear  anybody say anything o t h e r  
than "F i r e  i n  t h e  h o l e " ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  people ou t  of  t h e  
bunker? 

A. No, s ir .  Like I say ,  a l l  I heard was--the 
charge--when they h o l l e r e d  "F i re  i n  t h e  ho le"  and you know--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Throw i n  t h e  charges? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Go ahead. 

MR WALSH: Did you hear  a  l o t  of "F i re  i n  t h e  hole"  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, sir .  

LTC NOLL From t h e  t i m e  you got  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  u n t i l  t h e  
t i m e  you got  t o  t h e  western edge of t h e  b r idge ,  how many 
t imes were you engaged? 

A. We were--after  f i r i n g  s i r ?  

Q . How many t imes do you th ink  somebody w a s  shoot ing 
a t  you? 
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A. Well they d i d n ' t  f i r e  but--we weren' t f i r e d  on 
b u t  once and t h a t  w a s  t he  time we were moving o u t .  We s t a r t e d  
getting--my i d e a  of what happened was t h e  3d Platoon was 
t o  our r e a r  and t h e  1st Platoon was r i g h t  up c l o s e  t o  
where they--to t h e  t r a i l  w e  took and went ou t  t o  search 
the  houses. They way it s t a r t e d ,  we s t a r t e d - - i t  seemed 
l i k e  t h e  3d Platoon s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g ,  you know, a couple of 
rounds and then  t h i s  s o r t  of spread through t h e  3d and it 
seemed l i k e ,  you know, it seemed l i k e  everybody w a s  g e t t i n g  
incoming f i r e  a l l  a t  t h e  same time. 

Q Okay. 

A. Because a t  t h a t  time everybody w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
a t t r a c t - - I  know I was, we were t r y i n g  t o  l e t  them know 
t h a t  we were g e t t i n g  sn ipe r  f i r e .  Captain MICHLES s a i d ,  
"Move o u t . "  The word was passed t o  move o u t .  So we 
moved ou t .  

Q. When you got  t o  t h e  br idge d i d  you draw any 
s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  t h e  bridge? 

A. I heard some f i r i n g ,  sir .  I ' m  no t  su re  whether 
we were g e t t i n g  f i r e  o r  what. 

Q How long d i d  it t a k e  t o  c ross  t h a t  b r idge?  To 
g e t  t h e  p la toon  across?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  s i r .  More o r  less--well I ' d  
say about 20 minutes f o r  everybody t o  g e t  ac ross .  

Q. Is t h a t  from , t h e  time t h e  f i r s t  man got  ac ross  
u n t i l  t h e  complete pla toon w a s  over? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

.Q Well, what went on dur ing  t h a t  2 0  minutes time? 
The f i r s t  t roops  t h a t  were across  t h e  b r i d g e ,  d i d  they j u s t  
s o r t  of--were they doing any f i r i n g ?  

A. ~ e c o n n i n gby f i r e ,  s i r .  

Q Reconning by f i r e .  Had they e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  d id  they w a i t  f o r  everyone t o  g e t  ac ross  before  they 
en te red?  
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A. S i r ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  on my mind, because l i k e  I s a i d  
t h i s  was a bad a r e a .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I expected  to--we a l l  
expected  t o  g e t  f i r e d  upon a t  any t i m e .  I was more o r  less 
concen t r a t i ng  on what I was doing a t  the t i m e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: Do you know BRETENSTEIN? 

A. BRETENSTEIN? 

Q - An FO? From t h e  mortar  p l a toon  w i th  t h e  1st Pla toon? 

A. I remember--I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  name, i t ' s  pronounced 
d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. BRETENSTEIN. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l  now t h i s  is--I want t o  p i n  t h i s  down because  
it would appear t h a t  you would remember t h i s  i f  you had 
very good obse rva t i on  of  t h e  f i r e - - t he  t y p e  of f i r i n g  t h a t  
w a s  going on up t h e r e  because BRETENSTEIN says  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  5 mor tar  rounds ,  81 mortar  rounds f i r e d  r i g h t  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i dge .  Three of  them were duds. 
That  means t h a t  you had a couple of  mortar  rounds go o f f  
ove r  t h e r e .  I f  you cou ld  h e a r  t h e  mine back t h e r e  where 
C0CHRAT;I was k i l l e d  it would appear t o  m e  t h a t  cou ld  h e a r  
t hose  mortar  rounds r i g h t  up t h e r e  a few hundred f e e t  i n  
f r o n t  of you? 

A .  W e l l  s i r ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I cou ldn ' t - - I  r e a l l y  
c ~ u l d n ' tsay  because I was concen t r a t i ng  on--well I was 
more o r  l e s s - - the  b u l l e t s  were coming through t h e s e  hedges 
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  s o  I w a s n ' t  t o o  much conscious  o f  
what was going on up f r o n t .  

Q Well ,  you were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Heavy s n i p e r  f i r e .  

MR WALSH: Can you--could you t h i n k  now and t e l l  m e  who was it 
t h e r e  w i th  L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM when you were a t  t h e  b r i dge?  
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Now these people we know f o r  s u r e ,  Sergeant LIAS, TITTLE--

A. (Interposing).  You mean exac t ly  who w a s  a t  t h e  
br idge?  

Q- No, who was up f r o n t ?  

A .  W e l l .  

0- Who was i n  t h a t  f i r s t  squad now, t h e r e  w a s  Ser-
geant LIAS--, 

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  Well it would be TAYLOR, TITTLE 
and HOOTON lead ing ,  s i r .  That I s  t h e  way it usua l ly  was 
done. E i t h e r ,  you know, they j u s t  switched around. Then 
they have t h e  members of t h e  f i r s t  squad l i n e d  up. 

Q W e l l  there would be MILUS and STRACHAN up t h e r e ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q ~ l lr i g h t .  Who e l s e ?  

A.  Sergeant  LIAS,  you mean a l l  t h e  members of t h e  
f i r s t  squad, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Which one? 

A. Marvin. PLACEK . 
I d idn ' , t  c a t ch  that l as t  one. 

PLACEK . 
Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  T h i s  o t h e r  guy that go t  
k i l l e d  whi le  we were t h e r e  t o o ,  bes ides  MILUS,  t h a t  same 
day. I f o r g o t  his name. 
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COL WILSON: Was it MOSSFORD? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. P r i v a t e  MOSSFORD? 

A. Who? 

A. Right. W e l l  t h a t ' s  it, I guess.  I c a n ' t  remember, 
i f  I could look a t  a l i s t  I could probably t e l l  you. 

Q A r o s t e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  i t ' s  i n  a lphabe t i ca l  o rde r .  

(Witness examines r o s t e r  , Exhib i t  M-24. ) 

A. GARCIA, HOWELL, I ' d  say t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q Amos  WILLIAMS, you know him? 

A. Amos was i n  t h e  second, sir .  

Q W a s  Amos WILLIAMS wi th  you a t  t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I th. ink,  I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  s u r e  b u t  
I be l i eve .  So th.e second squad was i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q MICHENER th.inks t h a t  you, Amos WILLIAMS, and he 
w e r e  guarding t h e  br idge  t h e r e ,  and you were r i g h t  by t h e  
end of t h e  br idge?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  e i t h . e r  Amos--I know t h e r e  was 
another  man t h e r e ,  MICHENER and another .  Amos may have 
been t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  w h a t  t h e  medics name was? 

A. No, cause we always c a l l e d  him "doc. " 
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Q 9 Doc? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what h i s  f i r s t  name was? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. 

Q- D o  you know where HOOTON is  now? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  go on. You s tayed  t h e r e  t h a t  
day, moved up n o r t h ,  went i n t o  a  l a a g e r ,  and came back t h e  
next  morning. What happened t o  t h a t  woman t h a t  n igh t?  Did 
she  s t a y  wi th  t h e  po in t  group? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q And when you went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t  d i d  
any t h i n g  happen? W a s  t h e r e  any a c t i v i t y  of any kind? What 
about your r a t i o n s ,  d id  you g e t  a r a t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Anybody come o u t  t o  s e e  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  nothing unusual happened, j u s t  t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and we got  our r a t i o n s  and t h a t  was it, 
sir .  

Q While you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  down t h e r e  do  you 
remember a h e l i c o p t e r ,  coming i n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q What d i d  it have on i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  Because I wasn ' t  up t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  t ime.  

Q =  Did you see  anybody g e t  o f f  i t ?  

A. You mean t h a t  same day t h a t  a l l  t h i s  supposed t o  
have happened? 
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Q = Y e s .  The f i r s t  day. 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Sounds t o  me from your d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  
of demol i t ion  used t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you know i f  t hey  g o t  a resupply?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  got  a resupply .  W e  go t  a resupply  
of machinegun ammo and any ammo t h a t  w e  used t h a t  day. W e  
go t  a resupply .  

Q Did you g e t  a resupply ,  your squad? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  go t  over what w e  needed. 

Q How much do you e s t ima te  w a s  f i r e d  t h a t  day by 
your squad? 

A. Oh, I Id say about  300 rounds. 

Q. How much you u sua l l y  ca r ry?  

A. W e  u s u a l l y  c a r r y  1 2 .  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q. When you went up and laagered  t h a t  n i g h t  and t h e n  
t h e  nex t  morning moved o u t ,  d i d  you see t h i s  woman t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What was she  doing? 

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  l i k e  most of them--any p r i s o n e r s  do,  
s i r .  That's j u s t  keep off t o  themselves i n  one p o s i t i o n .  

Q. She wasn ' t  l e ad ing  t h e  po in t ?  
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A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q. When you go t  back down t o  t h e  br idge d i d  TAYLOR--
we l l  who was leading? Was t h e  f i r s t  squad lead ing  o r  t h e  
second squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad lead inq ,  s ir .  

Q. Again? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  TAYLOR, as  I say ,  he was p r e t t y  good 
a t  t h i s .  When he go t  h i t  he was probing f o r  a mine, s i r ,  
because he knew it was t h e r e .  

Q. Was he wounded by a mine t h a t  he was probing f o r  
o r  by another  mine t h a t  he happened t o  h i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way I heard it, I d i d  s e e  it, was t h a t  
he w a s  probing f o r  a mine and t h e  mine went o f f ,  s i r .  

Q He had a l ready found t h e  mine? 

A. Right. 

Q I meant he knew t h e  mine was t h e r e  where he was 
probing,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A. Yes, sir .  But he d i d n ' t  know--see t h e  reason 
they w a s  on--usually you switch up on p o i n t ,  but  they were 
good a t  t h e i r  job, you know. So they l e f t  them up t h e r e  
permanently. 

Q. Yes. 

A .  And TAYLOR was t h e  b e s t .  He could s p o t  a mine 
almost anywhere they pu t  it. And t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
t h a t  t h i s  happened. That he d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where it 
was? 

9. Doesn ' t  t a k e  bu t  once does it. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Well, I j u s t  wondered because I thought TAYLOR 
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knew t h e  mine w a s  th.ere and w a s  t r y i n g  t o  disarm it o r  
something. We've go t  a couple of d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s .  I 
d i d n ' t  know whether you had seen it happen o r  what? 

A. Well he might have been t r y i n g  t o  disarm it o r  
probing f o r  it. Like I say ,  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  b u t  t h i s  i s  what 
I heard.  

Q Did you know t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company w a s  moving 
up toward t h e  br idge  a t  t h a t  t ime.  The 1st Platoon,  I 
t h i n k ,  was i n  f r o n t .  Had t h e  3d Platoon reached t h e  br idge  
when TAYLOR was wounded o r  do you know? 

A. No, sir.  They had no t  reached t h e  b r idge  because 
r i g h t  a f t e r  TAYLOR o r  it was before  o r  a f t e r  one, t h a t  we go t  
h i t  by s n i p e r  f i r e  from th .a t  a r e a .  

Q It was before  o r  a f t e r ,  now when was it t h a t  you 
go t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  before  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. Well, I say it w a s  a f t e r  because--

( In te rpos ing)  Af t e r  he got  h i t ?  

Q. Then you got  s n i p e r  f i r e .  Well, what ' s  t h i s  go t  
t o  do wi th  t h e  3d Pla toon,  o r  t h e  3d and 2d Platoons? Had 
they--. 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You--you said--

Q - ( , In terposing)  Y e s ,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  i f  they were a t  t h e  br idge and they were no t?  

A. W e l l ,  we were moving back,  wel l  I say no,  because 
we got  s n i p e r  f i r e  a s  we were moving back from over  t h e r e .  

Q *  Oh, I see .  You go t  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q From t h e  same p l ace  that you had done a l l  t h a t  
recon by f i r e  t h e  day before?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Now, d id  t h e  3d Platoon of t h e  company, ac ross  
t h e  r i v e r ,  d i d  it r e t u r n  any f i r e  as  it approached t h e  b r idge  
o r  d i d  it j u s t  c ros s?  

A. Well,  I say no,  sir,  because they  h a d n r t  go t  up--
I say no they hadn ' t  go t  ac ross  t h e  br idge as we were moving--
before  w e  moved back up because a-.-

Q ( In t e rpos ing )  No, I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  You came back 
t o  t h e  br idge--herevs  t h e  way w e  understand it. You came 
back t o  t h e  b r idge  f i r s t  and then  t h e  company c rossed ,  i n  
o t h e r  words you secured t h e  br idge? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  And then  t h e  company crossed.  But what I was 
t r y i n g  t o  do was g e t  t h e  t iming,  when TAYLOR was--based on 
when TAYLOR was wounded. I f  t h e  company had reached t h e  
f a r  bank of t h e  br idge  a t  t h e  t i m e  he was wounded? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. They weren ' t  over t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Now how long a f t e r  he  w a s  wounded d i d  you f i r s t  
s e e  t h e  company come up t o  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  br idge?  O r  
i n t o  t he  f a r  bank? 

A. W e l l  a s  I remember we were i n  p o s i t i o n  when t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  company came across .  So a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Had TAYLOR been evacuated? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. H e  had been? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now, d i d  any of t h e  people t h a t  were c ros s ing
t h e  br idge from t h e  oppos i te  bank t h a t  morning, d i d  they 
r ece ive  any f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any engineer  demol i t i on i s t  coming 
up and working on t h e  mines i n  t h e  a r ea?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I think--I  t h ink  we had a demolit ion 
team with  us t h a t  day as  I r e c a l l .  The, because a s  I say 
t h i s  a r e a  was usua l ly  heav i ly  mined. 

Q - W e l l  d i d  you s e e  t h e  demolit ion team c ros s  t h e  
r i v e r ,  c ross  t h e  b r idge ,  o r  were they working on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  br idge?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  t h e  demolit ion team--I 
assume t h a t  they came across  and worked on both.  They d i d  
both came across  p lus  worked on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q - Did you know Preston WINSTON? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I n  t h e  3d Platoon? WINSTON was h i s  l a s t  name. 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know him. 

Q - Somebody s a i d  he was f i r e d  on whi le  he  w a s  on 
t h e  br idge  and jumped o f f  t h e  br idge .  

A. Well a f t e r  t h e  3d Platoon got  up t h e r e  we moved 
on down a--

Q ( . In terposing)  You w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  when t h e  3d 
Pla toon crossed then? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  W e  w e r e  t h e r e .  See f i r s t  a few of  
them came across  and secured and we moved on o a t  s o  I d o n ' t  
know what happened a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q - Well once you secured the b r idge ,  a s  f a r  as  t h e  
1st Platoon secur ing  t h e  br idge a f t e r  TAYLOR was.wounded and 
you moved over t h e r e  and secured t h e  f a r  bank of t h e  br idge 
o r  secured t h e  br idge s o  t h a t  t h e  company could c r o s s ,  once 
t h a t  w a s  done do you r e c a l l  any s n i p e r  f i r e ?  A f t e r  you had 
moved i n t o  -pos i t i on  around the bridge? 

A. No, t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  a s  I remember, was before  we 
go t  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  br idge.  T h e  f i r s t  squad was a t  t h e  
br idge when t h e  s n i p e r  f i re came, s i r .  

Q And t h a t  w a s  about the t i m e  TAYLOR was w ~ a d e d ,  
e i t h e r  a l i t t l e  before  o r  a l i t t l e  a f t e r ?  

A. I say a f t e r ,  sir. 

Q =  Okay. Now what happened on gunships? 

A. W e l l  gunships came i n  a t  t h e  time t h a t  we re-
ceived t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e .  Af t e r  t h e  gunships came i n  we d i d n ' t  
g e t  any more s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q. Where was t h e  gunships f i r i n g ?  

A. Well they were f i r i n g  almost everwhere wi th  a--I 
remember MOSSFORD. He was s o r t  of s e t t i n g  on,  w e l l  t h e  
edge of t h e  br idge .  I w a s  standing--we--they c a l l e d  our  
machinegun crew from t h e  back and as  we got  up t h e r e  I could 
s e e  a--I know one b u l l e t  h i t  between t h i s  l e g s .  

Q Who w a s  t h i s ?  

.A. MOSSFORD, sir. 

Q. MOSSFORD, t h e  l a d  t h a t  was l a t e r  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yeis, s i r .  

Q That was p r e t t y  c lo se  then? 

(WARNER) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-336 

-, 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  sir. The s n i p e r  f i r e  was coming-pre t ty  c lo se .  

Q. NOW, I was t a l k i n g  about the--we were t a l k i n g
about t h e  gunships f i r e .  

A .  Well t h a t ' s  what I ' m  say ing ,  you s e e  t h e  s n i p e r  
f i r e  w a s  coming from p r e t t y  close--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  So, t h e  gunships were f i r i n g  i n  
p r e t t y  c lose?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Were they f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  ' v i l l age  where you
had had t h e  f i g h t  t h e  day before  o r  done a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  
t h e  day before?  

A. Yes, sir .  That w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How many passes  d i d  they make? 

A .  They made q u i t e  a few, s ir .  

Q. How many a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  I ' d  say two. 

Q - Now was TAYLOR evacuated a f t e r  t h i s  gunship 
a t t a c k  o r  was it before?  

A. Tha t ' s  hard t o  say because I do know t h a t  we 
d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any--I d o n ' t  remember e i t h e r  a h e l i - - I  
know a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  I ' d  say before  we rec ived  t h e  
s n i p e r  f i r e  because I d i d n ' t  s e e  him, s e e  TAYLOR a f t e r  he  
got  h i t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  So a f t e r  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  
and t h e  gunships had come i n ,  I ' d  say t h a t  he was gone 
before  a l l  t h i s  happened because as  I say ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
him. 

MR WALSH: Did MILUS's machinegun jam up on him? 

A.  Yes, sir .  T h a t ' s  why ,we were c a l l e d  up t o  t h e  
f r o n t .  

COL WILSON: What was wrong, what was h i s  stoppage? Did he 
f i x  it or--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Ne l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of t h ings  t h a t  
could have happened, s i r ,  t o o  much carbon,  no t  cleaned enough, 
ammo--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  know what t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
one was though? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Was he o u t  of a c t i o n  long o r  w a s  he--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  No, sir. He wasn ' t  ou t  of ac t ion  
long. 

Q. W e l l ,  you moved south t h a t  day and t h e r e  were two 
pla toons  a b r e a s t ,  one pla toon on t h e  l e f t  and one pla toon 
on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you were on t h e  r i g h t ,  you were on t h e  i n s i d e  
of t h e  sand dunes? You went th.rough about t h r e e  o r  four  
v i l l a g e s  down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you burn those  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q D i d  you burn the v i l l a g e s  a l l  t h e  way down? 

A. A l l  the way. down, s i r .  

Q - The one--how about t h e  one down on t h e  extreme 
southern t i p ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you recognize t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  Exh ib i t  P-212? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  
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Q You recognize that a rea?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  extreme south? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  one i s  it. 

Q. Did you burn--this one was 'burned because t h i s  
was t h e  l a s t  one down, I understand? 

A. There might not--well t h e r e  was some--some 
hootches,  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  were burned. 

Q Some of them were burned? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember any ARVN being with  you t h a t  
day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How many? 

A. Oh, wel l  I guess about four  o r  f i v e .  

Q And d id  they move wi th  t h e  1st Platoon o r  t h e  
CP o r  who? 

A. They moved wi th  t h e  CP because they turned t h a t  
woman over t o  t h e  C P ,  you know, f o r  t h e  ARVN t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
her .  

Q Who d i d ,  who tu rned  them over--who tu rned  h e r  
over? 

A. I don ' t  know who. 

Q- I t  was t h e  same--you mean t h e  g a l  t h a t  was wi th  
t h e  po in t  was tu rned  over t o  t h e  ARVN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q .  What time? 

A .  That morning. 

Q. When d i d  t h e  ARVN come ac ros s ,  where d i d  they 
come from? 

A.  Well, we moved up around a graveyard,  up t h a t  
way, and we s e t  up i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  The 3d Platoon w a s - - I  
d o n ' t  know what they were doing,  b u t  we j u s t  he ld  up i n  t h a t  
a r ea  and t h e  CP came i n  and t h a t  is  when they  tu rned  h e r  
over.  

Q. Okay. The 3d Platoon stayed--probably s tayed  up 
t h e r e  I be l i eve .  Does this---do you recognize t h i s  photo-
graph,  P-210? Do you recognize anything i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q W a s  t h e  woman t h a t  was wi th  t h e  p o i n t  d ressed  
l i k e  t h i s  person i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyway t h a t  you can say whether o r  n o t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  same woman? 

A .  NO, s ir .  

Q What kind of a head p i ece  d i d  she have on? 

A. A r e g u l a r ,  you know, Vietnamese s t raw h a t .  

Q A b i g  s t raw h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q This  one 's  not--.all r i g h t .  When you go t  down t o  
the end d i d  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  down t h e r e ?  
Colonel BARKER and Major CALHOUN g e t  o f f  of i t ?  

A.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. I don ' t - - i t  might have 
come i n ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Then you tu rned  around and came back? 
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A. Yes, sir .  

Q - Went i n t o  a l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Anybody come i n  t h e r e ,  do you remember any--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  they d i d  
because we g e t  our resupply by h e l i c o p t e r ,  s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say t h a t  Colonel BARKER came i n .  

Q You d o n ' t  know? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know i f  anybody from Task Force Barker came 
i n ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  
S 
CL)

Q. Do you remember Lieutenant  LEWIS coming i n  t h a t  ---+ 
day? E a r l i e r ?  

A. I th ink  he came i n .  0 
N 

Q Lieutenant  MUNDY and he supposedly came i n  on t h e  
same h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I remember Lieutenant  LEWIS coming i n  b u t  I d o n ' t ,  
i n  o t h e r  words e x a c t l y ,  you know, him landing ,  no,  s i r .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You remember whether t h e r e  was a photographer
t h e r e  t h a t  day o r  no t?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  one. 

A. No, sir. I ,  more o r  l e s s ,  wasn ' t  paying a t t e n t i o n  
because you know, they had--we had our per imeter  and t h i s  would 
probably be i n  a hootch anyway. 
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Q But I w a s  t a l k i n g  about a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  day,  t h e  march sou th ,  you d i d n ' t  see one? A photo-
grapher? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Nothing unusual happened t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, sir. 

MR WALSH: Now j u s t  go back w i t h  me--did we t a l k  about t h e  
people coming i n  from t h e  s e a  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I haven ' t  been asked anything.  

Q I 'rn s o r r y .  There was some--we had a r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e  Navy s w i f t  boa ts  had some sampans beached near  your 
l o c a t i o n ,  near  your l aage r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  
do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n t o  t h a t  pos i t i on  
and dropping o f f  some i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. That f i r s t  n igh t?  

Q. ' That f i r s t  n igh t .  

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: Okay t h e  nex t  morning you moved back nor th  and 
moved back by the  br idge .  I t  w a s  repor ted  t h a t  they found 
about 3,000 pounds of r i c e  up t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was 
t h e  3d Platoon t h a t  found it and then  you kep t  on moving 
nor th  up i n t o  a b i g  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of a c t i v i t y  up t h e r e .  
A MEDCAP medical team came i n  and s o  f o r t h .  NOW, I want 
t o  ask you i f  you remember any a d d i t i o n a l  ARVN personnel  
coming i n  t h e r e ,  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  
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A. There was more t h a t  we usua l ly  have, sir. 
But f o r  a c t u a l l y  how many, I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The ones t h a t  were wi th  you on 
t h e  17 th ,  t h e  ones t h a t  moved south wi th  you, t h o s e  
s i x  o r  e i g h t  you were t a l k i n g  about ,  were they a l s o  wi th  
you on t h e  18th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They w a s ,  they--from t h e  way I looked 
a t  it they was t h e  same ones t h a t  were wi th  us t h e  day 
before .  W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  any a d d i t i o n a l  because they  s t a r t e d  
ou t  wi th  cap ta in  you know, Captain MICHLES. 

Q. Did you--the 1st Platoon went back up i n t o  
t h i s  b i g  v i l l a g e  a r ea  and rounded up a l l  of t h e  people.  
Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  1st Platoon swept any of t h e  
v i l l a g e s  and rounded t h e s e  people up o r  no t?  

A. This  was our job, sir. I can t e l l  you about 
t h i s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Because t h i s  w a s  our job. The 1st Platoon was 
t o  go i n  and rounded up a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and I t h i n k  t h e  
3d Platoon was coming around t h i s  way from t h e  back and 
rounding them up a t  t h e  same t ime.  

Q Both pla toons  were working? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. The 2d Platoon was back by t h e  CP? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  say where they were, s i r .  

Q And were you involved i n  t h i s  a l l  day? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. And what time d i d  you go back t o  t h e  a r ea  you 
s e t  up t h e  n i g h t  pos i t i on?  
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A. Oh, I guess it w a s  about 4 ,  w e l l  it was about 
4 and t h e  CP was s e t  and then  we-- We s e t  up r i g h t  out-
s i d e  of a v i l l a g e  and t h e  CP was t h e r e  a l l  day and we 
j u s t  more o r  l e s s  came back t o  where t h e  CP w a s  s e t  up, 
sir. 

Q. Was your defensive  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  beach? 

A. We w e r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad w a s  f ac ing  t h e  beach. 
No, t h e  f i r s t  squad w a s  f ac ing  no r th ,  t h e  second squad was 
fac ing  t h e  beach and t h e  company was-.-.the r e s t  of t h e  3d 
Platoon was joined t o  t h e  1st Platoon.  The f i r s t  squad 
was jo in ing  t h e  1st Platoon--,the 3d Platoon and t h e  second 
squad w a s  jo in ing  t h e  2d Platoon.  

Q. Did you see  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on dur ing
t h e  day? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Where w e r e  t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t ak ing  p lace?
On t h e  beach,  back i n  a h u t ,  o r  what? 

A. Well, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  more o r  l e s s ,  on t h e i r  
own, you know, j u s t  going through t h e  men a--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  What were they doing,  checking
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q W e l l ,  I mean a s i d e  from going through t h e  crowds 
and asking ques t ions  and s o  f o r t h .  Did you s e e  any people 
taken o u t  and i n t e r r o g a t e d  ind iv idua l ly?  

A. Well, t h e  men w a s .  What they were mainly con-
cerned with .  They were s epa ra t ed ,  picked o u t  from t h e  
group and t h e i r  I D  card  w a s  checked and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  s ee  any of them taken  away a s  
VC suspec t s?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  
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Q.  Did you see any of them be ing  h e l d  a s  s u s p e c t s  
o r  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. No, s ir ,  because they  were,  everybody w a s  more o r  
less i n  t h e  a r ea .  There we ren ' t  any of them s i n g l e d  o u t ,  
t i e d  up o r  anyth.ing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q None of them w e r e  t i e d  up,. no one w a s  t i e d  up,
nobody w a s  s t and ing  guard over  anybody o r  t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  e x a c t l y  s t and ing  guard b u t  w e  watched 
them, sir. 

Q Who was watched? 

A. These people.  

Q A l l  of them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. CC, 
L" 
-&.

Q No I was t a l k i n g  about  t a k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  o u t  4 

by themselves o r  i n  groups of two o r  t h r e e  and p u t t i n g  them 
under guard and ques t i on ing  them? a 

N 
A. W e l l  t h e  men w e r e .  

Q The men w e r e .  Did you see any unusual t echn iques
i n  t h i s  ques t ion ing?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q.  Did you see any f o r c e f u l  measures t aken  a g a i n s t  
t h e s e  su spec t s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  pu t  it l i k e  t h i s ,  u sua l l y  t h e r e  i s ,  you 
know, a g a i n s t  males. The ARVN u sua l l y  do t h i s ,  any t i m e  
anything l i k e  this i s  done t h e  ARVN do it. 

Q Did this go on t h a t  day? 

A. I d i d n t t  see it, sir.  
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Q. You d i d n ' t ?  Didn ' t  s e e  anything i r r e g u l a r  about 
t h e  ques t ion ing  procedures? 

A. No, s i r .  This is  usua l ly  what we d i d  wi th  a l l  
our cap t ives .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  That n i g h t  you had a bunch of cas-
u a l t i e s  and MILUS was k i l l e d .  You had a i r  t o  ground f i r e ,  
you had two mortar  a t t a c k s  a s  w e  understand it. I t h i n k  we 
have a p r e t t y  good breakout on what happened t h a t  n igh t .  

MR WALSH: During t h a t  n i g h t  o r  dur ing  t h a t  day o r  t h e  
previous  day, d i d  you hear  anything more about what t h e  
po in t  team of t h e  1st Platoon and f i r s t  squad people had 
done t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. Well, t h e r e  w a s  t a l k  about what happened. It  
never came while we a r e  a c t u a l l y  opera t ing .  It usua l ly  
come when w e  were more o r  less i n  a group, you know, 
more o r  l e s s  s e t t l e d  down o r  r e s t i n g ,  you know, j u s t  t a k i n g  
a break.  Because l i k e  I say it w a s ,  I heard,  you know, 
I say I heard some of what had happened b u t  n o t  a l l  of it. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  M I L U S  about i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir--no, s i r ,  n o t ,  I mean about what he had 
done? 

Q Yes? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  wasn ' t  t h a t  t ype  of person t o  
t a l k  about what he had d id .  

Q W e l l ,  we've had people t e l l  us t h a t  he w a s  t e l l i n g  
some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he d id .  Well,  when you were i n  
t h e s e  l a a g e r  a r eas ,  you know, t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  t h e  second 
night-,--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well,  where we was up t h e r e  was--
i n  th is- - on t h i s  h i l l  top .  This was a rough a rea .  We 
never l i k e d  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and never l i k e d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e r e  
very long. W e  always l i k e d  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and never  l i k e d  
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t o  s t a y  i n  t h e r e  very long. We always l i k e d  t o  go i n  and 
come on ou t  and most o r  t h e  t a l k  w a s  about how Colonel 
BARKER t r e a t e d  t h e  t roops .  We spoke s o r t  a--most of t h e  
t a l k  was about f i r e  base  Do t t i e ,  we more o r  l e s s  had a 
l i t t l e  more freedom t h e r e  because we could go t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  This  was what we t a l k e d  
about mostly t h a t  n i g h t  before  we moved o u t .  

Q Well,  l e t  me ask you t h i s .  Was t h e r e  any t a l k  
e i t h e r  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  f i r s t ,  second, o r  t h e  t h i r d  
day,  about whether t h e  p o i n t  team o r  t h e  f i r s t  squad 
k i l l e d  a l o t  of women and ch i ld ren ;  whether t h i s  was what 
they were supposed t o  do , was what t h e i r  o rders  were, o r  
whether they might have went a l i t t l e  wi ld  t h e r e ?  Wasn't 
t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  about t h a t  by any of t h e  men? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Like I say ,  what I heard i n  where 
t h e r e  was j u s t  t a l k  about t h i s  one boy and they w a s  t a l k -
i n g  about TAYLOR and he had sho t  a  baby i n  t h e  head. And 
about ,  you know, anything that - - I  c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  
what, you know, everybody--all t h e  d e t a i l s ,  t h i s  was about 
a l l .  Like I say ,  MILUS w a s  t h e  one t h a t  c u t  t h i s  woman 
i n  ha l f  wi th  t h e  machinegun and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you hear  anybody say t h a t  when t h e  group 
f i r s t  went up t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  they sho t  every th ing  
t h a t  moved i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. You mean j u s t  t a l k  about whether they j u s t  
s h o t  everything? 

Q. Yes? 

A. No, s i r ,  not  i n  t h a t  sense .  

Q You only heard them t a l k i n g  about a couple 
0f -.-

A .  ( In t e rpos ing )  Inc iden t s ,  two o r  t h r e e  incidents--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Of s p e c i f i c  people t h a t  had been 
sho t?  Not any s t o r i e s  about having sho t  a  l o t  of  people run-
ning i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q And then you a l s o  heard some s t o r i e s  about 
blowing bunkers w i th  people i n  them? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Why did--what was t h e  reason TAYLOR sho t  
t h i s  baby i n  t h e  h.ead, anybody say? 

A. No, sir .  

Q They j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  TAYLOR s h o t  a baby i n  t h e  
head? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How come MILUS c u t  t h i s  woman i n  h a l f ,  anybody
say? 

A. No, sir.  Well, l i k e  I say we moved i n .  W e  were 
i n  a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of f i r i n g  and explosions  
going on and t o  my idea  it was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  mission bu t  
t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f  came i n  a f t e r ,  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  it 
because I wasn ' t  up t h e r e ,  s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  any-
body a c t u a l l y  d id  t h i s  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. What I 'm--what I 'd l i k e  t o  know i s  any back-
ground you've got  on t h e s e  two in s t ances .  What caused t h i s ?  
Did TAYLOR g e t  mad a t  t h i s  baby o r  d i d  he--was he j u s t  
f i r i n g  and happen t o  h i t  t h e  baby i n  t h e  head o r  w a s  
MILUS mad a t  t h e  woman o r  d i d  he  t h i n k  she w a s  VC o r  w a s  
he  j u s t  reconning by f i r e ,  was t h e r e  a reason f o r  t h i s  
o r  what? Was it d e l i b e r a t e  o r  a c c i d e n t a l  o r  was it , 

p a r t  of h i s  t a c t i c a l  mission? 

A. I would say t h a t  it w a s  d e l i b e r a t e ,  s i r .  

Q. Del ibera te?  T h i s  i s  t h e  way you understood 
these  t h i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q TAYLOR went up and s h o t  t h e  baby i n  t h e  head and 
MILUS c u t  a woman i n  h a l f  and they both d e l i b e r a t e l y  
in tended t o  do t h a t ?  

A. Well, our mission was t o  c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Like 
I say ,  t o  me it was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  mission,  bu t  you know 
one t h i n g  is  they probably d i d  it b u t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
say t h i s  was our  miss ion,  t o  go i n  and do t h i s .  

Q Well, I don1t know where anybody ever  go t  a 
mission t o  shoot a baby i n  t h e  head unless  t h e  baby had a 
grenade o r  something. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  f i gu re  how anybody 
could do something l i k e  t h a t ,  mission o r  no miss ion,  t o  
go up and shoot  a  baby i n  the head. Now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about a baby, t h a t ' s  t h e  term t h a t '  s used. No baby i s  
going t o  be a VC and I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  t h a t ' s  an i s s u e .  
I f  t h e  man went up and d i d  t h a t ,  and d i d  t h a t  de l ibe r -
a t e l y ,  then t h a t  d o e s n ' t  have anything t o  do wi th  t h e  
mission.  Tha t ' s  a s epa ra t e  c r imina l  a c t  a l l  i t ' s  own. 
You d o n ' t  j u s t  go up and shoot a baby i n  t h e  head and 
say you ' re  VC--not a baby. And MILUS when he c u t  t h i s  
woman i n  h a l f ,  wel l  it was d e l i b e r a t e  t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  
we can g e t  out  of t h a t .  

MR WALSH: Let  m e  ask you t h i s .  In coming across  t h a t  
b r idge  suppose Lieu tenant  WILLINGHAM had s a i d  f o r  your 
machinegun t o  go up wi th  t h e  po in t  team ins t ead  of M I L U S ,  
and you had gone up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  had been 
a l o t  of women and ch i ld ren  running around i n  t h e r e ,  
would you have--was it your understanding of t h e  mission 
t h a t  you were supposed t o  open f i r e  and k i l l  everybody 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. From what I under--this came a f t e r  
they got  ou t  of t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q Well I understand t h a t .  

A. Well what I ' m  saying i s  this--you a r e  saying i f  
t h i s  w a s  my job,  i f  I was i n  i t ?  

Q Y e s .  
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A. No, sir. 

Q You d idn ' t  have any orders  from anybody t o  go
and k i l l  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - And you don' t  t h i n k  they d i d  e i t h e r ?  You d o n ' t  
know i f  they d id  but-

A. ( In terposing)  I w i l l  say I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Rut as f a r  as you're--your understanding 
of what t h e  mission w a s  it wasn't  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r ea  
and t o  k i l l  every man, woman, and c h i l d  you saw? 

h' A. Well l i k e  I say as  I understood t h e  t e r m s  of a 
0 search  and des t roy  mission,  and we had been on q u i t e  a few 

sea rch  and des t roy  miss ions ,  and this i s  t h e  way t h e  o r d e r  - come down. Like I say this wasn ' t  our  po l i cy  t o  go i n  and -.- k i l l  everybody. But this wasn ' t  a r e g u l a r  t h i n g ,  t h i s  was---\' 
Q. (Interposing1 Now my ques t ion ,  t hen  i s ,  why do 
you t h i n k  t h e s e  t h ings  happened on t h i s  mission when they 
d i d n ' t  usua l ly  happen on o the r s?  Did you hea r  any d i s -
cussion about t h a t  o r  do you have any ideas  about t h a t ?  

A. Well, from what I know about it and from what 
I know about t h e  a r ea  and w e l l ,  I can go back p a s t  
t h a t  s t a g e  and exp la in  it l i k e  t h i s .  W e l l ,  w e  went i n  
t h e r e  a t  t imes and w e  got  t h e s e  l i t t l e  l e a f l e t s  dropped 
on us.  You know, they  were s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  
a r e a ,  t h a t  you a r e  i n  t h e  home of t h e ,  I t h i n k ,  442nd 
Regiment and i f  you sur render  you w i l l ,  you know, you w i l l  
be t r e a t e d  n i ce .  A l l  t h i s  w a s  on t h e s e  VC l e a f l e t s .  You 
know, t r e a t e d  under t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Geneva Convention 
and a l l  t h a t .  From w h a t  I understand of t h e  mission we 
w e r e  t o  a-.-since we w e r e  g e t t i n g  i n  a l l  t h i s  heavy enemy 
t r a f f i c  i n  t h e r e .  W e  were t o  c l e a r  t h i s  o u t  s o  t h i s  
wouldn't  happen aga in ,  you know, s o  t h a t  w e  wouldn ' t  
have t h i s  problem. 
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Q .  So you t h i n k  maybe some of t h e  men thought 
t h a t  they were supposed t o  k i l l  everybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  
a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a--I t h ink  it came--maybe they had 
orders  t o  do it-.-I d o n ' t  t h ink  they--cause usua l ly  they 
d o n ' t  do t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  it, had you e v e r  seen it done 
be£ore?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you--. 

A. [ In terposing)  Mell ,  I heard somebody say t h a t  
af ter--.since Captain MICHLES and Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
p r e t t y  c lose  f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  a f t e r  he go t  k i l l e d  t h a t  it 
come over t h e  r ad io  t o  do t h i s .  Th.is is  what I hea rd ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q - When d id  you hear  t h . a t ,  a t  t h e  time? 

A. No, t h i s  was a f te rwards ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember who you heard it from? 

A. No, sir .  Because you see  everybody w a s  more 
o r  l e s s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same th ing .  The conversat ion 
was, as  f a r  as  exac t ly  how th ings  happened o r  who s a i d  it 
o r  what was s a i d  o r  how it went down I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  s i r .  

Q Af te r  you were mortared on t h e  l a s t  n i g h t ,  i n  
t h e  morning d i d  you s e e  any more p r i sone r s  being i n t e r -
rogated? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Who was doing i t ?  
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A. Well we had t h e  C P ,  t h e  ARVN i n  t h e  CP d i d  t h i s  
'cause  we--the nex t  morning w e  w a s  supposed t o  move ou t .  
They c a l l  us  and s a i d  we wasn ' t  going t o  move o u t  r i g h t  
then.  So we had, I t h i n k  about e i g h t  p r i sone r s .  W e  
walked them through t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  r epo r t ed  t h a t  
t h i s  one guy got  away, which wasn' t t r u e .  This w a s  more 
o r  less t o  l e t  t h e  o t h e r  p r i sone r s  t h i n k  t h a t  one o f  them 
had got  away. I th ink  they took a couple of them around, 
you know, t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of a bu i ld ing  and s h o t  a few 
rounds i n t o  t h e  a i r  t o  say ,  you know, make t h e s e  o t h e r  
people t a l k  and t e l l  t h e m  t h a t  i f  they  wouldn' t  t a l k  t h a t  
t h e  same t h i n g  would happen t o  them. But t h e r e  wasn ' t  
anybody k i l l e d .  

Q Did you see anybody bea t  up? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did you see anybody us ing  a f i e l d  te lephone,  
a t t a c h i n g  w i r e s  t o  p a r t  of the body, g iv ing  them a shock? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  

Q When d i d  you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was a f te rwards ,  L ieu tenant  LEW1.S 
d id  t h i s .  There was t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  was supposed t o  be 
mined. L ieu tenant  LEUIS, a c t u a l l y  w e  had--they had a 
woman t h a t  they wanted t o  walk down a t r a i l ,  you know, 
i n s t e a d  of us.  I t  w a s  b e t t e r  them than  us.  She wouldn ' t  
go s o  they a t t ached  telephone wi res  t o  h e r  and gave h e r  
shocks of e l e c t r i c i t y ,  sir.  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  see any dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A.  No, s i r .  This w a s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a ,  s ir .  

Q . Did you see anybody c u t t i n g  t h e  backs of t h e  hands 
of t h e s e  p r i sone r s  and pouring salt i n  t h e  wounds? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you see anybody m i s t r e a t i n g  them i n  any 
way? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Hear about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  happened w a s  t h e  n e x t  
morning t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  were,  l i k e  I say  t h e y  were more 
o r  l e s s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  about  the- - .a f ter  t h e  mor ta r  a t -
t a c k  t h a t ' s  a l l  t hey  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a f t e r  we had t h a t  mor ta r  a t t a c k .  And l i k e  I s a i d ,  
t h e y  s e p a r a t e d  them you know more o r  less t o  make t h e  o t h e r  
ones t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and s h o o t i n g  them 
a f t e r w a r d s  because  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  t a l k .  

LTC NOLL: What about  the f i r s t  day ,  j u s t  a f t e r  you had 
c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e ?  You w e r e  s i t t i n g  around and d i s c u s -
s i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  number of  people  k i l l e d ,  how t h e y  w e r e  k i l -
l e d ,  what was t h e  sen t imen t  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  toward t h i s  a c t ?  

A.  You never  r e a l l y ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  when 
e v e r y t h i n g  happened you never  f i n d  o u t  u n t i l  l a ter  on,  way 
l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o r  la ter  t h e  n e x t  day e x a c t l y  who 
was k i l l e d  when w e  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  l i k e  t h a t .  Even i n  t h e  
same p l a t o o n  you never  r e a l l y  found o u t ,  sometime, who was 
k i l l e d ,  when you w e r e  s p r e a d  o u t  l i k e  t h a t ,  u n t i l  q u i t e  a 
w h i l e .  

Q. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  TAYLOR s h o o t i n g  a baby and MILUS 
c u t t i n g  a woman i n  two and i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h i s .  What was t h e  
s e n t i m e n t  of t h e  p l a t o o n  towards t h i s  a c t ?  Was it t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  way t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  supposed t o  be  
conducted? 

A.  W e l i ,  some guys d idn  ' t l i k e  it. M e ,  t h e  way I 
f e e l  about  it I mean, I d i d n ' t  have no op in ion  about  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  I d i d n ' t  form an o p i n i o n  of it a t  a l l .  But I 
hea rd  of a R E I D  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. You know, 
he  wasn' t - . - that  he d i d n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  it. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  anybody bes ides  R E I D  who expressed
t h i s  f e e l i n g ?  

A. No, s i r .  I r e c a l l  him because h e  was r i g h t  t h e r e  
when I was, you know. 

Q You mean a t  t h e  time t h i s  a c t i o n  took p l ace  o r  when 
you were t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. When we were t a l k i n g  about it, sir .  

Q Oh I see .  He was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad wasn ' t  he? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  second squad, sir .  

Q Second squad. 

MR WALSH: REID would no t  have been up t h e r e  where t h e  f i r i n g  
was, going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir ,  because w e  were, we was back t h e r e .  He 
was more o r  less back t h e r e .  I remember t h a t  because he  was 
reconning with  an M-79. 

Q Towards t h e  nor th?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Af t e r  we f i n i s h  he re  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  go w i t h  
Colonel NOLL. He's going t o  show you a b e t t e r  photograph 
than t h e  one t h a t  we've got  here .  Then maybe you can pu t  
some of t h i s  information on t h e r e  where we can see  how it 
developed. Okay? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q =  Now, l e t  m e  ask you a couple of ques t ions?  Do 
you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i nqu i ry  which 
r e s u l t e d  a f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  a s ide  from t h i s  one? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q . Did you ever--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t a k e  it back. I hea rd  l a te r  on 
t h a t  day t h a t  ano ther  company was having an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h a t  i s  I heard  t h a t .  

Q You heard  it t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Which company was having w i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  s ay ,  sir. 

Q.  And t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  second day t h a t  
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. The f i r s t  day. 

Q. Who d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  from? 

A. Well, you s e e ,  you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  h e a r  i t  from one 
i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  i s  j u s t  something t h a t  you j u s t  h e a r  by 
be ing  around, you know a l l  t h e  in fo rmat ion  comes t o  you. 
What happened, you would be s t and ing  i n  a group o r  e a t i n g  
o r  something and just--. 

Q ( I n t e rpos ing )  People j u s t  t a l k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What about  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  burning?  You burned 
a l l  t h e  way back t h a t  second day,  up t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  and 
down. I d o n ' t  know whether  you burned coming back up o r  n o t ,  
b u t  d i d  you e v e r  g e t  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burning?  I n o t i c e  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  any burning going up beyond t h e  b r i dge  and up 
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e  f i n a l  day? 

A .  A s  I remember-,-it's p o s s i b l e  we go t  an o r d e r  t o  
s t o p  burning.  

Q. Did you h e a r  anything about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  m e ,  it j u s t  g e t s  t o  be you a r e  k ind  of  e x c i t e d  
about  what youl ' re  doing f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  and t h e n  it j u s t  

(WARNER) 64 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-336  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

d i e s  down, you know. Its a l ready  h o t  and being around t h o s e  
hootches on f i r e  j u s t  makes it worse s o  it could have been 
they j u s t  stopped on t h e i r  own o r  j u s t  t h a t  they  rece ived  an 
order  t o  s top .  

Q. You don' t remember one? 

A. No, I d o n b t .  

Q. Were you--anyone you know eve r  quest ioned on t h i s  
opera t ion?  Anybody ever  ask any ques t ions  about t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have a camera? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q. You d i d  say t h a t  you h.eard a company was having 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you know what t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  f o r ?  

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q. Did you eve r  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by C Company o r  B Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Where d i d  you hear  t h a t ?  

A. That was  more o r  less-.-everybody know a l i t t l e  b i t  
and everybody j u s t  s o r t  of pu t  a , m i x t u r e  i n  t h e r e  and you g e t  
a general  i d e a  of what happened. 

Q Did you hear  this a t  t h e  same time? 

A .  I couldn ' t  say,  sir.  

Q. But you ' re  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about C Company, you ' re  
no t  t a l k i n g  about B Company? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I cou ldn ' t  say t h a t  it w a s  a c t u a l l y  
C Company. A l l  I heard w a s  that it w a s  a company, a 
company t h a t  was a--
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Q (.Interposing). A company w a s  having an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  and you d i d n ' t  know whether it was C Company o r  no t .  
Now my o t h e r  ques t ion  w a s  d i d  you ever  hea r  any rumors t h a t  
C Company o r  B Company, C/1/20 o r  B/4/3 had unnecessar i ly  
k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  dur ing th . i s  opera t ion?  

A.  No. See l i k e  I d i d n ' t  have an opinion of what 
happened. In  my opinion i f  I had been i n  t h e i r  p l ace  I 
don't--.I wouldn' t  have done i t ,  I know, from s o m e  of  t h e  
t h i n g s  I ' v e  h.eard t h a t  they had done. A s  f a r  as g iv ing  
a  reason why they  d i d  it, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Well, you didn t hear  any rumors a b o u t - w e l l  
you must have,  you must have heard some rumors about 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ?  

A. Well,  s ir ,  it wasn ' t  any c i v i l i a n s ,  sir .  

Q Well what w a s  i t ?  

A. I n  my idea--my po in t  of view was t h i s  a r e a  was 
j u s t  enemy and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  sir .  This was one of ou r  
a r e a s  t h a t  we were supposed t o  c l e a r .  

Q.  But t h i s  i s n 1 t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  C i v i l i a n s ,  I wouldn' t  c a l l  them 
c i v i l i a n s ,  s i r .  I mean e s p e c i a l l y ,  you know, s i n c e  they a r e  
a l l  messed up wi th  t h e  communists, sir .  

Q How about th.ese about t h i s  b i g  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a smal l  
c h i l d )  ? 

(Witness g ives  no response.)  

W e l l  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of a family? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But i n  t h i s  same a r e a ,  s ir ,  I ' v e  had 
t h e s e  l i t t l e  boys--from l i t t l e  boys, women--I've seen  
women on machineguns f i r i n g  a t  us .  I ' v e  seen l i t t l e  boys 
s t e a l  hand grenades. One of them t r i e d  t o  s e t  a hand 
grenade o f f  on my s i d e .  I ' v e  seen them s t e a l  hand grenades 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
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I know, I know that i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  separate--

A. ( .Interposing) Even down t o  bab ies .  

Q But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the babies  and I ' m  t a l k i n g
about t h i s  s ta tement  i n  here  t h a t  a baby w a s  sho t  i n  t h e  
head. 

A. T h i s  i s  wh.at I heard,  sir. 

0 Were you eve r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scus s  t h e  poss ib l e  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  th i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  B Company? 

A. No, sir. We--I don ' t  remember hear ing  about any-
one us ing  marijuana a t  any t i m e  on a f i e l d  problem. 

Q On an opera t ion .  

A. No, s i r ,  I never heard t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now do you--except f o r  what you've
t o l d  us about t h e  more o r  l e s s ,  t r i c k s  t h a t  were played on 
those  PW's up t h e r e  and wire  connection which was a 
d i f f e r e n t  ope ra t ion ,  you have any knowledge of  e i t h e r  U.S.  
o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec ts  o r  p r i s o n e r s  dur ing t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. Well, I seen ARVN t o r t u r i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  s i r .  

Q. During th is  opera t ion?  

A. No, no t  dur ing this ope ra t ion ,  no, sir. 

Q. Yes, we l l  youfve t o l d  us about t h a t  before .  W e  
have s ta tement  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some--a number of them t h a t  were 
h e a t  up around t h a t  a r e a  t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r  MILUS was k i l l e d ,  
b e a t  them up p r e t t y  bad the next  morning. You know anything 
about t h a t ?  
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A. No, sir. I can say ,  un less  a--our pla toon w a s  t h e  
one t h a t  w a s  i n  charge of them t h e  next  day and they  wasn't--
didn 't nobody h a m  them. 

Q You were i n  charge of e i g h t  of  them, r i g h t ?  

A. Well our -platoon--what I ' m  saying,  w e  had t h e  
ARVN, had a Captain--I t h i n k  Captain MICHLES was a long a t  
t h a t  t ime w i t h  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q . But t h e s e  p r i sone r s  o r  t h e  two t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g
about o r  t h e  two t h a t  w e  heard about ,  I d o n ' t  think--they 
may no t  have been w i t h  your .p l a toon .  Do you know t h a t  
you had custody of a l l  of t h e  p r i sone r s  t h a t  morning? 

A. What, t h e  1st Platoon? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, ye s ,  sir,  i f  t hose  were p r i s o n e r s ,  you 
know. 

Q Yes. 

A. They were p r i sone r s .  

Q Yes. 

A. They were up w i t h  the p o i n t  team, and t h e  ARVN, 
and Captain MICHLES and they a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  The ARVN was c l o s e  t o  Captain
MICHLES. Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h i s  s t a t i o n a r y  p a s i t i o n ,  
you know, t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  day, t h e  1 9 t h ,  when you a l l  went 
back t o  t h e  f i r e  base? 

A. No, sir .  They wasn' t  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. Did you eve r  s e e  this boy r i g h t  h e r e ,  P-215? 

A. I might have, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q We've go t  s ta tments  from women i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
ac ross  from t h a t  br igde , t h a t  they were raped t h e  f i r s t  day, 
t h e  day t h e  1st Platoon went over  t h e r e ,  you know anykhing 
about t h a t ?  

(WARNER) 6 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-336 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. NO, sir, 

Q . Did you hear  anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  nobody raped any-
body. 

Q Why do you say th .a t?  

A. Because we"e been on--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody's 
mind was on anything l i k e  that because we've been i n  v i l l a g e s  
where we could,  you know, kind of r e l a x  and n o t  worry about ,  
you know, t h e  enemy f i r i n g  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  and it 
never  happened. So I donc.t  see why t h a t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l a g e  they d id .  

Q. Now t h e  only  t h i n g  t o  remember here  i s  t h a t  t h e  
1st Platoon d i d  s t a y  up t h e r e  a l l  day and t h e  a c t i o n  w a s  over  

. t h a t  morning. The whole day t h a t  you were t h e r e  before  your 
moved o u t  up north.  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know what 
kind of a-.the f i r e  f i g h t  had stopped t h a t  morning. 

A .  Well, l i k e  I say ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e ,  t h e  only 
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  I saw w a s  t h a t  woman t h a t  they  had with  t h e  
p o i n t  team. And l i k e  I say ,  we were f i r i n g  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e r e  w a s  t o o  many people t h e r e .  Because they had t h e  woman 
a f t e r  every th ing  w a s  over wi th .  

Q. And t h i s  woman w a s  tu rned  over  t o  t h e  ARVN, you 
th ink?  

A. She w a s .  She w a s  tu rned  over  t o  t h e  ARVN and s e t  
f r e e .  

Q W e  g e t  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  ARVN had a woman t h a t  
day going south when you moved down t h a t  ho t  day, when you 
moved down t h e r e  through that a r ea .  She was cooking f o r  
them. Was t h a t  t h e  same woman? 

A. W e l l ,  i t L sp o ~ s i b ~ l eshe  might be cooking f o r  them, 
sir. Tha t ' s  t h e  same---that 's the only person t h a t  person t h a t  
I saw-.-woman i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  that I s a w ,  sir. 

Q Well I Id l i k e  to-.-let m e  r eques t  t h a t  you no t  d i s c u s s  
your test imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  o t h e r s  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  t h a t  may come before  t h i s  board.  
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A. Yes , sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do 
so  be fo re  a l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. Now, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  
you t o  do a l i t t l e  work on a l a r g e r  s i z e  photograph and you 
g e t  a much b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  of t h a t  a r e a  from t h i s  photograph. 

A. Y e s  sir. 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  r e ces s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1422 hours ,  6 February 
1970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1434 hours ,  6 February 
1970. ) 

LTC NOLL: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  I have an en- 
larged photo of t h e  My Khe ( 4 )  a r e a  which is  i n d i c a t e d  t o  be  
submitted i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-220. Ind ica t ed  on t h i s  
photo a r e  t r a i l s  through t h e  My Khe ( 4 )  v i l l a g e  shown by a 
s o l i d  l i n e .  The nor th-south l i m i t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  My Khe 
( 4 )  is ind ica t ed  by dash and X. The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  second 
squad, 1st Platoon,  B/4/3 i s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  map. This  
p o s i t i o n  was occupied by t h e  squad t h e  major i ty  of t h e  16 th .  
The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  squad, 1st Platoon B Company i s  
a l s o  i nd i ca t ed  on t h e  map. This  i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t .  i s  
be l ieved  t h e  squad occupied t h e  major i ty  of t h e  day and a 
t r a i l  followed by the 1st Platoon on 17  March i s  i n d i c a t e d  
on t h e  map. On t h a t  d a t e  t h e  pla toon moved o u t  from t h e  
n o r t h ,  joined up wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  company a t  t h e  br idge .  
The 1st  Platoon moved through My Khe ( 4 )  a r ea  which had been 
dest royed t h e  previous  day. There a r e  squares  shown on t h e  
photo map which i n d i c a t e  t h e  poss ib l e  l o c a t i o n s  of houses. 
This  was prepared from memory i n  Washington, D.C. on t h e  6 th  
of February 1970 and s igned by M r .  WARNER. 

(The wi tness  s igned and da ted  t h e  photo map.) 

I have a photo map which I r eques t  t o  be  made 
Exhib i t  P-221 which shows t h e  complete a r ea  of opera t ions  i n  
t h e  Son My area .  On t h i s  map we've i n d i c a t e d  by number 1, 
the  r o u t e  of t h e  3d Platoon dur ing  i t ' s  search  on 18 March 
and we've shown t h e  r o u t e  of t h e  1st Pla toon,  B/4/3 dur ing  
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i t ' s  s e a r c h  on 18 March, WeCve a l s o  i nd i ca t ed  t h e  n i g h t  de- 
f ens ive  p o s i t i o n  of B/4/3 and t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  
pla toons  i n  its n i g h t  defensive  p o s i t i o n .  This i s  prepared 
from memory by M r .  WARNER on 6 February 1970. W i l l  you s ign  
t h i s  one p lease?  

(The wi tness  does as  requested.  ) 

LTC NOLL: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hear ing recessed  a t  1445 hours ,  6 February 
1970. ) 

APP T-336 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
-, 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILLINGHAIVI, Thomas A. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, V i o l a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  118 ,  
U C M J ,  and  V i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Laws o f  War. 

COUNSEL: Rober t  A .  MCKINLEY, 744 Broad S t r e e t ,  Newark, 
N e w  J e r s e y ,  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  r e t a i n e d  a t  p e r s o n a l  expense .  
J e r a l d  ALLEN, CPT, JAGC,  a p p o i n t e d  m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S t a f f  Judge  Advocate ,  
F i r s t  US Army, F o r t  George G.  Meade, Maryland. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16-19 MARCH' 1968: P l a t o o n  Leader ,  
F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

Subsequent  t o  t h e  comple t ion  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  16  t o  
1 8  March 1968,  t h e  w i t n e s s  was n e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by any 
s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ,  o t h e r  t h a n  Co lone l  WILSON, on 8 May 1969 
(pg* 5) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1000 hours ,  20 February 
1970. ) 

I 0  : The hear ing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons are p re sen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, LTC 
NOLL, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  is  Captain Thomas K .  WILLINGHAM. 

(CPT WILLINGHAM w a s  c a l l e d  as  a w i tnes s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

RCDR : Captain WILLINGHAM, f o r  t he  record  would you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch 
of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n .  

A,  Captain Thomas Kenneth WILLINGHAM, I 

c a p t a i n ,  Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 6 th  Armored 
Cavalry, Fo r t  George Meade, Maryland, 20755. 

I 0  : Thank you, Captain WILLINGHAM. Are you represen ted  
by counsel? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. W i l l  counsel  s tate  your f u l l  name, grade,  -Soc ia l  
Secu r i t y  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. J e r o l d  ALLEN, Captain,  , Off ice  of t h e  
S t a f f  Judge Advocate, F i r s t  US Army, Fo r t  George Meade, Maryland 

Q M r .  MCKINLEY, would you p lease  s t a te  your f u l l  
name, occupation and res idence? 

A. Robert A. MCKINLEY, at torney-at- law, 744 Broad 
S t r e e t ,  Newark, New J e r sey .  

Q For t h e  record ,  how do you s p e l l  your f i r s t  name 
Captain ALLEN? 

I 0  : Captain WILLINGHAM, have you read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
(Exhibi t  M-57) ? 

(WILLINGHAM) 1 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
them? 

Do you understand o r  have any ques t ions  concerning 

A. No, sir. 

Q. 
MACCRATE, 

On my l e f t ,  Captain WILLINGHAM, is  M r .  Robert 
M r .  MACCRATE is a c i v i l i a n  a t t o rney  who volunteered 

h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re t a ry  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and o t h e r  
members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. M r .  WALSH, t h e  second in -
d i v i d u a l  on my r i g h t ,  is a l s o  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o rney  who, l i k e  M r .  
MACCRATE, has volunteered h i s  s e rv i ces  t o  perform t h e  same 
func t ions .  On my immediate r i g h t  is  M r .  Bland WEST, who is  an 
a s s i s t a n t  genera l  counsel  of t he  Department of t h e  Army, who 
a l s o  s e rves  as a deputy of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my 
f a r  l e f t  is  Colonel WILSON, and on my f a r  r i g h t  is  Lieutenant  
Colonel NOLL and a l s o  Colonel MILLER from the  Of f i ce  of t he  
Judge Advocate General. These o f f i c e r s  have been ass igned 
t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team as a s s i s t a n t s  by the  Chief of S t a f f .  
You should know t h a t  w e  have o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams such 
a s  this who are t ak ing  test imony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  I t  w i l l  
be my t a s k ,  however, t o  b r ing  toge the r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh the  
evidence and t o  determine the  f ind ings  and recommendations. 
Now i n  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  you n o t i c e  t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  no t  
t o  d i scus s  your testimony here  wi th  o t h e r s ,  except i n  t he  per-
formance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  i f  you a r e  requi red  t o  do s o  be-
f o r e  competent admin i s t r a t i ve ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies.  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  wi th  r e f e rence  t o  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies ,  it 
is  poss ib l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  before  one of t h e  congres-
s i o n a l  committees. The most probable one would be the  inves-
t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t he  House Armed Services  Committee. 
I n  t h a t  event  your test imony he re ,  o r  your appearance he re ,  
would i n  no way preclude you from t e s t i f y i n g  before  such a 
body. A t  t h i s  time I would ask Colonel MILLER t o  advise  you 
of your l e g a l  r i g h t s  and a l s o  inform you of those  t h i n g s  which 
w e  mentioned. Thank you. 

COL MILLER: Captain WILLINGHAM, I would l i k e  t o  inform you 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  you a r e  now suspected of t he  of fense  of mur-
d e r  of 20 unnamed Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t he  a r ea  of  Son My 
Vi l l age ,  Quang Ngai Province,  Republic of South Vietnam, 
on o r  about 16 March 1968. We a r e  a l s o  aware t h a t  you 
a r e  now under formal cour t -mar t ia l  charges ,  a l l e g i n g  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  A r t i c l e  118 and 
t h e  l a w s  of w a r .  Inasmuch as  you a r e  s o  charged and s o  
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suspected,  I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  you a r e  aware of your 
t e s t imon ia l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  counsel .  
I f  you have any ques t ions  concerning t h i s ,  p l ea se  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  ask me persona l ly  f o r  counsel .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  you 
have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  answer no ques t ions .  Any 
s ta tement  you do make may be used a s  evidence a g a i n s t  you 
i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  You have the  r i g h t  t o  consu l t  wi th  coun-
s e l  and t o  have counsel ,  and by counsel  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  l a w -
yer .  You may ob ta in  c i v i l i a n  counsel  a t  your own expense o r  
you may have a m i l i t a r y  lawyer appointed a t  no expense t o  you. 
I know t h a t  you have with  you M r .  MCKINLEY and Captain ALLEN. 

Q. Captain ALLEN, a r e  you a lawyer admitted t o  p r a c t i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I am, sir. 

Q You have been appointed a s  m i l i t a r y  defense counsel? 

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q. Captain WILLINGHAM, are you s a t i s f i e d  wi th  your
m i l i t a r y  counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you have another  m i l i t a r y  counsel  of choice  
whom you wish t o  reques t?  . 
A. No, sir. 

Q. If you do and he i s  reasonably a v a i l a b l e  we would 
t r y  t o  make him ava i l ab l e .  I take  it M r .  MCKINLEY is a l s o  here  
a t  your choice? 

A .  Y e s  , sir .  

Q. I have discussed wi th  you very b r i e f l y  t he  r i g h t  
t o  counsel ,  i n s u r i n g  t h a t  you a r e  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  counsel  and 
your r i g h t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t e s t i f y i n g .  Do you have any ques-
t i o n s  concerning these  mat te rs?  

A. No, I do n o t ,  s ir .  

Q. Captain ALLEN? 

I C  : NO, sir. 
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Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  you understand them a t  t h i s  t i m e  
o r  would you l i k e  a f u r t h e r  explanat ion? 

I C :  No f u r t h e r  exp lana t ion  is necessary a s  f a r  as  
counsel  i s  concerned. 

Q. Captain,  are you w i l l i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  make a 
s ta tement  o r  t o  answer ques t ions?  

MR MCKINLEY: May I speak a t  t h i s  po in t ,  General PEERS? 

I0 : A s  long a s  you ' re  speaking 'as  t he  counsel .  I d o n ' t  
want you t o  speak f o r  him. 

MR MCKINLEY: I ' m  speaking a s  counsel .  Then, of course ,  t h e  
c a p t a i n  w i l l  speak f o r  himself .  For the  record I would l i k e  
t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a t  approximately 1:00 p.m., 12 February 1970, 
an accusa t ion  w a s  served on Captain WILLINGHAM charging him 
as Colonel MILLER has  s p e l l e d  ou t ,  with t he  v i o l a t i o n  of 
Ar t ic l ' e  118 and t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of t he  a r t i c l e s  of t h e  r u l e s  
of w a r .  Today i s  20 February 1970, a c t u a l l y  8 days t h e r e a f t e r .  a.-

u J

W e  have had no opportuni ty  t o  examine the  t r a n s c r i p t  of any -k
d 

test imony of wi tnesses  who have appeared here ,  o r  who have 
appeared before  Colonel WILSON a t  a p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when 
he w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  matter I be l i eve  as  a member of t he  0 

Inspec tor  General ' s  Off ice .  A t  0910, approximately, t h i s  (N 

morning, Colonel MILLER was kind enough t o  lend us a . t r a n s c r i p t  
of Captain WILLINGHAM'S testimony of 8 May 1969 be fo re  Colonel 
WILSON. I only mention t h i s  sir, ' because I d o n ' t  want t h i s  
i nqu i ry  o r  board t o  have any thoughts t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  
any l ack  of cooperation.  W e  have no t .  I t  is a ques t ion  of 
t iming.  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I have advised Captain 
WILLINGHAM as h i s  a t t o rney ,  as has Captain ALLEN, t h a t  we 
would suggest  t h a t  he n o t  t e s t i f y  o r  answer ques t ions .  I have 
a b r i e f  s ta tement  t h a t  I have asked him t o  make a f t e r  t h e  
ques t ions  are concluded and he has exerc i sed  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t s .  

10: Do you have anything you'd l i k e  t o  s t a t e ?  

I C  : No, sir. 

I 0  : I n  you i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Captain WILLINGHAM, t h e r e  were 
f o u r  areas of i n t e r e s t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we 
would l i k e  t o  address t o  you. Those a r e  : the  t r a i n i n g  which 
w a s  given t o  t h e  u n i t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t he  
Republic of South. Vietnam; t o  d i scus s  t he  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  we th ink  
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w a s  given p r i o r  t o  t he  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r ea  of Son 
My Vi l l age ;  t he  a c t u a l  conduct of the  opera t ions  on 16,  17,  
and 18 March 1968; and f i n a l l y  a ques t ion  t o  cover the  l a t e r  
per iod ,  such th ings  as r e p o r t s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  t he  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker on those  da t e s .  W e  
have i n d i c a t e d  these  four  a r e a s  and I w i l l  ask you a t  t h i s  
time i f  you would l i k e  t o  d i scus s  a l l  of these  o r  whether 
you would l i k e  t o  d i scuss  any of them. 

MR MCKINLEY: The s ta tement  p e r t a i n s  t o  t he  l a s t  a r e a ,  con-
cerning subsequent r epo r t s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  with t h e  
General ' s  permission,  I ' d  ask t h e  cap ta in  t o  read what we 
have set f o r t h  as t o  t h a t .  

CPT WILLINGHAM: S i r ,  subsequent t o  ( i naud ib l e ). 
I 0: Would you speak up, Captain WILLINGHAM, s o  w e  can 
make t h i s  a matter of record and t he  r e p o r t e r  may hear  you? 

CPT WILLINGHAM: S i r ,  subsequent t o  the  completion of t h e  
opera t ion  16 t o  18 March 1968, I was never i n t e r r o g a t e d  by 
any supe r io r  o f f i c e r  i n  Task Force Barker o r  any o t h e r  
member of an echelon of command, o the r  than Colonel WILSON 
on 8 May 1969. 

10: Do you have any o t h e r  informat ion o r  s u b j e c t s  upon 
which you would l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y ?  

CPT WILLINGHAM: No. No thank you, sir. 

I0: Does anyone have any ques t ions?  The hear ing  w i l l  
r e ces s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing recessed a t  1 0 1 0  hours,  20 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CABALLERO, Robert 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Forward Observer ,  Second 
P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no t r a i n i n g  on t h e  hand l ing  
o f  PW's or  noncombatants (pg. 5 ) .  H e  had never  b e f o r e  
seen  t h e  MACV c a r d s  "Nine Rules" o r  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands" (pg. 6 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c e i v e d  no o r a l  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  he  d i d  know he w a s  going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  
(pgs.  8 ,  9)-

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. A r r i v a l  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

CABALLERO d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  0930 
o r  1000 on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  f l ew i n  
w i t h  t h e  supply  h e l i c o p t e r  a f t e r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had 
been k i l l e d  and a f t e r  t h o s e  who were wounded by t h e  d e t o n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  second mine had been medevac'd (pgs .  3,  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  
H e  s a w  no incoming f i r e  when he  landed,  but one o r  two 
hootches were burning (pgs. 1 2 ,  27 )  . When he a r r i v e d  t h e  
second p l a t o o n  w a s  n e a r  t h e  command element  i n  a l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs.  1 6 ,  27) . This  was a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 2 7 ) .  
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b .  Act ions  dur ing  t h e  16 th .  

While t h e  w i t n e s s  saw no h e l i c o p t e r  come t o  t h e  
command p o s t  t h a t  morning, he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BARKER f l ew i n  t o  s e e  how they  were doing (pg .26) .  
H e  r e c o l l e c t e d  no c a l l  f o r  mor tar  f i r e  t h a t  day ,  b u t  
remembered t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  d i d  
r e g i s t e r  some p o i n t s  (pg. 32) . Only p a r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
were burned (pg. 2 8)  . 

c .  The body coun t .  

Between 1200 and 1 4 0 0  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  CABALLERO heard  
a r e p o r t  over  t h e  second p la toon  r a d i o  t h a t  ~ / 1 / 2 0  had 
a 100 o r  125 body count  (pgs .  1 7 ,  2 9 ) .  Nothing was s a i d  
about  women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  inc luded  i n  t h e  body count  
(pg. 2 9 ) .  When they  sea rched  t h e  a r e a  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
on t h e  1 7 t h  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  bod ies  had 
been t h e r e  (pg. 36) . 

d. Actions a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  
0 ,---. 

CABALLERO d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  C Company had any -, ..>-
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  them a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  
and he d i d  n o t  know about  d e t a i n e e s  be ing s h o t  t h e r e  (pgs.22,  
2 8 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  Capta in  KOTOUC i n t e r r o g a t i n g  0 
d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 28) . The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  CV 
on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
they r e c e i v e d  some s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg. 30) . The men o f  h i s  
p la toon  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  how many people they  had k i l l e d  
dur ing  t h e  day, and he d i d  n o t  ask them about  it because  
they  were "down i n  t h e  dumps" o v e r  t h o s e  who had been i n j u r e d  
by t h e  nine exp los ion  (pg. 47) . 

e .  Movements on t h e  1 7 t h .  

While CABALLERO hea rd  t h e  exp los ion  t h a t  wounded 
TAYLOR on t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  he d i d  n o t  s e e  it be-
cause  h e  was 400 t o  500 meters away (pg. 3 1 ) .  There may 
have been some incoming smal l  arms f i r e  fo l lowing t h i s  
(pg.  4 7 ) .  Although he  saw TAYLOR'S d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any gunships (pgs.  33, 4 8 ) .  H e  
remembered no r e q u e s t s  f o r  mor tar  f i r e  (pg .32) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  
coord ina ted  wi th  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ,  moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
a t  approximately 0930, and sea rched  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  o t h e r  
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s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  u n t i l  noon (pgs.  34, 35) . The company 
then moved s o u t h  doing some burning a long t h e  way (pg. 37) .  
This  burning took p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  p l a t o o n  
a r e a s  (pg.  4 2 ) .  They d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  s n i p e r  f i r e  and no one 
from t h e  second p la toon  f i r e d  h i s  weapon (pgs .  38, 4 5 ) .  
Some grenades  were used t o  blow up hootches  (pg. 38) . 
Some mines and boobytraps were d e s t r o y e d  (pg. 4 8 ) .  One 
o r  two male Vietnamese were used a s  p o i n t  men (pg. 4 0 ) .  
The second p la toon  moved on t h e  beach,  b u t  d i d  n o t  use 
Vietnamese a s  p o i n t  men (pg. 4 1 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  see any- bod ies  
t h a t  dayrand  he d i d  n o t  remember engaging two VC o r  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  one VC had been k i l l e d  (pgs.  4 4 ,  4 6 ) .  They s p e n t  
one and a h a l f  t o  two hours  s e a r c h i n g  15 t o  20 hootches 
a s  they  moved (pgs.  45, 46) .  CABALLERO saw no i n c i d e n t s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Co Lay ( 3 )  (pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember 
s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  come in on t h e  evening o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
and he  cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind any d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  men 
a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  about  t h e  number o f  people  t h e  company 
had k i l l e d  (pgs.  45, 4 6 ) .  

f .  Act ions  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 8 t h  t h e  second p la toon  
hooked up w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  a t  t h e  ambush s i t e  n e a r  
t h e  b r i d g e  and t h e  company moved o u t  (pg.  4 8 ) .  CABALLERO 
d i d  n o t  remember an i n c i d e n t  concerning sampans (pg. 5 2 ) .  
They sea rched  a v i l l a g e  n e a r  a pond from which they  
evacuated  i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  a c e n t r a l  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  on t h e  
beach (pgs .  52,  5 3 ) .  MEDCAP teams came i n  and t k e a t e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  s k i n  d i s e a s e  (pgs .  43, 4 4 ,  5 4 ) .  They 
s topped  s e a r c h i n g  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  and s e t  up a d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  (pg. 5 4 ) .  I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  a Vietnamese woman, 
who had l o s t  h e r  l e g  due t o  a r t i l l e r y ,  was brought .  t o  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  and medevac'd, (pgs .  55, 5 6 ) .  He hea rd  o f  no 
unusual  procedures  used t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e  (pgs.  56,  5 7 ) .  Those Vietnamese they  had rounded 
up i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  were r e l e a s e d  t o  go back t o  t h e i r  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 62.). A t  0200 they  r e c e i v e d  mor ta r  f i r e  fo l lowed 
by s m a l l  arms f i r e  from a p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
a r e a  (pgs.  55, 57,  6 0 ) .  They f i r e d  back w i t h  M-79's, 
and then  t h e  mor ta r  p la toon  p u t  approximate ly  10 rounds 
i n t o  t h e  s u s p e c t e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  enemy mortar  (pgs.  59, 
6 0 ) .  L a t e r ,  "Puf f "  a r r i v e d  and p u t  a heavy volume o f  f i r e  
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 6 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember any a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  (pg.  5 9 ) .  A t  0330 t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v e d  
(pg. 5 9 ) .  A t  0 4 0 0  they  rece ived  more mor ta r  f i r e  from a 
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r e g i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  pond (pgs .  60, 6 1 ) .  They took no 
c a s u a l t i e s  from t h i s  second series of  mor tar  f i r e  
(pg. 6 1 ) .  They were e x t r a c t e d  t o  LZ u p t i g h t  on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  1 9 t h  (pg. 6 2 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

CABALLERO heard  o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  
were made of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs. 62,  63) . He knew o f  no 
one who was g e s t i o n e d  about  i t  (pg.  6 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know 
anyone i n  C Company (pg. 6 3 ) .  H e  knew of  no unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by anyone i n  Task Force Barker  (pg .64) .  
H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 4 )  . 
5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  T o r t u r i n g  o f  Vietnamese s u s p e c t s .  

CABALLERO heard  no th inq  about  t h e  t o r t u r i n q  o f  
Vietnamese s u s p e c t s  o r  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f f  o f  f i n g e r s  (pgs.  63, 
6 4 ) .  

U s e  o f  ntari juana. 

While mar i juana  was used around t h e  f i r e  b a s e s ,  
he never  saw it  used on o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 6 5 ) .  
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EXHIBIT  
D C S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES---------- -.------. -----

s e e n  b e f o r e .  nMACV Card "Nine Ru les"  	 n e v e rThe w  ~ t e s y. -.---.------
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
-Your Hands" -- -n e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 s o l d i e r  f rom wpns 

p l a t o o n  g u a r d i n g  
p r i s o n e r s .  
W i t  i d e n t i t i e  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 BRETENSTEIN as 19,20 
p e r s o n  
he lme t  o f f .  

-
Person  o n  1 f t  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 have been i n t e r -  
.--.-.---- -

p r e t e r .  
- .--.-	 ---- .-----f--C

Man In cen  er 
Misce l l aneous  Scene I ~ e l i k e  20 -1

----- ---- - -- d 
i n i e r p r e € i F 7 . - -
MICHLES on l e f t .  

-. ---
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0946 hours ,  2 7  February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: l'he hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCBR: f i e  fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Robert CABALLERO. 

(MR CABALLERO w a s  c a l l e d  as a wi tnes s ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  fo l lows; )  

RCDR : Please  s t a te  your f u l l  name, occupation and 
res idence.  

A. My name i s  Robert CABALLERO. My occupation i s  
machine ope ra to r  and I l i v e  a t  1 1 4 6  Delmas Avenue, San Jose, 
Ca l i fo rn i a .  

COL WILSON: M r .  CABALLERO, be fo re  we proceed with  any ques t ions  
I would l i k e  t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  t h ings .  

The Peers Inquiry  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t he  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of  determining t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations on what i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  as the  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

A s  he proceeded i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
concluded t h a t  it was necessary t o  determine what t he  opera t ions  
were on t h e  16th  through t h e  19th  of March i n  which B/4/3 par-
t i c i p a t e d .  I n  o t h e r  words, what were t he  ground and a i r  
opera t ions  dur ing  t h i s  per iod.  H e  t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  
in te rv iew team which i s  Interview Team C t o  develop the  s i t u -
a t i o n  as  it e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  B Company ope ra t iona l  a r e a  dur ing  
t h a t  3 or 4 day per iod.  

A t  any t i m e  dur ing t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  it may be 
t h a t  o t h e r  members of General PEER'S Inqui ry  may come i n  and 
ques t ion  you. If they do, I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them t o  you so you 
w i l l  know who they are. 
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath .  A ver-
batum t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be made. We're t ak ing  a t ape  recording 
of t h e  testimony i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  t h a t  w i l l  be 
made by t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  poss ib l e  t h a t  t he  testimony may 
become a mat te r  of p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  a mat te r  of pub l i c  record.  

During t h i s  in te rv iew t h e  board w i l l  fol low a 
chronological  sequence of  q u e s t i o n s . , , T h e  f i r s t  ques t ions  w i l l  
be  concerned with  t r a i n i n g  rece ived  immediately p r i o r  t o  o r  
a f t e r  en t ry  i n t o  t he  Republic of Vietnam. The second s e r i e s  
of ques t ions  w i l l  be  concerned wi th  t he  b r i e f i n g  of B Company . -

o r  t h e  pla toons  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ope ra t ion  on 16 March. The 
next  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with t he  opera t ions  
on 16,  17,  18,  and 1 9  March, and the  f i n a l  ques t ions  w i l l  be 
concerned with  any informat ion you have on any ques t ions ,  
i n q u i r i e s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which took p lace  i n  Vietnam. 

There a r e  t h r e e  members of t h i s  board and one CD 
recorder .  Major THOMAS i s  the  recorder .  I ' m  Colonel WILSON. 0 
M r .  WALSH on my r i g h t  i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  who has volunteered 
h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General 
PEERS. Colonel NOLL,  on my l e f t ,  i s  a member of t he  board. 0 
The t h r e e  of us a r e  au thor ized  by General PEERS t o  in te rv iew CV 
you. Do you have any ques t ions  on anything I 've  covered? 

A. No, j u s t  g e t  on with t h e  ques t ions .  

Q. Have you d i scussed  t h i s  opera t ion  of 16 March 
through 19 March with  anybody t h a t  was ass igned t o  t he  u n i t  
s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. I would say so .  Yes, j u s t  r ecen t ly .  Before w e  
came ou t  he re  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  RTO of the  command element. 
Waiting ou ts ide .  H i s  name i s ,  i f  I can pronounce it r i g h t ,  
Freddy WILKENS . 
Q - D i d  you d i scuss  t h i s  with him s i n c e  you've been i n  
town? 

A. J u s t  now, j u s t  k ind of  ou t s ide  b r i e f l y .  Nothing 
s p e c i f i c .  
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Q Nothing s p e c i f i c  about t he  opera t ion?  How long 
was t h i s  d i scuss ion?  

A. bout 5 minutes o f f  and on. 

Q- What was your assignment on t h e  16 th  March 1968? 

A. I was an FO f o r  t h e  2d Platoon.  We had nothing t o  
do wi th  t he  command element. A s  f a r  as  being t h e r e  on t h e  
opera t ion  a t  t h e  exac t  time it took p l ace ,  we were flown i n  by 
h e l i c o p t e r .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  b r i e f  t ime,  though. I was 
i n  maybe a h a l f  hour o r  hour a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  opera t ion  took 
place .  I was flown i n  by supply h e l i c o p t e r  af terwards .  The 
reason given on t h a t  i s  because I was back i n  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  
and t o  g e t  up t o  our  ou tpos t  I had t o  be flown by supply h e l i -
copter .  A l l  our supply h e l i c o p t e r s  were f i l l e d ,  s o  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  back on t h a t  opera t ion  a t  t h e  exac t  t i m e .  

Q. I see .  What t i m e  do you e s t ima te  t h a t  you went i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  no t  d e f i n i t e .  I t ' s  been s o  long,  I ' m  no t  
sure .  I t h i n k  the  opera t ion  took p l ace  between 7 and 8 i n  t he  
morning and I th ink  I was flown i n  t h e r e  about 9: 30 o r  10:OO. 

Q- I n  o t h e r  words you say about an hour and a h a l f ,  
2 hours a f t e r  t he  i n i t i a l  ope ra t ion  s t a r t e d ?  

A. Right,  and then  from then  on I was t h e r e .  

Q Where d i d  you board t h i s  supply h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Back i n  Chu Lai .  I was r e a r  s e c u r i t y  t he re .  

Q Were any o t h e r  people aboard the  h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  
you? 

A. I t  has been s o  long I c a n ' t  determine how many. 

Q. How long had you been i n  Chu Lai? 

A. I was t h e r e  I th ink  approximately 2 o r  3 days. 
I ' m  n o t  sure .  
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Q .  What was t h e  purpose? 

A. I had t o  come back and t a l k  about  pe r sona l  ma t t e r s  
t o  t h e  so - ca l l ed  m i l i t a r y  lawyers.  

Q. You w e r e  back i n  Chu Lai  on pe r sona l  m a t t e r s ?  

A. Right .  I was g iven a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o .  

Q - Y e s ,  I unders tand.  A s  I unders tand t h i s ,  you d i d  
go i n t o  the--you d i d  j o i n  B/4/3 t h e  morning of  t h e  16 th  of 
March r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  When you l e f t  Chu 
L a i  w i t h  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  what was aboard t h a t  supply h e l i c o p t e r ? -

A. S t r i c t l y  s u p p l i e s .  Some personnel  s u p p l i e s ,  l i k e  
f l a k  j a cke t s .  I would s ay  t h e r e  w a s  some ammunition aboard 
and offhand t h a t  would be about  it. 

Q What k ind  of  ammo? 

A. M-16 rounds and t h e r e  may have been mortar  rounds 
on t h e r e ,  too .  

A. 8 1 1 s ,  r i g h t .  

Q Did you have any exp lo s ive s  aboard? 

A. Did I have any demol i t ions?  

Q I s ay ,  w e r e  t h e r e  any demol i t ions  aboard? 

A.  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say  t h e r e  w e r e  mor tar  
rounds aboard. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I t ' s  been s o  long.  There 
were s t r i c t l y ,  a l o t  of s u p p l i e s .  

Q This  was n o t  a medical  h e l i c o p t e r  was i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Was it a s l i c k ?  

A. No, it was a supp ly  h e l i c o p t e r .  
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Q. S t r i c t l y  supply. Do you know wh.0 it belonged t o ?  

A. I t  belonged t o  our  company. 

Q I t  always worked wi th  your company? 

A. Right .  

Q - Had you ever  seen t h e  crew before?  

A. No, o f f  and on you never r e a l l y  never see t h e  crew. 
You j u s t  f l y  i n  and o u t  on s o  many h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
remember any personnel ,  l i k e  faces .  I mean I d i d n ' t  recognize 
them. 

Q. When d i d  you jo in  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I joined it s h o r t l y  be fo re  they went overseas.  I 
wasn ' t  wi th  them. I d i d n ' t  t ake  any t r a i n i n g  with  them the  11 
o r  G months o r  whatever it might have been. I was wi th  t he  
F o r t  Carson headquar ters  company over t h e r e ,  an armor company. 
Then I was t r a n s f e r r e d  over here .  

Q When you go t  t o  Vietnam d i d  you rece ive  any s p e c i a l  
t r a i n i n g  o r  any t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  beginning opera t ions?  

A. Some t r a i n i n g .  We went on a few opera t ions  t h a t  
showed us t h ings  l i k e  t h e  t e r r a i n .  J u s t  a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  of 
what t o  do on opera t ions .  

Q. Did you have any classroom-type i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Somewhat, yeah. I ' m  no t  a l l  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
them. I know we had some t r a i n i n g  from some of t h e  cormanding 
o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  from t h e  4th Divis ion who we were t ak ing  over 
support  from o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  W e  d i d  have some c l a s s -
room i n s t r u c t i o n .  W e  d i d  go through a few courses l i k e  jungle 
a r eas  we walked through,  booby t r a p s .  

Q - Handling p r i sone r s  of  war? Did you eve r  have any-
t h i n g  on t h a t ?  VC suspec ts?  Noncombatants? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  
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There a r e  a couple  o f  e x h i b i t s  I would l i k e  t o  
show you. Two MACV ca rd s  pub l i shed  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  
Command, Vietnam. Exh ib i t  M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules."  I t  
i s  a f a c s i m i l e ,  f r o n t  and back page. Have you seen  t h i s  c a r d  
be£o r e ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q How about  t h e  back page? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Exh ib i t  M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d  t h e  "Enemy i n  Your Hands." 
Have you seen  t h i s  c a r d  b e f o r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You r ece ived  no b r i e f i n g  a t  a l l  b e f o r e  you went on 
t h i s  ope ra t i on?  

a 
A. A s  f a r  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d id .  r i  
Usually when w e  would go on an o p e r a t i o n  o u r  company commander L? 

would g e t  us t o g e t h e r  and b r i e f  t h e  whole company. Spec i f i c -
a l l y  t e l l  u s ,  b u t  t h i s  so - ca l l ed  o p e r a t i o n ,  I was b r i e f e d  CS 
s l i g h t l y  o r  t o l d ,  rumored--I wasn ' t  e x a c t l y  t o l d  by o u r  CO ~7 
t h a t  t h e r e  would be somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of  a b a t t a l i o n  
o r  two b a t t a l i o n s  of  V i e t  Cong o r  NVA, and t h i s  would be one o f  
o u r ,  pos s ib ly  b i g g e s t  ope ra t i ons  we e v e r  ope ra t ed  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. Where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

At That  day it was rumored around i n  ou r  p la toon .  

Q This  was b e f o r e  you went i n  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No. Before.  

Q You knew t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was going t o  be conducted 
b e f o r e  you went t o  Chu Lai?  

A. No. I guess it was a day o r  2 b e f o r e  t h i s  j o i n t  
i n c i d e n t .  I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I c a n ' t - - i t  was 2 o r  3 days 
be  f o r e .  
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Q e  Dates a r e  very important .  I know it was 2 yea r s  
ago, b u t  w e  t r y  t o  f i x  a s  c l o s e  as p o s s i b l e  whatever w e  can. 
A s  I remember, you s a i d  you went t o  Chu La i  f o r  about  3 days 
on pe r sona l  bus ine s s?  

A. Right ,  2 o r  3 days. 

Q. And a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  down t h e r e  t h i s  
ope ra t i on  was i n i t i a t e d .  The l a s t  day you were t h e r e  you l e f t  
t h a t  morning and jo ined your u n i t .  Now, b e f o r e  you l e f t  t h e  
f i r e  base  where your u n i t  was, do you r e c a l l  which one t h a t  
was? 

A .  I th ink-- I  know it was t h e  one n e a r e s t  t h e  c o a s t .  

Upt ight?  

A. Upt igh t ,  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q- Before you l e f t  Upt ight ,  d i d  anybody say  anything
about  an ope ra t i on  coming up? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I d i d  h e a r  rumors of it. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  i t ' s  2 o r  3 days be fo re .  I n  f a c t  it even could  
have been back i n  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  where I was around a r a d i o .  
Somebody could have rad ioed  i n .  I ' m  n o t  f o r  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I 
d i d  h e a r  rumors about  it. 

Q- When w e r e  you f i r s t  advised t h a t  you would be 
t aken  by chopper from Chu Lai  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r ea?  How 
d i d  you g e t  t h i s  word? 

A. I knew t h a t  ope ra t i on  was on t h a t  morning, pu t  it 
t h a t  way. 

Q You d id?  How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. W e  w e r e  b r i e f e d  somewhat, they said--not  e x a c t l y  
t h a t  morning--They s a i d  i t  may t a k e  p l a c e  t h a t  morning o r  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  w i t h i n  maybe a day o r  2 ,  b u t  they  we ren ' t  s u r e .  I f  
I needed anything s p e c i f i c  about  it I would have t o  be back a t  
Uptight  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  and I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  
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Q- Were you back i n  t h e  t r a i n s  a r ea ,  is  t h a t  where 
you were? 

A. Right ,  t he  t r a i n s  a r ea  i n  Chu L a i .  

Q And they knew of t h e  opera t ion?  You w e r e  p r e t t y  c lo se  
t o  them. They knew t h e  ope ra t ion  was coming up. Did you see  
a Sergeant BOGEAR? Did you know a Sergeant BOGEAR? 

A. Y e s .  He monitored t h e  r a d i o  every day. I f  they 
c a l l e d  i n  f o r  any s u p p l i e s ,  and s o  on, it would be monitored 
i n t o  him. 

Q Did Sergeant  BOGEAR arrange f o r  you t o  g e t  aboard 
the  supply chopper and go i n  o r  what? 

A. Well, he kind of j u s t  gave me t h e  i n i t i a l  word. 

U- There must have been p r e t t y  c lo se  s e c u r i t y  on t h i s  
opera t ipn  i f  they were t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  by r a d i o  t o  Chu 
Lai . 

I was wondering of Sergeant BOGEAR is  t h e  one t h a t  
gave you the  informat ion t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  come 
o f f ?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  name anybody s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I may have 
j u s t  heard it over t he  r ad io ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  f o r  su re .  I t ' s  been 
s o  long. 

Q. Since you d idn '  t r ece ive  a b r i e f i n g  I th ink  we 
be t t e r - -we ' l l  s k i p  those  ques t ions ,  i f  you rece ived  no b r i e f i n g  
from anyone about what was going on. You s a i d  you j u s t  went 
i n t o  t he  a rea?  When you l e f t  Chu Lai d i d  you know you were 
going i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. Right. 

Q. You d i d  know t h a t .  

A. We knew t h a t ,  r i g h t .  

Q. We knew t h a t ?  
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A .  Right,  again  I would say so .  I d i d n ' t  know--I was 
wi th  t he  2d Pla toon in i t i a l l y - -wha t  our  func t ion  was going t o  
be t h e r e .  The 2d Platoon a lone,  t h e  pla toons  would g e t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g s  and the  company would g e t  a b r i e f i n g .  I d i d  know 
t h a t  we would be i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  again  f o r  a mat te r  of 
1 o r  2 days. W e  always operated i n  t h a t  a r e a  o f f  and on. 

Q You haven ' t  had a chance t o  f i l l  i n  your pla toon? 

A. Somewhat, i t ' s  been s o  long I don ' t  remember a l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  personnel .  

Q e  You'd remember your pla toon l e a d e r ,  d o n ' t  you? 

A. Yes. He's dead now. 

Q. D o  you remember your p la toon  l eade r?  

A. COCHRAN . 
Q This i s  t h e  kind of informat ion we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t .  Who was i n  what p lace  on t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  opera t ion .  

A .  Well, on t h a t  form when I was u p s t a i r s  f i l l i n g  it 
ou t ,  I wanted t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  personnel  i n  t h e r e  s o  I kep t  
looking it up on t h e  r o s t e r .  

Q. Tha t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  You j u s t  d i d n ' t  f i n i s h  it d i d  
you? 

A. Right .  

Q* I want t o  ask you a ques t ion  about t h i s  f r o n t  page. 
Supply- se rgean t :  you've g o t  Sergeant  MARSHALL and Sergeant  
BOGEAR. 

A. Sergeant  MARSHALL took p l ace  once 6 months a f t e r  
he was o u t  i n  combat and then came back i n  a s  supply se rgean t .  

Q. BOGEAR was t h e  supply se rgeant?  
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A .  He w a s  t he  t o p  supply se rgeant .  They had another  
man t h e r e .  He was a l s o  a se rgeant .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name, 
b u t  I remember Sergeant MARSHALL going back i n .  

Q Do you remember where you landed i n  t h e  a r ea?  

From Upt igh t ,  s i r ?  

Q Well no, when you went i n  from Chu Lai. Do you
remember where you landed i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  d e f i n i t e  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q Okay. We ' l l  g e t  ou t  a photograph a f t e r  a wh i l e ,  
a f t e r  a couple of more ques t ions .  What w e ' l l  do, w e ' l l  g ive  
you a rundown on what happened t h a t  day, as  f a r  as  we know, a s  
f a r  as  what t he  p lan  was. M r .  WALSH, who has r e c e n t l y  re turned  
w i l l  g ive  you a c l o s e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  t e r r a i n  and some of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occurred on t h e  c o a s t a l  a r ea  o r  w i th in  t he  
2d Platoon a rea  a l s o ,  from an a e r i a l  photograph. Then w e ' l l  a-
ask you some more ques t ions  on what you r e c a l l .  rl 

?D 

Who had your r a d i o  when you a r r i v e d  and joined the  
pla toon? 0 

cw 
A. My r ad io?  

Q You were t h e  RTO, we ren ' t  you? 

Q- I ' m  so r ry .  Did you have, as  an FO,  d i d  you have 
communications? 

A. I was au thor ized  an RTO. I d i d n ' t  pack a r a d i o  
myself ,  no. From time t o  t ime,  i f  something a rose ,  I could 
have picked one of t h e  R T O ' s .  We had two R T O ' s  . 
Q- You d i d n ' t  have a r ad io?  

A. No. 

Q. What was your c o r r e c t  des igna t ion?  Was it FO? 

(CABALLERO) 1 0  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-255 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Right ,  FO. The way our  command element o r  our  
weapons p la toon  was designated was t h e r e  was an FO from t h e  
weapons p la toon  designated t o  each platoon.  So the  1st 
Pla toon go t  an F O ,  mainly f o r  t he  81 ' s .  Then down the  
l i n e ,  t h e  2d and 3d Platoons a l l  received F O ' s .  

Q. Now, expla in  t o  me what t h e  procedure was f o r  
reques t ing  81 f i r e ?  

A. I t  depends on t h e - - f i r s t  y.ou would give  the  
designated a r e a  and give t h e  coordinates .  

Qg How do you give him t h i s ?  What communications 
system a r e  you using. 

A. My c a l l  number? 

Q. How a r e  you t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  mortar? Are you with  
t h e  pla toon l eade r?  Is t h a t  where you s tayed?  

A. Yes, wi th  t he  pla toon l eade r  and t h e  RTO. 

Q. You used t h a t  RTO' s  r ad io?  

A. Once i n  a whi le .  I wouldn ' t  say I monitored it 
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q- I f  you had a f i r e  mission you would go on t h e  2d 
P la toon ' s  company r a d i o  and t a l k  t o  the--who d i d  you t a l k  t o ?  

A. The se rgean t  of t he  weapons pla toon.  

Q - Who was t h a t ?  

A. Sergeant  VANN. 

Q - You t a l k e d  t o  him d i r e c t ,  i n  o t h e r  words. 

A. Right ,  I gave him the  s i t u a t i o n ,  too .  

Q - You s a i d  i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  you were ass igned t o  
t he  2d Platoon.  You were ass igned t o  t he  mortar  p la toon ,  
i s n ' t  t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  o r  t he  weapons pla toon and attached-- 
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Attached t o  t h e  2d Pla toon.  Every 
ope ra t ion  I went o u t  on was wi th  t h e  2d Platoon.  Our weapons 
p la toon  always seemed l i k e  it s t ayed  with  t h e  command element. 
They b u i l t  up t h e  command element i n  case  they caught any kind 
of f i r e .  

Q When you a r r i v e d ,  was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on 
t h a t  you could hea r  o r  see?  

A. Not offhand.  When I a r r i v e d  I th ink  t h e  1st 
Platoon was s t i l l  on a  smal l  opera t ion  and the  2d Pla toon had 
pu l l ed  back because of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d  and we took about s i x  o r  seven personnel  t h a t  were 
i n j u r e d  from shrapne l .  I th ink  j u s t  everyone of them was 
medevac'd ou t .  The RTO was gone. Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d .  We had one o t h e r  who had l o s t  a f o o t  and t h e  o t h e r s  
were j u s t  caught i n  shrapne l  s o  our  pla toon was dec l in ing  l i k e  
t h a t  (snapping h i s  f i n g e r s )  . 
Q You a r r i v e d  a f t e r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes. 

Q There was a second explosion when t h e  second mine 
was detonated a f t e r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  I heard on t h e  r a d i o  what happened 
on t h a t .  

Q .  Were you i n  t h e  a r e a  when t h e  second mine was 
detonated? 

A. No. 

Q You were en rou te?  , 

A. En rou te .  

Q. You were aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I have t o  reframe t h a t .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I was 
en rou te ,  y e t .  
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Q You heard  it back a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Right ,  t h ink ing  back t o  it now. When I a r r i v e d  
they w e r e  a l ready  medevac'd ou t .  

MR WALSH: A r e  w e  c l e a r  t h a t  you went d i r e c t l y  from Chu Lai  
and d i d n ' t  s t o p  a t  Uptight  be fo re  you w e r e  l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  
ope ra t i on?  

A. No. The whole company was l i f t e d  o u t  and I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  ano ther  company was coming i n t o  Upt ight .  I t  was 
no good f o r  me  t o  go t o  Upt ight .  

Q When you went up t o  Chu L a i  t o  t a l k  about your 
pe r sona l  m a t t e r s ,  d i d  you t a k e  your weapon and a l l  t h e  equip-
ment you needed i n  t h e  f i e l d  up t h e r e  t o  Chu Lai  w i th  you? 

A. Usually you would t a k e  most of  your  gear .  You 
always t a k e  your weapon anyway. Can ' t  g e t  caught wi thou t  t h a t .  

COL WILSON:  You w e r e  back a t  Chu L a i  when you heard  t h i s  
second group go t  wounded. 

A. Y e s .  

Q Now, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  you went i n  on, w e r e  you
c l o s e  t o  t h e s e  c a s u l a t i e s  when you went i n ?  

A. No, they were a l r eady  medevac'd o u t .  

Q They were medevac'd o u t  when you g o t  t h e r e .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  s e e i n g  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN's body o r  t h e  
o t h e r  pe rsonne l ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. So both  groups o f  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  medevac'd when 
you go t  t h e r e .  They had a l ready  been c l ea r ed .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did your h e l i c o p t e r  t ake  anything o u t ,  any equip-
ment o r  personnel  ou t ?  
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A. There might have been one o r  two personnel  wi th  
,him, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you make a s t o p  anywhere be fo re  going i n t o  B 
Company? 

A. S t r i c t l y  from Chu Lai t o  t h a t  opera t ion ,  t h a t ' s  
where we flew. 

Q You d i d n ' t  go t o  any o t h e r  , l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o r  any-
t h i n g  o r  pick up anybody e l s e ?  

(Witness shakes head i n  nega t ive . )  

And how long d i d  your chopper s t a y  the re?  

A. Long enough t o  drop o f f  supp l i e s  and t h a t ' s  it. 

Q Nobody go t  aboard i t ?  Went ou t?  

A. I ' m  no t  sure .  I had my back turned.  I know t h e  0 
r! 

supp l i e s  were dropped. Many times i f  it was a f l i g h t  chopper L.? 
they j u s t  moved them as ide  and r a t i oned  them out .  

Q .  Do you remember, i s  it poss ib l e  t h a t  somebody 
could have been aboard your ch0ppe.r -from Chu Lai t h a t . h a d  a 
camera and had a MACV i n s i g n i a  on? A photographer. 

A. No, I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I remember once upon a t ime,  I 
th ink  it was before  t h a t  opera t ion  o r  somewhat a f t e r  t h e  
ope ra t ion ,  we d i d  have a photographer f l y  ou t  wi th  us.  I 
d o n ' t  th ink  it was dur ing t h a t  opera t ion .  

Q Was t h i s  t he  f i r s t  chopper ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  morning 
from Chu Lai t o  B Company? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  That wasn ' t  the f i r s t  
chopper. 

Q .  How many choppers were they running up there?  

A. I t  depends on t h e  supply of t h e  opera t ion .  I f  it 
is  s o  b i g  t h e r e  a r e  s o  many supp l i e s .  
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Q. Q u i t e  a nember o f  s o r t i e s  went o u t  t h a t  day? 

A. I t h ink  it would be .  I t h i n k  it was, l i k e  I s a i d  
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  miss ion w e  eve r  had. 

LTC NOLL: One ques t i on .  Was t h i s  a s t anda rd  resupply?  I n  
o t h e r  words, had a l l  t h e  equipment been layed on t h e  evening 
be fo r e?  

A. No, i t ' s  an o f f  and on t h i n g .  They j u s t  va r i ed .  
Sometimes w e ' l l  be s h o r t  of  s u p p l i e s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
I t ' s  n o t  done t h e  day be fo r e .  Sometimes t h e y ' d  t r y  t o  do t h a t  
t h e  day be fo r e .  I know, sometimes o u r  s u p p l i e s  g o t  f a i r l y  
mixed up, p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words you g o t  s t e ady  t r a f f i c  back and 
f o r t h  and t h e y ' r e  ordering--

0 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Mainly during--something l i k e  when 
they  g e t  t h e i r  h o t  meals o u t ,  maybe sometimes i n  t h e  morning 
and mainly i n  evenings and t h e  a f t e rnoons .  T h a t ' s  about  it 
when we would g e t  t h e  s u p p l i e s  o u t .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  
combat chopper,  then.  

Q You d o n ' t  know, perchance,  how many m e m b e r s  o f  B 
Company were i n  t h e  r e a r  a r e a  t h i s  day,  do you? 

A. What do you mean by t h e  r e a r  a r e a ,  s i r ?  

Q- Not p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  ope ra t i on :  supply peop le ,  
cooks, mechanics? 

A. I can only  g ive  you about  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  pe rsonne l .  

COL WILSON: This  i s  a 1:25,000 map s h e e t .  This  was a t a s k  
f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Th is  j u s t  wasn ' t  t h e  company? 

A. Right .  I t  was t h e  t a s k  fo r ce .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  t h e  w i tne s s  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4.) 

Q. I want you t o  t e l l  us t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  r e co l -
l e c t i o n  what occurred  on t h e  16 th  o f  March. 
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A. A s  I t o l d  you, I was flown i n  af terwards .  Back a t  
Chu Lai I heard t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  Shor t ly  
a f t e r  I heard t h a t  one of our  personnel  s tepped on a booby 
t r a p  and l o s t  h i s  foo t .  They had taken about nine  i n j u r i e s  o r  
c a s u a l t i e s  about t h a t  time. I flew i n  s h o r t l y  a f te rwards .  
When I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  2d Platoon was nea r  t h e  command 
element. They weren ' t  r e a l l y  i n  any opera t ions .  From looking 
a t  t h e  fe l lows ,  I th ink  they were kind of down i n  the  dumps. 

Q .  They were down i n  t h e  dumps? 

A. Right . 
Q Why? 

A. Well, because every th ing  j u s t  happened s o  f a s t  t o  
them. I worked with  t he  2d Platoon from time t o  time. I t  
seemed l i k e  every 2 o r  3 weeks we would always g e t  replacements,  
never r e a l l y  up t o  f u l l  s t r eng th .  

0 
Q .  Where was the  2d Platoon when you joined them? C\: 
Do you r e c a l l ?  L3 

A. Af t e r  I was down from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I would say 0 
500 meters nor th  of  where I was l e f t  o f f  from the  h e l i c o p t e r .  CV 

Q. Do you remember c ros s ing  a road o r  b i g  t r a i l ?  Do 
you remember s ee ing  a b i g  g a t e  over  a  road? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Was it near  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ?  Was it near  t h e  o u t e r  
edge of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I would say  on t h e  o u t e r  edge and f u r t h e r  i n l and ,  
away from the  sea .  Right. 

Q - What was going on? Anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  except 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  everybody seemed t o  be--how d i d  you descr ibe  i t ?  

A. I had descr ibed  it t h a t  some of t h e  personnel  w e r e  
k ind of digging i n ,  kind of support ing t h e  command element s o  i f  
anything would go wrong t h e  command element would be secure .  
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Any search ing  going on? 

A. There was search ing  going on by t h e  1st Platoon.  
The 3d Pla toon,  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  where they were l oca t ed ,  
I cou ldn ' t  say they were searching.  

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  s ee  what t h e  1st Platoon was doing? 

A. No. 

Q What happened the  r e s t  of t h e  day? Did you a l l  
s t a y  i n  t h a t  a rea?  Did you move o r  what? 

A. We j u s t  about s t ayed  i n  t h e  same a rea .  I th ink  
the  3d o r  t h e  1st  Pla toon crossed t h a t  b r idge  and secured t h a t  
a r e a  f o r  us t o  c ross  over t h e  fol lowing morning. They spen t  
t h e i r  t i m e  ac ross  t h e  br idge  and c l o s e r  t o  t h e  coas t .  

0- Any d iscuss ions  dur ing  t h a t  day about t h e  ope ra t ion  
o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  any ques t ion  as  t o  what was going on? 

A. The only t h i n g  I determined was someone from 
C/1/20 k ind  of  radioed i n ,  which I heard over t h e  rad io .  How 
many k i l l s  they took,  somewhere i n  t h e  a r ea  of 100 o r  125, 
something l i k e  t h a t .  They repor ted  t h e  k i l l s .  

Q - Whose count was t h i s ?  

A. That was from C/1 /20 .  

Q You,heard t h i s  on rad io?  

A. Yes. 

Q- Whose r a d i o  d i d  you hea r  t h a t  on? 

A. I t  would be our  r ad io ,  2d Platoon.  

Q - The 2d Platoon r ad io?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  RTO--I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
name. 
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Q .  Was t h e  2d P la toon  r a d i o  on b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I was j u s t  r e l a t i n g  back t o  you. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  b u t  aga in ,  t h e  command 
e lement  was t h e r e  s o  I might have hea rd  it on t h e  command 
e l emen t ' s  r ad io .  They had t h r e e  R T O ' s  i n  t h e  command element.  
They w e r e  on b a t t a l i o n  n e t  and company n e t .  

Q How about  body count  from any o f  t h e  B Company 
e lements?  Did you h e a r  any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. B Company was--yes, I d id .  Twenty-five t o  f o r t y ,  
around t h e r e .  

Q Where d i d  you h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. Again I heard  it from t h e  r a d i o .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  hea rd  it on t h e  r a d i o .  I 
c a n ' t  say  where it came from. 

Q Th i s  i s  on t h e  f i r s t  day, r i g h t ?  

A. Right .  

Q .  Let  m e  show you some photographs and s e e  i f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  p l a c e  o r  l o c a t i o n .  Th i s  i s  p h o t o ' ~ x h i b i t  
P-18. 

A. I know t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  he r e .  

Q. The U.S. s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  photograph? Who is t h a t ?  

A. H e  was w i t h  t h e  weapons p la toon .  Again, he  was 
k ind  of  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  command element.  I ' d  have t o  look a t  
t h e  r o s t e r .  

Q What about  t h e s e  Vietnamese around him? Did you 
e v e r  s e e  t hose  people?  

A. I t h i n k  I saw them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you know where they  came from? 
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A. No. 

Q. Do you know what he was doing t h e r e ?  

A. He was j u s t  guarding them. 

Q- He was t h e r e  t o  secure  t hese  people, i s  t h a t  cor-
r e c t ,  guard them? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  a r ea?  Does anything look 
f a m i l i a r  around t h e r e ?  

A. Again, it looks something l i k e  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  
When you g e t  f u r t h e r  i n l and ,  I would say on t h i s  s p o t  t h a t  t h e  
1/20 was loca t ed  behind t h i s ,  around back here  somewhere. 

Q e  Back i n  t h e  depth of t h e  photograph? 

A. Right. I th ink  it would nor th .  

Q. Would you say a t  t h i s  p o i n t  on t h i s  photograph o r  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i s  t h e r e  any way t h a t  you could say t h a t  C Com-
pany had a l ready l i nked  up with  B Company? 

A. No. 

Q- What about P-20,  do you recognize  t h a t  l oca t ion?  

A. No, no t  from t h i s  photograph, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you know ,these--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  I know t h e s e  personnel .  

Q- Do you know t h e s e  people i n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  
photograph, cen te r  r e a r ,  one wi th  t h e  h a t  o f f  and one with  t he  
helmet on ? 

A. I t ' s  BRETENSTEIN t h e r e .  

Q- Who? The one wi th  t h e  helmet on? 
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A. The helmet  o f f .  

Q. The helmet  o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  BRETENSTEIN. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  H e ' s  
l ook ing  downward, b u t  it s u r e  does look l i k e  BRETENSTEIN. H e  
w a s  a PFC a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I t h i n k .  

Q What about  t h e s e  peop le  i n  P-21. Do you recogn ize  
t h o s e  two men i n  uniform? 

A. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I t  may be  one of o u r  i n t e r p r e -
ters. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q The one on t h e  l e f t  h o l d i n g  h i s  he lmet  might be an  
i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Right  . 
Q Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. No, I remember h i s  f a c e .  

Q - How about  t h e  Vietnamese t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  he  i s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f f  and on. W e  
n e v e r  had one s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q *  HOW about  P-22? 

A. I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  same person t h e r e .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  looks  l i k e  
an  i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Kind o f ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  h e l p i n g  o u t .  T h a t ' s  Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES . 
Q. This  i s  P-23. You i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  man on t h e  l e f t  
as Capta in  MICHLES. 

A. Right  . 
Q - How about  t h e  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  
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A. Again, t h a t  would be t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  o r  i n t e r p r e -
ter. 

Q How about t he  one on the  r i g h t .  

A. I c a n ' t  make ou t  h i s  face .  

Q Do you recognize t h i s  l o c a t i o n  o r  any of t hese  
Vietnamese? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q During t h e  morning, d i d  you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  
come i n  t o  t h e  company CP? 

A. No. 

Q E i t h e r  i n  t h e  af ternoon o r  t h e  morning, d i d  you 
s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any people who were no t  i n  B Company 
t h a t  morning o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon ,  no t  ass igned t o  B Company t h a t  
were t h e r e ?  U.S. types?  

A. Again, t h e r e  might have been those  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
t h e r e .  Usually when we c o l l e c t e d  up p r i sone r s  they flew them 
o u t  as  quick as  poss ib l e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  the  people,  f i n d  o u t  
what informat ion t h e r e  was i n  t h e  a r e a  and i f  t h e r e  a r e  any 
enemy hidden i n  t h e  a r ea  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  Sometimes they 
were a l ready  wi th  us on a mission.  I t  a l l  depends on the  m i s -
s i o n ,  i f  they were o u t , w i t h  us .  They could be flown o u t  h a l f  
an hour a f t e r  t h e  mission took p l ace  o r  they could be t h e r e  
wi th  us ,  f l y  o u t  wi th  us .  I t  va r i ed ,  it d i d n ' t  always s t a y  
on one s t a t u s .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  s ee  them come i n ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  no t  f o r  s u r e .  
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, because I ' m  no t  s u r e .  W e  s ee  s o  many hel icop-
ters come i n  and ou t  on every ope ra t ion ,  and you f l y  i n  s o  
many h e l i c o p t e r s  you c a n ' t  t e l l  i f  10  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  t h a t  
day o r  one. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What about when you l i nked  up with  C 
Company, do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Somewhat. That n igh t  we l inked  up with  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  C Company had any ARVN personnel  
wi th  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
CD 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether they had any Nat ional  Po l i ce  CV 

with  them? Ln 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q DO you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any i n  t h e  a r ea  t h a t  day o r  
t h a t  evening, e i t h e r  one, National  Po l i ce  o r  ARVN? 

A. I th ink  t h e r e  might have been a National  Po l i ce  
t h e  fol lowing day. 

Q. Where d i d  you s e e  them? 

A. Again, a f t e r  we crossed t h e  br idge  the  fol lowing 
morning. 

Q. You d i d  s e e  some over t he re?  

A. Right. They were National  Po l i ce .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  s e e  any on t h e  16 th?  

A. No. When I l inked  up with  them they were kind of 
s t i l l  beyond us and I was up--I might have seen one o r  two 
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f a c e s  of  pe r sonne l  a l one ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  whole company, a  
look a t  them, no. I know they  were l i n k e d  up w i th  us.  

Q.  Okay, what d i d  you do t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  t h a t  eve-
ning?  

A. The evening? 

Q. Yeah. What d i d  t h e  2d P la toon  do? 

A. Again, they just--because t h e i r  pe r sonne l  was s o  
s h o r t  they  w e r e  j u s t  k ind  of  hooked-up w i th  t h e  command ele-
ment. 

Q- Did you g e t  a  replacement f o r  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h ink  o u r  Sergean t ,  Se rgean t  E-5 LOVE, 
I t h i n k ,  took over  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  one du r ing  t h i s  ope ra t i on?  

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  fo l lowing  day w e  g o t  one and h i s  
name was Lieutenant--a smal l  f e l low.  I remember s e e i n g  him. 

Q - LEWIS? 

A. LEWIS, yes .  

Q. But he  d i d n ' t  come i n  on t h e  16 th?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  was w i t h  us t h e  16 th .  H e  
took command t h e  fo l lowing  morning. 

Q Do you remember him coming i n  o r  d i d  you see him 
come i n ?  

A. Right ,  I t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q Do you remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  when he  came i n ?  

A. I remember w e  seen  him on about  t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  a s  
f a r  a s  t h e  1 6 t h ,  no,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  About t h a t  t i m e  t oo ,  I 
t h i n k  L i eu t enan t  CARTER might have been on R&R o r  going on R&R 
a t  t h e  t i m e  and L ieu tenan t  LEWIS was w i th  t h e  3d P la toon .  W e  
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were s h o r t  on l i e u t e n a n t s .  Tha t ' s  why I th ink  he came i n  t h e  
fol lowing day o r  took command t h e  following day. H e  might 
have been i n  t h e  a r ea  t h a t  day. 

Q He may have been i n  t h e  a r ea  b u t  no t  t ak ing  com-
mand? 

A .  The 2d Pla toon,  yeah. 

Q. Now, t h a t  evening when you went i n t o  your n i g h t  
defensive  p o s i t i o n  o r  l aagered ,  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it, 
d i d  you hear  o r  s e e  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  pos i t i on?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  You d i d n ' t  hea r  any? 

A. No. 

Q Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  going on a t  a l l ,  going ou t  
o r  coming i n ?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  f i r s t  n igh t  we were t h e r e .  N 
a 

Q. Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t ak ing  p lace  t he re?  -
--

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  N 

Q .  Did you s e e  any Vietnamese de ta inees  i n  t h e  p e r i -
meter? 

A. Right ,  I saw a few de ta inees .  

Q. Do you know how many t h e r e  were? 

A. No, no idea .  

Q Was t h i s  group t h a t  I showed you i n  t h i s  photo-
graph,  P-18, were they i n  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  evening? 

A. I know they had some i n  t h e  per imeter .  I c a n ' t  
recognize  t h e  f aces .  

Q The de ta inees  t h a t  were i n  t h e  per imeter ,  were 
they male o r  female o r  both? 
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A. I seen some male. I d o n ' t  know i f  I saw any fe-  
males. 

Q. Did the  de ta inees  appear t o  be any p a r t i c u l a r  age 
group o r  you a l ready s a i d  they were male? 

A. No. 

Q. Were they o l d  and young, middle? 

A. I th ink  they var ied .  

Q - Did you do any work with  t h e  pla toon se rgean t  i n  
t h e  p repa ra t ion  of defensive  f i r e s  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  A s  f a r  as  your expla in ing  defensive  
f i r e s - -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I mean any approach f i r e s  you might 
want t o  f i r e  dur ing  t h e  n igh t ;  s e l e c t i o n  of t a r g e t s  f o r  n igh t  
f i r e s ?  

A. No. No s e l e c t i o n  of f i r e s ,  sir .  Because w e  were 
s o  widely s c a t t e r e d  again  3d o r  1st Platoon w a s  across  t h a t  
br idge.  

Q. Where d i d  you s t a y ?  Did you s t a y  up aga ins t  t h a t  
r i v e r  o r  which d i r e c t i o n  was your p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evening? 

A. I th ink  c l o s e r  i n l and ,  it wasn ' t  ac ross  from the  
b r idge ,  f u r t h e r  i n l and  towards--again somewhere l i nked  up 
around the  command element. 

Q. This would have been somewhere around t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  per imeter?  

A. Right . 
Q. And you weren ' t  on a p o s i t i o n  on the  per imeter  it-
s e l f ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did anything unusual happen t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  
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A. No. 

Q. Did you g e t  a h o t  r a t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  d id .  W e  u s u a l l y  do j u s t  about  every  
evening.  

Q. Do you remember e a t i n g  a h o t  meal? 

A. Right .  

Q. What about  r esupp ly?  Did your p l a toon  g e t  any re-
supply  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. We u s u a l l y  g o t  r e supp l i ed  du r ing  send ing  i n  t h e  
h o t  meals. 

Q. Do you remember what they brought  i n  t h a t  n i g h t  
b e s i d e s  t h e  r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, they only  r a t i o n e d  o u t  t o  t h e  p l a toon  and 
t h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q. Did you see Colonel BARKER t h a t  day o r  any s e n i o r  0 
o f f i c e r s  from br igade?  N 

A. I might have glanced a t  Colonel BARKER. Not a s  f a r  
as m e  t a l k i n g  t o  him o r  s e e i n g  him i n  person,  b u t  I t h i n k  
he was i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Did you see--did you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  
b r i gade  commander? 

A. P h y s i c a l l y ,  I remember h i s  f a ce .  

Q Did you see him anywhere i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  But 
Colonel BARKER, I remember s e e i n g  h i s  f a ce .  H e  f lew i n  t o  see 
how w e  w e r e  doing.  

Q. You t h i n k  so?  How about  Major CALHOUN, d i d  you 
know him? 
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A. He was co lored ,  wasn ' t  he? 

Q- No, he was the  S3. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s ee  Major CALHOUN. I probably d o n ' t  
even know him. 

Q e  Anything e l s e  happen t h a t  you can remember a s  f a r  
as  people coming i n ,  any s t r a n g e r s  around? 

A. No. 

Q Nothing even t fu l  occurred then? 

A. I would say nothing e v e n t f u l  towards t h e  2d Pla-
toon because again ,  they were down s o  s h o r t  on men. 

MR WALSH: When you g o t  o f f  t h e  chopper d i d  you see  any 
burned hootches o r  any hootches burning a t  t h e  t i m e  you joined 
up wi th  t h e  company? 

A. I think t h e r e  might have been one o r  two. 

Q. Do you remember when you joined up with  t h e  com-
pany? Were they i n  k ind  of a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  where they were 
t ak ing  it easy ,  more o r  l e s s ?  

A. When I hooked up with  them, again ,  i t  wasn ' t  t h e  
whole company. Again, l i k e  I say ,  it was 2d Platoon command 
element they were s e t t i n g  up kind of r e a r  s e c u r i t y  element i n  
t he  c e n t e r  of everything.  

Q- Were they i n  a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A s m a l l  v i l l a g e .  
, . 

Q. Did they burn t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you move o u t  from t h e r e  t o  your l aage r  a r ea?  

A. I t  was no t  t o o  much f u r t h e r .  I t  might even have 
been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  around t h e  v i c i n i t y .  
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Q Was t h a t  v i l l a g e  burned,  do you know, o r  can you
remember? 

A. There were p a r t s  of i t  t h a t  w e r e  burned,  I would 
say  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  ground. 

Q. But n o t  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  o r  h e a r i n g  t h a t  some V i e t -
namese Na t iona l  P o l i c e  s h o t  some d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q .  You never  hea rd  about  t h a t ?  

A. No. a 
m 

Did you see an American c a p t a i n  w i th  an i n t e r p r e -
m 

Q 
ter  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

0 

A - No, n o t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- Did you know Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. No, aga in ,  when y o u ' r e  speaking of names, maybe I 
d i d n ' t  know t o o  many people .  

Q- Do you remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  an American c a p t a i n  
who was a sha rp  d r e s s e r ,  wore a hun t i ng  k n i f e ,  had c u t  t h e  
f i n g e r  o f f  a  person he was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about  i t ?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t i ve . )  

LTC NOLL: I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e c a l l ,  i f  you cou ld ,  con-
ce rn ing  t h e  r e p o r t s  of body counts .  Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  
c i rcumstances  w e r e ,  o t h e r  t han  t h e  r e p o r t ?  
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A. No. 

Q. Was it i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o r  morning? 

A. Close t o  noon, maybe between noon and 2 o ' c l ock .  

Q Did it have any th ing  t o  do w i th  a ques t i on  whether  
t h e r e  w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n  inc luded  i n  t h e  body count? 

A. No. I f  any th ing ,  it was j u s t  r ad ioed  i n  a s  enemy 
k i l l e d .  

COL WILSON: Have you e v e r  heard--and I r e f e r  t o  The T r i d e n t  
of  A p r i l  of 1968, have you e v e r  hea rd  of  the "Dir ty  -Dozen1'? 

A. The "Di r ty  Dozen," I t h i n k  was o u r  1st Pla toon.  
Does t h i s  r e f e r  back t o  t h a t  America1 t h i n g ?  

Q Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  The T r iden t  paper  t h a t  s t a t e d  t h a t  
it was i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  t ha t t heS"cou rageous  D i r t y  Dozen was 
born  commanded by L ieu tenan t  SPRAGGINS and 12 vo lun t ee r s  from 
B Company." Did t h i s  "Di r ty  Dozen" c o n s i s t  of people  from t h e  
e n t i r e  company o r  was it from one p la toon?  

A. J u s t  t h e  1st  P la toon .  I remember r e ad ing  about  
t h a t  going back,  b u t  t h a t  was on t h e  day we w e r e  pinned down. 

Q Y e s .  I t  was a d i f f e r e n t  ope ra t i on?  

A. Right .  I t  was b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q- What about  t h e  "Di r ty  Dozen, " d i d  they con t inue  t o  
e x i s t ?  

A. I would s ay  a day a f t e r  t h a t  operat ion--we're  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  again--about f ou r  o r  f i v e  
of them w e r e  wounded and I t h i n k  two w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q Was t h i s  dozen from one squad o r  from a l l  t h e  
squads i n  t h e  1st Pla toon? 

A. I t h i n k  how they  g o t  t h e i r  name t h e  "Dir ty  Dozen," 
i s  they  vo lun tee red  somewhat on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  w e r e  
pinned down. I know they  wouldn ' t  be from one squad,  no, it 
was people  from t h e  p la toon .  
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Q This "Dirty Dozen'' was j u s t  f o r  one i n c i d e n t ,  
then? One opera t ion?  

A. Tha t ' s  how they g o t  t h e i r  name, somebody j u s t  
thought it up. 

Q- On t h e  morning of t h e  17 th  of March could you de-
s c r i b e  what you r e c a l l  t h a t  day o r  t h a t  morning? 

A. I th ink  the  3d Platoon was over on t h e  n igh t  of 
t he  16 th  and secured t h a t  a r ea  and go t  ac ross  t he  br idge .  

Q. The 3d Platoon? 

A. I th ink  s o ,  t h e  3d Platoon.  Then we had orders  t o  
move ou t ,  s o  we moved ou t  and t h e  1st Platoon was c ros s ing  and 
again  t h e  l ead  man f o r  t h e  1st Pla toon,  r i g h t  a f t e r  he c rossed  
t h e  b r idge ,  s tepped on t h a t  booby t r a p .  He was medevac'd ou t  
s h o r t l y  af terwards .  Af t e r  t h a t  I th ink  t h e  a r e a  was searched.  
We d i d  t ake  some s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h e  a r ea  and the  3d Platoon 3 
took some t h a t  morning. Again, r e c a l l i n g  back t o  t h e  n igh t  of cc3 
t h e  16 th ,  I th ink  they might have took some t h a t  n i g h t ,  too.  Li 

Q You say you th ink  you go t  some s n i p e r  f i r e  the  0 
nigh t  of t h e  16th? N 

A. The 16th.  Right.  

Q. You're no t  t a l k i n g  about i n  your a rea?  You mean 
across  t he  br idge? 

A. Across t h e  b r idge ,  r i g h t .  I ' m  almost d e f i n i t e  
they d id .  

Q. J u s t  s o  our th ink ing  is  s t r a i g h t ,  t h e  1st Pla toon 
was over on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t he  br idge .  

A. Tha t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  c l a r i f y .  I f  it was 
e i t h e r  the  3d or  t h e  1st .  

Q. I t  was t h e  1st. So t h e  3d was wi th  you a l l  up 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea .  Do you remember the  man t h a t  h i t  
t he  booby t r a p  on t h e  br idge? 

A. I do. Larry TAYLOR. Sergeant Larry TAYLOR. 
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0- Do you remember which p la toon  he w a s  from? 

A. 1st Platoon? 

0 Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. Re la t ing  back, t h e  1st Platoon was c ross ing .  

Q. The 1st Platoon was c ross ing .  Now, t h i s  would 
b r i n g  up t h e  nex t  ques t ion .  Do you remember t h e  order  of 
march i n  t h e  company t h a t  morning a s  you moved toward t h e  
br idge?  Could you see  t h e  b r idge  from where you were o r  was 
your pla toon back i n  t h e  column o r  what? 

A. I t  was kind of back i n  t h e  column. I t  wasn ' t  v i s -
i b l e  from t h e  a r ea  we laagered  i n .  

Q How f a r  were you from t h e  b r idge  when you heard 
t h e  explosion which wounded TAYLOR o r  d i d  you hea r  i t ?  

A. I heard it. 

Q- About how f a r  away from the  br idge  were you, do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e  were moving o u t  i n  some kind of a f i l e .  I 
would say about 400 o r  500 meters ,  maybe. 

Q. 400 o r  500 meters? Do you r e c a l l  t h e  column stop-
ping a f t e r  t h i s  o r  d i d  it continue t o  move? 

A. No, it d i d n ' t  continue t o  move. We j u s t  kind of 
took a defens ive  l i n e .  .We d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  what it was 
u n t i l  it was radioed i n  as a man s t epp ing  on this booby t r a p .  

Q - Now, d i d  you hear  t h i s  over t h e  pla toon rad io?  

A. Right. 

Q - Then d i d  you hea r  any f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q Didn ' t  hea r  any smal l  arms f i r e ?  
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A. No s m a l l  arms f i r e ,  sir .  

Q Did you hea r  any o t h e r  t ransmiss ions  about casual-
t ies  over t h e r e  o r  VC c a s u a l t i e s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  
w a s  coming back over t h e  company r ad io?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r eques t s  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q That day? Do you r e c a l l  any on t h e  16 th?  

A. No. No mortar f i r e  on t h e  16th .  There might have 
been some mortar  f i r e .  I ' m  no t  t o o  s p e c i f i c ,  from t h e  1st 
Pla toon.  I th ink  t h e r e  was. 1st and 3d Platoon d id  c a l l  some 
i n .  

Q They c a l l e d  i n  f o r  some mortar  f i r e ?  

A. Right .  81 ' s .  

Q - Do you know where t h e  mortar f i r e  was going and 
how succes s fu l  it was? 

A. No idea .  

Q - - You never d i d  hea r  anything about i t ?  

A. Never. W e l l ,  I know i f  anything,  they d i d  r eg i s -
ter  some po in t s .  And t h a t  i s  about it. 

Where? Regis tered some po in t s  on the  day of t he  

A. I c a n ' t  g ive  t h e  l o c a t i o n s .  

Q- Do you eve r  r e c a l l  i f  it was normal i n  planning 
an opera t ion  of t h i s  type  t h e  day before  t o  plan a mortar  
p repa ra t ion  t o  be  f i r e d  as  a  u n i t  advanced? 

A. Depending on t h e  company commander and the  s i t u a -
t i o n ,  yes .  There was times when it was p l o t t e d  l i k e  t h a t .  
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They f i r e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p o i n t s  s o  they could f i r e  from those  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  po in t s .  

Q a Now, you be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  was f i r e  over t h e r e  on 
t h e  16 th ,  mortar  f i r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Do you remember any comment about duds? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any comment on duds. There 
migh.t have been a comment on duds from t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q - Comment from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Right. 

Q. What were t h e  comments? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know. I wouldn' t  know, b u t  I 
th ink  t h e r e  was some. 

Q - W a s  it unusual f o r  t h e  mortar  p la toon t o  f i r e  dud 
rounds? 

A. round t h a t  time it seemed l i k e  t h e  ammunition w e  
were g e t t i n g  d idn '  t a l l  go o f f .  

Q. How about gunships? Do you remember any gunships 
coming i n ?  

A. Again, no. 

Q Do you remember a medevac h e l i c o p t e r .  coming i n  t o  
p ick  up TAYLOR? 

. A .  Right. 

Q. Did you see  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I would say I d id .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  any gunships? 
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A. No. You know as TAYLOR was medevac ' d  o u t  they  
w e r e  a c ro s s  t h e  b r i d g e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  I t h i n k  i f  any-
t h i n g ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  would have come i n  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  
l i n e .  They might have p icked up TAYLOR. The a r e a  where he 
was h i t  was f a i r l y  t h i c k  stumps and trees. The h e l i c o p t e r  
j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  come i n  25 meters away from TAYLOR. They had 
t o  c a r r y  him somewhere e l s e .  

Q - Did you see TAYLOR b e f o r e  he  was evacuated? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q So you moved over  t h e  b r i d g e  a f t e r  TAYLOR had 
gone? 

A. A f t e r  he  was evacuated .  

Q. What t i m e  do you t h i n k  t h a t  was? Do you know? 

A. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  
CO 

Q. What i f  I t o l d  you what t i m e  TAYLOR was evacuated ,  M 

could  you f i x  t h e  t i m e  you c ro s sed  over  from t h a t  p o i n t ?  Ln 

Maybe. 

Q. What? 

A. Maybe. 

Q. H e  was supposed t o  have been dus ted-off  a t  0830? 

A. I would say  w e  moved around about  0930 o r  0900. 

Q About 0 930 ? 

A .  0930 o r  9 o ' c l o c k .  

Q You h e l d  up t h e r e  about  an hour a f t e r  he was 
wounded? 

A. About a h a l f  an hour.  The medevacs a r e n ' t  t h e  
f a s t e s t  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  n i c e  t o  have,  let m e  t e l l  
you. I t h i n k  t h e  medevac d i d  t a k e  about  15  o r  20 minutes t o  
-

g e t  o u t  t h e r e .  
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0. T h a t ' s  probably r i g h t .  

A. I remember back when I was wounded, t h e  medevac 
chopper took somewhere around a h a l f  an hour.  

Q. You remember t h a t  very  c l e a r l y ?  So you moved ove r  
about  10 o ' c l o c k .  What d i d  you observe  when you g o t  over  
t h e r e ,  anything?  

A. Again i t ' s  k ind  of v i v i d .  The 1st P la toon  was 
s e a r c h i n g  t h a t  a r e a  r i g h t  a c ro s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  Again, I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  I t h i n k  t h e  3d was f u r t h e r  down toward t h e  c o a s t .  I t  
might have been n o r t h ,  f u r t h e r  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q. The 3d P la toon  moved over  t h e  b r i d g e  b e f o r e  you
a l l  d i d ?  Before t h e  2d Pla toon? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e .  They may have been behind u s ,  
I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Did t h e  2d P la toon ,  a f t e r  it g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  side 
of t h e  b r i d g e ,  do any sea rch ing?  

A .  I t h i n k  w e  coord ina ted  w i t h  t h e  1st P la toon  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  s ea r ch .  

Q How long  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e  you
moved o u t ?  

A. I ' d  say  probably 'till about  noon. 

Q - D i d  you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ,  b e s i d e s  t h a t  
medevac? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q - Resupply? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  did.  I c a n ' t  
be d e f i n i t e  on t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they d i d .  
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Q What was t h e  procedure f o r  sea rch ing?  Did you no-
t i c e  anything o t h e r  than  normal procedure,  any th ing  unusual 
about  t h e  s ea r ch ing?  

A. No, i t ' s  normal procedure.  I n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any type  of a v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  There was trees-cut-down 
kind of a t h ing .  I f  any th ing ,  t h e r e  were sma l l  t unne l s  t h a t  
w e r e  searched.  But a s  a v i l l a g e  s t and ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any. When t h e  3d P la toon  went f u r t h e r  down t h e r e  might 
have been v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q - Did you do any sea rch ing?  

A. I d i d n ' t  do any sea rch ing .  I was wi th  t h e  RTO and 
t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r .  

Q. Did you normally do any sea rch ing  o r  d i d  you s t a y
c l o s e  t o  t h e  CP? 

A. The CP--well, mainly t h e  RTO and t h e  p la toon  
l eade r .  

Q - Did you s e e  any bod ies  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Did I s e e  any bod ies?  No, s i r .  

Q. Any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been bod ies  over  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q This body count  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about  from 
B Company wi th  twenty-f ive  t o  t h i r t y  bodies  t h a t  you heard  on 
t h e  1 6 t h ,  d i d  you eve r  see any of  those  bod ies?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q. Where w e r e  they supposed t o  be? Do you know? 

A. I guess somewhere i n  t h e  1st Pla toon a r e a .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q. Why d i d  you t h ink  they w e r e  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon 
a r ea?  
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A. Mainly, when you were r e l a t i n g  back t o  t h a t  "Di r ty  
Dozen. " 1st P la toon  was always f i r s t  t o  go i n  on any t a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  any k i n d  of  a  s e a r c h .  

Q They w e r e  s o r t  of  an a g g r e s s i v e  o u t f i t ?  

A. Y e s .  Gung ho.  

Q Did they  use  a  heavy volume of f i r e ?  

A. Do they  use  a  heavy volume o f  f i r e ?  I would say 
they  do from t ime t o  t i m e .  

Q. What happened when you a l l  moved o u t ?  

A. W e  moved o u t  and, a g a i n ,  e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  3d Pla-
toon t h a t  was down n o r t h  of us went i n  t h i s ,  I t h i n k  it was 
t h i s  a r e a .  W e  s t a r t e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  

Q. South? 

A.  South ,  yes .  

Q. Did you see any ARVN o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  t h e  
company ? 

A. There might have been a few ARVN. I c a n ' t  be  f o r  
s u r e .  

Q Did you see t h e  1st  P la toon  any of t h a t  day? Did 
you t a l k  t o  any of  them? 

A. No. 

Q Do you remember a l a r g e  amount of b u r n i n g  of t h e  
.hoo tches  a s  you moved s o u t h ?  

A. I saw some burn ing  f u r t h e r  down h e r e .  

Q Along t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q How about  o v e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  somewhere o v e r  a c r o s s  
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  d i d  you s e e  any b u r n i n g  over  
t h e r e ?  Hear any f i r i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q Anything occur  e n  r o u t e ?  Any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, we w e r e n ' t  s n i p e d  a t  o r  any th ing  d u r i n g  t h a t  
day. 

Q J u s t  moved s o u t h ?  

A. We went down t h e r e  and sea rched  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  v i l -
l a g e s .  Kind of  s e a r c h e d  t h e  l i t t l e  t u n n e l s  under  each l i t t l e  
h u t ,  t h e i r  de fense  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  and s o  on ,  a l i t t l e  e a r t h  
s h e l t e r .  

Q Who was s e a r c h i n g  t h o s e ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I t  could  have been t h e  3d o r  
1st P la toon .  I t h i n k  p a r t  of t h e  command element  d i d  s e a r c h  
and s o  d i d  we. 

Q Did you go r i g h t  i n  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  go down i n  them, no. 

Q Any o f  them b e i n g  blown up? 

A. I w o u l d n ' t  s a y  t h e r e  were.  

Q. Did you observe  any of  them b e i n g  blown? 

A. Sometimes a grenade c a n ' t  demolish them. I 
c o u l d n ' t  s a y  they  were r e a l l y  demolished. The grenades  w e r e  
thrown i n  t h e s e  l i t t l e  s h e l t e r s .  They were sea rched  f i r s t  and 
t h e n  thrown i n .  

Q. How w e r e  they  sea rched?  

A. A man went i n  t h e r e ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

Q You're  t e l l i n g  me t h e n  t h a t  grenades  w e r e  used f o r  
t h e  e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h e s e  underground i n s t a l l a t i o n s ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q Not e x p l o s i v e s  o r  demol i t ions?  

A. There might have been some demol i t ions  i n  o t h e r s ,  
b u t  what I saw was grenades .  

Q. You moved down? Did anything o c c u r ,  down t h e r e  on 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p ,  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q. H e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ?  

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  t h e r e  might have been.  The he l i cop-  
ters might have come i n  about  t h a t  t i m e  and l e a v e  o f f  some 
supp l i e s . .  I know t h e r e  were h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Do you know what k i n d  of s u p p l i e s  they  were? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q. Did you s e e  Colonel  BARKER down t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t s a y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d .  I c a n ' t s a y .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  t h a t  day a man, a s t r a n g e r ,  w i t h  a 
camera w i t h  MACV i n s i g n i a ?  T a l l  and t h i n ?  Might have had on 
a s o f t  h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I might have.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  man 
t h e r e ,  y e s .  

Q. Do you know which u n i t  he  was moving w i t h ?  

A. No. No i d e a .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you e v e r  c a r r y  a camera? 

A. No, s i r .  


Q - Did you know anybody t h a t  d i d ?  
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A. Y e s .  A man i n  our  weapons p la toon .  I c a n ' t  re-
member h i s  name, a t a l l  lanky fe l low.  I would have t o  look a t  
t h e  r o s t e r  a g a i n .  

(The w i t n e s s  s t u d i e s  B Company r o s t e r ,  E x h i b i t  
M-24.) I t h i n k  h i s  name was THARP o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did he  have a camera t h a t  day? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  one. Y e s ,  THARP, Wil l iam E. 

Q Will iam E.? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And he was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q- You g o t  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  and you say  you thought
s u p p l i e s  came i n ?  

A. Right .  I remember--it must have been s u p p l i e s  o r  
something because I remember h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q • Do you remember i f  t h e r e  were any Vietnamese b e i n g  
used a s  p o i n t  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  group a s  you moved s o u t h ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q How many? 

A. One o r  two. 

Q Male o r  female? 

A. Male. 

Q Do you remember t h e  o r d e r  of march? Do you r e m e m -
b e r  whether  t h e  company was i n  a column o r  whether  t h e r e  was 
one platoon--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember we had a p l a t o o n  come i n -
l a n d ,  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d ,  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  h e r e .  W e  were 
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t h e  2d P la toon .  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  t h e  2d P la toon .  W e  were 
t h e n  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS. H e  was i n  command then .  

Q - H e  had come i n  by t h a t  t ime? 

A .  Right .  H e  was i n  command t h e n .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  
he took o v e r  t h a t  morning. W e  were r i g h t  a long  t h e  c o a s t .  
And w e  w e r e  s u p p o r t i n g  i t  because t h e  3d, 1st o r  3d, was 
coming i n  h e r e  s e a r c h i n g  i n l a n d  and w e  would be on t h e  c o a s t  
i f  they  m e t  any type  o f  t r o u b l e  w e  would j u s t  c l o s e  i n .  

Q The 2d P la toon  was on t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Right  . 
Q. So you w e r e  moving down on t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. Right .  On t h e  c o a s t .  Right  on t h e  beach.  

Q - Did you a l l  have t h e  Vietnamese p o i n t  wi th  you o r  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  group? 

A. The o t h e r  group. 

Q. When you g o t  down t h e r e  and you t u r n e d  around,  
down a t  t h e  end,  d i d  t h e s e  Vietnamese come back w i t h  t h e  u n i t  
o r  w e r e  t hey  r e l e a s e d  t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I t h i n k  we b rough t  some back 
w i t h  us.  

Q.  D i d  your  p l a t o o n  have any a t  a l l ?  

A. No. We d i d n ' t  have any. 

Q With t h e  o t h e r  two p l a t o o n s ?  

A. Usua l ly  i f  they  were t a k e n  i n t o  custody t h e y  w e r e  
around t h e  CP a r e a ,  CP group. I guess  you would have your  i n -
t e r r o g a t o r  around t h a t  a r e a ,  t o o .  

Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  suppose you saw much of  th i s - -o f  t h e  
company t h a t  day i f  you w e r e  moving a long  t h e  beach? 
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A. That  was j u s t  h a l f  t h e  day then--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  Half t h e  day. That  h a l f  t h e  
day d i d  you s e e  much of t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I would .say,  no. Not a s  a whole, no. 

Q. When you g o t  down t h e r e  and t u r n e d  around d i d  you 
come back up t h e  beach o r  d i d  you s h i f t  over?  

A. No, we came back up. 

Q. You came back up t h e  same way you went down? 

A. R igh t ,  we d i d .  

Q And hootches  a long  t h e  beach t h e r e ?  

A. F u r t h e r  i n l a n d  where t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  were 
s e a r c h i n g .  

Q Where was most of  t h i s  burn ing  t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was f u r t h e r - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To t h e  wes t?  

A. No, it was s o u t h  and maybe i n l a n d .  Yeah, it would 
be  w e s t ,  b u t  i t  was i n l a n d  r i g h t  a long  t h e  beach a r e a .  

Q. Were t h e  hootches  and houses i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  w e r e  
t hey  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  of  t h e  2d P la toon  o r  t h e  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  1st 
and t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. I t h i n k  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  of t h e  1st  and 3d. I know 
we d i d  walk by t h e r e .  

Q. You saw burn ing  going down? Was burn ing  s t i l l  
going on when you came back? 

A. Some l i t t l e  b u r n i n g ,  y e s .  

Q S t u f f  s t i l l  burning?  
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A. Right. I wouldn' t  say t h e r e  was a high volume. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you moved back. D i d  anything occur  
coming back t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  See anything unusual? 

A. No. Except we were rounding up some of t h e  p r i s -
oners ,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  them p r i sone r s .  

Q.  Where d i d  you g e t  them? 

A. J u s t  from the  s t r a y  v i l l a g e s .  I th ink  we might 
have had them t h e  n igh t  before .  I ' m  no t  d e f i n i t e .  I c a n ' t  
say i f  we picked them up t h a t  morning o r  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q.  Were t h e r e  many people down i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No. A s  we moved up nor th  again  t h i s  i s  where we 
found a l l  our people. 

Q But down i n  where you were making t h i s  sweep--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  No, most of the  v i l l a g e s  were mainly 
uninhabi ted.  

Q. Did they appear t o  have been inhab i t ed  and the  
people j u s t  l e f t  o r  were they completely--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  the  people had j u s t  l e f t  be-
cause it seems they had knocked over baske ts  of r i c e  and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Moved back up t h a t  af ternoon t h e  same way you went 
down? 

A. Right .  

Q And went i n t o  a n igh t  defensive  pos i t i on?  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. .No. We searched t h a t  s e c t o r  t h e r e .  

Q. You th ink  you went a l l  t h e  way up? 

A. Yeah. I ' m  almost d e f i n i t e .  W e  searched t h a t  
nor thern  s e c t o r  and t h a t ' s  when we rounded up q u i t e  a few 
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people .  I remember t h e  choppers coming i n  then .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
i f  t h e y  w e r e  d o c t o r s  on them o r  what.  I t  might have been. 
But w e  t r e a t e d  them f o r  what a i l m e n t s  they  had: sk.in d i s e a s e s  
and s o  on. Gave them medica t ion .  I remember someone s a y i n g ,  
"yeah, we gave t h e  medica t ion  t o  one o f  t h e s e  South Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  and s h e  was e a t i n g  it. " 

Q. E a t i n g  i t ?  

A. Yeah. T h a t ' s  what t h e y  used it f o r ,  I guess.  I 
guess  they  t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  them, b u t  they  a r e  hungry people .  
I do remember t r e a t i n g  them medica l ly  i n  any way w e  coull! t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  mayDe when o u r  i n t e r -
r o g a t o r s  came i n  and maybe some o f  t h o s e  Koreans were t a l k i n g ,  
because  they  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  when w e  g o t  mor tared .  a 

3 
Q. We're s t i l l  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  now? 2 3 

A. Y e s .  0 
.Y 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  a r e p o r t  t h a t  one VC 
was KIA? 

A. No. 

Q .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  engaging two VC? 

A. No. 

COL WILSON: We're reasonab ly  s u r e  t h a t  B Company minus laag-
e r e d  down s o u t h  of  t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  an ambush up t h e r e  on t h e  
b r i d g e ,  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h a t .  Y e s ,  it was. The whole op-
e r a t i o n  d i d  t a k e  3 days.  Yeah, it d i d .  I t h i n k  they  w e r e  
f u r t h e r  n o r t h .  I t h i n k  it was o u r  3d P la toon  t h a t  took  t h a t  
ambush. 
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Q .  When you moved i n t o  t h i s  n i g h t  defensive  p o s i t i o n ,  
do you r e c a l l  anything occurr ing? Were h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ?  

A. NO. ~ o tt h a t  n igh t .  

Q. Did you g e t  a h o t  r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  we d i d  o r  we d i d n ' t .  I ' m  n o t  
su re .  

Q Do you know of any resupply? 

A. I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q. Nothing unusual occurred t h a t  day? 

A. No. J u s t  t h a t  I ' m  most d e f i n i t e  t h a t  t h e  3d Pla-
toon d i d  take  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  A s  f a r  as  c a l l i n g  mortar  f i r e  
i n ,  too ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  they c a l l e d  i n  mortar  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t  
because of t h e  ambush s i t e .  

MR WALSH: Did you see  t h e  2d Platoon f i r e  t h e i r  weapons a t  
a l l  on the  second day? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them f i r e  a t  a l l  on t h e  second 
day. 

Q Did they encounter any hootches? 

A. W e  d i d  some v i l l a g e  searching.  

Q How much? A very l i t t l e  b i t - -

A. Yeah, I would say an hour and h a l f  o r  2 hours 
of searching.  

Q How many hootches ? 

A. You want me t o  g ive  you a number? 

Q Yes. J u s t  an es t imate .  

Q • ( In t e rpos ing )  Ten o r  f i f t y  o r  a hundred? 
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A. Maybe 1 5  o r  20. 

Q You mean 1 5  o r  20 hoo tches?  These w e r e  hoo tches  
t h a t  were n e a r  t h e  beach  as you went  on down? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d  cross--we w e r e  on t h a t  beach a g a i n .  
W e  came i n  around--I t h i n k  i t ' s  a lmos t  d e f i n i t e - - t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e  and t h e n  a l i t t l e  i n l a n d .  W e  found a few, b u t  the hoo tches  
t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h a t  area--

COL WILSON: (Interposing) You ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  Co Lay ( 3 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t ' s  Co Lay. Maybe a l i t t l e  above Co Lay 
( 3 ) .  Around t h a t  a r e a  t h e y  w e r e  u n i n h a b i t e d  and s c a t t e r e d  
v i l l a g e s .  They w e r e n ' t  one  mass ive  v i l l a g e .  

MR WALSH: How many c i v i l i a n s  a round t h e r e  d i d  you p a s s  as 
you went  a l l  t h e  way down? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see any. No, n o t  t h a t  morning. 

Q Did you see any dead b o d i e s  a t  a l l  d u r i n g  t h a t  
day ? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q And a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  d i d  you 
h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  how many p e o p l e  t h e  company k i l l e d ?  

A. No, it w a s  main ly  t h a t  f i r s t  day. 

Q What abou t  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. J u s t  what  I t o l d  him. 

Q I wonder i f  you c o u l d  s t a t e  it a g a i n  f o r  t h e  re-
co rd .  

A.  I h e a r d  o v e r  t h e  n e t  t h a t  it was twen ty - f ive  t o  
t h i r t y - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I w a s n ' t  t a l k i n g  abou t  what  you 
h e a r d  on t h e  n e t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  what you h e a r d  o t h e r  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  company, l i k e  t a l k i n g  from buddy t o  buddy. 
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A. No. I brought it up e a r l i e r  about hear ing  anything 
from the  o t h e r  people. I heard what I heard over the  n e t .  

Q Did it occur t o  you t o  ask somebody, "How about 
t h a t  a c t i o n  you had yes te rday ,  want t o  t e l l  me about it o r  
anything?' '  Wasn't t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  about t h a t ?  

A. No. Mainly I would f e e l  t h a t  I was down i n  the  
dumps along wi th  t h e  2d Platoon a f t e r  l o s ing  s o  many person-
n e l .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  ask them because of t he  bloody m e s s .  

COL WILSON: Did you g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  t o  anybody t h a t  
day, o t h e r  than the  2d Pla toon,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  k ind  of s t a y  
wi th  them? 

A. W e l l ,  I kind of j u s t  b r i e f l y ,  maybe smal l  c h a t t e r  
o r  a "Hi" o r  even a minute o r  two t o  say something t o  my 
f r i e n d s  from t h e  weapons pla toon.  

Q- I was going t o  ask how o f t e n  you contacted t h e  
weapons p la toon ,  because you were ass igned t o  i t ?  

A. You see .  We were laagered  usua l ly  with the  2d 
Platoon because t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  wasn ' t  t h a t  much. We were 
around t h e  command element o r  weapons pla toon.  When we used 
t o  l a a g e r ,  I used t o  go over  and cha t  wi th  them f o r  a few min-
u t e s ,  nothing r e a l  long. 

Q. But you d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  on t h e  second day. Did you hear  
the  explosion on the  br idge  where TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t ?  

A. Right. I even seen t h e  a r ea .  I saw h i s  weapon. 
How demolished it was. When we crossed over.  

Q Af te r  t h i s ,  d id  you hea r  any smal l  arms f i r e  o r  
any type of f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h i s  was blown? 

A. There might have been some e a r l i e r  i n  t he  day. 

Q Where d i d  t h i s  occur? 
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A. I can '  t b e  d e f i n i t e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any gunships i n  t h e  are,a? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any gunships i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h e  company d e s t r o y e d  any 
mines d u r i n g  t h e  day? 

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d .  I c a n ' k  say  where, b u t  I t h i n k  
they  d i d .  I ' m  p r e t t y  d e f i n i t e  on t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h e  1st Pla-
toon  d i d  have t h e i r  own s m a l l  demol i t ion  team. They d e s t r o y e d  
mines and booby t r a p s .  W e  w e r e  f o r e v e r  h i t t i n g  them, s o  I 
c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you a d e f i n i t e  answer on t h a t .  W e  found them 
l e f t  and r i g h t .  

Q - When you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  d i d  they  have mines 
marked? I n  o t h e r  words-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They gave us a s m a l l  d e s i g n a t e d  
a r e a  t o  walk i n  and how t o  p l a n t  your  f e e t  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  There might have been more i n  t h e  a r e a .  We always 
t a k e  t h a t  p r e c a u t i o n a r y ,  measure a f t e r  someone h i t s  one. 

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h  a f t e r  you 
l a a g e r e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and you moved o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I 
imagine you probably  l i n k e d  up w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon  a t  t h e  am-
bush s i t e  up n e a r  by t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. R igh t .  Then our  company a s  a  whole moved on f u r -
t h e r ,  

Q . Do you remember what t h e  o r d e r  of march was? Do 
you remember what your  p o s i t i o n  was i n  t h e  column, t h e  p l a -  
t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  column? 

A. I t h i n k  my p o s i t i o n  was--I was t h e  second man 
from t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  I t h i n k  h e  had an RTO and I was behind 
t h e  RTO. T h a t ' s  always my p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  u s u a l l y  behind t h e  
RTO . 
Q. Do you remember where t h e  rest of  t h e  p l a t o o n s  
were? 
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A. No. I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you a d e f i n i t e - - i f  any th ing ,  
w e  were k i n d  of  i n  a f i l e  i n  t h e  main t r a i l  moving up n o r t h .  

Q And you moved on n o r t h ?  Do you remember l i n k i n g  
up w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon  i n  t h e  ambush? 

A. Yeah. I remember l i n k i n g  up w i t h  them. 

Q Were they  fo l lowing  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  column o r  
what? 

A. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  they  f e l l  i n t o  
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  column o r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  column. On a 
s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  I would t h i n k  they  would f a l l  i n  t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  column when they  had an ambush s i t e  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  
d i d n ' t  form a s  s k i r m i s h e r s ,  or any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  they  
would be t i r e d  from t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  h a n d l e  
it a l l .  

Q Were you s t i l l  o v e r  on t h e  beach? 

A. W e  were more k i n d  of  i n  a t h i c k e t  i n  a p l a t o o n  
column o r  f i l e .  W e  w e r e  on t h i s  one main t r a i l  o r  road which, 
I would s a y ,  was about  100 o r  150 meters  away from t h e  beach 
a r e a .  

Q. Away from t h e  beach a r e a ?  

A. Right .  

Q And you moved on and up and k e p t  on moving 
n o r t h ?  

A. Right .  I ' m  most d e f i n i t e  t h a t  we di.d. W e  
s ea rched  a l l  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e .  

Q Before  you g o t  t o  t h a t  s e a r c h  a r e a  up t h e r e ,  
d i d  you n o t i c e  any Vietnamese coming i n  from sampans? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  I remember s e e i n g  sampans a t  one 
t i m e .  I c a n ' t  s ay  i f  it was t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Do you remember p i c k i n g  up any Vietnamese i n  t h a t  
a r e a  as  you moved? Before you g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  up i n  t h e  
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n o r t h e r n  t i p ?  Do you remember p i c k i n g  up any Vietnamese e n  
r o u t e ?  Stopping t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them? 

A. No. I t h i n k  w e  might have had some from t h e  n i g h t  
be f o r e .  

Q. They w e r e  w i t n  t h e  column? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Did you s e e  any a c t i n g  a s  p o i n t  o u t  t h e r e ?  Could 
you see t h e  l e a d  p la toons? .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  see t h e  l e a d  p l a t o o n s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  day t h e r e  were any ARVN o r  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  t h e  column? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
no. 

Q. Do you know CONGLETON? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  him t h a t  day o r  t h e  day
be f o r e ?  

A. I guess  w i t h  t h e  command element .  I ' d  see him 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  him r e a l  b r i e f l y .  
H e  was always w i t h  Capta in  MICHLES and always on t h e  go. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  him t h a t  day o r  t h e  day
b e f o r e ?  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h ?  

A. I remember s e e i n g  him, I t h i n k ,  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

Q *  Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was some Vietnamese w i t h  
him? 

A. Y e s ,  I know he was an i n t e r p r e t e r .  I t h i n k  he--
y e s ,  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

Q- Were they  ARVN? 
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A. I t h i n k  some w e r e  Korean. I t h ink  they were Korean. 

Q. Korean? Were they i n  uniform? 

A. Yeah, uniform. Right .  There w e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
of them. I guess they were Korean. Because your ARVN t r oops  
u sua l l y  wear t h e  same c l o t h i n g  w e  do and t h e s e  o t h e r  fe l lows 
looked c lo thed  i n  jungle f a t i g u e s .  They d i d n ' t  s e e m  a s  n e a t  
as  your ARVN. 

Q - Did they have anything bes ide s  Korean? Could 
they have been Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A. Yeah. That ' s  what I t h ink  they w e r e ,  Nat ional  
Po l i ce .  Yeah. I t h i n k  they  d i d n ' t  even wear t h e  same type 
helmets ,  green helmets ,  a s  w e  d id .  I f  you had a smal l  p i c t u r e  
I could  probably r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. Not of t h a t  group. 

A. Y e s .  I ' m  d e f i n i t e .  They w e r e  Na t iona l  Po l i ce .  

Q But you saw some Vietnamese, o r  you saw some 
O r i e n t a l  uniformea i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  aay a s  you moved nor th?  

A. Y e s .  I d id .  No. That  morning? Would you say 
aga in?  

Q L e t ' s  say  t h a t  day. 

A. That  day? 

Q - Yeah. 

A. Sometime i n  t h e  a f te rnoon .  Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q. I n  t h e  a f te rnoon?  

A. Right .  

Q And you h a d n ' t  seen  them be fo re?  

A. No. 
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And you d o n ' t  remember any sampans coming i n ?  

NO. I d o n ' t .  

9 You moved n o r t h  and moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  up 
t h e r e  by t h a t  pond which you s a i d  was d ry?  

A. Right .  I t  i s .  

Q I t  was d r y ,  then?  . . 

A.  Right .  I t  was d r y ,  then .  

Q Okay. You do r e c a l l  t h a t  pond? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Designated on t h e  map a s  a f i shpond? What hap-
pened a f t e r  you g o t  up i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ?  CD 

Ln 
L'3 

A. The companies s p l i t  up and t a k e  o u r  i n i t i a l  sea rch-
i n g  and rounded up a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  A f t e r  w e  rounded up a l l  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  w e  con t inued  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e .  0 

.ad 

Q. Was your p l a t o o n  s e a r c h i n g  i n l a n d  o r  s e a r c h i n g  
a long  t h e  beach? 

A. I woula say  a long  t h e  beach,  yes .  

Q How f a r  back on t h a t  f i n g e r  d i d  you a l l  go? 

A. You're  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  f i n g e r  h e r e ,  a r e n ' t  you? 

Q Y e s ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  f i n g e r  o u t  t h e r e  i n  
the v i c i n i t y  o f  An Binh. 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  we--accoraing t o  t h a t  f i n g e r - - t h e r e  
i s  a h i l l  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  j u s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  w e  might 
have  sea rched  f i r s t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you went up i n  t h e  area--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  i s  k i n d  of  a h i l l y  a r e a  and 
c o u l d n ' t  be  sea rched .  We sea rched  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  
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Q You searched t h e  a r ea  of An Ky? 

A. I th ink  o u r  company was, I ' d  s ay ,  s c a t t e r e d  r i g h t  
around t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

Q. A l l  along t h e  c o a s t a l  a rea?  

A. I th ink  each c l i c k  he re  i s  a thousand meters. 

Q Yes. 

A. We were searching i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of about 3,000 
meters. The whole company i t s e l f .  We l i n e d  up a l l  t h e s e  peo-
p l e .  

Q What was t h e  search ing  procedure i n  your platoon? 

A. A t  f i r s t  I heard w e  were supposed t o  f i n d  the  
people t h e r e ,  t o  b r i n g  them back t o  t h e  r e a r ,  aga in ,  l i k e  
where r e a r  s e c u r i t y  and command element was--I t h ink  it was 
j u s t  t he  command element--and b r i n g  them back t o  t h e r e  and then 
continue t o  search  the  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. What were you doing? J u s t  going through t h e  h u t s ?  

A. Going through t h e  h u t s  and s e e  what they had i n  
t h e i r  ba ske t s ,  and s o  on. 

Q. They were sending t h e  v i l l a g e r s  back down the  
beach? 

A. . Right. 

Q Did you n o t i c e ,  before  you went ou t  on your 
s ea rch ,  any s t r a n g e r s  coming i n ,  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. No, I th ink  the  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  i f  any th ing- - tha t ' s  
when I saw t h e i r  f a c e s ,  i s  somewhat a f t e r  we had brought 
t hese  people down. They came i n  about t h a t  t i m e .  

Q You were ou t  t h e r e  search ing  most of  t h e  day, is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right. 
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Q When you went back,  what time d i d  you g e t  back? 
What time d id  you s t o p  search ing  t h a t  day and go back? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say.  Sometime i n  the  af ternoon.  

Q You went back and you a l l  s e t  up a defensive  po-
s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right . 
Q - Laagered? 

A. I t  was dur ing  t h a t  af ternoon t h a t  a l l  t he se  peo-
p l e ,  aga in ,  were t r e a t e d  f o r  some type of s k i n  d i sease  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  I th ink  t h e r e  were a few doc tors  ou t  
t h e r e .  I know t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few medical personnel  ou t  
t h e r e .  

Q Now, these  people were ou t  t h e r e  whi le  you were 03 
search ing ,  w e r e n ' t  they? L? 

. A  
- . I  

A. These people were brought back i n  and then we were 
coming back i n .  o 

N 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, you go t  back i n  before  t h e  medical 
teams l e f t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. You saw t h e  medical teams? 

A. Right .  

Q You saw them t r e a t i n g  the  Vietnamese? 

A. From a d i s t ance .  

Q. Did you a l s o  s e e  an a r ea  where Vietnamese were 
being ques t ioned ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t r e a t e d ?  

A. No, t h e r e  was j u s t  a mass of people. They were 
a l l  t r e a t e d .  They were r e l ea sed  l a t e r  on. 

Q.  When you s e t  up your defensive  p o s l t i o n  f o r  t h a t  
n igh t ,  what s i d e  of  t he  per imeter  was t h e  2d Platoon t o  
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secure?  Do you remember i f  you were fac ing  t o  t h e  no r th ,  
e a s t ,  south  o r  west? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l o c a t e  our  p o s l t i o n  t h e  way we 
were s i t u a t e d .  

Q You can you use t h e  fishpond and beach t o  o r i e n t  
you. 

A.  Right ,  t h e  fishpond was a ry  here .  The 2d Platoon 
was r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Okay, t h e  way you explained it, the  1st Platoon 
had t h e  n o r t h e a s t  po r t i on  of t h e  per imeter .  The 2d Platoon 
had t h e  northwest  po r t i on .  The 3d Pla toon had t h e  west p e r i -
m e t e r  and it was on t h e  water .  

A.  What do you mean by, on t h e  water?  

Q Didn ' t  you have one f l ank  of it on the water  o r  
d id  you have somebody back t h e r e  fac ing  t h e  ocean, f ac ing  t h e  
South China Sea? 

A. I would say our  command element was kind of f ac ing  
the  South China Sea. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any a r t i l l e r y  rounds coming i n  t h a t  
day ? 

A. Tha t ' s  the  n i g h t  we g o t  mortared. 

Q No. This was dur ing  the  day. Poss ib ly ,  l a t e  i n  
t h e  a£ternoon.  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q DO you remember a Vietnamese woman being brought
i n  wounded? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q You do r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q Was she  i n  p r e t t y  bad shape? 

A. I b e l i e v e  she  had l o s t  h e r  l e g .  

Q - Do you know how she  was wounded? 

A .  I t  could  have been t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  came i n  
t h a t  day. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  i t ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I might have heard  it, b u t  I 
can '  t r e c a l l .  

Q .  Was she  brought  i n  by a l a r g e  number of  people  
o r  j u s t  by a  couple?  

A. She was brought  i n  by t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  yes .  The 
v i l l a g e r s  came back i n  a f t e r  w e  had s e t  up. They brought  
h e r  i n .  

Q Was she evacuated? 

A. Right .  She was. 

Q Was it b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  medical  team was t h e r e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  t h e  medical  team. 

Q They had l e f t ?  

A. They had gone, yes .  

Q - The medical  team had gone when she  was brought  
i n ?  

A .  Right .  We c a l l e d  ano ther  h e l i c o p t e r  and she  was 
medivac'd. 

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i d  you see any unusual  procedures  
be ing  used by i n t e r r o g a t i o n  pe rsonne l?  

A. No. 
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Q* Did you h e a r  of  any? 

A. I never  d id .  

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  You set up your  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  and 
what d i d  you do, sack o u t  e a r l y ?  

A. W e  were t h e r e  p a r t  of  t h e  a f te rnoon .  I f  anything,  
w e  dug i n .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  sack ou t  e a r l y ,  
no. 

Q- Did you g e t  a h o t  meal t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  most d e f i n i t e  t h a t  w e  d i d .  

Q. Do you normally p u l l  any s o r t  of s e c u r i t y  watch a s  
an FO? 

A. The only  type  of  s e c u r i t y  watch t h a t  I p u l l  is--
our  company o r  ou r  p la toon  s t a y s  around t h e  pe r ime te r ,  ou t -
s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r ,  and I ' l l  s t a y  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d  and I ' l l  
p u l l  r a d i o  watch. 

Q- Radio watch? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q- Anything come over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  n i g h t  whi le  you 
w e r e  on watch, o f  i n t e r e s t ?  

A. L a t e r  on t h a t  morning when w e  g o t  mortared. 

Q- Were you up then? Were you on t h e  r a d i o  when t h e  
mortars  came i n ?  

A. Right .  

Q- You w e r e  up? 

A. Right.  I ' m  almost  d e f i n i t e  t h a t  i t  was around 
2 a.m. i n  t h e  morning. 

Q What happened? 
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A .  The mortars s t a r t e d  coming i n .  People radioed 
t h a t  t h e  rounds were coming i n .  The people took f i r e  and 
t h e r e  was a l o t  of y e l l i n g  he re  and t h e r e .  They were t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  a designated p o i n t  where t o  f i r e  back t o .  W e  were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  our  81 ' s  t o  f i r e  back a t  them. We g o t  them 
s i t u a t e d  and we d i d  g e t  some f i r e  from our  81 ' s .  That was 
d e f i n i t e l y  done by Sergeant  VANN of t h e  weapons pla toon,  I 
t h ink  where t h e  1st Pla toon was s i t u a t e d  f u r t h e r  up nor th  
along o r  on p o i n t  t h e r e .  I headed t h e  1st Platoon.  Tha t ' s  
where we d i d  some of t h e  f i r i n g .  

Q. The mortar  p o s i t i o n  was ou t  t o  the  f r o n t  of t he  
1st Platoon? 

A .  No. They would kind of be i n  wi th  t h e  command 
element i n s ide .  

Q I mean t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n ,  now? 01 
CS 

A. Yes, t h e  p o s i t i o n .  They f i r e d  ou t  towards, beyond -3 
n o r t h  of t he  1st Platoon.  Way o u t ,  maybe 2,000-3,000 meters.  

Q Who d id?  

A. Our 81 's  d id .  I t  would have t o  be our  weapons 
pla toon.  

Q They d i d  have 81 f i r e  going i n  t h e r e  then? 

A .  Yes, they did .  A smal l  barrage.  

Q What do you e s t ima te  t h e  range was from t h a t  
mortar  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Maybe no t  2 , 0 0 0 .  I t  was, I ' d  say 1,000 o r  1,500 
around t h e r e .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  muzzle f l a s h e s  from t h e  mortar? 

A. Yes. We saw muzzle f l a shes  from what they were 
f i r i n g .  I guess they were f i r i n g  the i r - - I  d o n ' t  know what 
s i z e  mortar.  They s a i d  they could s e e  muzzle f l a s h e s  o f f  t o  
t h e i r  r i g h t .  So they s a i d  t o  g e t  a po in t  s o  we can s t a r t  
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p u t t i n g  a volume of f i r e  ou t  t h e r e .  The s e r g e a n t  k ind of  g o t  
on t h e  81 's  and r e a l l y  pumped some f i r e  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. This  was a c t u a l l y  be ing  handled between t h e  1st 
Pla toon and t h e  weapons p la toon?  

A. Right .  

Q. And do you remember how many rounds t h e  weapons 
p la toon  f i r e d ?  

A. Ten o r  more. 

Q - Do you remember an evacua t ion  dus to f f  coming i n ?  

A .  L a t e r  on, yes .  

Q. How much l a t e r ?  

A. I would say about  an hour ,  hour and a h a l f ,  a f t e r  
it a l l  happened. 

Q The 81 mortars  had completed t h e i r  f i r e  mission? 

A. Right .  

Q - Any a r t i l l e r y  come i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any d i d .  Some might 
have. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  

Q. You're s u r e  t h i s  was mortar  f i r e  and n o t  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I ' m  d e f i n i t e  it was 81 because t h a t  s e r g e a n t  
wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  from m e .  I could  see him. 

Q. Se rgean t  VANN? 

A. Se rgean t  VANN, r i g h t .  

Q - D o  you remember any gunships coming i n  wi th  t h e  
dustof  f ?  
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A. We d i d  pu t  ou t  a volume of f i r e  towards t h e  a r ea  
a f t e r  we go t  h i t .  Even e a r l i e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t oo ,  we were 
p u t t i n g  o u t  some M-79 grenade launchers  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q Before t h e  mortar  opened up? 

A. Before t he  mortar  opened up. 

Q Do you remember an a i r p l a n e ,  an a i r c r a f t ?  

Right.  A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  "Puff " ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Right. He came i n  l a t e r  on. We needed some he lp .  
He d i d  pu t  around our  per imeter  a volume of f i r e  f o r  about 2 
hours ,  maybe. Then he had t o  go back. 

Q. Much smal l  arms f i r e  t h a t  n igh t?  Any incoming
smal l  arms f i r e ?  

A. Yes. Small arms f i r e  came i n  a f t e r  t h e  mortars 
d i d  o r  wi th  t h e  mortar  rounds, a t  t h e  same time. 

Q. Where was it coming from? 

A. Again, I th ink  it was coming from t h e  mortar  f i r e  
nor th  of t he  1st Platoon.  Then, l a t e r  on, a f t e r  we k ind  of 
r e o r i e n t e d  ou r se lves ,  they might have moved. Af t e r  we f i r e d  
some 81 ' s  ou t  t h e r e ,  we rece ived  it j u s t  from t h i s  f ishpond.  
I t  was kind of swamp r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  west  more. 

Q. Where? 

A. Right ,  here .  

Q. I n  t h e  a r ea  of t h e  f ishpond? 

A. Right ,  w e l l  n o t  i n  t h e  a rea .  I would say around 
he re  and maybe across  t h e  pond i t s e l f  r i g h t  up i n  here .  

Q North of i t ?  
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A. Right. 

Q.  What happened? 

A. W e  received some more f i r e .  We f igured  it would 
be i n  t h a t  a r ea  t h e r e ,  s o  we opened a volume of f i r e  t h e r e  t oo  
wi th  our 79 's and smal l  arms. 

Q .  What time was t h i s  wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  mortar 
f i r e ?  

A. I t  might have been l a t e r  on, about 2 o r  3 hours 
af terwards .  Because, t h a t  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of mortar  f i r e  we 
caught, we caught some more l a t e r  on about 4 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  
morning. 

Q You had another enemy mortar f i r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Right. But on t h e  second s e r i e s  of enemy mortar 
f i r e  we d i d n ' t  t ake  any c a s u a l t i e s .  The f i r s t  s e r i e s  r e a l l y  
knocked us ou t  of commission. 

Q.  Mortar f i r e  came from the  same l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Almost i n t o  the  same loca t ion?  

Q. No. Was it from the  same loca t ion?  

A * .  No. I w o u l d s a y i t w a s n ' t .  

Q .  You got  two d i f f e r e n t  volumes of mortar  f i r e  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

. Q .  81's  f i r e  counter  b a t t e r y  again? 

A. I th ink  they were low on ammo. They might no t  
have even had any. 

Q. No c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  second s e r i e s .  

(CABALLERO) 6 1  
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LTC NOLL: What happened t o  t he  people a f t e r  t h e  MEDCAP? 
Where d i d  they move i n  your company a rea?  

A. We s tayed  almost i n  t h e  same per imeter .  They 
were medevac'd ou t .  The medevac came i n  r i g h t  on the  beach 
a r e a ,  t h e r e .  

Q. The Vietnamese people.  You went down the  beach? 
You assembled them? You brought them back t o  t he  company a rea?  
They were t r e a t e d ?  

A. Right. 

Q- Some of them were r e l ea sed ,  I assume? 

A. What I saw was a mass of them were r e l ea sed .  

Q. Where d i d  they go? 

A. Back t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s .  

COL WILSON: They d i d n ' t  s t a y  down t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No. 

Q The nex t  morning, what time d i d  t he  2d Platoon 
depa r t ?  Was e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  a rea?  

A. I remember we were ex t r ac t ed .  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  po in t  i n  time. I c a n ' t  g ive  a d e f i n i t e  time. I t  was 
some time be fo re  noon. 

Q- Do you know where you went t o ?  

A. I be l i eve  we went t o  Uptight .  I ' m  no t  d e f i n i t e .  
I t ' s  e i t h e r  Uptight  o r  t h e  o t h e r  one c l o s e r  t o  t he  main f ree-
way here .  

Highway l ?  

I th ink  it was. 

Do you have any knowledge of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
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i n q u i r i e s  b e i n g  made concerning t h i s  combat a s s a u l t  w h i l e  you 
w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Anybody e v e r  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q .  You never  hea rd  of  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  No. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  Task Force Barker .  I ' m  n o t  
t a l k i n g  abou t  B Company n e c e s s a r i l y .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
everybody on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  C Company--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  NO,  I h a v e n ' t .  D i d n ' t  it j u s t  
r e c e n t l y  come up i n  t h e  paper?  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  you h e a r d  of  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Right .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know anybody t h a t  was q u e s t i o n e d  e i t h e r  
i n  C Company o r  A Company o r  B Company o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A* No. I w o ~ l d n ' tb e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  anybody i n  C 
Company. I f  any th ing ,  I would be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Bravo Company 
pe r sonne l .  

Q. Nobody has  ques t ioned  Bravo Company on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir .  

'Q Did you h e a r  of  o r  do you know of  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
any abuse o r  t o r t u r i n g  of Vietnamese s u s p e c t s ,  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  by U . S .  o r  ARVN o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  anybody? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see o r  h e a r  of  none. 

Q Anything about  f i n g e r s  b e i n g  c u t  o f f ?  

(CABALLERO) 6 3  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-255 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No. 

Q EE-8 wi re  being a t t ached  onto var ious  p a r t s  of t h e  
body? Why do you smile  a t  t h a t ?  Have you seen t h i s  done 
be fo re?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q. Did you hea r  any rumors about unnecessary k i l l i n g
of c i v i l i a n s  by e i t h e r  B Company, C Company o r  A Company? 

A. No. 

Q ,  Gunships? 

A. No. 

Q. O r  a r t i l l e r y ?  O r  anybody? 

A. No. There i s  no d e f i n i t e  t h ing  as  f a r  as  a r t i l l e r y  
o r  gunships,  b u t  I heard rumor of sometimes gunships do come C3 
i n  and they do tend t o  h i t  some of the  c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  C3I ,-. 

t h ink  i t ' s  ever  done purposely.  I t ' s  acc iden ta l ly .  The same - I  

t h i n g  with  a r t i l l e r y .  I spoke of t h a t  lady with  he r  l e g  blown 
o f f .  They s a i d  t h a t  was caused by a r t i l l e r y .  0 

CV 

Q That could a l s o  have been taus-ed by a mine, 
c o u l d n ' t  i t ?  

A. Right. We had no d e f i n i t e  word. 

Q.  You d o n ' t  know? 

A. We d i d n ' t .  

Q. Were you eve r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  ope ra t ion  
o r  any of the  a spec t s  of t he  opera t ion  o r  anything t h a t  occurred? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  th ink  I was ever  t o l d  no t  t o .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  anyone had t h e  h e a r t  t o  a f t e r  we go t  ou t .  

Q Why ? 
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A. Because of  t h e  pe r sonne l  we l o s t .  

Q.  Because you l o s t  s o  many people?  

A. R igh t .  About a week b e f o r e  t h a t  w e  had l o s t  q u i t e  
a few p e r s o n n e l ,  t o o ,  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  around t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. T h a t ' s  back down i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. P i n k v i l l e  o r  f u r t h e r  up n o r t h .  

Q .  How about  mar i juana?  Was much mar i juana  used? 

A. I ' d  s a y  i t  was used o f f  and on. 

Q.  Was it , e v e r  used on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it b e i n g  used on o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q.  Where was it b e i n g  used,  around t h e  f i r e  b a s e ?  

A. The f i r e  b a s e s ,  y e s .  

Q Where was i t  coming from? 

A. The v i l l a g e s .  

Q What was 3 Company's r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
~ i e t n a m e s earound t h e s e  a r e a s ?  

A. I t  a l l  depends where y o u ' r e  s i t u a t e d .  

Q - I t  depends on where you w e r e .  

A. I f  you w e r e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  freeway t h e  people  
seemed t o  b e  more f r i e n d l i e r .  I f  you were,  a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s ,  ydu 
r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  make heads o r  t a i l s  o u t  of it. The people  i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  seemed t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a group t h a t  r e a l l y  
wouldn ' t  t a l k  t o  you o r  s o c i a l i z e  w i t h  you i n  any way. The 
people  n e a r  t h e  highway, I guess  they  had more freedom. 

COL WILSON: When you l e a v e  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ,  i f  you f i n d  when 
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you g e t  home t h a t  you've g o t  any photographs,  documents t h a t  
might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
knowing about  it and c a l l  us .  

A .  Okay. 

COL WILSON: Have you g o t  any f u r t h e r  test imony a t  t h i s  time 
o r  would you l i k e  t o  make a  s t a t emen t  on anything?  

A. Nothing else,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  CABALLERO, I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you 
do n o t  d i s cus s  your tes t imony du r ing  t h i s  i n t e rv i ew  w i t h  o t h e r s  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tne s se s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  excep t  as you 
may be  r equ i r ed  t o  do s o  be fo r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Don' t  d i s c u s s  it wi th  anybody 
u n l e s s  i t ' s  be fo r e  a formal board  of  some kind.  

The  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ece s sed  a t  1155 hours ,  27  January  
1970.1 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: EBINGER, John C .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 30 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  Squad, 
Second P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  w a s  on p r o f i l e  a t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2)  . H e  was never ques t ioned  about  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  know t h a t  i t  was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
No one he  knew was ques t ioned  about  it (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
knew no th ing  about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
by e i t h e r  B o r  C Company on 16 March (pg. 11). H e  knew 
of  no one who was t h r e a t e n e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  keeping q u i e t  
(pg. 14). 
2. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a 
p r i s o n e r  was m i s t r e a t e d ,  b u t  he cou ld  n o t  remember t h e  
names of i n d i v i d u a l s  involved (pgs.  2-41.  Th i s  occur red  
on a f i r e  b a s e  , (pgs. 2 ,  4 )  . He heard  a n o t h e r  s t o r y  i n  which 
a group o f  s o l d i e r s  m i s t r e a t e d  a Vietnamese woman (pg. 5 ) .  
MICHLES passed  t h e  group whi le  t h i s  w a s  going on (pg. 6 ) .  
Homer HALL w a s  one o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  involved i n  t h i s  (pg. 6 ) .  
A f t e r  EBINGER heard  about  t h i s  he wrote  a le t ter  about  it, 
b u t  h e  r e c e i v e d  no r e p l y  (pg. 7 )  . H e  could  n o t  reca l l  who 
t o l d  him about  it (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s o p i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a t o o n  w a s  more v i o l e n t  than  t h e  o t h e r s  (pg. 9 ) .  
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b. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a mar i juana  problem 
i n  t h e  company (pg. 11). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  CARTER, 
a  former l e a d e r  o f  t h e  second p l a t o o n .  was c o n t i n u a l l y  h igh  
on mar i juana  and went on o p e r a t i o n s  w h i l e  h i g h  on it 
(pg. 1 2 )  . He never  saw CARTER a c t u a l l y  smoking i t ,  however 
(pg. 13 )  . Marijuana was purchased  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  12 )  . 
fie cou ld  i d e n t i f y  mar i juana  from t h e  s m e l l  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1149 hours,  30 January 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The following persons a r e  p resen t :  . COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  John C. EBINGER, Jr. 

(MR EBINGER w a s  c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

M r .  EBINGER, p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa-
t i o n ,  and res idence.  

A. My name i s  John Charles EBINGER, Jr. My res idence  
i s  4 2 6 1  West 182d S t .  Apartment C, Torrence, C a l i f o r n i a  90504. 
My occupation i s  s tudent .  

COL WILSON: M r .  EBINGER, you read t h e  information i n  Exhib i t  
M-81 t h a t  we provided you before  t he  interview. 

i 
A. Right. 

Q This e x h i b i t  pointed o u t  t h a t  we a r e  a team of 
t he  Peers  Committee, which was designated by General PEERS t o  
in te rv iew witnesses .  We have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  come up with  
f i nd ings  and conclusions.  This is s t r i c t l y  General PEERS ' 
preroga t ive .  To g ive  you an i d e a  of what t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
is  about ,  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  what happened, p r imar i ly  
from 16,  1 7 ,  18, and 19 March, when B Company was i n  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  complex. 

Now, i n  your case ,  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  from the  .stand-
p o i n t  of any poss ib l e  malprac t ices  t h a t  may have occurred 
from B Company's s tandpoin t ,  anything t h a t  you might know 
about mistreatment of Vietnamese, mistreatment of p r i s o n e r s ,  
de t a inees ,  by e i t h e r  U . S .  o r  ARVN personnel  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
This came t o  our a t t e n t i o n ,  because you had complained a t  
one t i m e  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  the  P re s iden t ,  which was inves t iga t ed .  
The p a r t  t h a t  we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  l e t t e r  is where you 
s t a t e  t h a t ,  "By the  cap ta in  giving h i s  okay f o r  a group of 
men t o  t o r t u r e  cap t ives ,  " t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of rape ,  and those  
i tems the re .  Now, from the  s tandpoin t  of t h e  opera t ion  on 
16,  17, 18,  and 19 March 1968, where w e r e  you a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. To be honest ,  I don't--I 'm not  sure  where t he  
company w a s .  To my memory, t h a t  per iod is  not  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  
NOW, i f  I ' m  r i g h t ,  two of t h e  i nc iden t s  t h a t  I wrote about 
occurred around t h a t  d a t e ,  bu t  I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e .  I t  depends. 

M y  function--well ,  I w a s  on a p r o f i l e  dur ing  most 
of t h a t  time. I was on t h e  f i r e  base ,  bu t  i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t ance ,  l i k e  I s a i d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  I d i d  s e e  a p r i sone r  -
being mistreated--well ,  t o r t u r e d  i n  a minor--but no t  g r e a t l y ,  
but  bad enough t h a t  it shou ldn ' t  have been done. And I be-
l i e v e  it w a s  around t h e r e  i n  t he  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  

A s  f a r  as  t he  cap ta in  g iv ing  h i s  okay t o  it, our 
s o l d i e r s  were grouped around the  p r i sone r ,  you know, more o r  
l e s s  t e a s i n g  him and having fun. He had a sandbag over h i s  
head. And they were t o r t u r i n g  him, l i k e  a couple of them 
had--one of them had t h r e e  sandbags r o l l e d  up i n  h i s  hand and 
he h i t  t h e  p r i s o n e r  when he wasn' t  expect ing it, with  a jab 
i n  t he  ches t .  And the  cap ta in  walked r i g h t  p a s t  t h i s .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  they w e r e  a c t u a l l y  phys ica l ly  doing t h i s  when 
the  cap ta in  walked by, bu t  he looked up, saw t h a t  Vietnamese, 
gave him a r e a l  d i r t y  look,  and j u s t  s a i d ,  " Jus t  make s u r e  he 
doesn ' t  g e t  away, " and j u s t  walked down t o  h i s ,  you know, 
headquar ters .  

And the  Vietnamese, t o  my knowledge--now , I 've 
taken p a r t  of t h i s  from word of mouth. I was t o l d  they were 
o u t  on an opera t ion  and, w e l l ,  t h e  whole a r ea  was booby t r ap -  
ped and mined, and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  person was a farmer. W e l l ,  
they grabbed him f o r  a po in t  man because they were very mad 
about l o s ing  some people,  you know. They keep going i n  t h e  
same a rea  and they 've  l o s t  many people, and they  were very  
embit tered about t h e  whole t h ing  because, we l l ,  t he  whole 
u p i t  came over and they were l i k e  one b ig  family. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. So they grabbed t h i s  man f o r  a po in t  man; they used 
him. They d i d n ' t  h i t  anything. They g o t  back up t h e r e .  They 
were going t o  send him back i n .  Well, they had a choice.  
They could e i t h e r  l e t  him go o r  t h e y  could send him back i n ,  
and they would r e l e a s e  him. So they he ld  him the re .  And 
while he w a s  being held  t h e r e ,  t h i s  happened. 
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NOW, as I say ,  he was poked and jabbed and he had 
t h i s  sandbag over h i s  head, and they dry shaved him with  a 
r azo r  b lade .  He had a small  beard.  He had a c u t  on h i s  foo t .  
He was complaining about t h a t ;  it w a s  b leeding.  So someone 
s a i d ,  "Oh, we can f i x  t h a t . "  And they s tepped on it. And it 
b led  even f u r t h e r .  That ' s  about t h e  e x t e n t  of  what they '  d i d  
t h e r e .  

Q . Where was t h i s ?  

A. It was on a f i r e  base .  Now, I can p i c t u r e  t h e  f i r e  
base ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember the  name of it. I t  has been 2 yea r s  
almost  now, since--

Q - ( In t e rpos ing )  Where were you s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h a t  
time ? 

A. I was on a f i r e  base .  

Q You were on a f i r e  base  wi th  B Company? 

A. Right .  

Q- Were these  B Company personnel? 

A. Right ,  t h e s e  were a l l - -

Q ( In t e rpos ing )  Who were ,, they? 

A. This has been s o  long ago. It w a s  j u s t  a group of  
people. I mean, a l l  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p la toons  mixed i n .  I d o n ' t  
remember the--I  th ink  I can see  f a c e s ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  want 
t o  name them because I am no t  p o s i t i v e .  I t ' s  been 2 years .  
And i n  t h a t  t ime ,  w e l l ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  I wrote t h e  l e t t e r  I could 
remember, bu t  you know, you f o r g e t ,  when you have a l apse  about 
something, it becomes p a r t  of your p a s t .  You f o r g e t  about it.  

Q Who w a s  t h e  cap ta in?  

A. Captain P'IICHLES . Unfortunate ly ,  he was k i l l e d  a t  
a l a t e r  da te .  I can s e e  why Captain MICHLES was embi t te red  
because he j u s t  l o s t - - I  was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  and a cap ta in ,  f r i e n d  of h i s ,  I th ink  it 
was C/1/20 I n f a n t r y ,  bu t  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  one of t h e  companies 
i n  t h e  1/20 In fan t ry .  A c a p t a i n ,  a very good f r i e n d  of  h i s ,  
was k i l l e d ,  and he w a s  very embi t te red  over  t h i s .  So I th ink  
t h i s  was p a r t  of h i s  r eac t ion .  
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LTC NOLL: What s i z e  force  w a s  a t  t h e  f i r e  support  base?  How 
much a r t i l l e r y  was t h e r e ?  

A.  One b a t t e r y ,  t o  my knowledge. 

Q Do you remember t h e  c a l i b e r ?  

A. I could even draw an o u t l i n e  of t h e  f i r e  base  and 
t e l l .  The a r t i l l e r y  w a s  a t  one end and t h e  road t o  t h e  end 
was--it  was r a t h e r  long f i r e  base .  I t ' s  been s o  long ago, I 
used t o  know t h e  f i r e  base .  I n  f a c t ,  I have a map a t  home i f  
you want t o  l i s t  it. 

COL WILSON: Did you see  t h e  sea?  

A.  Did I s e e  what? 

Q The sea?  

A. I t h ink  we were c lo se  t o  it. I can' t--no,  I th ink  
we were j u s t  o u t  of reach of it. We were--I think--we could 
j u s t  bare ly  s ee  it o r  were j u s t  ou t  of reach.  I know we were 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e a ,  though. I d o n ' t  know how f a r .  

c3 

Q Do you remember t h e  da t e?  

A. No. 
0 

Q. You don1t remember t h e  personnel  who w a s  m i s t r e a t i n g  
C'J 

t h i s  p r i sone r .  

A. No, I c a n ' t  name s p e c i f i c  names. I can t h i n k  of 
names, b u t  t h e  faces  a r e  b l u r r e d ,  and I would do someone an 
i n j u s t i c e  i f  I were t o  name names and i f  I were wrong. I 
wouldn' t  want t o  do t h i s .  

Q But you remember Captain MICHLES? 

A. Yes, he was one of the--well,  he was t h e  main o f f  i-
c e r  who came by. H e  could have made s u r e  t h e  p r i s o n e r  was 
guarded and t h e  r e s t  of--everyone e l s e  d i spersed ;  n o t  gathered 
around l i k e  they were. I know he may have been i n  a moment 
of emotion, I can see  t h a t ,  b u t  he a s  an o f f i c e r  had a func-
t i o n  and he d i d n ' t  do t h i s  p roper ly ,  i n  my opinion.  

Q Now, o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  have you had any exper iences
where you have observed t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing?  
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A. No, t h i s  was t h e  main th ing  of t h a t  type.  La te r  
on I mentioned some minor t h i n g s ,  bu t  t h a t  was i n  supply. 
That w a s  s e v e r a l  months l a t e r .  

Q Mistreatment of Vietnamese? 

A. That; I th ink  I mentioned the  l e t t e r  was p a r t i a l l y  
hearsay. A good f r i e n d  of mine t h a t  I know would t e l l  me 
the  t r u t h ,  w e l l ,  they t o l d  m e  about t h ings  t h a t  were going 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. Who were they? 

A. Members of t he  1st Platoon.  F i r s t  Platoon was 
coming up t h e  s i d e  of the  h i l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  they t o l d  m e .  
CANTU was one of them, I ' m  n o t  sure . .  But he was a member of 
t h e  2d Platoon.  I th ink  he was one of them. And, I d o n ' t  
know, I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  most of t he  names of t h e  people i n  t he  
company because, wel l ,  I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  th ings  about the  Army 
because it d i d  no t  f i t  i n t o  my c i v i l i a n  system. 

Q = The people from the  1st Platoon t h a t  r e l a t e d  i n c i -
den ts  t o  you, you d o n ' t  remember t h e i r  names? 

A. I remember one person t h a t  was involved,  I remem-
b e r  h i s  name. I n d i r e c t l y  he was involved.  There w e r e  two 
o r  t h r e e  people--I th ink  t h e r e  were two people and one of them 
t o l d  me t h i s  s t o r y  about he and another  guy were down t h e r e  
and, w e l l ,  raped is  r a t h e r  a harsh word. I suppose t h a t  would 
be t he  t e c h n i c a l  name f o r  it. I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  what they 
were doing. They were having fun with t h i s  Vietnamese g i r l ' s  
b r e a s t s ,  according t o  them, and some o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and they 
had t h i s  o t h e r  guy. I f  I could see  a l ist of t he  r o s t e r ,  I 
could g ive  you one name I know f o r  sure .  He was i n  t he  1st 
Platoon.  

(The witness  received and reviewed Exhib i t  R-4.) 

I remember he i nd i ca t ed  he was from the  South. 
Cec i l ,  Cec i l  HUFFMAN, was one of t h e  people, not  involved 
with  t h i s ,  bu t  involved with  t he  mistreatment of p r i sone r s .  
He was one of them, d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q. This was a t  t h e  group t h a t  Captain MICHLES passed? 
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A. Right. I didn '  t say he w a s  d i r e c t l y  involved. He 
j u s t  passed t h e  group, and they were a l l  bundled around. Now, 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  d id  it d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of him, bu t  I 
th ink  he knew what w a s  going on. 

Oh, I th ink  they were a t  t h i s  miscellaneous--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  What? 

A. This miscellaneous is  where t he  people t h a t  were 
a t t ached  t o  the  company and were not  p a r t  of t he  company ( re -
f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  R-4) .  Let  me check t h i s  l a s t  one; I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  i t  i n  here .  Maybe I missed it. I know he was from t h e  
South. He had a--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  He may be on t h i s  o t h e r  r o s t e r .  
Take a look a t  Exhib i t  M-24. 

A. Okay. Yeah, Homer HALL. He was the  guy that--
w e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  people i n  t h i s  group t h a t  w e r e  on a 0 
search and des t roy  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and these  two o t h e r  guys C 3 

' r .  -
had th i s ,  guy. He's a very good person,  good C h r i s t i a n .  He 
wouldn't  s toop  t h i s  low, bu t  they had him keep watch o u t  f r o n t ;  
t o l d  him not  t o  look back a t  what was going on, j u s t  t o  keep C 
an eye ou t .  LV 

Q Yes. 

A. And he d i d n ' t  know what was going on, bu t  they 
were us ing him more o r  less as  a guard. 

Q Homer HALL w a s  the  one who t o l d  you about t he  m i s -
t reatment  of t h e  woman? 

A. No. He was one of t h e  people involved i n  t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  i nc iden t .  

Q That you heard about o r  saw? 

A. Right. 
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LTC NOLL: Who was s tanding guard? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  one. I don ' t  th ink  he knew what he was 
a c t u a l l y  doing a t  t he  time. He was involved i n d i r e c t l y .  

COL WILSON: Was t h i s  woman raped? 

A. I don ' t  know. I know they fooled around with  h e r ,  
bu t  how f a r  they went, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was a m e m b e r  of t h e  1st Pla toon,  
b u t - - i t ' s  been over 2 years .  And I wrote about it once and 
they ignored me, so I j u s t  s a i d  "Hang i t , "  and j u s t  l e t  every-
t h i n g  s l i p ,  you know. When you d o n ' t  remember t h ings ,  it--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  But you remember t h e  man Homer HALL 
being involved i n  it, bu t  you d o n ' t  remember t h e  guy who t o l d  
you t h a t  Homer HALL w a s  involved i n  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I remember him s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  because it was 
r a t h e r  i r o n i c  t h a t  he was being used i n  t h i s  capac i ty .  He's 
such a very good person. You won't f i n d  a  n i c e r  person than 
that; h e ' s  one of t he  b e s t  i n  t h e  company. Now. I wouldn't 
swear t o  i t - - t h e r e ' s  a  name here  t h a t  r i ngs  a b e l l  wi th  t h a t  
i nc iden t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  GARCIA--no, I d o n ' t  know, 
though. I th ink  he was the  man I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
be sure .  I t ' s  been over 2 years .  

Q You be l i eve  GARCIA was t h e  one who t o l d  you about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  with HALL? 

A. I was t a l k i n g  with someone i n  the  1st Platoon.  I 
be l i eve  it w a s  him, bu t  I ' m  not  sure--not p o s i t i v e .  I th ink  
it was him, bu t  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e .  I c a n ' t  swear t o  it. Be-
cause a f t e r  2 yea r s ,  names begin t o  fade i f  you donu t - -

Q.  ( In t e rpos ing )  Anybody e l s e  t h a t  you know of in-
volved i n  t h a t  i nc iden t?  

(EBINGER) 7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-282 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. No. Only t h e  man who t o l d  m e ,  and I ' m  no t  s u r e  
about him. But I remember the o t h e r  guy s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  because 
it w a s  one of t h e  n i c e s t  people and he was being used. 
It was r a t h e r  i r o n i c .  You remember something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now, is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can t e l l  us 
about mistreatment of Vietnamese i n  genera l  o r  i n s t ances  you 
heard about and who t o l d  you about them? 

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c ,  no. 

Q .  Did you hear  anything s p e c i f i c  about t he  ope ra t ion  
on 16,  17,  18,  o r  19 March? 

A. I don ' t - - i f  I could p lace  the  d a t e s ,  I might be 
ab l e  t o  remember something, but- -
Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  W e l l ,  I can t e l l  you some c a s u a l t i e s ,  
i f  t h a t  would he lp  you. 

A. I t  might. 

Q. Lieutenant  COCHRAN, k i l l e d  i n  ac t ion .  

A. Yeah, he was k i l l e d  by a booby t r a p  i n  a tree. 

Q .  Sergeant TAYLOR? MILUS? 

A. Sergeant TAYLOR, he wasn ' t  k i l l ed - -

Q- ( In t e rpos ing )  He l o s t  a foo t .  

A. Yeah. MILUS, yeah, he was k i l l e d .  

Q. Tha t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 

A. Oh, yeah. No. I know Captain MICHLES , when he used 
t o  go t o  t he  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  he used t o  c o l l e c t  souveni r s ,  
l i k e  he would t ake  them t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and ask t h e  f i r s t  ser-
geant t o  hunt f o r  them, 

Q. What were t h e  souveniers? 
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A.  J u s t  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  he  l i k e d  and he  wanted t o  t a k e  
home. He would j u s t  t ake  them and e i t h e r  he would hunt them 
himself o r  ask t h e  se rgeant  major--I mean ask t h e  F i r s t  Ser-
geant  DAHNER t o  do it. And Sergeant  3AHNER t o l d  me t h a t  
he dropped--he would d i s c a r d  s e v e r a l  of them on t h e  s i d e ,  
s o r t  of throwing them away as he got  them. 

Q What were t h e s e  t h ings?  

A .  I don" know: a r t i f a c t s ,  vases.  He l i k e d  t o  co l l ec t ed  
l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  Like,  oh, jade;  j u s t  t h ings  t h a t  look n i c e  
when you have them, I d o n ' t  know. Souvenirs ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
was a l l  it amounted t o ,  

Q. But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion ,  d i d  you hear  anything
s p e c i f i c  about i t ?  

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c ,  no. I remember hear ing  
of one in s t ance  where they went through a v i l l a g e  and they 
were r a t h e r  rough on t h e  people i n  ga ther ing  them up, b u t  
I - - i t ' s  nothing s p e c i f i c .  I t  wouldn' t  be of any value t o  you. 

Q When you heard t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  d i d  you normally hea r  
them from t h e  same person o r  from d i f f e r e n t  people? 

A .  Dif fe ren t  people. Because I was always on t h e  
f i r e  base ,  and whoever ge t s  s tuck back f o r  one reason o r  an-
o t h e r ,  I 'd  go and t a l k  t o  them i n  my spare  t i m e ,  because I 
l i k e  t o  f i n d  ou t  what ' s  going on. This i s  of prime importance. 
And I used t o  catch l i t t l e  b i t s  and p ieces  and put  them to-
ge the r  l i k e  a puzzle.  Whatqs going on. But g e n e r a l l y ,  I g e t  
these- - i f  I hear  one t h i n g ,  I genera l ly  confirmed i t  with  some-
one e l s e .  I f  I ' d  mentipn it, t h e y ' d  know what I was t a l k i n g  
about. Sometimes they wouldn' t  want t o  t a l k  about i t ,  though. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r ence  i n  t h e  p la toons  of t h a t  
u n i t ?  Was one pla toon more v i o l e n t  i n  i t s  ac t ions  than an-
o the r?  

A. I be l i eve  1st Platoon was probably a l i t t l e  more 
v i o l e n t  than t h e  rest, i s  what I understand. T h i s  i s  from 
hearsay aga in ,  from what people observed of t h e i r  ac t ions  and 
t h e  way they go about t h e i r  work. Second Platoon was changing 
so  much. I mean, 1 was in 2d Platoon,  and i f  I ' d  gone o u t ,  
w e l l ,  

(EBINGER) 9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-282 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I wouldn't  be here  today. Because t h a t  platoon--the e n t i r e  pla-
toon nea r ly  rotated--members--either dead o r  missing an a r m ,  
l e g ,  o r  some o t h e r  p iece .  This i s  ev iden t  by your r o s t e r .  

Q Did anyone ever  ques t ion  you about t h i s  operat ion? 

A. No. 

Q Did anybody ever  t e l l  you no t  t o  say anything 
about t h a t  operat ion.  

A. No. 

Q Do you have any howledge  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  an inqu i ry  t h a t  was t ak ing  p lace  about t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no. 

Q I mean whi le  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam. 

No. I knew t h a t  many people,  inc lud ing  one person,  3
A. 27 
MICHENER, had w r i t t e n  and complained t o  h i s  Congressman about ' h-_  
s e v e r a l  t h ings  t h a t  were going on, bu t  t h i s  aga in ,  s e v e r a l  
people--Company B w a s  always i n  t r o u b l e ,  because somebody was 
always w r i t i n g  t o  t h e i r  Congressman complaining about C 

nl 
something. Whether it was about t he  food o r  something e l s e  
t h a t  w a s  going on i n  our  company. I t  had a con t inua l  record.  
And the  I G  i n spec t ion ,  I knew t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  b u t  no t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h a t  opera t ion ,  no. 

Q MICHENER? 

A. Yes, Gene MICHENER. I th ink  - h e's  i n  t h e  Carol inas '  
somewhere, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q But nothing s p e c i f i c  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A. No. 

Q - No one ever  quest ioned you o r  s a i d  no t  t o  say any-
th ing  about it o r  asked you ques t ions  on it o r  quest ioned 
anybody you know? 
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A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Did you hear any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  being un-
neces sa r i l y  k i l l e d  by the  B Company o r  C/1/20 I n f a n t r y  on 16 
March? 

A. I knew t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  being mis t r ea t ed ,  bu t  
t o  what e x t e n t ,  I don ' t  know. I would hear  t h i s  from j u s t  
about everyone. They were rough handling them, and they 
were being mis t r ea t ed ,  I know t h i s .  There were j u s t  too  
many people t e l l i n g  me t h i s ,  from a l l  d i f f e r e n t  s i d e s ,  from 
a l l  p la toons .  I had f r i e n d s  i n  them t h a t  would t e l l  me 
the  same th ing .  But t o  what e x t e n t ,  whether people were 
a c t u a l l y  being k i l l e d  o r  they were j u s t  being mis t r ea t ed ,  
I d o n ' t  know. I was mainly on t h e  f i r e  base ,  bu t  t h i s  
i s  j u s t  what I ' v e  gathered.  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem with  marijuana 
on the  f i r e  base? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where B Company was? 

A. Def in i t e ly .  Many t imes I know of when my p la toon ,  
people would go out  h igh on marijuana. 

Q On opera t ions?  

A. Oh, yes d e f i n i t e l y .  I know of one l i e u t e n a n t  who 
went o u t  h igh on marijuana. 

Q Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  go o u t  h igh on marijuana. H e  
was high on marijuana s e v e r a l  times. 

Q. Who was t h a t ?  

A.  Oh, do you have a r o s t e r  of o f f i c e r s  here?  

Q. I t ' s  t h e  last  page here .  

A. No, maybe it w a s  before  t h i s  opera t ion  then.  W e  had 
one l i e u t e n a n t ;  he used t o  be t h e  2d Platoon l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q CARTER? 
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A. CARTER, r i g h t .  NOW, he  was c o n t i n u a l l y  h igh on--
w e l l ,  once o r  t w i c e .  Oh, two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a t  l e a s t ,  I know, 
I ' d  come down t o  h i s  command, you know, he was h i g h ,  and one 
person i n  p a r t i c u l a r  used t o  do t h a t .  I f  I could  j u s t  see a 
r o s t e r  I could name one person.  H e  was c o n t i n u a l l y  g e t t i n g  
i n  t r o u b l e .  But every  one was doing it. It wouldn' t  do any 
good t o  name j u s t  one person,  b u t  I ' l l  give  you one example. 
And I know f o r  a fac t - -wel l ,  j u s t  about everyone i n  my p la toon  
was doing it. W e l l ,  a major i ty  of peop le ,  n o t  everyone.  I 
f o r  one d i d n ' t  do it, because I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  it. Yeah, 
TIMMER, Edward TIMMER. I know he  used,  t o  do it s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  
because h e ' d  have t h a t  glassy-eyed look i n  h i s  eye .  He'd be  
s o  funny. 

Q- Where'd they  g e t  i t ?  

A. They'd buy it from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- There by t h e  f i r e  base? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  very easy t o  g e t .  When you go through t h e  C1-
v i l l a g e s ,  you'd e i t h e r  s t e a l  it from t h e  v i l l a g e r s  o r  go -.. 
down and buy it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  have someone buy it when 

r -
t h e y ' r e  back a t  base  camp and b r i n g  it o u t  wi th  them. I t ' s  
e a s i e r  t o  g e t  than  bee r .  C 

fi 

Q TIMMER and Lieu tenan t  CARTER. 

A. A r e  two s p e c i f i c  examples. Now, t h e r e  
were many more. I could probably go down t h a t  l i s t  and name 
a dozen. But t h e s e  were j u s t  two s p e c i f i c .  They w e r e  e i t h e r  
h igh  on t h a t  o r  h igh on b e e r .  

Q You mean y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was mari juana? 

A. Oh, I know it was mar i juana,  you could  s m e l l  i t .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  them smoking i t ?  

A. Yeah, w e l l ,  when you can s m e l l  i t - - w e l l ,  you know 
roughly how f a r  bunkers a r e  spaced a p a r t  on a f i r e  base?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. Well,  when you can smel l  it two and t h r e e  bunkers 
down, t h a t ' s  g e t t i n g  s t rong .  And, you know-- 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  When you s a w  CARTER and TIMMER, o r  
when you say they were high on marijuana,  d id  you s e e  them 
smoking? 

A. TIMMER I have. Lieutenant  CARTER, he was high.  
was i n  h i s  h u t ;  I could smel l  i t ,  but  I d i d  no t  s e e  him 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  smoking it ,  no. Ci rcumstan t ia l  evidence.  There 
was one t h i n g  I was going t o  mention. It was--you mentioned 
t h a t  you were going t o  have ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  
Vietnam. 

Q. Yes. 

A. I had one I thought I ' d  b r i n g  up, i t ' s  r a t h e r  funny. 
You know when they q u a l i f y  you f o r  t h e  M-16? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well,  t h e  day I was q u a l i f i e d ,  I was home on leave .  

Q. Where was your home? 

A. Well,  I went home t o  Washington S t a t e .  I th ink  I 
had a 15-day leave  i n  September, I be l i eve  it was September, 
and I remember it was 1967, anyway. 

Q - Leave i n  Washington. 

A. When they zeroed m e  i n  on my weapon, 
I was home. 

Q. Okay. That was on your t r a i n i n g  record.  

A. Right . 
9. POR q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  You were with t h e  11 th  Brigade 
then? Were you i n  Hawaii then? 

A. Yes. The whole time. They had me down f o r  jungle 
t r a i n i n g ,  a l so .  I never went through jungle t r a i n i n g ,  n o t  once. 
I was supply c l e r k  t h e r e ;  I never had time f o r  t h a t .  But it 
was down on my record.  
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Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  M-16 and t h e  jungle t r a i n i n g  
was recorded b u t  no t  taken? 

Right. 

Q M r .  EBINGER, have you g o t  any f u r t h e r  information 
t h a t  might a s s i s t  us on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  understanding t h a t  
General PEERS has been d i r e c t e d  t o  do t h r e e  th ings  based on 
t h i s  operat ion.  To determine i f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  
were made i n  Vietnam a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  was conducted; i f  s o ,  
i f  they were proper ly  reviewed. Second, t o  determine i f  t h e r e  
was any suppression of information t o  t r y  t o  keep the  a c t i v i t i e s  
on t h i s  opera t ion  from being known. Do you know of anything 
t h a t  you could he lp  us wi th  on t h a t ,  from the  s tandpoin t  
of anybody who may have t r i e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  a complaint about 
t h i s  opera t ion  b u t  who was discouraged,  o r  anybody who could 
have been making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. To my knowledge, nobody was ever  th rea tened  i f  they 
ever  t o l d  anything,  and, t o  my knowledge, t h e r e  was no i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  I w a s  gone seve ra l  times from t h e  u n i t ,  because I had 
t o  g e t  my f o o t  rechecked and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  th ings .  But the  
times I was s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  on t h a t  f i r e  base--
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name of t he  f i r e  base ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  where 
I was, the  f i r e  base--

Q - ( In t e rpos ing )  Uptight? 

A. Yeah, t h a t  was the  name of it. I th ink  it was 
Uptight .  And no one was ever th rea tened .  I know several--
w e l l ,  no one was ever th rea tened .  Everyone was t r e a t e d  more 
o r  l e s s  l i k e  a family. Because w e  came over as  a family--
8 months i n  Hawaii t r a i n i n g  toge the r ,  coming over a s  a u n i t ,  
which i s  unusual.  

Q Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  information you could g i v e  us 
t h a t  might he lp  us? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Any leads?  Do you know of anyone w e  might t a l k  t o  
t h a t  might have the  knowledge of t h i s  t h ing  t h a t  would t e l l  
u s  what happened? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  t h ink  of any. 
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0. I ' d  l i k e  t o  reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s cus s  your t e s t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except as you may be requi red  
t o  do s o  before  a  competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. W e  
t r y  t o  b r ing  t h e  wi tnesses  i n  without any in f luence  of t a l k -
ing  with  o t h e r  people t h a t  were t h e r e  t o  f i n d  ou t  what we 
can g e t  before  they 've  been inf luenced by o t h e r  members of 
t h e  u n i t .  This i s  t h e  reason we ask t h i s ,  p l u s ,  it is a con-
f i d e n t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  although it may not  be t h a t  way even-
t u a l l y .  But a t  l e a s t  f o r  t he  p re sen t  t ime,  p r imar i ly ,  I th ink  
you can recognize  because of what ' s  happened t o  t he  evidence 
which was compiled f o r  t he  C Company. I t ' s  p r a c t i c a l l y  in-
va luab le  now t h a t  t h e  p re s s  has done ' what they d i d .  

A. I agree t h a t  t h e  information dur ing  t h a t  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  should have been kept  q u i e t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  t r i a l .  

Q W e  app rec i a t e  your coming. Thank you very much. 

(The hear ing recessed a t  1220 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LITTLE, King D. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader ,  Second 
P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of 
o r d e r s  (pg. 4 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  recounted  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r  
from L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN who gave t h e  o r d e r s  t o  h i s  squad 
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  CP (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  r eca l l  
anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  excep t  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  t o  b e  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  and enemy c o n t a c t  
was expected  (pg. 6 ) .  Nothing d i f f e r e n t  was planned f o r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7). 

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  of 16 March. 

Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  h i s  p l a t o o n  
being t h e  l e a d  u n i t  (pg. 8 ) .  The p l a t o o n  moved toward a 
v i l l a g e  they were t o  sweep; however, mines prevented  t h e i r  
going on (pg. 9 ) .  A f t e r  h i t t i n g  t h e  second mine t h e  
p l a t o o n  h e l d  up u n t i l  l a t e r  when t h q s e t  up a pe r imete r  n e a r  
t n e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  knew of l i n k i n g  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  company i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  though h e  d i d  n o t  know 
it was C/1/20 (pg. 12) . H e  remembered no A R V N ' s ,  no ~ a t i o n a l  
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P o l i c e ,  no f i r i n g ,  no i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  no M I  p e r s o n n e l ,  
and no i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  evening (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  of 17 March. 

TAYLOR had been medevac'd and a c t i o n  had 
v i r t u a l l y  ceased by t h e  t i m e  t h e  w i t n e s s  c r o s s e d  t h e  
b r i d g e  toward t h e  c o a s t  t h e  nex t  morning (pg. 1 4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS coming i n  wi th  a photo-
g rapher  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any b o d i e s ,  o r  h e a r  
any o r d e r  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  of 18 and 19 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  burning a few h u t s  on t h e  
end o f  a p e n i n s u l a  nea r  t h e  mouth of  t h e  Song Tra Khuc 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  a  c a p t a i n  and some ARVN's 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  on 19 March, b u t  no th ing  unusual  
about  t h e i r  methods (pg. 1 7 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s ,  any r a p e s ,  o r  any t o r t u r i n g  of  VC s u s p e c t s  
dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 19) . 
5. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

Ne i the r  t h e  w i t n e s s  n o r ,  t o  h i s  knowledge, any o f  h i s  
comrades were ques t ioned  concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  exp la ined  t h a t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  18  March 
1968 some N C O ' s  had been t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n  t o  t h e  second (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  
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EXIIIBITS 

EXHIBIT 	 -NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 	 PAGES 
I 


M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules"  W i t  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l .  4 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  W l t  ~ e l l e v e c i  t n i s  


M-3 Your Hands" was i s s u e d .  
-

4 

w i t  c o u l a  n o t  r e  


P-18 Misce l l aneous  Scene cogn ize  Vietnamese. 1 0 , l l 
' -wit c o u l a  n o t  r e  

P-19 Misce l l aneous  Scene cogn ize  Vietnamese. 10 


- Wit r e c o g n l z e a  

P-20 Misce l l aneous  Scene m o r t a r  p l a t o o n .  10 


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

P-21 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 coqn i  ze .  11 


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

e. 11 


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

p. 	 I cogn ize .  11 


I W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

-	 I Photo  o f  A R V N ' s  1 cogn ize .  11 


I W i t  d i d  n o t  re- i 

Photo  i n  Son MY a r e a  I cogn ize .  11 


I I W i t  d i d  n o t  re- I 

P-205 Photo  i n  Son My a r e a  cogn ize .  11 


W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

P-20d Photo of  d e t a i n e e s  I cogn ize .  I 11


I W i t  d i d  n o t  r e -
P-204 Photo  i n  Son My a r e a  I cogn ize .  1 1 1 , 1 2  

P-214 
I 

Photo  of  p e n i n s u l a  
II 	W i t  r e c a l l e d .  15 

I 	 I 


P-21d Photo  o f  p e n i n s u l a  W i t  r e c a l l e d .  15  

I 


Photo  of  d e t a i n e e s  W i t  	r e c a l l e d .  18  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1345 hours ,  2 4  February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  is M r .  King D. LITTLE. 

(MR LITTLE was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:)  

P lease  s t a t e  your complete name, occupat ion,  
and address .  

A. King David LITTLE, 37 Jamaica Avenue, Wyandanch, 
New York. My occupation i s  a machine ope ra to r .  

COL WILSON: Before we proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  l e t  me ex- 
p l a i n  a couple of t h ings  t o  you. The Peers Inquiry  was d i r e c t e d  
by t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making recommendations 
concerning t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968. I n  con-
duc t ing  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS determined t h a t  it was 
necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  t he  o v e r a l l  ground 
and a i r  opera t ion  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l lage  a rea  dur ing t h e  per iod  
16 through 1 9  March 1968. He t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  team 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Team C t o  ques t ion  personnel  of  B/4/3 and pre-  
pare  a complete desc r ip t ion  of  the  u n i t  opera t ion .  

Your test imony w i l l  be  taken under oa th ;  a verbatim 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording i s  being made 
i n  add i t i on  t o  the  verbatim no te s  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
Although the  general  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be con-
f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  poss ib l e  t h a t  testimony o r  p a r t s  of it may be- 
come a mat te r  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  in te rv iew the  board w i l l  fol low a 
chronological  sequence of quest ioning.  F i r s t ,  t h e  ques t ions  
w i l l  be concerned with  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  a r r i v a l  
i n  Vietnam. Second, we w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  And t h e  t h i r d  series of ques t ions  
w i l l  concern t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16 th  through t h e  19 th  of 
March. F i n a l  ques t ions  w i l l  concern p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  ope ra t ion  on t h e  16 th  of March 
dur ing t h i s  per iod.  Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q. What was your duty assignment on 16 March 1968? 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Now, l e t  me descr ibe  i n  a l i t t l e  
d e t a i l  t h e  time frame we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  We're i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  an opera t ion  t h a t  took p l ace  between t h e  16th  and 19th 
of March. The 16 th  of  March was t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d .  

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q. The 19 th  of March was t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS was 
k i l l e d .  So t h a t  t i m e  frame i s  t h e  per iod  we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n .  On t h e  16 th  of March, t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d ,  what was your duty assignment? 

A. I was a squad l eade r  i n  h i s  p la toon ,  and we were 
on a ,  I th ink  it was a search and des t roy  mission.  

Q. Well, w a i t  a minute now. You were a squad l eade r  
i n  whose pla toon? 

A. I n  Lieutenant  COCHRAN 's pla toon.  

Q - You weren ' t  i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No. I was assigned t o  h i s  p la toon a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I Id been i n  h i s  p la toon about a week, I th ink .  

Q. Did they t r a n s f e r  people around t o  d i f f e r e n t  p la -
toons  q u i t e  a b i t ?  

A. Not--when t h e  2d Pla toon,  t h a t  p la toon Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was i n  charge o f .  They 1st Platoon had a l o t s  of N C O ' s  
on t h e  opera t ion  j u s t  before  t h a t ,  so  they took N C O ' s  o u t  of 
t h e  1st Platoon and p u t  him i n  t h e  2d Platoon.  

Q When they took you o u t  of t h e  1st Pla toon,  how 
many squads d id  they have i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Each pla toon had two squads; they had two squads 
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I w a s  a team l e a d e r  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon,  and when 
I was ass igned t o  t h e  2d Platoon I was a squad l eade r .  
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Q. And you w e r e  promoted t o  se rgean t  i n  January? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Who was your pla toon se rgeant?  

A. Sergeant  LIAS. H e  was i n  t h e  1st Platoon.  H e  
was t r a n s f e r r e d  along with  me. 

Q. A t  t h e  same time? 

A. Same t i m e  I was. 

Q. Was anybody else t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  1st Pla-
toon a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  Sergeant JONES. Me, Sergeant LIAS, and Sergeant  
JONES. 

Q A l l  of you went down t o  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Sergeant LIAS was t r a n s f e r r e d ,  and he requested 
t h a t  me and Sergeant JONES come along with  him. 

Q H e  requested t r a n s f e r  from t h e  1st Platoon t o  
t h e  2d Platoon? Why? 

A. O u r  platoon had more N C O ' s  than o t h e r  p la toons  
and they had t o  pick some NCO t o  go, so Sergeant LIAS was 
chosen and Sergeant JONES was. 

Q. What about Sergeant LOVE? What was h i s  job i n  
t h e  2d Platoon dur ing t h i s  per iod? 

A. H e  was a squad l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime.  H e  w a s  t h e  
pla toon se rgeant  on t h a t  opera t ion  t h e  week Lieu tenant  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d .  I be l i eve  Sergeant WYATT had a l ready  been k i l l e d  
when t h e  opera t ion  took p lace .  I do remember t h a t  Sergeant  
LOVE d i d  t a k e  over t h e  pla toon when Lieu tenant  COCHRAN w a s  
k i l l e d .  

Q WYATT, James E . ,  deceased. ~ i e dof wounds 9 
March 1968. Do you eve r  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any t r a i n i n g  a t  any 
t i m e  on a s u b j e c t  which would have included t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  
i l l e g a l i t y  of m i l i t a r y  o rde r s?  

A .  Could you.. .. 
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Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  whether  o r  n o t  a l l  m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s  
are l e g a l  and a l l  m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s  have t o  b e  obeyed? 

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  e v e r  remember hav ing  a c l a s s  on t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  M-2, t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ."  I t ' s  
a pocket -s ized  ca rd .  Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t ?  T h a t ' s  a 
f a c s i m i l e  copy of  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  it. 

Q. How about  t h i s  one? This  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  t i t l e d  
"The Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  one? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  one b e f o r e .  

Q. DO you e v e r  remember having one of  t h e s e  i s s u e d  
t o  you? 

0 
3 

I remember t h e y  i s s u e d  us some c a r d ,  and maybe I rL,-, 
t h i n k  t h i s  might  b e  i t  because  on t h e  back it had ~ i e t n a m e s e  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  on them. 

0 
iu

Q. That  c a r d  has  g o t  a back side. Turn t h e  page t h e r e  
because  I t h i n k  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  on t h e  f r o n t .  

A. I t ' s  w r i t t e n  on t h e  f r o n t .  

Q.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was--I'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Do you know where they  w e r e  i s s u e d ?  

A. Do I know why they  w e r e  i s s u e d ?  

Q Where? 

A. No, I don It. I d o n ' t  even remember the t i m e  
t h e y  were i s s u e d .  

Q Now, on t h e  1 6 t h  of March o r  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March 
w e r e  you a t  LZ Upt ight?  

A. Right .  
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Q. There was t o  be  an ope ra t ion  t h e  fol lowing day, 
on t h e  16 th  of  March,. i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
s e p a r a t e  now d i s t i n c t l y  no t  what you d i d  b u t  what you were 
b r i e f e d  on and what o rders  you were i s sued  p r i o r  t o  going 
on t h i s  ope ra t ion .  So when I ask you t h i s  ques t ion ,  I want 
you t o  conf ine  your answer t o  what you w e r e  t o l d  t o  do and 
no t  what you d i d  and what t h e  u n i t  was t o l d  t o  do and no t  
what they d id .  Do you follow me? 

A. Right. 

Q J u s t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of  t h e  o rde r s .  Now, on t h e  
16 th  of March you were a squad leader .  From whom d i d  you 
rece ive  your o rders?  

A. Lieutenant  COCHRAN. T h a t ' s  t h e  same t i m e - - I  
d o n ' t  remember t h e  da te .  

Q. This would be  t h e  day before  he  died? 

A. I t  was Lieutenant  COCHRAN. 

Q.  And d id  he  g ive  t h e  o rde r  f o r  t h e  nex t  day ' s  
opera t ion  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon ,  o r  d i d  he give  it t o  j u s t  
t h e  squad l eade r  s o  he could g ive  it t o  t h e  e n t i r e  pla toon? 

A. H e  d id .  

Q .  Did he normally do t h i s ?  

A. Not himself .  But most of  t h e  time it w a s  only  
given t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  and he would t e l l  t h e  men and t h a t  
n i g h t ,  c a l l  a l l  t h e  men up t o  t h e  CP and he gave us an o rde r  
f o r  t h e  nex t  day. 

Q - The pla toon CP? 

A. Y e s .  

Q.  Where was t h i s  g iven,  indoors  o r  outdoors? 

A .  I t  was outdoors.  

Q . Af t e r  dark o r  before  dark? 

A. It was a f t e r  dark. 
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Q Did he use  a map o r  anything t o  desc r ibe  what 
was going t o  happen? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. Did he g ive  any a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion t o  t h e  
squad l eade r s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  he b r i e f e d  each pla toon? De-
t a i l e d  informat ion o r  any f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q- Can you r e c a l l  what he s a i d ? .  What d i d  he  say 
was going t o  happen? 

A. I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. I th ink  t h e  mission was 
search  and des t roy  and t h a t  we could expect  enemy con tac t .  
T h a t ' s  a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember t oo  much about it. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given con-
cern ing  burning of houses o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of food s tock?  

A. No. 

Q Nothing s p e c i a l ?  Had you been on search and 
des t roy  ope ra t ions  before?  

A. Yes, I have. 

Q.  Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of animals,  l i ve s tock?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you normally do t h i s ?  

A. No, not  normally. 

Q. Did you normally des t roy  v i l l a g e s ,  burn them and 
s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No. 

Q.  Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning 
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  a rea?  
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A. I d o n J t  remember t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  most of t h e  time 
they would t e l l  us t o  ga ther  up t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and pu t  them 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere and somebody would 
watch them while  w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e s  and searched 
them. 

Q Is t h a t  what you expected t o  do on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I be l i eve  so .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  was no dev ia t ion  from your 
normal procedures? 

A. No. 

Q. You d i d  no t  consider  t h i s  ope ra t ion  any d i f f e r e n t  
as f a r  a s  procedure than any o t h e r  opera t ion  you went on? 

A. No. 

Q. What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  descr ibed 
t o  you i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. We say t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  mines and booby 
t r a p s  s o  we knew t h e r e  w a s  Vie t  Cong. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
name they c a l l e d  t h e  Vie t  Cong, b u t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of  V i e t  
Cong i n  t h a t  a r ea  and suspected NVA. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  pla toons  of your company 
were going t o  do? What t h e  1st and 3d Platoon was supposed 
t o  do? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  The 2d Pla toon,  I b e l i e v e  w e  were 
t h e  f i r s t  one t o  land when we made t h e  a s s a u l t .  

Q. Did a l i e u t e n a n t  g ive  you your a i r c r a f t  number 
and l i f t  number t h a t  n i g h t  before  t h e  ope ra t ion ,  o r  d i d  you 
normally do t h a t  on t h e  pickup zone? 

A. Sometimes t h e y ' d  give  it t o  us t h a t  n i g h t  and 
sometimes they would give  it t o  us t h a t  morning before  we 
l e f t .  
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Q W e  never have go t t en  a real t i g h t  i n d i c a t i o n  of 
what t h e  o rde r  o f  a s s a u l t  w a s  as t o  whether t h e  1st Platoon 
went i n  f i r s t  o r  t h e  2d Platoon went i n  f i r s t  o r  they were 
s p l i t .  Do you f e e l  t h a t  you went i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. I do b e l i e v e  we d i d  go i n  on t h e  f i r s t  lift. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  plan was f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  squad o r  pla toon? Which squad was going t o  do what? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. What was your squad number? 

A. I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad, I bel ieve .  

Q Who had t h e  second squad? 

A. Sergeant  JONES, I be l i eve .  

Q. Were you supposed t o  move o f f  toward an o b j e c t i v e
when you h i t  t h e  land ing  zone, o r  what were you supposed t o  do? a-

0 
rr-

A. W e  go t  o f f  f irst .  

Q No, now, what w e r e  you supposed t o  do from t h e  0 
b r i e f i n g ?  Were you t o l d  t h a t  you were going t o  have t o  sweep 
a v i l l a g e ,  o r  a s i d e  from secur ing  a landing zone t h a t  you were 
going t o  have t o  move t o  a s p e c i f i c  a rea?  O r  were you given 
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  what the  pla toon was supposed t o  do t h a t  
morning? 

A. We w e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember how a l l  t h a t  i n  a 
minute. I know a f t e r  we landed w e  moved ou t  towards t h e  v i l -
l age .  

Q. Wait a minute. Le t  m e  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute. I 
wondered i f  it was ever  mentioned t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon was t o  
sweep My L a i  (1)which was P i n k v i l l e ?  That  you were supposed 
t o  sweep a v i l l a g e ?  Search and c l e a r ?  Poss ib ly  search  and 
dest roy? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  bu t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  were 
going towards, we never made it because everybody was s tepping  
on mines. 
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Q. That 's  t h e  reason I was wondering. You was head-
i n g  f o r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and then you h i t  a bunch of mines. I 
d o n ' t  know whether you had t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  you were going t o  
e n t e r  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o r  no t  i f  you hadn ' t  h i t  t h e s e  mines. Tha t ' s  
what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  find out .  

A. I do be l i eve  we w e r e  going f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You were going t o  sweep t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Well now, before  we go t o  what happened, I ' m  go-
i n g  t o  g ive  you a b r i e f i n g  on what w e  know. And I ' m  going 
t o  go down t h e  t h ings  w e  know and then I ' l l  ask you t o  f i l l  
i n  around t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  know. (The witness  was 
o r i e n t e d  a s  t o  t h e  opera t ion  using MAP-4) We understand 
Colonel BARKER evacuated t h e s e  t h r e e  t h a t  were wounded. Did 
you see  them evacuated? 

A. I was t h e r e  when they were evacuated but . . . .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. 

Q. The pla toon s o r t  of backtracked over t h e  same rou te .  
They went i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  minef ie ld ,  and then s t a r t e d  mov-
i n g  o f f  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  from t h e  t ime 
you h i t  t h a t  s econ l  mine you moved too  f a r ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t .  

Q. You went i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  I th ink  wi th  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
of sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I be l i eve  w e  s e t  up on our  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
th ink  t h e  CP was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether t h e  
pla toon was on t h e  ou t s ide  of t h e  v i l l a g e  or . . . .  

Q. About how f a r  from where t h a t  second mine was t r i p -
ped was t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  say how f a r ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  were 
no more than 1 0  t o  15 minutes,. 
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Q And t h e n  a f t e r  you walked t h i s  d i s t a n c e  o f  10 
o r  1 5  minutes ,  d i d  you move any more a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  L a t e r  t h a t  even ing  w e  moved 
around t h e  v i l l a g e  and se t  up a p e r i m e t e r  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  
W e  s t a y e d  r i g h t  around t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  whole t i m e .  

Q Did t h i s  v i l l a g e  have a pagoda o r  a n y t h i n g  i n  i t  
t h a t  you cou ld  i d e n t i f y ?  

A. No. 

Q. Were t h e r e  many peop le  i n  ' t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few peop le  i n  it. 

Q - I show you a photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-18. T h a t ' s  
HUFFMAN. 

A. R igh t ,  t h a t  i s  HUFFMAN. 

Q Have you e v e r  seen  any o f  t h o s e  Vietnamese i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  

Q - Do you know t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I couldn 't s a y .  

Q E x h i b i t  P-19, d i d  you e v e r  see any o f  t h o s e  V i e t -
namese? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  

Q E x h i b i t  P-20, do you recogn ize  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  T h i s  must b e  where t h e  p la toon  CP was, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember what p l a t o o n .  

Q.  Do you recogn ize  t h e s e  peop le  a s  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  
t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q Exhib i t  P-21. Did you eve r  s ee  t hose  two s o l d i e r s  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Did you ever  s ee  those  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q- Exh ib i t  P-22. Did you eve r  see those  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q. Exhib i t  P-23. Do you know anybody i n  t h a t  photo-
graph? 

A. No. 

Q. Exhib i t  P-66. Have you seen those  two ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q. Exhib i t s  P-206 and P-207. Does t h a t  t e r r a i n  look 
f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

h) 
0 A. I d o n ' t  know; i t ' s  hard t o  say.  

Q. T h a t ' s  supposed t o  be t h e  graveyard by your l and ing
.---L a  zone. 
r_? 
-4 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  say.  

Q. Exh ib i t  P-208. Did you ever  s e e  t h e s e  p r i sone r s?  

A. I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q. D o  you remember t h i s  group i n  Exhib i t  P-18? Do 
you remember t h e  t i m e  of day here?  Do you remember anything 
about t h a t ?  

A. No. I t  must have been on t h e  day w e  were set up 
on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - What about Exh ib i t  P-209? Can you recognize  any-
t h i n g  i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. No. 
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Q I suppose dur ing t h a t  per iod  when you w e r e  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  much a c t i v i t y ,  was t h e r e ?  You j u s t  
k ind  of  s tayed  i n  p lace?  

A. We s tayed  i n  p lace .  I d o n ' t  know what was going 
on. I th ink  they were search ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I guess.  I ' m  
no t  su re .  

8 .  Then t h e  2d Platoon d i d n ' t  have any miss ion t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when C Company l inked  up wi th  B 
Company? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you s e e  any people from C Company? 

A. No. That n i g h t ,  m e  and Sergeant LOVE, we went 
around t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  s e e  t h e  company commander. And I be-
l i e v e  t h e r e  was another  o u t f i t  wi th  u s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
which o u t f i t  it was. 

Q What d id  you go s e e  t h e  company commander f o r ?  

A. I t  was about a medic. He wanted t o  s e e  t h e  com-
pany commander about g e t t i n g  a new medic wi th  us.  

Q A new medic? 

A. Yes. 

Q - For t h e  pla toon? 

A. Yes. 

Q You were going t o  g e t  it from C Company? 

A. We wanted t o  g e t  i t  from b a t t a l i o n .  

Q =  What was h i s  name? 

A. We d i d n ' t  g e t  him. We j u s t  wanted t o  ask.  

Q.  B u t  you saw the  company commander of  C Company? 

A. This was t h e  company commander of B Company. 
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0. Captain MICHLES? 

A. Yes. Captain MICHLES. 

Q. B u t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  any people from C Company 
t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I saw some people who I d i d n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  
know which u n i t  they were from. 

Q Did you see  any Nat ional  Po l i ce  o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s  
come i n  wi th  C Company? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you hear  any f i r i n g  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  going on? 

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  any M I  personnel  o u t  t he re?  I n t e r -
p r e t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s ee ing  any except ,  I think--I  
t h i n k ,  no, a t  t h a t  time I d o n ' t  t h ink  we had an i n t e r p r e t e r .  
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q. Do you kxow o r  d id  you hea r  any of t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were coming o u t  of t h e  1st Platoon over by t h e  beach. 

A. No. 

Q- They repor ted  a l o t  of VC k i l l e d  t h a t  day. Did 
you hear  about t h a t ?  

A. I remember on one opera t ion  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of 
VC k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same one. 

Q- Okay, t h e  nex t  morning you go t  up, h i t  Highway 
521, and went down t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I t h ink  t h e  3d Platoon 
w a s  l ead ing  t h e  column. The 2d Platoon was probably following.  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. Remember c ros s ing  t h e  con-
c r e t e  b r idge  t h a t  morning? Going over by t h e  ocean? Sergeant 
TAYLOR go t  wounded? 
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A. Yes. 

Q Sergeant TAYLOR was wounded on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  br idge .  

A. Right. 

Q.  Do you remember any f i r i n g  going on down t h e r e ?  
Do you have any knowledge of  what happened o u t  a t  t h e  br idge? 

A. When our  pla toon go t  t h e r e  every th ing  was over 
w i th ,  everything had happened, because TAYLOR had a l ready  
been evacuated and they had a minesweeping team o u t  t h e r e .  
We had suspected mines and w e  j u s t  moved down through. I 
t h i n k  we stopped f o r  a whi le  because of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q .  Lieutenant  LEWIS? 

A. Lieutenant  LEWIS. 

Q You crossed t h e  br idge.  A s  f a r  as  you were con-
cerned,  you d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any f i r e  when you were c ros s ing  t h e  Q 

r.!
br idge  and TAYLOR was gone by t h a t  time? .*LI/-. 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember a couple of  gunships coming up 
f i r i n g ?  Did you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. I don 't rsmember . 
Q Okay, t h e  company moved south down t h e  beach. The 
2d Platoon was on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  1st Platoon was on t h e  r i g h t  
a long t h e  r i v e r .  About 1320 hours t h a t  af ternoon t h e  2d Platoon 
repor ted  engaging two VC. One VC was k i l l e d ,  r i g h t  he re  by t h e  
beach. D o  you remember t h a t ?  You l e f t  t h e  3d Platoon up t h e r e  
by t h e  br idge and t h e  mortar s tayed  up t h e r e  and a few o t h e r  
pla toons  went t o  t h e  t o p  wi th  t h e  CP. 

A. I remember w e  went up t o  a v i l l a g e  and w e  gathered 
up v i l l a g e r s  and brought them back down with  us.  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  nex t  day, t h a t ' s  a couple of days l a t e r .  
This was going down t h e  beach. You were on t h e  beach, went a l l  
t h e  way down t o  t h e  end, a long walk. 
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A. I remember t h a t  day. 

Q. Exhib i t  P-212 is  down he re  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
peninsula .  Do you remember t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  Came a l l  t h e  
way down t o  where t h e  Tra Khuc River runs i n t o  t h e  s ea  
and t h a t ' s  where Exhib i t  P-212 is .  Do you recognize  
t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. I be l i eve  I remember t h i s  a r ea  because of  t h e  
f i s h i n g  boa t s .  

Q. Should be r e a l  p r e t t y  a rea .  This i s  on t h e  way
down t h e r e .  This i s  a l s o  t h e  same a rea .  You can s e e  t h i s  i s  
Exh ib i t  P-211. You can see  t h e  f i s h i n g  boats  o u t  t h e r e .  Did 
you burn a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  on t h e  way down? O r  were t h e r e  any 
v i l l a g e s  down t h e r e  on t h e  beach? 

A. There were v i l l a g e s  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach, b u t  
no, w e  didn ' t burn any v i l l a g e s .  

Q Okay, you got  down t o  t h e  south end and tu rned  
around and went about halfway back and then went i n t o  an 
l aage r  a r ea  t h a t  n igh t .  I guess you a l l  should 've  been laager -
i n g  i n  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach? 

A. We d id  s l e e p  on the  beach one n i g h t .  

Q - We don ' t  have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  anything unusual 
happened a s  f a r  a s  t h e  2d P la toon ' s  concerned. 

A. One t h i n g ,  we walked down t h e r e  on t h e  beach and 
go t  t o  t h e  end and burned a few h u t s .  

Q. Down a t  t h e  end? 

A. Yes, and tu rned  around and went back up. 

Q. Turned around and went back? 

A .  There was supposed t o  be--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  When Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n  and 
joined t h e  2d Platoon t h e r e  was some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a photographer t h a t  came i n  wi th  him. 

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  w e r e  a photographer. 
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Q. Who was i t ?  

A. I don ' t  know who it was. 

Q What kind of a uniform d i d  he have on? 

A. He had on r e g u l a r  jungle  f a t i g u e s .  

Q How d i d  you know he was a photographer? 

A. He had a camera. Somebody t o l d  m e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
know. I th ink  he was supposed t o  be r e p o r t e r  o r  something, 
because he was wi th  our  pla toon.  

Q Yes, he  s tayed  i n  your pla toon t h a t  af ternoon.  
When d i d  he leave? Do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. We d id  have con tac t  wi th  a 
photographer once. 

Q. Did he  take  any p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  contac t?  

A. Yes. Af t e r  t h e  shoot ing was over ,  we moved down 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and we found t h i s  o l d  lady i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Old l ady ,  what happened t o  her?  

A. We l e f t  h e r  t h e r e .  

Q She was t h e  only one the re?  

A. Yes. 

Q.  Where was t h e  r e s t  of  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q What d i d  they do, j u s t  walk o f f  and l eave  he r?  

A.  They must nave l e f t  before  w e  came. 
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0 .  Okay, you went back up t h a t  n i g h t  and you l a a g e r e d  
down by t h e  beach and t h e  n e x t  day went by t h e  b r i d g e  a g a i n  
and p icked  up t h e  3d P la toon .  They found 3,000 pounds o f  r ice 
and moved a l l  t h e  way up t h e  p e n i n s u l a  up t o  t h e  a r e a  where 
a l l  t h o s e  peop le  w e r e ,  and 500 o r  a  1,000 o f  them, and they  had 
a MEDCAP t h a t  day. That  n i g h t  you had a mor tar  a t t a c k  and ac-
cord ing  t o  t h e  sequence we've g o t ,  t h a t  was 0130 hours .  I t  was 
s c a t t e r e d  mor tar  f i r e ;  MILUS was k i l l e d ;  f i v e  were wounded. 
A t  0144 d u s t o f f  was r e q u e s t e d  and a t  0244 t h e  d u s t o f f  was com-
p l e t e .  Then t h e r e  was a Spooky r e q u e s t e d  and a t  0350 t h e  Spooky 
was on s t a t i o n .  A t  0440 you w e r e  supposed t o  have had a n o t h e r  
mor tar  round i n  t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  d i d .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t  second one? Supposed t o  
have been one,  supposed t o  have been e i t h e r  one o r  two more 
mor tar  rounds a t  0440. NOW, d i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
going on t h a t  day, t h e  day o f  t h e  1 8 t h  o r  t h e  day of  t h e  1 9 t h ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was some i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q Did you see some m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  pe r sonne l  
o u t  t h e r e ?  The i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was t h i s  c a p t a i n ,  one guy and h e  
had some ARVN's  w i t h  him. Two A R V N ' s ,  I d o n ' t  know how many. 
I t h i n k  it was about t h r e e  VC o r  suspec ted  VC t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q Where were they  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? On t h e  beach? 

A. They w e r e  c l o s e  'by t h e  beach.  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any th ing  unusual  about  t h e i r  methods? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see t o o  much o f  it. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  1 8 t h  o r  t h e  1 9 t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember which day.  I t  was j u s t  b e f o r e  
we went i n .  W e  went i n  t h e  s a m e  day. 

Q. That  was on t h e  19 th?  That  was a f t e r  MILUS was 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Right .  
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Q Did you see  them bea t ing  up these  fe l lows? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever  s ee  t h a t ?  Exhib i t  P-215. Did you 
eve r  see t h a t  boy? 

A. I be l i eve  I do remember see ing  him. 

Q Where? 

A. He was over by t h e  beach. They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
him. I know one of them. I th ink  he was t h e  one who messed 
a l l  of us up and they took some water and washed him up. 

Q. Why d i d  they do t h a t ?  

A. Because they w e r e  sca red .  

Q How'd they g e t  bea t  up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  man? 

A. I be l i eve  i t ' s  him. I t  looks l i k e  him. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  an o rde r  dur ing t h i s  opera t ion  
t o  s t o p  burning v i l l a g e s  o r  s t o p  burning? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q When you went over t o  csoss  t h a t  br idge t h e  day 
TAYLOR was wounded, d i d  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies over  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q . Do you eve r  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h e  order  t h a t  day, 
which could have come down from t h e  pla toon l e a d e r ,  f o r  t h e  
whole company t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. Stop f i r i n g ?  

Q Yes. 
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A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  We weren ' t  f i r i n g  except  
f o r  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  down on t h e  beach t h e r e .  

Q . Down on t h e  beach? The o rde r  could have been 
passed down without  your pla toon hear ing  any f i r i n g .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i nqu i ry  being made on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q =  Did you have a camera? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you eve r  hea r  rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B / 4 / 3  o r  C/1/20 on 1 6  March, 
dur ing t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you o r  anyone you know eve r  quest ioned con-
cern ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Do you know i f  any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r e d  VC suspec ts  
o r  POW'S dur ing t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO,  I never. . . .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  Hear of any of them g e t t i n g  s h o t ,  
executed,  o r  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  of any rapes  dur ing t h i s  oper-
a t i on?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  s ta tements  
t h a t  might he lp  General PEERS' i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Nothing I can th ink  o f .  
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Q I unders tand you w e r e  a t unne l  r a t ?  

A. Y e s  , I was. 

Q When you w e r e  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- What was t h e  normal procedure  when you went i n t o  
an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s ?  When you go i n  and de s t roy  t u n n e l s  o r  
bunkers? 

A. When w e  d e s t r o y  them w e  t a k e  a C4 and blow them 
up. Throw a grenade i n .  

Q Grenades de s t roy  t h e  t u n n e l s ?  

A. No, it won ' t  d e s t r o y  them. We m e s s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
up a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q . Was t h e r e  any a t t empt  made t o  see i f  t h e r e  was 
anyone i n  t h e  t unne l ?  

A. We'd go down and s e e  i f  anybody was i n  them. I f  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  nobody i n  them, we'd blow t h e  e n t r a n c e  up. 

Q You'd go i n  them f i r s t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. But d i d  you y e l l  i n  them b e f o r e  you went i n ,  o r  
d i d  you j u s t  go i n ?  

A. Most o f  t h e  t i m e  I was j u s t  going i n .  

Q When you c ro s sed  t h e  b r i dge  t h a t  day and went 
ove r  t o  t h a t  pen in su l a  when TAYLOR was wounded, d i d  you see 
a v i l l a g e  over  t h e r e  w i t h  a bunch of  bunkers around i t ?  
Tunnels r a t s  go look a t  open bunkers ,  I would t h i n k .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any bunkers.  

Q Now, normally when B Company went o u t  t o  de s t roy  
bunkers ,  d i d  they  always sea rch  them b e f o r e  they  b l e w  them up? 

%. ' 
A. W e  always sea rched  them. r 
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Q *  Why? 

A. There might be something i n  t h e r e .  R i f l e s ,  
grenades,  t h e r e  might be something i n  it. 

Q. Did you ever  know a time when they blew them 
up without  search ing  them? 

A. No. 

Q.  How many tons  of TNT o r  composition C do you 
th ink  it would t a k e  t o  des t roy  a bunker? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly .  It would t a k e  a l o t  t o  
des t roy  them. 

Q.  Whenever you went i n t o  an a r ea  l i k e  P i n k v i l l e ,  d i d  
you always t r y  t o  des t roy  t h e  bunkers t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Not too  o f t e n .  Sometimes we would blow t h e  en t rance  
up. Most of  t h e  o t h e r  t imes w e  would j u s t  leave.  

Q .  Now, we've had test imony t h a t  some of t h e s e  bunkers 
were searched across  t h e  r i v e r  and t h a t  one of  them was booby-
trapped.  Did you hear  about t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q .  I ' m  wondering i f  t h i s  a r e a  across  t h e  br idge ,  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  j u s t  a couple of hundred meters 
from t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  w e r e  t h e r e  mostly tunne ls  t h e r e ,  o r  bunkers? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Did you eve r  hear  of a bunker complex being over 
i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. NO. 

Q.  Did you hear  of HOOTON o r  TAYLOR o r  any of t h e s e  
fe l lows t a l k i n g  about what they ran i n t o  over t he re?  

A. No. 
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Q You knew them p r e t t y  w e l l ,  d i d n ' t  you? About 
what they ran i n t o  over t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. You knew them p r e t t y  w e l l ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A s  a p o i n t  team? You d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them a f t e r  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  No, not  t h a t  I remember. 

Q M r .  LITTLE,  I reques t  t h a t  you not  d i s cus s  your
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except as  you may be requi red  
s o  t o  do before  a  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admini-
s t r a t i v e  body. 

A. Yes", sir. 

Q .  We apprec i a t e  you coming. The hear ing  w i l l  r e ces s .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1430 hours ,  2 4  February 
1970.) 
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